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ABVERTISEMENT. 



The following "Work has been composed 
from a journal kept during a residence in 
Italy, ia the years 1819-20. The notes on 
Law» Statistics^ and on Literary Disputes, 
together with the Appendix on the State of 
Medicine, have, at the Author's request, 
been liontributed by Sir C. Morgan- 
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ITALY. 



CHAFTER I. 

UISTOMC SKETCHES. 

/[(ifr under the Lombards. —-Under the Repulilicf.— 
Under Spain and Austria. — At the period of the 
French Revolution. 

'The fables of antiquity have assigaed io the Peninsula 
of Italy a golden age ; and history, sufiicieiilly vague, 
but better accredited, has peopled its Eden plains with 
confederated tribes ; and has covered regions with 
numerous flocla and plenteous harvests, where deso- 
lation now reigns over pestilential marshes." 

The Etruscans occupying the vast and lovely tract 
between the Ariio and the Tibur, took the start of 
the snrronnding states. Their career was brilliant, 

' "Io nn clima caldo rirrigaiione h la nalorale nutricn 
deir agrieoUara ; ma questo preiioso dono noo pub otlenersL 
BSDia permanenli lavoci, e coDtioiie spece, la cul negligema 
produce oggidi in quelle medesima proviocie, in cambio di fe- 
lioiti] V insalubriti e la miseria."— Miciu, L'ltalia twanli il 
dominio deiSomaiti, vol. i. p.33i. 

VOL, !. I 
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2 I!lSTOR[C SKETCHES, 

but tlieir story brief. In llicir origin, brave, inge- 
nioui, and united; in their progress, corrupt, lusu- 
rioui, and Jivided ; they flourished by their unity, and 
foil by their divisions : but they were stiU to the pe- 
ninsula, ivhal the Athenians long were to Greece, 
when from the midst of the warhke and pastoral vil- 
lages of Latinm, Rome arose. Vile in its origin, bar- 
baraus ia its institutions, a casoal association of rob- 
bers and of outcasts became tbe destiny of mankiad. 
Opposed to the Homaa prowess, l^e states of Italy 
ceased to exist. Europe to the extent of its known 
boandaries was subjugated to slavery, and the inde- 
pendence of almost the entire civilized world merged 
ia the dominion of the Quirites. 

'f he dissolution of the mightiest social combination 
which bad ever existed, stands foremost among those 
rare events that serve as beacon rocks, ia the ocean 
of time, to break up its vastness, and give to the eye 
of philosophy a. point of concentration and repose. 
When Rome fell, the elements of existing society se- 
parated, to recombine under new forms, and to unite 
in new proportions. A race of another mould and 
fibre from that with which the redundant population 
of ihe east had colonized the more temperate regions 
of Europe, swarmed over the 'cultivated plains of 
Italy, and violated its luxurious cities. An unknown 
product from the foundery of a new creation thinned 
the ranks of refined degeneracy; and as they poured 
fiardi. ia sno^essive multitudes fro^ their northern 
forests over the Alps and the Apennines, the Jura and 
the Pyrenees, they carried conquest in their van, and 
left desolation in their rear. Less animated by en- 
terprise than goaded by want, with massacre for their 
means, and spoil for ttieir object, they eitermioated 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORIC SKETCHES . 



3 



■wiiletliey plundered, and destroyed what they were 
unable to enjoy. ' Such was the origin of those feu- 
dal dynasties, which now trace back, tlieir rights to 
Dinne dispensationi and confound their existence 
with the laws of the crefttion.* For it is notable 

' "Les Francs, rendns mattresde la France, regarf^rent I'a- 
gricullure ul les arts utiles comme des occnpalions iVe9clavcs, 
ou dts Goulois. C'est ca gothique m^pris pour les psrcs oour- 
riciers la patiie, cet bonneuri I'oisiTelB, et ccl esprit d'in- 
depenilance et donti nation, d'oii detail sortir la noblesse 
li^rc'ditaire et le moDstre de la I6adalil£, ce fUau le plus ^pou- 
Tanlable doa[ le ciel, dans sa colore, peut frappcr iiae nation 
librc."— M^moires sur les lltats-G^n^raui, par le Camte d'Ea- 
tragties. 

In 17^7 a ConstitutioDnl Minister of France, authorized bj 
the King, endeaTonred to strike at that terrible remnant of 
feudality, the Corvee. The heredilary nobility and the clergy 
rose against this innovation made in favour of the people, and, 
in their remonstrance, made use of Iho fallowing argninsnt : 
— " Que reiemptlon de la Corvee confond les etats ! que I'ini- 
p<lt territorial confbnd le dergeet la noblesn avec le people ! 
^ne, dans le point d« droit, celui de la Corr^ eppartenait bdz 
Franca sur leurs faonmei ; que lea Franoi ^taient lenns da hire 
(crvirleurs hommes i irren onvragei ulilei au Roi et k I'dlat ; 
qae, suivent LoUeaa, juriMimiiilte c^lihre, la noblesse lieit 
, unuedegfifferla taille, tU fain vile corvee, mail servirk la 
guerre et autre acta de nobhice" — Observations sur les Re- 
montrancea relalivea am Corvdes: Paris, Mar. ai, 1777. 

Thus tha line between Franka and Gania was as distinctly 
marked at the period of the French Kevolulioii as in the Gih 
century. To this remonstrance the nnftyrtunate Louis XVI., 
the victim of Ibis faction of Franks, was obliged to yield; and 
he retracted the consent he had bnmanely . given to the mea- 
«ure of his minister. 

■ " N'en doutons pas, Chretiens, Dien a pr^par^ dans son 
Gonseil ^temel lea premieres famillet; maia principaUmant 
cetlea qui doirent gouveiner lea natiraii- C'est par la anile de 
oea oonMil* qne Ken a fiiit naltre Is* pauMntea giaisoas , oelle 
Je France ttcelled'Aiitricha,doni(^je tart pour Wancer^a 
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that there are no legitimate beginnings of empires; 
and that al! monarchical governments, owing their 
origin to the wants or the crimes of man, are founded 
in conquest, or are consolidated by usurpation. Dif- 
ferent stages of society may variously colour the 
event: but the Odoacres, the Alboins, the Clovis.es, 
the Charlemagues, the Guiscards, and the Bonapartes, 
have all equally proceeded upon the same principle, 
and triumphed by the same means. 

While monarchies and dynasties thus rise by phy- 
sical force and moral feebleness, constitutional govern- 
ments have other means, as well as other epochs, of 
developement. The era in which they are called into 
existence is the brightest', and tbe best, in the history 
of humanity. It is that, in which an uniTersal dif- 
fusion of knowledge, leading to a just appreciation of 
rigfati, demonstrates the evil of privilege, and ripens 
the instinct of Iib«r^ into a fixed principleof personal 
inviolability and political independence. 

On the fall of the Roman empire, the social and 
political organization of Europe, her master language 
and universal laws, alike submitted to change, or to 
extinction. Every trace of the Asiatic characteristics, 
which distinguished her southern regions, was effaced ; 
and the brilliant mythology she had adopted and 
naturalized, which had so long peopled her temperate 
climes with the bright imagery of more fervid zones, 
faded away like the fantasms ofa gay dream. Then 
arose a system to govern the minds of men, remote 
alike from the divine revelation of Jehovah, as from 
the splendid rites of Jove. Founded in sacrifice, en- 

«&ote( huTnainei." — BouueF, Oraisou juocbrB de Harie Tbrf> 
riw, R«uM d« Louis XIT. 
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forced by persecatioa, with terror for its spring, sad 
hninan degradation for its object, dark, despotic, ex- 
clusive, and sanguinary, it rose above all temporal 
power; and arrogating a divine origin, called itself— 
The Church. 

The northern hordes were well adapted to receive 
and propagate a doctrine, gloomy and powerful as 
the creed of their fathers; and while the altars of 
Odin still smoked, his followers presented themselves, 
smeared with the blood of victims, at the baptismal 
font,' whence they went forth to plunder, and to 
kill; to propagate doctrines by the sword, to punish 
resistance by the faggot. 

During the operation of causes. which desolated and 
re-peopled nations, the paradise, which had invited 
the Greeks, which had lured irom the land of Cft- 
naan * and the plains of Egypt, partook largely and 
fatally of the changes, which were impressing a new 

■ When Ihc b^mdi of Ihe fierce and petty cliieftam Clovis 
■were lly Ing h-^hn: tlie Germans in Ihe plains of Tolbarh, he, 
haviiiR iQ vail, invoked the aid ofhia own baltje god, exclaim- 
ed, in his despair, "God of Clotilda, I vow. if thou gainest 
ih^ batlie for me, to have none other god hot Ihee." The 
bailie was woo. Clotilda, Tvho was carrying on Ihe war in 
the snuth, hastened to her husband's christeniog, burning 
aome towns in Burgundy on her way, which belonged to her 
own uncle. Clnvis was baptised at Bheims, with three thou- 
sand i>f his followers, for whose faith he pledged himself to 
St. Kemi) declaring, lhat when he had lime, he would inform 
them what the ceremony meant. It was upon this occasion 
lhat Cloiis received ihe Sb. Amponle, whirh Iia' conferred di- 
vine right upon all his successors. An angel descended from 
heaven with the holy ointment to St. Remi, which lasted till 
the Aerolulion, when it emigrBted with the Atber hptiinale 
TeUoa,to return vitbAemit ihe'RMtqnliMi. 

■Haffei. . 
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character i^n society ; and Ita^ had more than her 
riiare of the vicisutude and sutTering wfaidi dis- 
tracted the rest of Europe. InTolved in the fiercest 
contests, alternately OTerrun and oppressed by Im- 
perial esarcbs, and Gothic chie^, she retrograded 
with a rapidity proportioned to her previous supe- 
riority in arts and literature ; and had already far 
sunk into the Cimmerian darkness of that fearful pe- 
riod termed the Lower Ages, when the Lombards, 
the last and the least known of the northern tribes, 
quitted their Pannonian forests, and, led on by their 
noted chieftain Atboin, marched in the track, usurped 
the power, and surpassed the fortunes of all their 
barbarous predecessors. 

Among the vigorous races of the northern hive, 
ibe Longobardi seem to have been stamped with na- 
ture's own mai\ of physiological superiority. They 
brought with diem into the enervating regions of the 
tooth, a fierce, but generous courage, and a powerful 
and dominant instinct of liberty, which has been 
found working at intervals through all the successive 
stages of Italy's woeful eustence. It was that spirit 
which so early resisted the prescriptiveness of feuda- 
lity, and gave the first shock to foreign inttuenco 
under the German emperors. It was that spirit 
which enfranchised nortLern Italy, founded herglo— 
nous republics, and cemented that holy alliance of 
free citieens, tlie league of iomiardy, the miracle of 
its age, the Magna Charta of southern Europe. 

This warlike ami independent race had spread and 
settled from the Alps lo ihe Tihur, and had rendered 
itself master of norlhero Italy, when the dynasty of 
its chiefs, after a turbulent and contested re^ of 
two centuries, fell in the person of Desiderius; aud 
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iheiron crown ofLombardyforlhe first time encircled 
the brow of a foreign viclor. Charlemagne, who had 
won it, at the head of his barbarous Franks, affected 
to receive it at the hands of the Roman Pontiff :— at 
the distance of a thousand years, a soldier of fortune, 
anu5urper,lilte himself, led on his ultramontains, and 
waiting for no holy hand to consecrate the act, him- 
self placed the iron crown of Desiderius upon his 
own brow, with that threat, then so bold, but now 
so vain,— 

DIO HE l'a DATO, eiTAI A CHE TOCCA.' 

The glory of the Carlovingian race was short-lived : 
Ziouis-Ie-Gros soon lost all that Charles the Great had 
won. The politics of Europe changed. The Popes 
found it their interest to oppose the German power 
to the preponderance of French influence ; as, lo for- 
ward their own views, they had assisted the French, 
against the independence of 1 taly. The intrigues, of 
John the Twelfth placed the diadem of the German 
empire and the crown of Lombardy upon the head 
of Otho the Great. Then the kingdom of Italy lost 
its todividuality, and ceased t9 have a capita ; while 
its new master was a stranger to his foreign domi- 

Bnt the sway which was del^^ated, was lightened ; 
and that neglect which is the natural result «f a dis- 
tant mie, opened the door to a new snd fearful inv^ 
■ion. In the eleventh ceotury, the incnr^ons of the 
Huns and the Saraceiu, and the internal diaorderi of 

■ "God hw ^T«i it me; woe to hiin who ibnehei it" — the 
■words pTooonnccd by Napol«oii when he MOirned hiuHlf at 
Hilan. 
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Italy, pressed on the very life-nervo of human endu- 
rance. The spirit of the Lombards broke forth ia 
their Italian descendants, as the salient features of an 
antiqae coin penetrate and brighten through the rusts 
of time, under the force of a rude and accidental frio- 
tion. The towns of Lombardy demanded permission 
of the Emperor to defend themselves ; and political 
necessity produced their enfranchisement. The im— 
muni^ became universal; the effect was electric. 
Every town had its chartfir, every village its diploma, 
to use the right given by ibe God of nature, the true 
and only right divine, the right of self-defence. In 
walls, raised by the hands which defended them, in 
municipal institutes founded in the election and the 
confidence of the people, existed the first rude outline 
of that consummation of legislative wisdom, a ita— 

TIOSAL ARMY, AND A MPRESENTATIVK COVl.liMlEffT. EveW 

the Church felt the vibration of the shock given to 
ignorance, prejudice, and power : for the Arian bi- 
shops of J^ombardy permitted a freedom of inquiry, 
which had some resemblance to the fearless researches 
of philosophy, and the mild toleration of more en- 
lightened times.' 

The maritime sUtes of Venice, PiSa, and Genoa, 
liad procured their freedom before the cities of Lom- 
bardy had sued and obtained that beaeRt ; but in the 
twelAh century the doctrines of civil liberty bad been 
practically taught throughout all Italy, by the exi- 
gencies which had enforced an equal distribution of 
power ; and the municipal ties, originated by neces- 

* The Lombards established Arianifm in Italj. " Les Ita- 
liens du ooziiitie si^de," says SUmonili, "I'taient de torn let 
Chr^Bna ks moins dispoiA k croin i nu ordre imaai dn 
Ciri." 
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sity, had gradually developed into repoblicaa instttU' 
tions : thus by slowly iafringing upon prerogative, 
the Stales of Italy usurped their liberties, through 
the same means as princes acquire an unconstitutional 
authority.' The yole of a foreign master was gra- 
dually lightened, till it was no longer felt ; and the 
entent and limit of the imperial States became 89 
vague and faint, that even the umpire called apon to 
decide them, failed in the attempt.* 

The theocratic domination, first impatiently sup- 
ported, was soon disputed, and its dogmas attacked ; 
until in the twelfth century the independent States 
of Italy took their place among nations, and exhi- 
bited to the startled apprehension of prescriptive 
power as many prosperous republics, as diere had 
been enfranchised towns. The Imperial claims were 
derided. Feudality escaping irom her battered Don- 
jons, sued for the protection of the free cities, by 
which she had been shorn of her power and restricted 
in her privileges. The baronial bishops were de- 
prived of the'ir temporal jurisdictions; and Popes, 
who had trodden on the necks of kings, were defied 
by the citizens of Milan and of Florence. Even Rome, 
fallen as she was, reflected the light which civil li- 
berty had kindled ; and the eloquence of a republican 
monk forwarded the cause of freedom in that forum, 
where Cicero had so often de&nded it.^ 

' Sismordi, Hist, iles Ke'p. Hal. -vol. i. , 

' "Trop faibles pour faire valoirleurs droits dans toule leor 
^tendue, leurs pretentions (ur la Loinbardie el aur I'ltalie, les 
Rois de rAllemagne ne tiraient de ce pajs qu'un reveau in- 
€ertain."~Uii1ler, Bist, Univers. 

* ArntJd of Brescia, th« friend and disciple of Abelard. lb 
preached the gospel, in oppoiition to the Church, and mingkd 
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Power tlius attacked in her two great holds of au- 
thority and of opinion, roused all her energies, and 
coalesced all her forces. The most puissant of poten* 
tales and of pontiffs, Frederick Barbarossa and Eu.^ 
gene III., now closely bound by mutual interests, 
forgot their recent feuds in the common cause; and 
consecrated their holy alliance by ceremoniee that 
ponrtrayed their respective views. The £iiq>eFor 
received the crovrn of the Caesars from the hand of 
the Pope in the Basilica of St. Peter; the Pope receiv- 
ed the keys of his temporal power from him by 
whom the Cauars were represented. Hecatombs of 
Bomaii lives were offered up on the ratification of 
this alliance, on the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul ; 
and a plenary indulgence was granted by the Pontiff 
to the German legions, ivliicli hod , previously to these 
riles, massacred his rcpuLliciin flock. 

Thus prepared and plcOgetl, these two great pro- 
tectors of the social order of that day marched with 
their foreign cohorts of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands against the liberties of Italy. Milan, then the 
most beantifol and popnlons of the Italian cities — 
Milan, with her faitbfiil ally Tortona, was the first 
destined object of this imperial and holy crnsadef a> 
she had been the first, by ber illnmination and -proi- 
perity, to alarm its leaders. But it was in vain that 

the diKilriDea of civil liberty with the precepts of the Chria- 
tian failh. Se painted the Saviour ai the first of refonneri, 
and Ihc Scripture! >s the basis of politioal freedom. The peo- 
ple, kindled by bis eloquence, assembled at the oapitol Ut rob- 
stihite a senate for » conclave. The result of this ladition 
Iras the QnioD of the Pope and the Emperor ; and Amold was 
burned alive, by the advice et St. Barnard, the <Bre«toT of the 
Pope's couKienoe. 
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tlioitsandB were opposed to hundreds; and tbat disd- 
plined. and permai^ent armies, fresh from conijuest 
and from slaughter, were led against citizen soldiers, 
inferior in skill as in niunliers. Tortona in<Ieed wa» 
laid in ashes, the plough passed over the streets of 
Milan, her name was erased from the list of nations, 
and history^ shudders at the details which truth ettorts 
from her records. But in the destruction of these 
fair and free cities, in the extermination of one half 
of their inhabitants and the sufferings of the other, 
originated the great pact of Italian emancipation and 
national confederacy. The Imperial conqueror re- 
ceived congratulatory homage from feudal princes and 
legitimate kings ; from prelates and from Podestas 
(the corporators of those times); but Italy stood 
apart. Stunned, notsubdued: superior to complaint, 
she armed for vengeance. The re-action-was as ter- 
rible as the offence which had excited it. Invading 
legions were routed with an almost ^terminating 
slaughter ; and the hitherto invincible enemy of the 
independence of Italy, defeated on the very site of his 
former conquest, was driven forth a wanderer, to 
die obscurely, amidst the ruin of his disastrous for- 

' After his complele defeat, on his second invasion of Italy, 
Larbarassa was reduced to fly almost alone, through Ihe mouii- 
lains of Savoj, and to seek shelter from Count Humbert. Pa- 
via alonp, of all Italy, remained true to hini during the Iwenty- 
two years which had elapsed between the two invasions. He 
bid brought from the remotest parts of Germany seven power- 
fill armies, and had armed, in his personal cause, a million of 
men. By a sort of poetical justice, the career-of his baOled am- 
bition terminated in defeat and disgrace, on that spot on which 
h« had obtained his most Bignal triumphs ov«r libwly toi 
right. 
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Milan and Tortona arose rapidlj from their ashes. 
The free States of Italy, animated one principle, 
and united in one cause, confederated their powers ; 
and sacrificing municipal jealousies to national inde- 
pendence, instituted The League of Lombardy ! ' 

While Milan, Florence, Sienna, and Tortona, were 
combating for rights, and Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, 
were protecting them ; while knowledge and com- 
merce were opening new sources of strength to the 
free States, among which alone they could flourish, 
and a national feeling was spreading its influence 
from the Alps to the Apennines, the neighbouring' 
kingdoms, engaged in eodlew contests for privileges 
and prerogatives, exhibited the same spectacle of feu- 
dality retarding the ciTilisatioa of the communities it 
infested. la France an anarchical hereditary nobility 
were seHing the nation, and opposing the kings- 
alike traitors to the people, and rebels to thesorereigD^ 
they epitoiAized all the evils of a system, which Italy 
alone liad the spirit to resist, and the perseverance to 

(arcumstances foreign to the internal policy of the 
Italian republics arose, to increase their influence^ 

' The l.eegue of Lombardy was conQrmed by the Treaty of 
Ca[»tance,iD ti85. The Emperor, by that treaty, granted to 
Ihe Republics all the droils regaliens ; all the privileges Ihey 
liad acqnired by cusloijij^ine, and prescription ; the riglit of 
rtiisiog armies, fartifyiog Mties, and exercising civil and crimi- 
nal jurisdiction, within tlielr Slates, with all the advantages 
which their independence h^d cliiimed, their armi won, and 
ll,e\r force protecled. 1 lie Republics s^ere legally acknowledg- 
id bv the Emperor and (he I'ope; and Ihe long struggle for 
Italian liberty ended in a contplete [riamjih over ibe most for- 
midable caaUtion which Church and State have ever opposed 
.to human happiness and oalursl ri^t. 
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and enlarge tbeir. ppifen. The contest) of tha 
Guelph and Ghibelioe fiictions, — the first beaded by 
the immediate descndanti of Otho the Great, flie 
second led on by the reigiuD^ boue of Germany-— 
gave 3 new importance to the independent 
from the weight they were cap^Ee of flingiag into 
ibebatanceof whichever side they adopted. Hatred to 
-the son of Barbarossa was the inheritance of every 
Italian citieen ; and whatever party stood opposed to 
the reigning family of Gerchany, had the Republics 
of Italy for their natural ally. It was also the interest 
of the Pope to oppose the increasing influence of the 
Emperors ; and by Joining what was then considered 
as the liberal party, he became for a period uuited 
in alliance with the free States. 

The details of.these long and frightful feuds are too 
well known to dwell upon. In their results they 
were fatal to humanity. The rival ambition of 
Popes and Emperors contributed to embroil Italy in 
sangninBi;y and civil contests, to divert her iitafes 
frWB the pursuit of their true interests, to revive 
fbe influence of feudality, to originate the establish- 
ment of penrnkBoit armies, and give importance to 
the talents and prowess, of military (juefe;' to the 
detriment of the more meritorious private citizen 
and patriot magistrate. Yet with all these impedi- 

' The exigencies of tiirbuleot times eztendei) the sphere of 
the army ; and, chaagiog a national militia into a pernMr 
nent feree, laid the foundation of future subjection. The 
^tt^ ittamviaes' of Italf «ho still preserved Uieir chieftaia- 
riei— tb« MigiisuTieB of Esle, of Ferrara, and Vecooo— 
into conieqaenee. Tben were multiplied the faoMM C<Rid«t- 
tioH, the " Capitaiaea d'beanaur et d'annw," men of preda- 
tory habits and unitary *1hU> " pMfeotioim«m«nt de V.w, 
you I. 2 
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meats to improreoieiit aad m'oqteijtf , Italy, tree 
Raly, took ^ lesid of feudal Enrope. Whatever 
ligkt was emitted came from Iter supmor iUumiiut- 
tion. Indiutiy and indepradOBce flonriihed in Mi- 
Ian ; liberty fooiid her palladium ia Florence* where 
counters were opened for ihecommerce of the world; 
and arts, literature, and science, again raised their 
temples on their ancient sites. The political springs 
of oth^r governments were thrown into action by the 
moral mastery of Florentine minds ; ' and while this 
republic lent ministers to other nations, she chose her 
own statesmen from her poets and philosophers — 
poets and philosophers who were not less distin- 
guished as patriots and freemen. In quick succession 
she produced Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio; and 
the world had no parallel for bar intellectual supe- 
liori^. Agriculture kept pace with manufactures, 
i^ie dothed royalty with the gorgeous products of 
her looms, and supplied improvident nations from, 
her granaries. 

The existence of the Italian Republics was a solc~ 

mure," says HuUer, "des gens d'arraerie fut I'ouyrflge des 
gentOshommes. Leur force ^tait irresistible, et la force mili- 
laire aingi te trouTa antra les mains des cobles. " — Histoirs 
universelle. 

' There were assecobled at Bome, to congratulate Bonirace 
the Vllltb, twelve ainbiusiidors from different stales, all Fto- 
reutinea. These vere, Vermiglio Atianl, from the Emperor j 
Musciatto Franieri, from Philip of France^ Ugoliao da Vic- 
cbio, from the King of England j Kimeri, from Bohemia, Si- 
moiie di fioui, from Andronicus, Emperor of Constantiaople j 
Gtaiedardo Bastari, from the Great Khan of Tarlary; Uanno 
Adinari, fromK. Charles of Naples j Guido Talanca, from Fre- 
dorick ofSidly ; Bendvenoi Folcbi, from the Grand MaaUrof 
Bhodes;lapo Ubarti,fromniajCinaIKotwBlTi>froiB thaSei- 
gaentof Caaieiiiioj uidPdlaStroBii fron noienee. 
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ciam in the reigning system of Europe ; and their 
example dangerous to its permanency. From con- 
temporaries they obtained no sympathy, for they 
stili kept in advance of their own times. Generation* 
rose therefore successively to crush what they dared 
not imitate; and they called on the ministers of 
their own errors to exterminate the few, whose pro- 
gress in wisdom'aad liberty shaiUed the dark and 
fettered Ttiai^. Despotism and bigotry, obeying the 
cill as often as it was given, started from the fortress, 
and rushed from the cell, and clanlied tha chain^ and 
kindled . the ia^oU The State shook her iron sceptre, 
the Church unfurled her red-cross banner. Princes 
and pontiffs, linked in fraternal hatred against freedom 
and truth, renewed the vows of Eugene and Burba- 
rossa ; and imperial legions, armed by kings, and 
blessed by infallible priests, were let loose against 
the rights and the happiness of a few free cities, who 
had proved by the test of experiment, that knowledge 
and civil liberty are the sole bases of human virtue 
and civilization. 

The existence of liberty in Italy was like the na- 
tural day of her brilliant climate ; it rose in bursts of 
splendour, and sunk in sudden aiid unprepared dark- 
ness. Her republics invaded, environed, overwhelmed 
by the snccesiive armies of Enrope, Which had either 
raised or protected lier domestic enemies, till distrust 
at home became niore formidable than even the dan- 
ger from without ; ' her rich soil bathed in the blood 
of her son*, rainly sbed in her defence ; her States 

' The Tiieonti, SiwUi Hs^ri> B'Gite, Fameie^ etc. etc. who 
all owed their powir toA p^nnnieiicjr, if aat Iheir eleralion^ 
id tli^ intrigofi ef Awtria, Eranc^ Spain, and the PopM. 



Digitized by 



•*> HISTORIC SKKTf.IinS. 

divided by papal intrigues and feudal pretensions ; 
ter plains the field chosen by contending potentates, 
to dispute their unfounded and ambitious claims to 
the country they desolated ; Italy, to the last gasp 
of her independence, exhibited the results of her free 
tttstitutiDns ; and like the dying gladiator of her Ca- 
pitol, WM iab^me eveii in' the last p>tig of diswlu- 
tioo. Her ^leadid capita were iKvested, besieged 
m4 nvsged, and suSered tn^er the accamulated 
horrors of W, pestil^u, and iaaiae, brought on 
by the occnpatioB of Ute Amtrian and Spaoieh ai> 
miea ; her best cttizenSf and immortel aniiKun wrre 
put to the torture, and branded widi the name of 
conspirators,' for defending their country against 
domestic tyranny, upheld by foreign interference j a 
flood of deiuoraliEation was let in upon her society 
by the licence and crimes of foreign troops and pre- 
datory bands ; and from the walls of Milan, to the 
sanctuary of the Vatican, the loveliest conntry of 
Europe Was desolated by acts of savage atrocity and 
brutal violation, from which even at this distance of 
time humanity shudders and recoils.* 

■ la the affair of the Orii Oriccllari, Agnslino Capponi an<3 
Pietro Paolo BoEcoli, a man oflett«r9, were decapitateil, upon 
tlie pretext, true or tahe, of conspiracy againsr Julian and Lo- 
rcDlo di Uedici j and MachiaTstli was imprisoned, ruined, ani) 
tortured, and his noble spirit broken down to the composi- 
tion of his " Prince," which many have considered as 
mat retractation of those principles which had acliiatpd him 
through life.— See f.uicciardini, and also Machiavelli's Let lers. 

* "Era veramente la Lombardia ddotia nelle iiiajigiori ao' 
gustie : desolala dalla peatei in balia alia tirenza militare, do- 
veia obbedire al capricdo ed alia sfrenateraa d'un e»Tcito, a 
«hi h vitloria parca che rendease tntto lecito , et a i a»- 
BumdanllistcsiidoveaiiopaiiMtlereoHDe an' iodennimiioiK 
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In i5ai } the star of the house of Austria held the 
aKendant in the political hemisphere of the world,* 
KaA C2iarles the Fifth was advancing with rapidity to 
universal mosarchj, that coninmmBtion so often and 
to devoutly wished by royal ambition, when one 
little city, with its band of patriots, c^pMed the 
views of the most powerful sovereign which, since 
the days of Charlemagne, the world had seen. The 
glory of this resistance was reserved for Florence. 
Milan, having first fallen a victim to her petty sove- 
reigns and to the intrigues of France, was ravaged 
hy the Imperial troops, under circumstances more 
terrible than those that had fallen on her population 
when Barbarossa had passed the plough over her ruins. 
Bat Florence, in spite of the crimes and frequeat 
luarpations of the detested and deposed Medici, still 
struggled for liberty,- and resisted the domestic ^ 
ranny of a family long supported by the greatest po 
tentates of Eun^. The Hedici had hitherto united 
with the house of France, with which they were id- 
lied; battheincreasingpoweyaodiuccesMsofGiarlei 
induced Pope I>o the Tenth to change his system ; 
Bud he entered into engagements with the Emperor, 
who bound himself to back the house of Medici in 
Iheir claim to the sovereignty of Florence, and to take 
the Holy See under his especial care. This atliauce 
was afterwards renewed by Clement tile Seventh. 
Francis the First, that preux 'whose life was one 

alle paghe die hod ricevevano, gli assassini, gli stupri, i sac- 
chcggi." Pignotii, vol. ii. p. :a. 

' " Cioch' & stato rlagli storici chiamato la propizia Stella 
^lU CB9a d'Austria."— Ibid, p. 38. Charles Ibe Fifth was 
graDdion of tho Dnke of Austria, called Haximilian die Fen- 
n7lcm. 
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perpetual falsehood," having first united with the Flo- 
rentines against the Emperor and the Pope, broke with 
his allies. By the disgraceful treaty of Cambray, which 
was gossiped over by two old women,' he delivered 
Florence into the hands of its hereditary tyrants, and 
implacable foes, the Medici and the Emperor. 

Florence now stood alone, and it was her pre- 
eminence to wind up the last act .of It«Iy*s direful 
tragedy. The first article in &e bieaty between Cle- 
ment and Charies stipnlated for the restoration of "the 
splendour and establishment of the house of Stedici in 
the person of Alexander, the husband of the Em- 
peror's illegitimate daughter. The republic of Flo- 
rence, which had so often and so recently hunted the 
Hedicean faction from ber gates, refused a despot 
Plough offered by one who had become the umpire 
of Europe. Negociations ~had already proved vain. 
The Emperor would hear nothing from the Floren- 
tine ambassadors, as long as Florence affected In main- 
tain an independent gjovernment : the Pope would 
listen to no terms, but those which should place his 
family upon the throne of Tuscany. The ambas- 
sadors rejected both with disdain ; and refused toin- 

'Yrsnch, trhen a prisoner in Spaio, and weary oosfiao- 
nxBt, hedged his honour to ihe Empsror, that he irould re- 
tarAU Andrid, if permitled to visit his dominions. When lie 
na4dwd4:he frontiers of France, he butsL into a fit of laughter 
at CharWe.credulily i and, arriving at Paris, liuilt a little pa- 
TilioD, and calling it Madrid, taok possession of it, 'with " Me 
Toici i Madrid." So much for Tout est perdu, fors Pkonneur. 

'The two ladies who thus settled the affairs of nations irere, 
the fimoui Louisa, queen mother of France, irba, having rob- 
bed the Exchequer by a forgery, caueed ber ion's most faiUb- 
ful miiiistet to be hanged for Ihe defalcation : the other w'm 
Charles Ihe Fifth's ^nt tfwgaret. 
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suit the people by repeating them . The scabbard was 
theQ flung away ; and the citizens of Florence under- 
took to defend their State against the troops of com- 
bined nations. The Pope's army was composed of 
the soldiers who had lately besieged him in his retreat 
in St. Angelo, and wasmade up of all the Spanish and 
Austrian corps, vhich h*d not fallen vktims <£ tbcir 
own tscesMs in Hie A^adEul «^uig of fionae. To 
theM were }oita«d ^refuse of ^ Italian popnlation, 
ontlavFS and banditti, and the still more fearfnl and 
better-organized Masnadieri. Such was the force led 
on by a Prince of Orange, which Qement the Seventh 
with parricidal impiety directed against his ntktive 
city ; while himself and the Emperor were engaged 
in getting up the pageant (^the Imperial coronation 
at Bologna. 

Arrived within view of Florence, this fierce and 
formidable army paused breathless with admiration ; 
and coBtemplating its lovely site, the richness and ele- 
gaace of its gardens and villas, and all the symptoms 
of opulence and dyilintion wi& which its industry 
and free hntitBtieiH had covered it, they struck their 
spears in femsons <Aveateiungs, «ad shoiAed that in- 
«ult yi^idi vM mmat to shew th«r contemipt of a 
commerciri people, and indicated Ae true motiTe of 
th«r mercenary warfare. ' 

Opposed to this dreadful picture of outrage and 
violation, the internal preparation for the sie^ of 
Florence was a gracious contrast. But the details, 

' " Appareeclua, 0 Fiienn, i tool broooifi f M(« obe hq. 
vengfaiomo a «om|inffi a minra {neoh*."— Tarehii btor 
l; 10. 

to purdiaM them with oar tgexn" 
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all iplcndid uid bcaulafnl as tiuy are, Balot^ 'to 
nobler auA mam ample fagea, than that in .which 
they are now only recalled, as dates in the history of 
human virtue. The patriot deathofNiccolo Capponi:' 
— Michael Angelo hastening from his great work to 
shut himself up in the city of his birth in the hour 
of her greatest need, pouriug his glorious earning 
into her public coffers, and raising walls for her de- 
fence with those hands which had painted the Divi- 
nity on the walls of the Vatican, and chiselled the 
immortal Moses, the wonder and admiration of pos- 
terity : — Saionarola ' purchasing his certain martyr- 
dom in the dungeons of Rome by preaching resist- 
ance la the, holy crusade, and stirring up a love of 
ancient liberty three thousand of the Florentine 
youth of the highest rank., self-armed, marching 
solemnly to the altar, and pledging themselves on 
the holy scriptures to defend the liberties of Florence 
to the last drop of their blood :— two titotuand of 
the eldm, from the age of 40 to 55, armed like their 
sons, and taking the same holy engagement ip the 
presence of their wives and cbildreu :■— the most 
luxurious of the aristocracy consenting to the de- 
struction of their villas and galleries without the 
walls, for the protection of the city :— -the more 
tragic sacrifices made of kindred and friends whom 

■ Fnvesepiog ihe impossibilily of saving Florence, whatever 
mighl. he tlie eS\'itU of the citizens, his heart broke under ths 
contit'tion ; and his d3'in^ words were a lamentBlion for his 
country. — Vila di Nicoolo Cappooi. 

' Varchi, Jafor. I. it. Kroveaato Cellini, who nss afler- 
irarda inoarceraled in Ihe duDgeon where Savonarola died the 
moit- htnic -of death*, makei a most pathetic' i^uod to the 
toBeriDg* of his prtdecenor, in ducribiDg hit owni 
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the people demand ed as victims for Laving notori- 
ously betrayed their country, as spies or emissaries of 
the Pope and Emperor : — the brave sorties against the 
formidable fee, and the wild attacks upoa the Spanish 
and German traopi in their owa camp — all these 
U*aits of patridtism and poblic spirit could not saw 
tlie devoted df y, where liber^ clunf to ber last altar. 

Fkwfiice fell i but in ber last ^ony, wi^ pesti- 
lence witiiin her walls, and the ferocious eDeuy at 
her gates, and want and exhaustion thinning her 
armed ranks, the people still demanded to he led to 
battle and to die upon their ramparts. Famine ef- 
fected what a superior force could not achieve. The 
Florentines capitulated ; but even in the moment of 
laying down their arm^, they stipulated for their li- 
berties, and proposed a definite constitution to the 
conqueror. The Emperor gave them a despotic 
prince, and that prince a Medici. 

Italy fell with Florence. From that period, broken 
'and parcelled out, she heheld the greatest part of her 
dominions under the unlimited power of Spain and 
Austria ; until the separation of the States of Charles 
the Fifth left the greater portion of those fertile tracts 
called by tbe Lombards die Kingdom of Italy, under 
the dominion of Spaf u. 

' Tbecbainofforei^anddomesticdespotismwaBgra- 
dually drawn to its extreme tension. ' Sixtus the Fifth 
•followed np the system of his immediate predecessors, 
augmented the power of the pontiffs, and established 
a police in Rome that tended to exterminate the faint 
workings of freedom, which still broke out at inter- 
vale in the turbulence of the Roman patricians ; until 
the total dftbasemeDt of that order laid them in the 
dnat, from whence they have never risen. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



32 HISTOBrC SKETCHES. 

The maritime republics slill boasted of their inde- 
pendence, but tbeir liberties were gone; and the 
principalities of Italy sunt into the last stage of de- 
gradation and bigotry. Towards the latter end of 
the sixteenth century, a strong tendency towards 
the concentration of power manifested itself in all the 
govemmeats of Europe. The repubUo were taught 
to become ariatocratic, the monarchiei to be absolnte, 
the pontifis more iadependent of the conclave. The 
policy <^Philip the Second of E^aitt, himself a mon- 
ster in the human genus, but an abstract perfection 
of despotism, was adopted in almost every cabinet of 
Europe. From that moment the most fatal elTects 
were produced on the moral and political existence 
of society. Wars ceased to be national, and became 
the affair of governments for the interests of parti- 
cular families ; public spirit disappeared, and public 
opinion lost its influence ; men ceased to be citieens, 
and were only considered as subjects. On the con- 
tinent the system was universally successful; and, if 
it failed in England in spite of the unremitting ef- 
forts of the four Stuarts, she owed her salvation to 
her two glorious revoludoiis. ' 

From this period the Moorigh gallantfy of Spun, 
the generous independence of die old Castilian' tiM— 
racter, were extingnished under the inflnoice of her 
kings and Inquisition. A few epignutnnatic poets 
and playwriteit ■ could not rescue France irom Ite 

■ The first reroluticm, though unsuccessful, and therefon 
stigmatized by tbt name of rebellion, was ihe parent of Eng- 
lish liberty, and exhibited ao ardour, a generositji, and an 
)Dtellectual vigour in the peopU, much superior to rhoie dii- 
|>layed in the more aalcnlated mavement of 1688. 

■"Siicle d< grand* taUnslnen plus ^sedeliuiuims.''— Volt. 
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vilest corruption in manaers, and the darkest despo- 
tism in government. Germany could scarcely retro- 
grade i and slie remained not more free than in the 
days ot ker Bai^iuwsaf aod «aly more enlightened 
as As lUfiiniutiou JH^ike pwdally upon her gloomy 
iad cumhrous doloeu. The uQrthem goTernments 
vere still in a aUt? of simple Bavagery, redeemed by 
some santilUtions oC iadepeBdenoer which bright^ 
ened at intervals in Sweden. Prussia was scarcely 
known under her petty chiefs, but as a German di^ 
trict ; and Russia, slowly emerging from absolute 
barbarism in the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
without laws, government, morals, or letters, exhi- 
bited in that ingenious and energetic savage bfir czar 
Peter, "the head and front" of her national civili- 
lation. 

But Italy — Italy, which had so long characterized 
the northern hordes as ultramontane barbarians, 
which had thrice given to Europe letters, arts, and 
sciences, iwder the Etruscans, under the Komans, 
and under her rep^lics, — Italy, which could not htt 
undvilieed, saffered a severer penalty , and was de- 
graded. She lost her Jiving character, and becttme 
a d^id letter among nations. The traveller visited 
her existing capitals, as antiquaries, descend into 
buried cities, for the relics they exhibit and the mo- 
numents they preserve. The only symptoms of ani- 
mation which varied her fatal repose, vrerc the bat- 
tles fought on her plains by her foreign masters with 
their foreign foes. 

Up to the middle of the eighteenth century, Spain 
ruled the two Sicilies by viceroys, who occasionally 
maddened thfe people into insurrectitms by cruelties 
uid ewct8>n4 ; an4.>he gave pfuices, conqtieata, 
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freatieSf and'alliaBces, to the feudal Stetea of the in* 
terior ; while Tuscany and Lombardy lay beamnbed 
in. lifeless torpidity under the house 'of^mfaria. To 
general and long operSrting caoaes ii^ich had nearly 
extinguished the primitiTe elementi of th« Italian 
character, waa added one necessarily and powerfully 
influential, a peace of fifty years. The despotism 
which had depraved, now ceased to gall ; the sybarite 
subjects of the Italian sovereigns vegetated under a 
bondage, which became mild in proportion as it was 
unresisted. Deprived of every principle of re-actioa 
within, and totally unmolested from without, ei-. 
eluded alike from all collision of interest and all com- 
munication of intellect, the deicendants of heroes, of 
poets, of patriots, and oi' sage^, ivere lost in avolup- 
tuous tranquillity and steeped in dull licentiousness : 
in religion bigots, in morals abandoned,- in intellect 
infantine, and in the scalo of nations a nonentity. 
In the midst of this uniTersat and deatk-like repose^ 
the crash of distant thunders, sack as the Capitoline 
Jupiter or the chief of ihe Christian Vattcnt bad never 
fulminated, was heard bursting over the eternal sum- 
mits of the guardian Alps. The electric lights which 
broke along the political chain of Europe, let fall their 
sparks upon the plains of Lombardy ; the shock 
was felt in (be voluptuous bowers of the Arno, in 
the gorgeous galleries of the Quirinal, and from the 
Semplon to Vesnviu.f all Italy responded a fearful 
vibralion. A revolution in public opinion first mani- 
fested its existence by terrible symptoms in France, 
where every human abuse had . reached the utmost 
possibility of endurance. This was tl^acrind of one 
of those great epochs in the histMHj||%nnwti]^ 
■whiA return at remote interii4^;^B^K>*'m^(Hi«r. 
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phenomena. Grand, splendid, and overwhelming, 
they are the results of the moral instinct of man 
urging forward tbe cause of that truth, which is to 
lessen the weight of his evils and to increase his sum 
of good. For all leads but to that, the here and the 
hereafter,- the ox offered to Isis, and the hght ana- 
lyteA by Newlon. History has recorded these epodis 
as ihejr aj^ieared, the ImninouB /watars of mind, in 
Egypt, in Greece, in Italy, and in England. She has 
also recorded the shock of temporary interests succes- 
sively opposed to their duration and influence. But 
though power and system have from age to age 
forced a recoil, they have neither broken the spring 
of tbe irapnise, nor obliterated the trace of the passing 
impression. It is thus the tide, ebbing as it flows, 
marks the circle of each successive wave on the sands 
from which it retires ; until, finally effecting its im- 
mutablelaw, it covers with its waters the whole waste 
of shore where rocks and shoals have vainly stemmed 
its incursioiis. To trace the result of this Kuropeao 
revolution ia Italy, which broke up for ever the stale 
institutes of feudality, and the power of the Church, 
is theobject of thefoUowingpagesi to which the fore- 
going brief sketch of Italian story has been deemed 
necessary. For while the classical annals of Italy, 
with all iheir vices and crimes, make a part of the es- 
tablished education of England, the &r iiobler history 
of tbe Italian Republics, " les sihcles des mirUcM 
ignores," remains but little kaowa, notwithstand- 
ing the analogy of their free political institutions fo 
our own, and their early dissemination of knowledge 
through the rest of Europe. 

TOL. I. 3 
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CHAPTER n. 

PASSAGE OF TflE ALPS. 

Lans-le-bourg. — Mount Cenis. — Ancient and Ac 
lual Condition of the Road.— Passage of the 
French Army.— Slate of the MiUlarj Forces of 
France at the period of the Remhition, and of 
the ftaliaa Invasion. 

Savoy, with all its wiW variety of soil and' scene, 
its vestiges of ^xtinct volcanos, and saanj vales of 
pastoral beauty, may be considered as the vestibule 
of the Alps. As their mightier regions are approached , 
the coimtry gradually loses its character of civiliza- 
tion, the last stunted vine withers upon the heights 
of Modaue, and culture has ceased to clothe the inter- 
slices of rocks with its forced products, ere that 
acclivity is asceaded, where, in the midst of" regions 
dolorous," sland the clustered hovels of the village of 
I.Lius-le-bourg. 

Tbe exhaustion of a long journey is a species of 
malady; and the peculiar weariness, physical and 
moral, which hangs on the close of each day's pro- 
gress, may be said to be ihe periodical paroxysm of the 
disease. The truth of this remark is only to be veri- 
fied in all its intensity by Continental travellers ; and 
it is »ever perhaps more strongly iUostratBd than by 
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Aote yrho, writer of these pages, reacli the 

foot of the Alps at the close of a wearisome Axy, and 
catch through the deepening shadows of a dreaiy 
twihght,and the drifting eddies of a saow«hower, thi 
first glimpses of those regions, which appear to the 
morhid perceptions of exhausted nature — 

"Aa nmrsTS* of death, vbidi God hj mine 
CrMted EYil, for oril only good." — Hilioh. 

The dark, narrow, plasty lane of Lans-le-bourg 
is terminated to the left by a spacious building, which 
rises directly opposite to the ascent of Mount Cenis. 
This building includes a barrack, and an inu,' built 
by the French. All else around was one wild waste 
of snow ; and the murky huts of Lans-le-bourg 
looked like a Lapland village. 

The passage of the Alps, from Hannibal to Vapo- 
leou, has been always describecl as awful and terrific ; 
as something worse 

" Than bUetyethaTO feign'd, ovfeiTeaneeiTBd." 

Benvenuto Cellini's journey over them to France, 
in the sixteenth century; Evelyn's lu the seven— 
leeoth ; and Iiady Mary Wortiey's, and Horace Wal- 
pole's in the eighteenth, are all described in terms 
which seem to exhaust the details of possible danger. 
'* I intend to set out to-morrow," says the brilliaiit 

' This inn is kepi by an English family, and, contrary to 
general custom, afforded greater accommodation, comfort, 
and GiTitity, than are usually offered by onr emigrating cnua- 
tryiaen. Good beds and good fare are peculiarly ralnable; 
and Talned, in Siis dreai; spot, when the aaddan dimiDUtioB 
of temperiKire Vrbicb newuarily accompieiei a r^ld aitx^ 
, leave* the body more MiKeplibto of diMgreeable impreenom. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



a8 PASSACE OF THE alps. 

ambassadress to the Ottoman Porte, " and pass those 
dreadful A\ps so much talki;d of. If I come to the 
boUoQi, you shall hear of me."—" We began to as- 
cmd Mount Cenis, being carried on little seats of 
tiristed osier fixed upon poles, npoQ men's shoul- 
ders." 

Horace Walpole's description is still more formi- 
dable. "At the foot of Mount Cenis we were obliged 
to quit our chaise, which was taken to pieces and 
loaded oil mulM ; and we were carried on low arm- 
chairs on ^es, swathed in beaver bonnets, beaver 
gloves, beaver stockings, muffs, and bear-stins." — 
" The dexterity and nimbleness of the mountaineers 
is inconceivable ; they run down steeps and frozen 
precipices." — " We had twelve men and nine mules 
to carry us," — " On the lop of the highest Alps, by 
the side of a wood of firs, there darted out a jouiig 
wolf, seized poor dear Tory by the throat; and before 
we could possibly prevent it, sprung up the side of 
the rock, acid carried him off." 

To ihis perilous mode of passing the Alps, Lalande 
offers an alternative. " Cela s'appelle se fairs ra- 
master." One of the preliminaries of this speedy 
mode of travelling might be deemed quite sufficient 
to render it an experiment of rare occurrence ; and 
the whole is sufficiently uninviting, from the first 
predpitatioii dovrn the frozen snows (»f the moun- 
tain, till the half-dead traveller is picked up, or 
" ramassi" at the base of its rapid descent.' 

' "Thiiisoaly practised on the Savoy side, the PiedmoDletie 
mounlains not being adapted to the process. For Ihe opera- 
tioD, the travdler is seated on a traineau; and a guide ii 
jdaced before him, (with iron spikes in his shoes, to stop the 
machine when it goes too fiut,) who throws himself back on 
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When, however, the passage of a Pi«clniORte»e 
princess, on her way to some royal brid^room of 
France, was especteJ, the Corvee was exacted in all 
its terrible rigour, and the whole vassalage of Pied- 
mont and Savoy were put into requisilion to clear a 
path for the traineau of the royal bride." But all 
under royalty passed, or perished, as it miglit be. 

Impressed with all this perilous imagery, which 
the last book of travels, looked into over night, had 
relived in the memory, it was a dreary thing to rise' 
Vith the'dawD.-the following morning, and from 
fte window of Lans-le-bourg Inn, to behold that 
"frown cont^era, dt^ep snow and ice, where armiei 
whole kafe funk." Immediately opponte' the door, 
ab'ack track in the snow was pointed out, as the oltt' 
line of road over which the shuddering traveller Vcas 
borne in osier baskets, on the shoulders of I hose por- 
ters of the Piovaleseand of I.ans-le-hourg. who were 
of necessity reduced to the stale of beasts of burden ; 
and who frequently were obliged to fortify them- 
selves against the severity of the elemeuts they en- 
countered, by means wliich sometimes endangered, 
and sometimes lost the lives of the persons com- 
mitted to Ihfir care.^ Beaver swathings ! reeling 
porters I frozen precipices I young wolves ! and dis- 

liie traveller, lo prsveiit Ihe effe ct of (keslmck fmra piirhing 
him out. TI11..S arrbnijicJ, Ih'- w],.»le are pmjcclcii down llie 
frozi^n Miow nn llic side nf the mnunlaiii. and a qEiart. r of aa 
hour brings tliem to t!ie fool (if Mount Cenis."— Utlande. 

' This was tlii! case in 1 7-5, on tlie marriage of th« presani 
Kini; of Fi':irre and his brother Ifae-Couot d'Artoia, to Ihe two 
Prinresses of Savoy. 

■ " On the very higheBt pncipioe of UiHiiit Ceniav the de«>t 
of diicord, in Ihe siniilitode of aoiir wine, had got amnngst one 
Alpine Mvagei, and set them- a-Sgbttng with Gray and me in 
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located carriages on tuules' backs, were predominat- 
tug ideas, when, descending to tlie inn-yard to be- 
gin our journey, we found our carriage undisturbed, 
four pc^t-horses, and two smart postilions, whose 
impatient *' Allona, Monsieur, at Ions, Madame," 
ret^Ue^ the technical jargon of the first stage from 
Paris. Their " vif, vtf" put the homes into iqd- 
and we weeded in a trot that brctad, Hnooth, 
tpagmficent road, -wbicb, carried over tibe in^ti«»1> 
acclivitieg <)f the mistiest regicw, weeds the niili- 
tary highways of antiquity, and shames th« pared 
Toads of modem France, whose price was the degra- 
dation of a nation.' The road, indeed, when we 
passed it, was covered with snow ; but Uie fences 
on either side marked its breadth ; and the facility 
of its winding ascent, proied the boldness, ingenuity, 
and perfection of its design. At certain distances 
arose the safe asylums {maiso/is de refuge) against the 
tormenta, or the avalanche; and the Cantonieri pre- 
sented themselves willi their picls-axes and shovels, 
giving courage, where aid was not wanted. A post- 
bouse, or a barrack, disputed the site with the bears 
aaii wolves ; and the rapidity of the whole passage 
rendered beaver swathiugs, or any other extraordinary 
precautions against cold, unnecessary. All that had 
been danger, difficulty, and sufiering, but twenty- 
years back, was now safe, f^le, and enjoyable; 
secure beyond the chance of accident, sublime be~ 
yoiid the reach of thought. Legiliniale princes ! 
divine-righted sovereigns ! houses of France! Austria 

the chairs : they rushed him by me on a crag,, where Ibere. 
was acurce room for a ctorea foot."— Walpole's Comspon- 

■ The Cdtv^. 
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and Savoy ! ' ' which ofjou haoe done ihi'= ? " There 
is not one among yon, descendants of a Clovis, a 
Barbarossa, or aa Amadeus, but may in safe con- 
acieoce shake his inaocent head, and answer, " Tkou 
cami not si^ '^woa / did it ! " — Neither does the 
world acGiue joa- 

Whoever hw wandered far and seen much, has 
learned to distrust the -promises of hooks; and (in 
respect of the most splendid efforts of human labour] 
must have often felt how far the unworn expectation 
starts beyond its possible accomplishment. But na- 
ture never disappoints, Neither the memory nor 
the imagination of authorship can go beyond the fact 
she dictates, or the image she presents. If general 
feelings can be measured by individual impressions, 
Italy, with all her treasures of art, ahd associations 
of history, has nothing to exhibit, that strikes the 
traveller like the Alps which meet his view on his as- 
cent to Ihe summit of Mount Cenis, or of the Sim- 
plon. That is a moment in which the imagination 
f«els the real poverty of its resources, the narrow li- 
mits of its range. An Aspect of the material world 
then presents itself, whidi genius, even ia its highest 
naltatioa, must leave to ongiixl creation, as uuimi- 
tated and iniiuilable- The sensation it produces is 
too strmg.for pleasure, too intense &r enjoyment. 
There, where all isH new, norell^ loses its charm; 
where all is So safe, conscious security is no proof 
against " horrible imaginings ;" and those splendid 
evidences of the science and industry of man, wbicji 
rise at every step, recede before the terrible pcosibi- 
lities with which they mingle, and which may ren- 
der the utmost precaution ^ talent and philaotfaroj^ 
niuvaildtle- It is in Yain that the barrier rises and 
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the arch springs ; that t!ie gulf is platformed and the- 
precipice screened — sti!! the eye closes and Ihe breath 
is suspended, while danger, painted in the unmasler- 
ed savagery of remote scenes, creates an ideal and 
proximate peril. Here experience leaches the falsity 
of Ibe trite manim, that the mind becomes eSevated. 
by the contemplation of nature in the midst of her 
grandest woris, and engenders thoughts " that vaa- 
der through elemity." The mind ia such scenes is- 
not raised. It is stricken back upon its ova insigni- 
ficance. Masses like these sublime deformities, start- 
ing out of the ordinary proportions of UBture,. in 
their contemplation reduce mau'to what he is< — aii' 
atom. In such regions nothing is in conformity 
with him, all is at variance with his end and being, 
all iscommemoratire of those elementary convulsions, 
whicli sweep away wliatever lives and breathes, in 
the gs-neral wreck of inanimate mal Vi't. Engines and 
agents of the destructue eleiuejits that rage around 
them, these are regions fitted only to raise the storm 
and to launch the avalanche; lo cherish the whirl- 
"wind, and attract the bolt; until some convulsive 
tiiroe witiiia their mystic womb, awakens fiercer con- 
tentions : then they heave and shift, and burst ObA 
burn, again to subside, cool down, and Settle into 
awful stillness and permanent desolation i at once the 
wreck and themoDumeutof changes, which scoiFat 
bimiBn record, and trace in characters that admit no 
controversy the fallacy of calculations and the vanity 
of systems. Well may the countless races of succes- 
sive ages have left the mysteries of the Alps unexploi^ 
ed, their snows untr^cked : but immortal glory be 
the meed of, them, the l»'ave, bold spirits, whose, 
unaccommodated natures, .ia:these regicms, where 



Digitized by GoOgle 



PASSAGE OF THE ALPS. 



33 



" cold performs ihe effect of fire," braved dangers in 
countless forms, to oppose the invading enemies of 
their country's struggliag rights; who climbing where 
the eagle had not soared, nor the chamois dared to 
spring, raised the shout of national independence 
atnidst echoes which had never reverberated, gave to the 
kwwl of Uie wolf, or the thunder of the avahmche.* 
Gratitude as eternal as the snows of Moont Blanc to 
tfaem mr him, who grappled with obstacles coeval 
iralh creation, levelled the pinnacle and blew up the 
DOck>, pierced the granite and spanned the torrent, 
d^Mitiog with nature in all her potency her right to 
separate man from man, and m^de straight in the dor 
sert an highway for progressive civilization ! 

Than such great works as . this, one only greater 
remained — to facilitate the comrauniou of knowledge, 
and spread the means of civil liberty from pole to 
pole by their sole omnipotent agent, a vhee prrss. 
Ilewhodid much, did not this — he who levelled moun- 
tains and turned aside torrents, and did more than a 
thousand ages of feudal patrons could effect, of all his 
possible performances left this greater still behind^' 
and by that one lalse calculation , made od the model 
of examples he derided and. of men he had crushed, 
he fell himaelf; and. now remains " unrespiied, mtr- 
piiied, unreprieved," the victim of the system he rfr- 
vived and of the polity he cherished. 

The art of road-maiing ranks high in the means of ~ 
civilization; and its utiUty, better felt than under- 

' " Les pieces d'artillerie et les caissaos soot [lorles d bras : 
lea grenadiers arrives au Bommet du mont,. jeterent cd I'-air 
leura boiuielt oiais de plumels rougeg. Un cri joie s'^Uve 
I'BrmA. Lei Alpet lont frauchies."— Campaftne d'ltaTis, 
1796. 
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Stood in the dark ages, was sufficiently appreciated to 
render it .in oLjCCl of monopoly to the Church.' To 
build a bridge, or clear a forest, were deeds of salva- 
tion for the nest world, as for this; and royal and 
noble sinners very literally paved their way to hea- 
ven, and reached the gates of paradise by causeways 
made on earth. St. Benedict laid tbebasitof his own 
canonization with the first stone of the famous l»id^ 
of Avignon; which, says Pope HicoUs the Fifth, WAi 
raised 1^- the inspiratten of the Holy Ghost. The 
Freres PorOifs hy dint <^ brick and mortar built up 
a reputation which rendered their order the most 
opulent as well as the most revered of their day; and 
the vicegerents of God on earth " could find no 
higher title to indicate their power than that, bor- 
rowed from Soman priests and emperors, of Pontifex* 

' Some remoips of the Canlonieri, or Uiricularii *, esta- 
blished in Gaul under the Romans, were discoverable in the 
early part of Ibe middle ages in Provence, where Ihey piled in 
bands on the banks of rivers and marshes. But Ibis living 
machinery was not always to he li'uslt^d ; for in undertaking 
to forward the traveller to another shore, they sometimes sent 
him to another world. 

* "PontiliceB ego a ponte arHlror; nam ah iia subliciua pst 
faCtuB primum, ut reslilutus sxpe, cum idea sacra el uls ct cis 
Tyberim non mediocri ritu fianl." — Varro de Ling. Latina, 
1. iv. 

It is probable, however, ihat, in the rude ages of early Riy- 
man history, the priests, imported with the religion from more 
civilized countries, were aloue capable of turning an arch. 
The Gothic architects of the iilh century, who raised our 
most heaiiliful cathedrals, were in like manner prints. If 
this conjecture be just, the term poniijex arose froma general, 
and not a particular fact. 

* So titled ftoa tleii rafii Dwil in croitiig rtnti, whicb were floilei) 
« inOattd ikiu. 
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Mafumus, or chief bridge-builder. But if there is 
one, by whom this significant epithet is merited more 
than by all otbers, it is he who made roads, cleared 
lorests, ^nd built bridges, from the Alps to the Pon- ' 
tine marshes. 

We found the plain, which terminates die ascent 
of Mount Cenis, covered with snow.- Its lake, so 
femons for excellent trout, was a sheet of ice. The 
windows of the post-house, the inn, the convent, and 
the barrack, (the colony of this frozen region) were 
defended by closed shutters. A friar and a few dis- 
contented-looking soldiers were loitering about. An 
old woman offered some scentless lilies for sale, which 
she called " fiori di Ceuisa," and some little children 
sat on the steps of the, convent up to their knees in 
snow. The atmosphere was rarefied, and the sky 
one deep, dark tint of unvaried blue. Even with all 
that had been done to provide against danger and 
ensure accommodation, desolation reigned unabated 
through the scene. 

The first step of the descent was not calculated to 
lessen unpleasant sensaGons. The winding precipi- 
tous road hung suspended for ^thoms down, terrace 
beneath terrace : an arch flung across a gulf, which, 
when readied, was carelessly trotted across, se«med 
as it was viewed from on high, scarce passable by ther 
chamois' foot. Here and there blown-up rocks lay- 
scattered in black masses, unfinished excava lions 
yawned, and vestiges of greater projects and bolder 
facilities than were yet effected, evinced some daring 
intention suddenly cut short by natural obstacles, or 
by political change. Torrents of melted snow swelled 
the stream of the Cenisella ; an undulating - region of 
mountains spread round on every side, like the wave* 
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of uorlljern seas suddenly frozen in the moment of 
their stormy fermentation ; until gradually the lint- 
less surface of the soil exhibited spots of hSack earth, 
a patch of vegetation, a clump of underwood, a tree 
putting forth its nipped buds, an hut, a sheepfold, a 
\ine. Winter blasts softened into vernal gales, and 
the doubling of a bold projecting promontory, reveal- 
ed the sunny plains of Italy : 

" To all delight of human sense eipo«ed, 

Haturs's whole wealth ; nay, more— an heaven on earth." 

From snch asite as t&is, it is said, Hannibal halted 
hit CardisgiAiaDs, and pointed to the recompense of 
all their arduous undertakings. From such a site as 
tJiig the Lombard Alboin pauied amidst his ferocious 
hosts, to contemplate the paradise of his future con- 
quest, and quaffed from the skull of his enemy bis 
first draught of Italian ■wine." From such a site as 
this Sapoleon Bonaparte, at the head of an ill-ap- 
pointed, long suffering, and neglected army, pointed 
to the plains of Lombardy, and promised victory. 
His soldiers accepted the pledge," rushed like an Al- 
pine torrent over crags and precipices, and won that 

■"Secondo i cMtnmi di qnei tempi, in un gi-an convttodet 
LongabarA, bevevi aA cranio de Cnnemondo legato in oro." 
— Pif^otd, vol. ii. 

■ Bonaparte, before his departare tar thi« campaign, traced 
• slight sketch of his iotendcd operations at a piirale house. 
In tiiis plan Hillinimo is markeJ, in the confidence of succe&s. 
Ha being the fint rite of the defeat of the enemy. ' ' Je chas- 
serai," he cays, " lea Autrichieas des gorges du Tyro] )" and 
he finishes the sketch tvith thete words : " C'est aux portes de 
Vienne que je vous donnerai U paii." Speaking afterwards 
of h» beaty of HiUiituno, be said, " C'ritail la pins forte sansa- 
tion de ma vie." 
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Italy, in two brief and splendid campaigos, which 
had through ages resisted ibe forces, and witnessed 
the disasters of loiliions of trenchmea, led on by 
Jungs,: and or^nised by experienced generaU.' 
^ttm tXEoae^. ^ mightiest coahtion the world 
£iBd.-9V«r seen oatted against the indepeiideace of a 
^siagte^ loatton, were swept sway, as th« caows of 
Honnt Blanc are niattete^ its £ddy^ "V^Xai- 
■«a^S-, mid the jieace dicSrteel atLeoben, attests the 
SteMitsry genms ^ tJie-^otii^ commander, who was 
a6W:^y tefiamiier more battles gained, and greater 
'triumphs achieved, than any captain of any age 
*ain boast since the time of Alexander. But if Bo- 
naparte commanded, it was the wUional army of 
France that fought and conquered. It was an army 
of peasants and artisans, and of citizens, who ijiiil- 
ting their fertile valleys, their vine^overed hills, and 
their luxurious cities, itl-appointed, ill-accoutred, 
traversed the Mount St. Bernard, ffiiid struggling 
against destruction in a thousand fof^S^^*^^^wi-S'?^ 



but scrambhng over the icy crags, or sunk 
galfs, braved the terrors' ot the season, 
with a gaiety aftisiW^iEig could 

■ Under Charles VIII., Louis XH., and Frsocia I. ; and in 
more recent limes, under Louis XIR., XIV., and XV. 

'The campaigns of Italy, under Ihe Directory and Consu- 
late, were well worth lU the Imperial Battles fougbt in llie 
days of FraDoe's fplendld de^dalum. The past of Mount 
Str Betrtiard atends «BnTfilled tn-mihtary hMtoqrv The ^rtil* 
fairy vns^ai^sd^^ heights b; Bbewstmgltiofarm, by 
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The French army, under Louis XIV., became the 
slavish agent of the mosb egotistical ambition; and 
the excesses permitted to his troops diminished their 
popularity, and corrupted their discipline.' The 
disasters 'which closed and disgraced his reign left 
the people discontented, and the troops degraded. 
The mihtary system continued to degenerate- under 
Louis XV. The foreign (be jna the least foroddabU 
enemy the army found to encounter. The battle of 
Fontenoy was nearly lost, because fort^ thousand 
men were left beyond the reach of oamion-shot to 
goard the person of the king and his anabnlating 
harem. The councils of war, held iu the king's 
cabinet, were presided by his mistresses,' and go- 
verned by courtiers, whose interest it was to counter- 
act the unhappy commander, who could do nothing 
without the court. 

The nobility still considered themselves exclusively 
entitled to tlie highest rants in the army. Tiie 
grandes canananderies were reserved for those 
of their order, who, living at court, formed the 
circle of the sovereign; while to procure even a 

efforts sIihobE superbaman. Pecuniary motives for eiertioDr 
proffered by the Geneml, were rejected by the army. The 
soldiers, one hj one, climbed through tha craTioeB of the ice- 
rock, and Iu five hours they reached the convent of St. Peter. 
The descent was yet more periloni. Ths ioftntiy cnt thort 
the dilBcalty by sliding oa their backs down the ice. The 
First Consul fallowed their emmple, and, in the sight of hia 
■rqiy, alided dovo an height of two hundred feet. 

' The burning oT the Palatinate, by Marshal Turenne, sat- 
paised all similar exceuet recorded by history. 

* Uadame de Pompadour arranged her miUlary evolutioni on 
her toilette with black potdies, while NarshalB stood by, to 
benefit b; her tactics. 
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siiballern rank, four degrees of gentility were requi- 
site. The operations of a successful enemy, during 
the seven years' war, made llie Prussian discipline the 
fasliion. Young and iiohle colonels returned home 
full of idle preleiisioii to military talent, because 
they wore the blue frock and little hat of Frederick 
the Great.' A Prussian reuegado was made the teacher 
of the army: and a source of discontent was opened, 
nerer to be dried up, by Iheiotrodnction of the coup 
de plat de sabre. From thii epoch a spirit vS 
divigion prertiled, which contained all the elements 
of a military rerolatton. The court, aiding Trith 
tiie officers of rank, and approrinj; their militaiy 
futilities, widened the breach^ The superior officers 
assumed the influence of ianizaries. Colonels were 
furnished with a carte blanche, to break at pleasure 
the subaltei'ii who dared to murmur against abused 
autliority ; and the chiefs of other corps were in- 
vited to courts-martial lo Jisten to injurious interro- 
gations, and witness the disgraceful chastisement of 
the harassed delinquent, whose crime was assert- 
ing the spirit of a gentleman, and the character of 
a soldier.* 

The army fell still lower in pnUic opinion under 

■ '' Od Tsut qu'ils soient vos liagei et les ndtm," roM Ibe 
Ti ince de Ligne, in speaking to Frederick of tbe«e imitators. 
C'est chanter sans savoir la mosiqae," Slid the Kog, with ■ 

tontcmpluous shrug, 

' II sViablit." says a most curious militaiy document on 
lliisclijuiif of I'rcncl, discipline, " e.itie i.l-i5i(.-i.rs de Cfschefn, 
nne erniildtion de durele, di: tracii^iei ii: j dc3 propoa brulam 
enrers Us corps, cites individ lis son mis k leur (^ommandement, 
qai d^aaturent iMites Us idees d'nn merile militaire, ]e plaou 
nnufUBQient dam ka fcarli d'lme activity sans objet et d'uaa 
tiiiAM sans jii|pinent.'' 
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Louis XVI. The influence exercised by the Queen 
and the courtiers over military promotion was a 
cause of general disconteol, and the subject of bit- 
ter sarcasm. The prdilulion uf the military orders, 
more often Ihebai'ge of iiiryiuy tlian of merit, was 
a snbject of satirical notice ; and the Croix de St, 
Louis, like the Collier de St. Michel under Charles 
IX., became " I'onlre de tonte b^te.'" 

The American war, tbe interest taVen in ita canw 
lay the French in genera', and by some of the most 
distinguished ranks in particular, tlie superior know* 
ledge of ibe corps of engineers and artillery, com- 
posed of men of studions habits and sdeatific views, 
all contributed to break np the unity of tlie French 
armies, and to draw a b'ce befween the aristocracj 
and the body commanded, never to be effaced. The 
rerohition broke out; and ihearmy, Sike ihenatioa* 
presented two distinct classes. 

Bat this army was but the avont-garde of that 
great armament which, informed by one spirit and 

' The Due de Fitz|ames, through the influence of the Queea, 
giiliciled the bSlon de MarccLa) from liie Kinp, ivho caused the 
Comlf An Maurepas to wrile lo assure him of his heiag included 
ID IliL' Uf'il |>romDtioii. l.e Comte de Muy, indignant at this 
intended (iutra;;e upon senior oDicers of great merit 'and long 
wrriM, prevsUed on the King to withdraw his letter. Hot- 
withilanding, Fitzjames, in a few <!ays, had his appoint men t. 
The new Marechals wllii whom he was included, in number 
seven, were likened to the seyen deadly sins; and the fol- 
lowing epigi'am vr-is one among many whiclt drouUted i* 
Paris on the oeeasio.1. 

fi^jouissez vous, 0 Fian^ais > 

He craigpei de long-tempi las hocmow de la giieiT»; 

FromettBitt A fos vnia one proibBcl».paix. 
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actuatecl by one interest, presented itself to tlie eyes 
of Europe under the name of the National Guard." 
The Tocsin, which sounded from the H6tel-de-ville, 
and pealed forth the military federation of France, 
had a fearful echo in every ancient state in Europe. 
Courts, cahinets, and corporations, heard it appalled, 
anil arrayed their forces in ruthless opposition , against 
that nation if^iich dared to redress the wrongs, and 
■tern the abuses, of a diraldom of ages. The treaty 
of Pilnitz was signed; and l>ecame Uie charter of pri- 
vilege agmost the rights of nations. It was also 
among the most poweriul engines diat rendered the 
revolution of France the revolution of Europe, 

In virtue of this treaty a powerful coalition enter- 
ed France- Regions the most opposed by nature 
poured forth their swarms at the call of royalty. 
Bussian deserts, and Swedish forests, the gardens of 
Italy, and the mountains of Savoy, alike sent forth 
their legions, under the banner of tlie crusaders of 
legitimacy. Kings took, the field, and princes volun- 
teered, nobles served as privates, and priests joined 
with consecrated crosses for iheir ensigns; while 
popes and prelates contributed their prayers and their 
purses for the maintenance and success of the cause. 

The republican army of France came forth to meet 
the invaders and the battle of Jemappe taught mer- 
cenary troops to feel, that the impulse of a people 

' " 1 bring you," said the illustrious fouiiiler of this mmt 
illuatrio us corps, -wben it met at the H6lel'de-iille, (aod 1 
glory once more to iliKnify taj page'ifith the name of La 
Fayette) — "I bring jriu a ci»il aocl mililary inslilulioni vrhich 
condemns all arbitraiy governmenti to the altematWe of being 
Tanquished, if they do not imitate It { or to be overthrown, 
Iheydo." 

■ It is carioug that, with the ezccption ef LooLner, vrho bad 

4 
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fighling for independence is irresistible. Tlie crimes 
and follies of the counler-revolutiou checked Iho ca- 
reer of glory; but the army was stili the same. l!el- 
gium was lost, La Vendee in revolt, the enemy within 
thirty leagues of the capital, the public force in dis- 
solution, the goTernmenl in anarchy, when fourteen 
armies, the bulwarks of the nation, were seen, sud- 
denly organized, to advance towards the frontiers. 
Their first object was to repulse their invaders (who 
threatened them with the yoke of aotique bondage), 
—or te perish under die ruins of ^ris. The uinie» 
of Europe fiell before the nfttional guards of Franc* : 
Italy became the scene of cooilict; and was dius des- 
tined agmn to change toasters, and to partake in ifae 
triumphs and the disasters, the benefits and the evils, 
of the French revolution. 

gstbered knowledge in Ihe seven years' war; of Rochambeau, a 
soldier of fartune ia ihe wars of FUnilers; and of La Fayelle, 
who yiif an American General at Ihe age of nineteen, and 
whose mililarjt educalion was confined to the wars of Ams- 
rica, there was Dot, in th* whJa »*»T, <»>* Gonerdrf 
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CHAPTER III. 

PIEDMONT. 

Susa. — Route to Turin. — Turin, its aspect. — 
Churches. — ■Palaces. — Universitj-. — Academy-.-^ 
Changes effected by the French, and since the 
Restoration. — Professors. — Theatres. — Alfieri. — 
Environs. — Villas. — Vigna della Regina. — 
Coneliuian. 

Xss trareller wto asc6ad& from Lans-le^murgt 
shivering with cold and shuddering with apprehen- 
sion, descends into the town of Susa, glowing under 
the rays of summer suns, and not more intoxicated, 
by their "jo/i ethereal warmth," tliaa by the pleasure 
aide consciousness which attends the first arrival in 
a country nnknown and unexplored. The shading 
off of moral distinctions, the fading of one nation 
into another, is first observed at the last post-house of 
Mount Cenis, where the postilions reply to the tra- 
veller's questions in a jargun composed of hiid French, 
Italian, and I'li'dninntpse. l!ut nature's distinctions 
are more broadly marked. Not a trace of the cmi-^ 
nently French characteristics of the Savoyards, can 
be fband in the poptUotioa on the Italian side of the 
moantain. The pass of Snsa, opening its narroir 
defile at the foot of the CoUian Alps , defended by its 
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antique fortress, the Brunelta, was one of inlmite 
importance in days when military tactics were guid- 
ed by the ohstacles or facilities which nature sup- 
plied; and it had obtained the name of La chiava 
^Italia. 

The town of Susa, iiiaiJe the capital of Piedmont 
under its Marquises, is small and inconsiderable ; but 
it is striking, not ouly by a population that seems 
made up of priests and soldiers, but by the pious 
frescos, which cover the walls even of its meanest 
buildings ; converting sties into stations, and hovels 
into oratories. Many of these were ancient, and not 
ill-executed; others were new or refreshed, and 
smacked of the restoration. The facade of one house 
represented the Virgin and the angel Gabriel " ia 
converse sweet," incirrled vvllli flultering Cupids, 
armed wiih boiv:*. The poriico of another exhibited 
St. Bominick ogling the Magdalen, who lay at his 
feet. Here St. Peter had his keys new gilt ; and there 
St Paul his sword new hafted. Every where Pnr— 
gatery, with most corporeal souls burning in flames 
of most material fire, quickened the penitent, or 
threatened the sinner. Even the trading interests of 
the town sought the patronage of theology. Death, 
with his scythe, hung over Ihe shop, whose inscrip- 
tion intimated '■'qui si vcnde acqua vita;"' and 
prayers for the souls of tiie dead, and ihedying, were 
sohcited over the inn-door, whence the timid travel- 
ler departs for the perilous A'ps. 

All in this little frontier town, remote and obscure 
as it lay under the shadows of impending suow-moun- 
tains, indicated the vigorous revival of eiitic[ue state 

■ " Tlie water of life (hrandy) sold here." 
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anil feudal power; and all tiie esternal Ipstiiiioiiies of 
the lule and sivay of his Sardinian majesty, which we 
had left in Savoy, ( the Ireland of his Httle monar- 
chy) were quadrupled in the first town of his Pied- 
monlese dominions. Every where the crown glitter- 
ed over tliose royal slop-ahops so numerous on the 
continent, where king-, bf-couiiiig rctiii! dealers seize 
the monopoly of [jowdi-r, (ohaeco, cards, paper, and 
salt, and deprive their snhjetts of the legitimate 
means of subsislcnec, arid of paying their heavy taxa- 
tion." Every where the nioiik prowled, the sentinel 
challenged, and the police interfered. Even the feu- 
dal fortress was reinstated in its ancient array ; and 
the fort of the Brunetta, with its bastions and brown 
roc^ (dtsipanlled by the French) now once more 
raises its creneUes, and its barbicans, parades its war- 
der, and eihibits iti governor, as in the dajs of the 
Green County and T^te de Fer of Savoy Maduavel 

' It is a fatal Irait in thir histnry of humaaity, that while 
improtemeDls in civihiation travel slowly and diOioiiltlj 
bejoiid Ihe country in whicli thej orisim'e. goTeminenla are 
engaged in an active and inressant rivalry in evil. Ho sooner 

an additional shilling from hi* siibjectB, th;iu the new engine of 
avarifi! is aiiopttU throughout the whole circle of iU]ilomalvc 
intercourse, and an excessive duty, that cripjiles the eommerce 
of kingdoms, tosnpply Ihe insatiate eichequer of one raonarcit, 
becomes the prototype of as many others as thore are cabinets 
to imitate it. Even ihe theocracy of Rome has adopted the 
ruinous and absurd systeru of stale monopolies ; and one is re- 
minded at every little town and village of Italy of the existence 
and dignities of Francis the Second, by divine grace, dealer in 
■tamped paper j and of Pius the Seventh, snuff and tobacco 
merchaot, and apottolic manufiictarai' of lalt and playing- 

* Willing ta visit the tdnmphal arch at Sum (tba fint and 
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has oBierved, t}iat a passion for raising castles and 
fortresses in the middle ages, did more injury to so- 
ciety than any other of the disorders of tliose dark 
limes, " che alcuno allro disordine di qucUo stalo" 
(11 Pruicipe). Theking of Sardinia is, hoivever, now 
raising forts on every pinnacle in his Alpine States ; 

ilmosl the last perfect monument of aDiirjuity to he seen in 
Italy till Rome is rfachcd),Ime were told thai it stood in the 
gardens of the Governor, behind the fort. Od ascending to 
ilB gales, we were received by a leleran, who, for a trifling 
douceur, admitted us vithin the walls, and pr{!scnted us, not 
to the "warder bold," but to the Governor's houatkecper. 
The keys of the fortress seemed to bang from her smart Freoch 
afiroD, and some visitants might have fband that there was 
" more peril in her eye than Gfty of their swords." There 
was a taacy mock hamitity about her, indicHtiag one, who,~ 
though hired to serve, remained to rule. As we returned, 
under her escort, from visiting the arch, we encountered the 
Governor, a most admirable dramatic figure, in full uniform, 
and powdered toupee. " Shall I present you ?" said she, and, 
without wailing our answer, tripped up to him, continuing, 
" Here are two Signiori, who wish extremely to see your Bel- 
vedere." The arch look with which she said Ihia, let us into 
the secret of the Govei nor, ihdt his belvedere was, fOr the 
present, his chcfnl ile haiaiUe. It was a little pavilion at the 
BStremily of a bullion : ticne^ilh were the Pas de Suze, and 
theval^s of Pii'dmonl : alicivo hung the snowy Alpsj and tor- 
rents fell, and slrrsms trickled on every side. The Governor 
was the v-iry epitome of the f^^sille Cour. He walked with 
his }iiit ofi; shewed ns Lis flower-knots, and praised the Eng- 
lish, byivhosp "advice and whose assistance" fortresses once 
more rose, and gallant povernors and pretty housekeepers 
ruled them. Nothing could be more theatric than the whole 
scene. The old sentinel, with one arm, smoking his pipe, 
under a broken arch j an old gardener, in a faded regimental, 
tying up a vine to the ramparts, were touches of high . 
finish J for all here was old and moaldering, exeept tha flowers 
and the honsekeeper, who vrere alike misplaced amongst meh. 
ehjeols and suoh intagery. 
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Koi his fort of St Aficbael, nhidli was biutdiog, ai ve 
passed throngti Savoy on die finghtiul heists of 
Mount St. An^, at an enormoiu expense, and risk 

of human lives, will long remain a monument of the 
efforts made by kings, who, in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, are pretty mucli what kings were in the ninth. 

Susa, with all its errors on its head, is reached with 
delight, and left with regret. It is the first stage in 
the series of pleasurable sensations ; and perhaps both 
the pleasure and the regret are derived fi-om those 
very faults, which, while they indicate a systematic 
elTort at social retrogradation, give to sites their most 
picturesque features and distinguished forms. The 
road from Sosa to Turin, including adistance of forty- 
miles, lies through a fertile plain bathed by La Pio 
cola Dora, and occasionally undnlated witii. abmpt 
hills and high perpendicular rocks, which become 
gradually smaller and morfe remote as the pass opens 
and the mountains are cleared. These elevations 
bave been seized in former times for the purposes of 
Church and State, and are covered with dilapidated 
cloisters and mined fortresses, that now add much to 
the beauty of the scenes in which they dominate. 
The dismantled towers of St. Joire and the ruined 
walls of the famous Ahhey of St. Benedict ( the cradle 
of his order ) still fix the upturned eye, and command 
a valley flowing wilJi milk and iiodpy; while the 
Castle of Avcgliana lords the plain, aLove the wretch- 
ed village ivhicli deforms its base and was once the 
dependency of its power. Vines draped round sturdy 
oaks, groves of mulberries, and fields of young, rich, 
ripening corn, every where contrasted the resources 
of natural and national. prosperity, with exhibitions 
of moral suffering and human inGmiitj. It is in 
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ihese laughing vales that beggary assumes it* Most 
disgusting form, and that want and penuiy are not 
the least evils the Wretched have to contend with. 
As oftea as we stopped to change horses, groups of 
miserable beings crawled round, and raised the dea- 
fening cry of " Carith , Elemosina," in the name of 
those negligent Saints who had abandoned theta to 
every species of physical evil. All the maladies in- 
cidental to the Alpiite region seemed here accumulat- 
ed. Some were blind, otiiers devoured with scro- 
fula, and few hail their entire complement of limbs 
and senses. lint by far the most shocling objects 
were the Cretins, here strikingly numerous; and 
their kliol chatter and wild laugh were more fearful 
than p\eri maimed limbs and distorted forms." Op- 
posed to these groups usually stood the mistress of 
the post-house, with an head piled with towers of 
lace and ribbons in all the opulence and pride of the 

' The Gi>ih'e aiiil Cretiaisia are not DeceaeariJy connecled, 
Tliere is surli great ,h((icully in assigning for these maiadie.s, 
causes wlilch ai'i! eoiisliriitly present with their jiresencc, and 
^iWnt with their absence, that one of Ibe first physicians at 
Milan, v^'iih wliom «e conversed on the subject, did not hesi- 
tate to attribute such dcforinities to an original and peculiar 
race. Cretinism is, liowever, a manifest degradation of the 
organization, accompaniei] by imperfect ossification, as in 
rickets. It is aggravated by local causes, and by the privations 
of poverty j while it is mitigated hy change of residence aod a 
more generous diet. Id propaHion as the general condition 
of the lower classes has improved, Cretinism, it is said, baa 
liecome mort; rare; and it is still helieied to be most general 
in the poorest districts of the monntainoiis region in which it 
prevails, 'I'iiere is, however, without doubt, somethiug more 
than mere moral causes at the botUin of this evil, which 
must be attributed to the peculiar phynoal afcpeot of th« 
OonntiT. 
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Piednioiitese toilet, the spruce gens-d'annei with 
whom she coquetted, the whiskered corporal of the 
village detachment quafiiog his boccale at the door; 
and the sleek, sly, well-fed friar again permitted to 
present his scrip and his benedidte at every gate. 

While snch was the popiilatioii, the road was the 
very abetoact «f all the " crsokicnU conunons " of 
£arop« ; and itput the«priiigs of onr cwriage so ofteti 
to the XmX, that more than once we were obUged to 
beg the postilions to moderate their pace ; a ^ecxar 
titKi rarely necessary with Italian popt-Emys. To 
onr suggestions they usually replied, by poiutiug to 
a noblelise of road marked parallel to our own, with 
lAt£ infitfmatioa of *' Ecco la strada Francese,' " 
which was soon to he finished. This assertion, how- 
«ver, did not appear very probable, if we might judge 
by the way in which the work was carried on ; for 
it was consigned to the labour ofafewold men, old 
women, and little boys; with a wheelbarrow and a 
shovel for their only implements. Wliat, however, 
was the most curious in this new road was, that some 
of the nobles, whose estates lie contiguous, object to 
it as French and revolutionary. 

Hivoli, once the Versailles and Windsor of the court 
,of Turin, stands at two leagues distance from the 
c^tal. It borO) as .we passed it, every symptom «f 
hsTingbew the tcene oftbosc recent contests, which 
T«st(^d to Piedmobt ' ' Vastro propizio delta libera- 
-ziona, it bmimUo suo ri,' " as the royal gaide^hof^ 
terms him. The palace of the ancient dnkes of Savoy 
is of red brick ; and, partly a&inithad aixd partly in 

'" Then IS the rr»(^ road." . 
,, . *<* The pTqpitioHVitar of Piedmont, the desireStCiag." 
YjOh. I. 5 
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ruins, it epitomiKes Italian vilias'royal and noble; 
being vast, desolate, dreary, and neglected. For even 
kings in Italy out-build tbeir iinances; and notiiing 
can be said to be fully complete that depends upos 
this universal passion. 

From Kivoli begins a spacious and beautiful avenue 
ghaded with double rows of lofty trees ; it runs for 
two leagues, through plains of high cultivation, and 
terminates only at the entrance of Turin, whose spires, 
turrets, and belfries are caught but at intervals; 
'while the church ot the Superga, towering above ail, 
fornns the leading point of the brilliant coup-d'ceil, , 
As the capital is approached, its splendid pogiticn 
amidst an amphitheatre of viuie-covered hills is itnl- 
ingly pictui-esque ; and the witidingS ot ihc Po disco- 
ver repeated gliolpses tlut closnc flood, which ouae • 
boasted its fifty cities and thirty tribntaiy rivers, and 
which still Sows through pkhis of infinite fertility 
and unrivalled beauty. 

The first view of Turin is extremely imposing : no 
mean suburbs nor mouldering walls deform its en- 
trance. The spacious and regular streets, tiroes a 
corde, are so intersected, as every wliete to leave an 
opening at their extremity and admit a view of the 
fine back-ground of green hills and pending vineyards. 
Ill tlie noble space presented to the eye in the priii— 
dpal streets, the Conthada Nl'ova, Doha Ghossa,' aud 
the CoNTRADA DEL Po, the long and' regular line of por- 
ticos exhibit a Strilung BocceMion of l^antiful .arclvr- 

Hie .CoBtiad* Hon GrosHj Hkt .taaoy other, iireats in 
Turiir, owes its regolaniy to an alliaoce of a Piedmontese 
Prince with an lafanla of Spain. On this occasion, hoioces 
were knocked .down, windows poked out, balcooies levelled, 
aud private pioperty tnd agcommodction sacrificed, that no 
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lecture; and the balconies above, caoopied with their 
light draperies, spread forth against the ardour of a 
May-day sun, gave, as we entered the town, the pe- 
culiar costume of an Italian city, and realized much 
of what esp^talion im^es of southern climes, Not- 
withstanding the undeniable beauty of this little city 
of {udaces, the siu.of ipcoo^pletene^ ii- every where 
MupicuoHg; and even in ^i^ades of the h^tadsomest 
arohitecture, the holes are stiUleft g(4>ingi which sup- 
ported the tcafiolding at their original formation. 

The streets of Xurin wec^ previous to the revolu-, 
tiou, consigned to , the special protection «f Saints^ 
whose tiames they bore : at that epoch designatioas 
less holy were bestowed upon them. The name of 
Alfieri was given to the street where his house still 
stands, as an homage paid to his memory by the 
French, against whom he had written with such viru- 
lence. At the restoration, the Wing ordered the new 
names to be ciFaced, that the streets might reassiime 
tlieir ancient appellations^ but deeming the author of 
" Bruins " unworthy to become the ^edecessor of 
any member of the Albu^u Sanc^rlQnV'i^A Saint was 
s^igH^ |o.i^ )$T^i':be hx^ pro^^e^'i and the Coa- 
trit^a Alfieri is now Ciwtrada del Ospedale, 

'The city of Turin, the nnallest royal capital in 
Europe, (being^ but three ihitM'iti drcumference,) 
C<jntained an !^iindi'^ 4iid t^ '(^^^e$ at the tinie.of 
the French i^Tj^VjO,; ^ll sp^^^y^^^i^ed , and rich 
in mar^lWiJiwctmiei^aHd olhaf pWw(|S|.^ects ; and 
we ndgbt mppote that thd or^ii^ qoantitj' had, 
searcely diininisfao], fromtheainnberwhi^ 'we'werv 

saUent aB|H *> airkiocd ftMbtrOm, mlgbl ihocli &f 
«n[of that PrincM) -wImm ccmneiioit was im»»A the bifhMt- 
honour. 
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taken to visit during our short residence. Few of 
them, howevei-, are now calculated to strike by their 
magnificence; for unhallowed bands had faltea bea- 
vilf on their treanires| and the revival of piety in 
Hu^ present day, hta- not yvt replaced whtA saetilege 
fad spolUtedi ~ ■ - 

The Helrdpolitan drarcfa, Sm Qmriam Bimsri, 
«4s once numlleMKl' among the' rw^est clWrcWs 
Itdy; but'itSTBse«ofpure^<rid,-Hv<brt;tiMdelaI^, 
and twenty bishops-of vii^ia sil^, its censers of pre- 
cious Eitones, tiHij crosMe, and adamantine hearts, 
have til disappeared; trantmated and perverted to 
^rofiue purpeses. Some ^ave gone to sliem' the in- 
cnrskiDS of ^ Poj^ otfaAt'tb rtil»^Btfblese«f it» 
3>ridges ; * and' some lu<re even Abild tliew way to 

■ThoriveEi d ths norllv of Ilaly,'ru»hing from the. Alps 
in mighty (ocrsnti, ieiomA at ones iato the almost dead level 
df tiis pUiosof Lomharily. The fiisgmeiiti of lock and gravel 
which are thus torn from the moiinlains, not bein^ carried (o the 
tea, the bed of the Etream becomes annually raised. By these 
means (he Po and oilier great rivers wliich intersect the plaioi, 
pass along canals many I'eet above the IcvpI of the country ; 
and -nhen thi^y overflow, or burst their bounds, they spread 
sterility over vast districts. During the annual inundations 
from the melling of the enow, the whole population ii em- 
ployed in guarding the river and Btrenglheiiing such parts of 
the banks as threaten to give way ; and an immenae expense is 
incurred to remove obstructions and facilitate the passage of 
the waters to ihe sea. 

' This bridge is one of the finest raised daring the French 
occupation. As there is a medal of Ni^raleon buried bsnMtk 
its arches, Ihe King profDied having it removed aqdVepkotd 
with one of his own, that posterity might vever know that an 
upstart had possessed the dominions of the oldest rojd house 
in Europe, 'fiat npon its b^g r^nesanted tkatit would bs 
(Bffictdl to get Oxa thtrmedal vrithsut davtB^ng the biMg^ 
his Majesty had the moderation to (pve np the scheme. 
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Fans, and liave cootrilnited to clear the noxious pur- 
lieus gf the Thuilleries, and to build the beautiful 
rue de BivoU, the monument of the French conquest 
over the royal pleasure-grounds of Turin. 

We visited the cathedral of San Giovanni during the 
celebration of the service. The canons, in their scar- 
let robes, were installed on either side the altar. 
The most delicions opera-music was performing on 
instrumeois which it would be deemed a sacrilege to 
tim« widiin a protutant temple; and the Cofigrega- 
tumi «c«ttered»yer tb« vast and venerable edifit:e,coil-_ 
«todo£»fi)WriiiiMrabIe-loo1uBg old people, aid 3oue 
iitiiiggniin iih 1111(1,111 1 liW iniiiijlini The most remarlt* 
objvct ia Ae cAdudralif thert^all chapel of tlt»: 
*' Santissima Swdobe," which rises t&ttm the high 
altar, a beautiful rotunda, supported by thirty co- 
lumns of black marble, with bases and capitals of 
rich gilt bronze. Superb and singular in its con- 
struction, this temple, within a temple, owes much of 
its fame and sanctity to its being the shrine of the ho- 
liest of relics, the sindone, or cerement, which wrap- 
ped the incarnation of the divinity. This is the sin- 
done carried o(F from Chambery to meet the vow of 
Charles Boromeo, who could not go to visit it in 
Savoy. This is the sindone shewn on Good Friday, 
at Rome, and at several other placet, both io Frtmce 
and.Italy; its-alsqui^ befog amtfkt the most mua- 
cnlouB cf its powers. Thajas^SpLtm borne testi- 
mony to the.miracles it has vii|8M ^n various placed j 
Bod at the aame time ; and though aach city, claims its 
nndone as the only real and bndeobted relic, all are, 
equally satisfied and eqoaBy justified hi their' daims 
to its possession.' } -;.'^■:•'^■"■-^■'J■^■i-^'*■v ■■ ■ 

■Thcr«aie, ia aUj balwMnrnjiiMaRdlt^j', tight Snairu 
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■ La Cbiesa di Santa Thekesais the celebrated church 
of the conTcnt of bare-footed friars, whose vow of 
poverty is but ill-illustrated by the splendour of tlieir 
temple ; nor is the severity of their order to be de- 
tected in its altar-piece, which represents the infant 
Christ, as Cupid, aiming at the heart of the fair and 
exstatized Saint, while the "Virgin Mother smiles at 
liis efforts, and the usually sober features of Saint Jo- 
seph relas into a look of complacency.' Thispicture 
has been deemed a chef-d'osuvre of Guglielmo Caccia, 
and is one of the many representations of the pious 
susceptibility of* Saint Theresa ; though her statue by 
he Grosj in the church of St. OhrysAstom, is perlu^ 
stiH mbre ex^^siveof the di]riQflkrT»w1uch filled Ae 
teoderest of sdntiy hearts. 

But all the churches of Turin yield in consequence 
and celebrity to the Superga, which crowns the stee|V- 
est and least accessible mountain in the vicinage of 
the capital. This splendid churt^ rose to fiilfil a 
Vow of Victor Amadeos, who ^proii^ed that if his pa- 
tron ssint should resent lam from ^ clutches of tfa« 

(Sindone,) all authenticated at various tintts by bulls. That 
lit Perigord is said to have the greatest number of proofs in its 
fayoiir; but several learned Doctors of Turin have written to 
prove that there is but one Siodone, and that the Sindone of 
San Giovanni Battis la. 

' Query, are these the representations which the Quarterty_ 
Rei'iew would introduce into the Protestant Churches of Eng- 
land, ivhile it accuses the Irish Catholics of idolatry and denies 
them the riglils of citizens ? The temporal power and domi- 
nion of the I'apul Hierarchy over men's minds, seems ah ob- 
jacl of envy rather than of aversion to these high-church 
politioUv i- fqr while they war against that power.as vested in 
other handi than their own, tliey do their utmott to qaench* 
the light of reason whi^ is best opposed to it, andslraia their 
inlellecTa to Wise a Ptotestant Papacy at home. 
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French, who were then (1706) advancing to the very 
gates of Turin, under the Due tie Vendome, he would 
build him such a church as should " faire siffler les 
serpens de I'envie, " in the breast of every saint in the 
calendar. The engagement was provisional : no cure, 
HO pay. But the battle was won, the French were 
beaten, aad the saint called for his church. Victor, 
however, begged a long day, aad ten years elapsed 
before the work of gratitude beg^Oe r3eing a prince- 
as renowned fbrhiswwdis»fls^t^|^Sj^hefl»d«(i¥Our- 
ed to make the best oi a bad bwg^i^BiKt initead of 
a spick and span new church, he obl^;ed hi* architect, 
Philip JttvBTa, to nae 0 quantity of old colnnuiB which 
had long lain up*n Ui hands. The uint was d<me 
by thekmmag one" and thecvq>ola of the Snpei^, 
disfigured tones and iH-soat^ied pillars, ranains a 
luouumeiit of the difficulty of getting Ung* to remuB 
true to their tresties, even when Heaven itself is a 
party in the agreement. 

The Old DuciL Palace, raised by Duke Amadeus 
the Eighth, in 1416, is rather a fortress than a pa- 
lace ; like all habitations of that day, when security 
was a greater object than accommodation, it is gloomy 
and forbidding. The French chose it for their go- 
vernment^palace ; and festivities the most brilliant 
were i^ebrated amidst its frowning towers, while 
the Pnw» Bnrgke* held his gay eoorts .within its 
wails, - It is sailed the Caatdlo Eeale, and is a Air 
qwciineii of the nulitary architecture of the fifWnth 
centary. 

The Palazzo Beaie, with whidi it commnnicatei, 
the residence of die royal honse of Savoy, was bidlt 
about the middle of the seventeenth century, by 
Charles Emanuel the Seconds It is replete with evf- 
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dence of the bad laste which pretailed at that day of 
the lotal degradation of art. When we visited Turin, 
the royal family were at Genoa ; and we had the 
honour to be conducted through the palace by the 
Cai'alier Perrone, master of the ceremonies to the 
ambassadors : his polite attention on this and other nc- 
CBjions, procured us many desirable facilities in seeing 
what was most worthy of our notice upon the piea- 
santeat Cerms, The court, hall, stairs, corridors, snd 
apartmenti of the king, even in the wayA dsence, 
were crowded with soldiers, tnd k very striking 
picture of the court of a militavy gov0!riim«at. 

The firit object of art which Ae.pdaceprfMntg, u 
in strict harmony and ke^ng with its. toeial orAr. 
It is the equestrian statue of YiCTMtAifADGtn, on the 
great stairs, armed cap^-^ie, with his charger (ano- 
ther BtCEPUALDS^, fierce and untamed, trampling upon 
the writhing bodies of two prostrate men, who, in the 
royal catalogues, by conrtesy, are termed " slaves,"— 
Tiie palate of a Christian monarch is thus entered, 
amidst symbols of the most barbarous and ferocious 
tyranny ; and the moral (as the inscription npon the 
pediment indicates ' ) is, that man was made to be 
trampled upon, and kings to trample. The Kings of 
Piedmont have been taught the result of this maxim 
during the last twenty years of their lives — it remains 
to be seen haw, far they have profited by the lesson. 
• The hiterioF of the palace, only to be seen by spe- 
dalisTOnr, is most kingly ; rich, stately, comfertleu> 
and shewy ; overloaded with ornament, anddcfimnt 
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in accommodation. The usual complement of apart- 
ments mentioned in the nomenclature of regality, are 
found in the little court of Turin, as at the Thuille- 
ries : there are the salle des gardes, salle dcs Suissetf 
salle des ambassadeurs, etc. etc. ; but it was re- 
served for Bonaparte to add to the legitimate suite 
tbe salle des roisi, he heieg the- only sorerdgn oi 
Europe who found it necessary to protide x waiting- 
room fiw balmtary kings.' 

mbe apnrtatmits jof ctamiany are singaWly splen- 
did, and tW -waUaofaU^ eiiricltedwit^piietaiws, 
principally, of the 6chooU,' called by the Italian* uAr»J 
montane,\bat is, the Dutch, Flemish, and French: 
most of them were the bei^uest of the celebrated 
Prince Eugene ; himself the most distinguished mem- 
ber of the house of Savoy. The collection of royal 

' One of these kings, an old legitimate, vas observed by the 
flue de IJoiiiLls (the fathsr-in-law of (icneral La FaTelte) to 
ha m-roi iaiOii^iambre, and he enlnisled him with a msmoir 
ta the ImpuwoMiMrwlgsanw private aflliirs. When, flMnf 
time to time, the Dake asked bis Majesty Ihe success of hu 
miasion, bit coiutant replj was, " a vous dire erai. Mans, le 
Dtie,je riai jamais pu trouver le momeni." Mom. le Duo at 
lengtb iri^rawbiimemoir, and at tbe next levee-dajr hod 
M difflcal^ lancdf k tnmvtr- le.moHMM^Amtbtr of ibtt* 
ttRtiofaaniber potcDlatei of HaptdeoB »«J the Ariiuw of HenMo. 
j9e was the.fiiit to Iutd wilbBaiitpaxte'arevepeB[i and en ihe 
Emperor's return from Elba he look flight. Bonapatte met 
him on Ihe road, and st^iTiogbitn bj fite breast of his coat, be 
■iked abrupllj, " Oa aHea-fous, Sfonaco?" HaBaco itU> 
(and, Jeinens—J» vaUr^J'aUais—J'irais, and vairegolady 
oblqngatiBgtbeiThsleof this most irregular verb, vrben Bona- 
parte, with a langb, shook hiiu oS, sayiog, "Allez-mui'en, 
Monaco, itms itfit comme je cous ai toujour! conau." Ho- 
naDo niD home atfistlsi he could, and iiow exernsea the most 
dwrotionle ovef ffie'fores and prepefKK dMbo atdijecta of 
tu* lU^ pirin^^^^* 
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family portraits is overwhelming ; and the virtues of 
this race, civil and military, are illustrated not only 
by bnshy eyebrows and Roman noses, but by inscrip- 
tions utider each, revealing qualities in these warlike 
diie&TRhich havewlioHyegc^d the records of general 
luatory. A most hbeUmts portrait of the present 
aoverpiga termmates liLe coiiecdoa.' It preicnU iiia 
T«ry beau-iJeai of imbet^^. 

Of the- few productions of Ae Italian mnmiiTO, the 
" ElemaOs" of Albant, in-tlie kisg'g bed-«jiMiber, i» 
aaiftiig tlt9 msst t^ebnted. Is is paiated air « 
larforai, in confonmtf to tbe f^losc^ical deetrtBOS 
of Tarin, at that day, when to have painted tbe ele- 
ments on a square, might have attracted the attention 
of the Inquisition, and subjected the innovating' 
painter to the punisbment of Galileo, or Vanini ; — a 
concentrical force in the arrangement of tkc elements, 
being the mot-d'ordre of that enlightened age. - 

The GALLEBT^f the palace, so often described, and so 
bighly eulogized, has all the splendour which frescos 
and gildhig can bestow. The numerous and exqui- 
site portraits of Vandyke are the most precious tr€a-r 
lures of its eollection. Rooms of Tarious.si«> order, 
aod ricbaess, follow t cabinets tmd emleae»T toiktbH 
andshrines, thrones and altars, bondoirsudandience* 
cbambers, are passed through, or bt, in endless sw^ 
cession. Walls of japan, and, wainscoats of hotj, 
frames of silver, and doors of n»tber-of-p«arI, daiale 
the view : while dancing Davids, and butcherly S(4o* 
mons (a child in one band, and an hatchet in the 
other), suckling Madonas, and agonized martyrs, 
distract the attention^ or barrow the feelings. 

The Pauceof tbePrihgs de CanGBis, die preenmp- 
Hve lieir to tbe throne, is iniGScieiit!^ uaposii^. 
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though comparatively small. It is remarkable for 
one apartment, tliat seems a solid mass of shining gold. 
The furniture was ■modern and magnificent : hut 
though the joujjg Prince and Princess had but just 
gone to the Carta, (iriiere we mot them a little after,) 
the iriidte palace had ■ AeteUtA and uninhabited look. 
As ire were accempaaied by_ her Royal Hi^mest's 
Oievalier fhoonear, we penetrated even into the 
-dresgin^room, where she had jnst dranrn. on her 
pelisse, and the sitting-room she daily inhabited f bat 
not a book, a flower, an ink-stand, a baalde, intimated 
the recent presence of the fair and Try pretty inhft' 
hitant. The whole palace was stately and somdre and 
formal! A few grave domestics in royal liveries stood 
statioavy in the hall, like monumental figures ; and 
the guards carrying arms to the nobleman who ac- 
companied us, alone disturbed the silence of the place. 
Jt is tiius the odds are settled hetweeri princely splen- 
dour, and lowiy comfort, Upou this, as on many 
other occasions in our journey through Italy, we 
felt ttiat the life led by the brethren of the Grand 
Signior, in the labyrinth of his suspected palace, 
differed hut tittle trotii the mode of esistence to which 
the prenuapttTe heirstof tbe Italian Princes are sub- 
jected. . , ■ ■ , 

Tbe UnvEnaiTY u a vast and cujnbrous hnilding ; . 
bet its Tariotu ranges of s^Uneats an la^ ad^^rb^ 
to the dififerent chuses, and to the stutUous seqoestra- 
tion of its membo^. The court is surrounded by a 
dtwhle tier of porticos ; and the walls are encrusted 
•with ancient sculptures, hasso-relieros, and monq-- 
aiental marbles, of all ages : the greater part drawn 
from the long-n^kelsd rtuns-of the aeighbonrtng 
uit^ oS-baammtt vjuch, tbfu^.remrded by Plinf , 
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■Was lostdnring llie middle ages, and only discovered 
in the year ly^S. lobe within a few leagues of Turin. 
This discovery is due to the enterprising spirit of a 
few gentlemen of Turin, whose pursuit of cla3&ical 
antiquity was thus richly recompensed. 

The LiBBABT is loost exteosife, and much of its oeiir 
lent* inight fbrfti a coiioua chapter in ^ hiU«ry of 
the human ioteDeot-: enacii^ how. nmch dross moM 
betfarcwn aS, be&re the pure <»re- of troth cm be ob- 
tained. Beiides a tradi of fteology now foi^tten, 
bat vhich onica lunelkd the faggot, and occasionad 
the " apos^lic blows and knocks" of polanical ages, 
■fliftre Wre many tomes of literary futilities, philolo- 
-gicd ftJios on monosyllables and points, vocabulariaa 
of -words contained in the psalms, and the golden bull 
of TY^izond, whose diplomacy is as unintelligible 
as if it proceeded from that British minister whose 
ftl/Hs are not always golden. The biblical treasures 
are immense. There are 3oo Latin, 23o Italian, 
and lao French copies of the Bible. A polyglot, 
given by a King of Spain to a Duke of Savoy, was the 
only work (an Hebrew tract of Eben Hassan excepted) 
which the French took away ; notwithstaa^ng the 
lamentation of Mr. Eustace over the spolMtsd trea- 
sure c>f Turin. It is farther notable, that for tiieM t«n> 
fr6i%s, they left a written ac^o>wl«c%iDent. White 
m ^ hands of 1^ Freaefc the hatAa so taken ynte 
cleaned, refreshed, and new-bonad ; oad thej' have 
been restored to thdr shelves in a preservation they 
eouTd not have boasted had they beemleft undisturbed. 
One curions^Aldmeinthis vastcollectionis an Homer 
illuminated' by the Monks, in which a' |»vce9*ioa 
of Benedictines attend«.tbe renadns of Hector to 
grave, tbx boasted lewnuBf^ ot the Xmha 'ia fins 
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illustrated in an hundred such works, in the public 
libraries of the Continent.' 

In the Cabinet of Antiques there is the usual, or 
rather an unusual, number of the deities of the Hea- 
then Mythology; some of exquisite heouly-aiid great 
rarity. But the most precious of its monumeats is 
the Isiac table, whose adrentaroiu traosportations 
from the monwnt when it left tise Mount AvvMine, 
(where it had been conyeyed from the temple of Isis 
ill Egypt) till it was found in the archiTes of the Duke 
of Savoy, would form a pendant for the memoirs of 
llic fugitive house of Loretto. Devoted to neglect, 
and covered with dust, it was found by the French, 
who carried it to Paris, whence it returned at the 
restoration. 

The Cabinet of Medals is now one of the richest in 
Italy, aud was so wholly exempted from the au^e^ ' 
rated rapacity of the French, that not a smgle coin 
was taken, or even displaced. 

The Cabinet of Plgrsic contains a sufficient appara- 
tus for the purposes of lectttring and demcnnbration. 
Its most remarkable jnece is the eleeirie machine a! 
Beccaria, cooatrocted 1^ himself. Many of the ordi- 
luwy experimenU in physics were repeated for our 
amusement ; and though sensible that the time de- 
voted to us by the professors was due to the attention 
of the illustrious person ' under whose sanctioQ we 
visited the unirersit^r, yet we remained deeply im>- 

■ On tnother occasloa, we law Catiline's soldiert nUMhing 
againit th« republic armed wtlh a mortar. 

■ His ExeelleDcy Count Prmpero Balbo, then at lbs bead of 
pnbKc instmctioD nnd^r tbfe lille of " Capo delte regie uitifer- 
s^,'* and preaidantof tbeaeademy of sciences; but at present 
a calniiet minister. 

VOL. r, 6 
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prewed with a tense of die kindoets and patience of 
the learned in^ndnals, who »o cheerfully quitted 
more important avocations to contribute to our infoi^ 
mation and entertainment.' 

The nniTfirsi^- ow«s its present .Hberd esfaUisb- 
menf to the system under which Turin i in common 
with the rest of Continental Europe, has existed fiir 
the last twenty years^ Theprofeseors were prerionsly 
nearly all ecclesiastics; the cabinet of antiquities and 
of medals, the theatre of anatomy, and the library, 
were dl that belonged to the original institution, 
which was purely monastic, and tended rather to ex— 
<AaAe, than to admit the progressive illumination of 
successive ages.' Beccaria had indeed founded his 
own school of astronomy in Piedmont, by the intro- 
duction of the system of Newton in 1759; but there 
was no professor's chair nor observatory in the uni- 
versity ; and even Beccaria's collection of instruments 
was placed in the garret of a private house, near the 
court. The cabinet of natural philosophy Was almost 
an empty room; it contained only the model of a 
mil! moved 4>y water. 

The universities of Piedmont have undergone revo- 

' Prof. Plana, fioraoD, Carena, Bolta, and Bessone. 

' This, an esaential fault of all instilutioDt iUasmucli as Aey 
are etUbluhmeMi, i* psculiarly the nn of those lyttenu, of 
which a prieitbood fonns the basis. Th« clergy are too laach 
interested in yrbtt U, not t« cast a jealoos eye to what may be. 
Thn* ProfosMV Honki of Camliri<lge, (the name is not mal a 
jnvfMw) talk) pf a eompetetit portion of metaphysics, and Ihe 
demeMoiy knowMg« of divinity, as necessary parts of pub- 
lic edacBtian: while he eooridcn ohemiitry, anatomy, mi- 
neralogy, and botany, as nsefnl, tfaoni^ tuhordiTiate objects of 
•Uention. Hn. HaUprop vonld say, Aat " tfaere'a'not a 
•ingls sBpBistitioiu arttde in bii whole catalogna." 
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lutions analogous to those of ihe political condition of 
the people. At the first arrival of the French, ail 
existing institutions were overthrown ; but the govern- 
ment applied itself immediately to repair this cala- 
mity ; and the activity and zeal for science, which has 
uniformly distinguished the revolutionists of that day, 
was well seconded by a correspondent intelligence ia 
the Kedmontese nation. The university of Turin, 
subjected, under the appellation of Academy, to that 
of Paris, was rendered a very effident centre of ia- 
struction. On the return of the old court, five atad 
twenty active and talented professors were " at one 
fell swoop " dismissed, for Uie sole cause of holding 
tlieir appointments under French nomination. The 
ridicule of this contemptihle act of tyranny is more 
than equal to its gross violation of the treaty of Vienna, 
which replaced the sovereign on his forfeited throne. 

With one of these displaced professors. Dr. Balbis, 
a moat profound botanist and enlightened physician, 
wo had the pleasure of becoming acquainted ; and a 
more acute aod lAilosophlcal intellect is seldom found 
within the circles of an university. At that time he 
Tras nnder all lie odium of court disfavour, and bore 
his narrowed circumstanccg and unpleasant position, 
with a stoicism and good humour truly admirable, 
though, as a citizen and a patriot, he felt the full force 
of the obloquy whidi his country sustains from such 
unmeasured re-actions. At present he enjoys the 
professorship of Botany at Montpellier, -where he 
may, if he pleases, set the vegetable kingdom by the 
ears, demonstrate the natural equality of all the bo- 
tanical classes, restore the ^lea Eameria^ to its 
' Eramu, a geniu of plants bo eallMl hj Ihs FraBch boU- 
BUtoibyapnuaingGrMkalloHoiilo^oBiyiirfe. , , 
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tliroTif, or replace (he hotaiiical socinl orrJer o( Jus- 
sieu, !>y any iiiuovnting system for -wliidi he may 
choose to set at uonglit the -wisdom of his ancestors. 

Under the Frendi government, and with tlie con- 
currence of the Piedmoutese, the cabinet of physic 
ms established, and the observatory raised. A profes- 
sor's chair of astrononrjr was instituted in i8d5, and 
filled by the celdirated Plana. 

L'Accu>EMU fiEii£, the royal Academy of Turin, 
■was a ntililary school founded for theyonng noUes 
by the Dnite Charles Emairael. la addition to 
fencing, dancing, and riding the great horse, Ae 
King, Charles Emanuel the Third, opened a few 
classes to prepare such as could pay 48 livres per 
m<Hith, for the university. The idleness and dissi- 
pation of this Acadmiy are recorded with deathless 
obloquy, in the Memoirs of Alfieri. Upon ^ arri- 
val of die French, thii wretched Institution fMl with 
the rest. 

By an Imperial decree in i8o5, all the divided 
colleges were united, and an Institute was organized 
upon the plan of that at Paris. Professorships were 
established with Buf&cient salaries ; and men the 
most distinguished for talent and consideration in 
the country, were appointed to the chairs. The most 
illustrious names of Piedmont, whose owners had 
first awakened the sciences amidst all the obstacles of 
royal and priestly despotism, the Saluszi, Calusi, 
Vassali, Eandi, still took the lead in the Institute, 
as they bad dene in tibe Aecademia Reale di Scienze, 
whidt preceded it.' The Imtitate has now rasnmed 

' The Accidemia Scale di Setense ovm its fbrraation to » 
private society of learned pOTtons, held under the aaspices of 
Ccnuit Kdmpp* Angeto Salnsw. Anong iheM puaaas tu 
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its ancient appellatioa of Academy of Sciences ; 
and it is |deaMUit to observe, that one of its most dis- 
tinguished members is the accomplished daughter of 
its original fbnnder, Gonntesft Diodata Roero 
Salnuo.' 

The palace of the Academy is interiorly a very 
handsome bmldtng. Tbe Cabiaet of Natural Hti- 
tory, placed in a snite of d^nt roomt, is wtil ar- 
ranged, and considering the naacent state of the 
establishment, bespeaks, by its extent, no trifling 
d^^ee of zeal aad industry ia the professors, by 
whose personal exertions a large portion of the con- 
tents have been collected. Piedmont is singularly 
rich in natural history, as the " Stirpes" of AUiohius, 
published many years ago, evince ; and its mineralogy 
is not inferior to its vegetable and animal treasures. 
As a national collection, therefore, the cabinet of the 
academy has peculiar claims to attention. The ani- 
mals are not numerous, but among them are most 

the famous La Grange, then but 34 years of age. They pub- 
lished their traaaactioDS ia Latin, and soaa attracted Iha at- 
tention of the Government, which forced its pnitection on 
them, as Cardinal Richelieu did by that literary society which 
formed the basis of the French Academy. 

■ Od our arrival in Turin, an invitation from Ibis illuitrioiu 
bdy brought u« to her bed-side, where infirmitj' had long 
confiued her : but nrither riekiMn hot pain hid dinamed the 
biilliaiiey of W coavenatioD, nor pnalfwd tba aotiTitj of 
her aaite and inqniiing mind. The momsnta enjoyed at the 
rueUe of Had. Diodata Boeio, reoaUed tbe daj> and nights piti • 
ed at the conches of the writer's friends and most diilingaith- 
ed conDtiywomen, Mrs. H. Tighe, tbs author of "PctwAs;" 
and His. Lefann, the author of "The Soru ctfErin* Had. 
Diodata baa produced many beautiful works ! Rve volames of 
poetry, two tragedin, and the popular novel of "Caspera 
Stampa." 
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of the indigenous species of the Alps. Among others 
a fierce wolf, which but two years before had been the 
terror of the mountains, and had nourished itself on 
haman blood, grinned, horrid and fearful, thougli 
innocnons, through a glass-case." There is also in 
this class a very good specimen of the caraelopard. 
The birds were numerous, the other classes leu bo. 
To the civilities of Monsieur Bonon, PrtiSmor of 
mineralogy, we were much indebted ; sad te l^o- 
fessor Carena, author of an highly interesting work 
on certain parallels in the laws which govern moral 
and physical forces,* we owe a succession of kind- 
nesses, which ceased only with our departure from 
Turin. 

The situation of Piedmont, placed almost in con- 
tact with France, is favorable to the culture of 
science, and the people, naturally intelligent, have 
largely profited by their temporary amalgamation 
with that country. After the first re-action of the 
restoration, the court found itself compelled to recai 
something of the French regime. Count Balbo 
was placed at the head of public instruction ; and 
this Mxcmplished nobleman has succeeded in con- 
finning and strengthening some ameliorations, whi^ 
liad been temporarily suspended. Although now 
called to higher distinctions, be is too deeply im- 
pressed with Uke importance of nation^ education^ 

■ These animals are said to sfaw a marked preference ibr 
female prey, and to qait the purauit of a boywhen a fenale 
red-ridinghodd crosses their path. A price is sat upon tb«r 
bead by the GoverameDt. 

'Estai d'an ParalUle en Ire le* FoTCei phjriques vt les 
Forces moralet, par Uyadnllie Carena. Tmin, 1817, de Hm- 
primmie rojale. 
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not to contlaue his protectioa and aathority in fa- 
vour of whatever may tend to its improremeat and 
extension. 

The two smalt Theitrbs, which were open when ' 
we were at Turin, had notiui^ to recommend them. 
They were dark and dirtj, with no other attraction 
than vAiAt the excellent acting of the Mareolina lent 
to the comic opera, of which she was the prima 
donna. The Grand Opera, in the absence of the 
caurt, was shut. Long deemed the private property 
of royalty, it has undergone the general purification 
which followed the restoration, and is exclusively set 
apart for the noblesse; the Queen presiding over the 
distribution and priees of theboses. Her list decides 
the number of quarterings requisite to occupy the 
aristocratic rows of the first and second circles, and 
determines the point of rolure, which banishes to the 
higher tiers the piccoli nobili. We visited this thea- 
tre by day, and as we bad not yet seen the theatres 
of Milan and Naples, it struck us by its sj^endow 
and eixtent. In fact it rates as &e third saUe dc 
spectacle of Italy. 

The routine of sight-seeing scarcely begins at Turin, 
where few traTellers slay more than a couple of days. 
The residences of &e nobility are not npon tiie cata- 
logue of the ciceroni ; and the opportonity we had of 
jutlging of the richness and elegance of some few <^ 
the distinguished palaces, was the result of the hos- 
pitality of their owners, rather than of our own 
curiosity, or the previous intimations of a valet- 
de-place. The only collection of pictures of any note 
is to be found in the house of the Marquis de Prie, 
the son of Uiat !ady, whose chanos so loiig reti^ned 
Alfieri ID dut " bizairo e lormenlatisiimo statOj" 
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whidi -WM, after all, best suited to a diaracter wtiicli 
he has himself best described.' The palaces de Pjie 
and AMeri stand at the end of the Piazsa San Carlo,* 
e»tt:tIjDppo3ite toeach other; and the Uarqais point- 
ed out to US the window in which Alfieri passed days 
and ni^ts in contemplation of the dwelling of that 
mistress whose chaius he soon found so insupportable : 
while it required but a small stretch of imaginalioa, to 
believe that an oldgreen satin sofa in the Marchioness's 
room was the same which Alfieri describes, as being 
the depository of his first tragedy, where his " Cleo- 
patra " remained forgotten by the author, and un- 
known to the world, for more than a year, when an 
accident discovered it. ^ 

The Villas of the Turinese nobility crown the en- 
vironing hills; and would add much to the beauty of 
the site, did they not incroach too much upon natur?,. 
' replacing groves and gardens with stone walls and 
tastd«ss snmmer-bouses. 

' la ViGHA DBLLA Begiha, or Qiwen's Vi|la, is con- 
spicuous for the beauty of its situation. It rises on 
one of the many lovely acclivities which swell in 
endless niKUilatioiis round the ct^tal. This retreat, 
when we visited* it, was half neglected' an^ half 
adorned; just not fallingin ruins, and just suffidently 
wild and solitary to Jianish all idea of a royal resi- 
dence and a town vicinage. Though frequently vi- 

* "Impetuosa, iDtollerante, e superbo carattere." 

' At the comer of Ibe Contrada Ospedale. 

' The Piedmonlese are JusH)' proud of Alfieri, though the 
King has gilaced bis memory uoder the ban of Court disfa- 
vour. His sitter is elill hving, and hai obtained the name of 
La Vespa (th« vasp), by the poignancy of bet wit. She has 
long giren op woiatj ; bat we saw ber freqaently in W car- 
riage on the Cor»o. 
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sited by the Queen, it exhibits a strange mixture of 
discomfort and magnificedce. Its Ionic columns, 
gihplafonds, and frescoed walls, are coatrflit«d with 
such furniture, as is usually exiled to «n English 
lumbeiN-room. We saw a worm-eaten cheit of draw- 
ers, in Ler Majesty's room, near a cabinet Het wifli 
gems; and an old sofa, oo which weariness itself 
would refase to repose, close by slabs of precious 
marbles : a series of pictures of the present family 
seemed to have been painted by the same hand as 
executed the seven Miss Flamboroughs, with their 
seven china oranges. 

Rising above tlie Queen's villa, is the extensive con- 
vent of the Capuchins; and above all the conveul of 
the Cameldules.' While palaces, villas, and convents 
thus rise above each other in amphi theatric pride, 
the rich plain extends beneath to Rivoli ; and the Po 
winds iU majestic course under the shadow of those 
gigantic Alps, (fOTa which it derives its tributary 
Streams, and which, snow-crowned mi magnificfint, 
dominate above all. 

■ Sow restored. 
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Societjr be/are the Jievolulioni— Changes hjr the 
French.— Return of the King.'~-Covnt Ceruttfa 
Constilulion. — Present State of Society. 

The olscuri ty which hangs over the origin of the house 
of Savoy is ascribed to its antiquity. Its historiogra- 
phers have not yet been able to decide whether hispre- 
sentMajesty of Sardinia, King of Jerusalem and Cyprus, 
Duke of Savoy, Piedmont, and Genoa, is a lineal de- 
scendant of Witlikind the Great, or of Humbert aux 
mains blanches^ (a soubriquet which indicates the ra- 
rity of that qaatity in the old times, whether literally 
or metaphorically taken). — Certain it is that the 
wild volcanic region of SftToy, sometimes belonging 
\o France, and sometimei to Burgundy, was almost 
always tinder tiie inflaence of Germanj; t^Loagh go- 
verned bgr the Counts de Manrienne, Trbo took tbeir 
title from-one of tha most romantic districts of the 
country. By the Emperor Charles the IVth, in the 
early part of the fifteenth century it was erected into 
a Dokedom.' The great source, however, of the gran- 
deur of the house of Savoy was the poaitiiHt of its little 

' Id the person of Amadcot VII., gmidson of the Green CmaAt 
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territory, that rendered it tiie guardian, or gaoler 
of the Alps, and which, hy enabling it to shut or open 
this important passage, according to the exigency of 
the day, made its aUiauce an object with both Gaelph 
and Ghibeline, French or Bargundians; with whom 
its chiefe connected themselves, as interest decided, 
or necesri'^ urged. With this geographical source of 
wealth and inflnence, ^partly by brigandage, and partly 
by valouroos enterprize, they gradnally extended 
their possessions into the Tarantes and Piedmont, 
where tbey finally pitched their tent, in a site more 
genial, than their ancient city of Chambery. This 
progressive acquisition of the Counts of Maurienne 
is illustrated by a saying of one of their descendants, 
" that Italy should be eaten, like an artichoke, leaf 
bj- leaf." It has indeed thus been eaten, tilt the choke 
now alone remains : how bitter that may prove, is 
probably reserved for Austria to taste ! 

By tiiequadruplo alliance signed in London in 1718, 
the Dukes of Savoy and Piedmont were made Kings 
of Sardinia; and that isle was ceded to them at the 
interposition of our Queen Anne : as the English have 
since Conferred on his Sardinian Majesty the Duke- 
dom of Genoa, and as they hfnre, with an eqnal dis- 
regard of national rights, ceded the Christians of 
Parga to Ali Pacha. It is humiliating thus to find 
England upon all occasions the political scavenger of 
Europe, performing all that dirty work with which 
more crafty cabinets contrive not to sully their cha- 
racter; but far beyond the folly and wickedness of 
such acts, is the hypocrisy with which they are ac- 
companied. Crimes, as the marks of strong Voli- 
tions, are sometimes found accompanied the ener- 
gy of manliness; bat false pretences to Tirtue, and 
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affected assumplions of piety, justice, and moderatiflD, 
combine feebleness with iniquity, and are as con- 
temptible before men, as they must be offensive in 
the sight of Heaven. Upon claims equally well 
founded, hie Sardinian Majesty takes the style and 
title of King of Jerusalem and Cyprus; but through- 
out Italy lie is rarely mentioned by any other appel- 
lation tiun that of '* The King of the Anchovies." ' 

In 1802, on the abdication of Charles Emanuel, 
(who lately died a monk at Home,) his brother Victor 
Emanuel, the present king, ascended the throne. His 
marriage withMariaThereaa, Archduchess of Austria, 
(a true daughter of that Imperial house) has con- 
firmed him in those principles, which had mulually 
armed their families in support of a cause descended 
to them respectively, from the Green Counts and Bar- 
barossas of other ages. 

At the epoch of the revolution, the court and king- 
dom, and the general phasis of society in Piedmont, 
were pri;clsely what they had been for centuries be- 
fuie; ;in<l the aiitiijae forms and Gothic ^nstitnltoira ' 
were similar to those presented by the whole of 
feudal Europe in the olden time. All was pure aa- 
miied d^pofism in the ruler, privii^e and prescrip- 
tion iu the noblesj influence direct aai indirect in 
the priesthood, and ignorance, degradation, and 
passive obedience in the vassal people. The whole 
popalatioD was military, from the prince to the pea- 
sant ; and the fierce courage of ibii always brave and 
gallant people, w«s considered as the staple commo- 
dity the slate, let out for hire in any' cause that 
could afford to pay its services. Such was the general 

' ■' JbM dm Sardinei.' Auchoviea are the staple commoditj 
of Sardinia. 
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system, whicli h^id however its shades of abuse, and 
degrees of disorder. 

Of all the little despotisms of Italy, Piedmont seems 
to hnp heen the most complete, perfect, and com- 
padt; in a word, a ^'despolisme de poche" The no- 
ble was th«re, more powerful over his people, and 
tile King more powerful over his ootdei ; and the 
ebain of depeBdenoe was ** doldy' knit, that it 
di^cnlt 'to discover where it iH^an, or where it 
ended.' The Bukes of Sdvoy, or Kings of Sardinia, 
obliged to maintfiin their precarious existence by per- 
petual warfare and artfiil alliances, were constantly 
in the field, and had no leisure or taste for the culti- 
vation of the sciences and arts ; and their means were 
so small and so dependent on the will of their power- 
ful neighbours, that ail their institutions participated 
in the servitude. Nothing but the inherent vivacity 
and intelligence of their subjects, could have saved 
the state from sinking into an apathetic and brutalizt- 
ing ignorance, to wlii(^ tbe Mdal ««ergy oS Hk* 
Barbary pirates mi^t hav8 hmn AaeantA oanpaMti'tv 
ill-uminatien. 
1^ higk nobdit;', wb»i esdiMivd; Comcd tk« 

MiMwsd «v«r hi« m^et enftrlaiMAg ntemoirs, gire the ' 
wh<4e iistory of the despotiMo of " H pH* ptccqlo di tutii i £i 
dell' ^liropa." He observes, " the chains of my aative ser- 
vitnde {ruttia serwKlh) ivere always odious ami faeivy, and, 
above all, that enviable privilege d( tbo feudal aoUes, viiidl 
eiclaMVAlp (^liged tbem to ask the King's conaent toqvit 
dominions, even for the shortest space of lime : a permisiion 
frequently obtained nilh difltcultj, and always with a certain 
limitation."— Vita, p. aSo. He calls Tarin, "Ilmiota^lionito 
nido itatio," " quel nubile aovetv," " H dMpottio gatwRO torn 
imimiet)aUotat»£ m*otm," aW, 

VOL. I. 7 
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court, lUnrerw slaves to the Ring, were otherwise 
the most poweHul of that class m Europe, mAi4 
the tittle sphere of their existence. All places ' of 
honour, tmstf or emolmnent vere reaerred for thtoF 
acceptance. They alone could hare boxes at the 
opera, or dance at public balb^ with other distiii<^ 
tions, frivolous ia enjojment; but vexatious to the 
excluded. But while it would have been loss of cast 
to have admitted one of t:he Ciltadini into their pa- 
laces, "they had the privilege of eoteriiig any citizen's 
lumse upon all occasions of festivity, and wherever 
music was heard ; vrith the right of forcing their ad-- 
mission, in case their society was rejected. Soldiers 
by birth, they suffered under an hereditary conscript 
tion, which separated them from al! the (Economies 
of domestic existence. The whole of their education 
obtained in the royal academy, went scarcely further 
than fencing, riding, and dancing ; and while they 
were thus devoted to ignorance and idleness, their 
moral principles were sapped by a fundaoieatal law, 
which, while it prevented them selling an acre of 
their property witiiout the King's leave, enaljed them 
to refuse paying their d^>ts, whenever thefrBitianfi. 
failed, or thdr honestj' deserted them. 

Gambling was the prevailing vice, from the King 
to the least of his courtiers. Hiaro-banls were pub- 
licly kept; jewels and trinkets were staked, when 
all else was -gone; and the enom^ous sums won from 
young EUglish travellers at the Coprt of Turin by 
the native ntrfniity, could not uve them from niin, 
brou^t' on play and by a total neglect of their 
A^rs.^ ~ 

The bond of lUarriage was one of mere accommo-r 
diation. The necessity (originadng in fashion) whicl^ 
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every man was under, of neglecting his own wife, 
and entering into the service of his neiglibour's, while 
it undermined morality, deprived taste of its prefer- 
ence, and passion of its esciteraents : and general 
gallantry was so blunted by authorized libertinism, 
that lovers became as stupidly loyal, as husbands were 
confessedly faithless. "Ei chacun sc contente de la 
dame qi^il ieri" tsj3 the liberal Lalande, (for the 
lady he loved ww not the question). Vice thns sub- 
mitted to the restraints of virtue, and shared its pri- 
vations, vrithaut ohtahiing its rewards. Of such a 
state of society, pride, privilege, and ignorance, w^re 
the endowments ; and satiety, poverty, and jiscoiv- 
tent, the inevitable results. Yet such was the state 
of society, whose overthrow was a subject of lamen- 
tation to an English traveller and a clergyman, as a 
loss to the travelling youth of Great Britain not to be 
compensated ! ' 

From such society, however, all that was estimable 
01- enlightened among the natives voluntarily retreat- 
ed. The Saluzzi held their little academies in the pri- 
vacy of tliclr saloons ; the Ricolvi and RavautelU buried 
themselves amidst their classic ruins ; the Cignas, the 
Lagranges, and the Allioni were only to be found in 
their 'studies, or botanic gardens; Beccaria, the sub- 
lime Beccdria, sick of all that tied him to the mise- 
rable spot of earth it wa& his loislor'tuiie to inhabit, 

■ "Now the acadsmj' of Turin, where Ihs studcDlsvere 
considered as part of the court, and admitted to all its baUa 
and amusements, placed this advanta{;e completely within 
their reach," (admission to society,} "and was in this respect, 
and indeed in molt othert, far supeiior to Geneva, whare Uie 
-British yoath of rank werfl too often sent to learn French and 
tceptieitm." Eustace, vol. iv. p. 8^ 
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held no romniuiiication but with the$tar», whose pu- 
ritj- and lustre ivere reflected in his own bright miod ; 
and Alfieri, in the wild and noble petulance of well- 
founded indignation and uncompromising genius^ 
iled, never to return; bequeathing to posterity the 
expression of- his hatred, his pity, and contempt of a 
govenmnif and court, wfaoK exiftcnoe were incom- 
patible -witik the iad^ndrace he adored, taiA the 
vocation he had adopted.* 

"The Piedmontese formed the avant-garde of the 
Confiiiental coalition. They had been the first to 
bear down upon France. Beat out of Savoy, they 
continued lo resist on the Italian side of the Alps; 
and it is eminently creditable to the Piedmontese ar- 
my, that it made the firmest stand against the over- 
whelming force of the French legions. While the 
petty princlplitles oflLily separated from the com- 
mon interest, and uiado llieir terms and purchased 
their peace as Parmesans, as Modenese, or Florentines, 
Piedmont maintained its integrity ; and when it 
yieldedj it gave vf, from wcient prepossession, iu 
favour of Fruice, and the conviction, that " the ills 

' Alfieri created a niiniber of phrases to exjiress \hfse fceUngs 
towards the Piedmontese ayslem. He says that he itriiggled 
in the important work of un-Piedmoalizing himielf (SpUd- 
montatarmi), of udvbmbU»b8 hinHelf (ditiwudlantu). B9 
resigned hi* fortiuie to hit uster, aadiettled st Florence; re> 
solrtng to write tnigediet and break hones for his sobsistence, 
cw evm to beg rathir than enjoy Us high rank and Jbrtuve 
under radt • tyitem. Oaaof tha BothnfiirthiiatepwaillM 
neoeidlj of onDcaaliag lliou woHu which have done swih 
honour to Italy ; for then eiiated a kw which prahilHled the 
poblication, without licenie, of b^oki, even luforaigB atalw, 
under pain of fine, or evea corporal ptmishment, if the ease 
WM tlrati|bt to require it^Tita, aSa. 
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they knew not," conW wtoraty be worse than " the 
ills ibtj had." Th« King fled, Torin snmndend 
withont the formality of B blociede, and the French 
took possession ; Piedmont was placed on a republican 
footing, and the whole mass of its antiquated institu- 
tions fell at a crash. 

Reform accompanied conquest, and measures the 
most judicious healed the wounds the sword of vic- 
tory had infiicted in the heart of national self-love. 
Bonaparte was still a republican General, or affccteil 
to be 30 ; and the revolution was accomplislied with 
moderation and wisdom. It was the Archbishop of 
Turin, Del SigQori,who was called in lo assist in the 
new organization of the church establishment. It was 
be who directed and empowered the regular clergy, on 
the suppression of their orders, to live like seculars, to 
dispense with their vows, and re-unite tbemseWes 
with the general mass of (octetj, to whose rights and 
enjoyments they were restored. His pastoral letter 
to the religious of both sexes, is still quoted in Turin 
as a masterpiece of eloquence and simplicity; and his 
observations on the fantastical distinctions of dress, 
which ostentatiously marked their separation from 
the rest of their fellow creatures, are at once philo- 
sophical and benevolent. ' He abolished the vows of 
poverty and beggary, and encouraged the monks to 
add to the modicum allowed them from ibe-new ga- 
Temment, by indnstry, application, and oeconomy; 

' " Abito MCoUre di colore e di fonaa mode^ta i edifiante, 
Siete iltspensati dal volo di povcrlA, per quanto rigiiardri it 
poler maneggiare denari, tpendere e comprave c retenire in 
propria maiio quanto vi poiri ne) bisognare pel sostentameato 
voitm, ed aoehe in aiuto e asrvigio dtlle case e faniglie uelle 
^ali vi trorente a eoDviTere." 

5- 
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exltortiiig tbem to ^eep out of debt, and to accumu- 
late a sufficiency for independeace.. 

The people beheld this reformation with joy, how- 
ever the clei^y may have regretted it. The sup- 
pression of the wealthy convents of Capuchins, and 
of Jesuits, the sale of their estates as national pro- 
perty, together with the suppression of those alms, 
which were ejtorted from the credulity or submis- 
sion of all classes, restored to their legitimate chan- 
nels considerable sums, and replaced the idle and 
worthless, by the class of small lauded proprietors ; 
thus reconciling the population to the new order of 
things, and leaving none hostile, but those who lost 
privilegeB, as their lellow-citiuns gvacd rlghti. A 
career was now -bcoadly opmetl to nafieoal Uleot. 
TtU! agents aad miHisteTfl of goversKisnt where A- 
most tSi Kedmontcse : aad'the chief of liie repnliUc 
and prsfisct of Imperial sway, bad tlie same oe- 
der to amalgamate all dasse& in piid>lic festintMS and 
prrrate saloons, whose- talents and education fitted 
them for the same circles. 

Stilt the first shock of a change, as abrupt as it 
was beneficial, had its concomitant evils. The emi- 
gration of a greatparlof the nobles, and a warwhicb 
had drained all resources, had much impoverished the 
capital; and the unfeudalized aristocracy, the un- 
frocked monk, the unherieflced clergy, the displaced 
crowii-laivyer, composed a large mass of malcontents 
who spread doubt and alarm through the whole 
sphere of their induence. But few regrets are eter- 
nal ; general prosperity gradually soothed individnal 
dis^probatiani the Lares and Penates of Turin raised 
^ir drooping heads, as sons snccMded to ofices, for 
which their fathers were no longer qualified; and one 



Digitized by Google 



of the dilcft political and legal writes ' Ihirt Itqly 
has producad, has proved that in spite of the mis- 
representations iriuch have beea carefully circulated 

since the restoration, the estates of his Sardinian. Ma* 
jesty flourished and improved under the revolutionary 
system; and justified the intention of Providence in 
favour of a people highly endowed and eminently 

Ages of tyranny were not calculated to instil into 
the Piedmontese very just notions of political hberty ; 
but their quick natural intelligeuce soon lent itself 
to the principles and theories of their comparative 
regeneration. Allihe youth and many of the ablest 
lawyers and mea of science embraced the new order 
of things with enthusiasm; and, gradually learning 
to consider it. as a probationary step to a more per- 
fect ayUam, Itey were fiut advaiiuiig in the career 
ofconatitutional lUteity, when (ke anddes elevatioa 
of Bonaparte to the Imperial ilurMie, thoQf^ it did 
not ^8e Atar \on of fr«ed<Hn, damped th«ir hopes, 
and driajod the attainment of their object. They 
Incl no Bnmerica! force to oppose to systems, backed 
by the armies whidi had conquered Europe, and 
acceded to by the Sovereigns of Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, and of Bome. The consecrated of Pope 
Pius VII., the son-in-law of Francis 1.,, the model 
of Alexander, and the master of the fate of Frederick, 
would have been vainly resisted by the little republic 
of Piedmont.' 

' Opascoli At aa Arocato Milaorse, originario PieOmontese, 
sopra vane qdcstioai politicn-legali. Hilano, iSig. 

■ Piedmont was nujognued as a pirovinee of FcaDoe bj' the 
Pope's Bull of the ist-of Jane, i8a3. On the i3«b<rf January, 
i8a6, the magofBiTBiia gkre hii diH^ler to E«|eM Bmu- 
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Bonaparte, as Emperor, took the same pains to 
conciliate, as he had done when i republican genertdi 
The most eminent Piedmontese continued in office. 
Their goreraor, the Prince Boigfaese, was a native 
Ibdian prince, irhose fortune would have purchased 
the fee-simple of a dozen German stadtholders. He 
was yonng, and handsome, and brother-in-law to 
the Emperor. This prince was ordered to preserve 
in his court all the free forms established in the sa- 
loons of the republic. All educated persons were ad- 
mitted to the vice-regal court, without distinction; 
and no restraint was imposed upon the guests, but 
that which obliged husbands to accompany their 
Tt-ives. The sales of national property were con- 
firmed, not a convent was restored, and the stiletto 
was still prohibited as in the time of the Republic' 

In i8i5 France fell, and Europe returned to its 
ancient aatiette. Kings crept from their hiding- 
places, and the institutes of thefifteenth century gra- 
dually rained their power and infiuence. His Ma- 
jesty aS Jerusalem and Cf^msy after a Kb«at of fif- 
teen yean in his Island of Sardinia, retamed {vota 
his government of the anchovies, accompanied by an 

harnais; on the 7th of April, in the same year, the Heredi- 
tary Prince' of Biiden maiTied Josephine's aJopifd daURliler, 
In Augaat 18*7, the King of Wurlcmburg gave his daughter 
lo Jerome. Bonaparte, Jerome's llvst vife being alive; and in 
April iBtO, the Einperor of Aiislrta married his daughter to 
the Hmperor Napoleon- It is difTicutt to determine whether 
there is a greater portion of ignominy attached to the contract- 
ing, under all the circumstances of opinion, auch alliinees, 
or in the base abandooment of lies once so freely taken. 

' Rollind iiippoies the average numlief of,asaauiaatioDi in 
hif day, for Sardinia aloiMito haveb«eo6oa or 90a annoally. 
At preMnt the ninie ii as rare in Italy as in Epgland. 
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odd fish, (hisgraud vizier, Count Cerulti,) Ills priest, 
Hi's Madonna, his court, and a little army of tin sol- 
diers, which he had daily exercised in the Queen's 
dressing-room. He entered his good city of Xurin, 
tuhited in the tame costume, with the sama peruke, 
and the same prejudices, in which he' had left it. 
Still the peqile law in htm, notwitbitending his le- 
gitimate wig md appalling cttat, the pledge of that 
liberty which the Holy Allies had promts^ Europe, 
when the Imperial Ogre should be put down. All 
the relics of ancient feudality, who had lain perdus 
ia the old castles of the Alps, in the defiles of the Pas 
de Suze, or the valleys of Savoy, now hobbled forth, 
habited in dresses not seen since the revolution, and 
with principles as antiquated as themselves. The 
King, on beholding himself once more in the pultery 
of his palazzo reale, surroimdeiJ bv the saiin; fij^ures, 
faces, and dresses, as when, in less happy times, he 
had last seen it, could not refrain from expressing 
his joy that nothing was (hanged, that he had.fouBd 
every thing as he it. It wa* in vain that the old 
profeuors of Boman Xmr, ia their utken soalanett 
the old magistrates in their ermined robm, the old 
nobles in bags and swords, and tb« old ecclesiastics 
once more in grand pontificals, stunned him with 
their cries of " Proslrala l/a/ialil&,—Jeodalitd, — il 
tempo del latto, — i quindici anni sventurati: ' it was 
long before he could be made to comprehend what 
they meant; or believe that a single innovation had 
befea made in ih« of the descendant of Witdkind 
the Great. At length, However, convmcad by reUe- 

* "Pratlrata bBDalitie)— feudality— Innes of siiifortune— 
the fiflBCn nnhappy jran." 
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rated details that there was no feudality, no corvee, 
no gabelle, no convents, no stilettos, and no asy- 
lums ; tliat nobles were obliged to pay their debts, 
and were net obliged to ask permission to go to 
Milan; and that Dotbing remained of the ancient 
inititatimtf bnt an heavy taxation, a military con^ 
tcription, and a trammeled press— he inTolted ever^ 
SdoX in the Cdfndar to -witness his astAnishment and 
indignation ; and called upon " his bosom's coOQ' 
sellor, his better self," Ceratti, to know what was to 
be done, how the fragments of the ancient structure 
were to be collected, howput together, and by whom. 
Cerulti laughed at the royal consternation ; and told 
the King, that for about sixpence of Piedmcmtese 
money, he would build up the ancient government 
di bel nuovo. The sixpence advanced, the old minis- 
ter hobbled off, and in less than an hour returned 
with a court-calendar, or red— book for the year 
1790. " There, Sire," said he, " is your govem- 
m«at ready made. Replace all the persons you find 
here, who are still living, and fill np the vacancies ; 
and then for the price of this book, found on a st^ 
near your Majesty's palace, yon have yottr govern- 
ment r!»«tBbIished without trouble." The King 
was enchanted ; the active ministry of the previous 
regime were immediately banished ; and ia a few 
days little remained of the former system, but the 
abases vhich it suited the new order of things to re- 
tain. The convents were restored ; the streets filled 
Ivith Mionks,' fnwxnions, and soldiers ; churches and 
forte, shrines and garrisons, rose in every quarter ; 

' la the middle of the last century a eonsni, taken at Tu- 
rin, proved that, oat et a populatioD of ;6,ooo lonli, ijiooo 
wert Mdenaalict, and iS,ooanniM«idfrinn. 
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the Code Napoleon was set aside ; the line of distinc- 
tion between the nobility and the people was more 
strongly drawn than ever; the Queen again let the 
opera-boxes according to the due number ofqaarter^ 
ings ; and the King declared in the midst of a lull 
court, upon being told that the King of Bfrearia.ms 
a liberal, and that the King of Prussia h«d promised 
1m people a constitutton, " lo tolo gotw vertmunu 
7i." • To crQwn his ^licity, England, M$e to her 
promises, betrayed Genoa into his hands — Gcnoat.the 
object of his hatred, his rivalry, and his ambition; 
when, lo! in tlie midst of his triumphs, it was dis- 
covered that the old machine, in spite of its new 
varnish, paint, and gilding, could not be made to 
move. The springs had grown rusty, the wheels 
were clogged, its principle of motion forgotten ; and 
in one word, the sixpenny conslilutiou was not 
worth a groat. All was astray, all confusion, dis- 
content, and incongruity ; the people belonged to 
one age,, the gOrenunent to anotbjeCt: ,^It.-wWiHi^«ui 
that 'the anajf in a tima o£ [MwfivMwt 'PMHSf.4ns,ia- 
creased; ibat Gitackls -ttnnt,-&rtifiad.aBd armomiM 
r^lenisbed; tluit Capuchins were mnltipUed, and 
^prayers cfFered ; it yna in yain that Count de Maistre 
wrote to prove that social order depended upon the 
ignorance of the people ; it was in vain that the King 
dressed and undressed his troops, and manccuvred his 
tin armament, as in the days of his happy retreat j and 
that the jQueen rKeived daily inspiration from the 
aulie couiKil of.hjsr Idnaman— -oU-Voul4 ^l»e 
peQplfl.of Savoy were dying^of, want ul ^ 4ib^Mi* 

/ "1 d^ue am trnly'* ^ing'" 

* At tlus tiiM SkrI Inn prerenttd die paiaing of (nin Irom 
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tbe "popvlatioil et Piedmont were groaDing Uiider 
the tre^Iif of taxation, the nobles, wlio were agnn 
the Vassals of the King, without regaining all thrir 
old power orer . the people, were load in ^eir com- 
^ai»b; 4e moiihs,'restwe(l to tiieir .coavciits, had 
not yet got back their revenues; the liberals and 
BonapartistE, alike indignant, now felt only as Ita- 
lians; and they harassed by tlieir ridicule and oppo- 
sition, a system they could not abrogate. Genoa, 
anhappy Genoa, was ready for any sacriiice that 
might rid her of her disgraceful bondage. Jerusalem 
and Cyprus indeed remained quiet, but all else Was 
confusion and consternation. The King endeavour- 
ing to patch up a more endurable order of things, 
took back some of the ex-ministers of the imperial 
regime. They indeed could do but little under a 
system which, though not that of PiednxMit. alone, 
but of all the States of tlie CiNitiDent j is still iac^ 
pable of subsisting, except under the protection of 
vast standing armies ; bat tlteir talents, wortii, and 
experienced merits, gwasoine^ap 1^ confidenca 
to the people, and soothed ftr tin Daoient tbc mi* 
tStion ffif Uie pt^c anai. 

The noble instilatioM far tbo oacotmgamcst of 
soienee and philosophy, which for fifteen yesrs^ai^- 
rished in Piedmont and Savoy, have sj^ead an iUtiHti- 
nation over its inhabitants that cannot be queni^wdt 
and have awakened an energy never to be stilled inttt 
the dullness of their ancient existenoe. An Emr»> 
pean educttien -now {Mmdn M luiu t 4w DoUe, 
the ehizen^ 1}M solder, -a^e f&fO^e^itx beaeSts ; 

^e^mont toTetiorelhe Savoyards, and thrirst^MBpwinld 
flD a Totime. . - ' ' - 
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and the effects it has produced are evident in the pri- 
vate society of Turin, as well asiu the exertions made 
by individuals to forward the interests of the com- 
luunity, and to found establishments which, in spite 
of ignoranlins, feudalities, and legitimate misrule, 
must invigorate industry, disseminate knowledge, 
and increase wealth.' Alfieri considers it as one of 

■ Among the moat distinguished of these true patrinli 
stands his Excellencji Ihe Marquis de Br^me, late UiniBter of 
the Interior for Ihe kingdom of This noblemtm is at 

the head of one of the most ancient families and finest for- 
tunes of Piedmont. During his miaistrj he powerful)]' pro- 
moted the dissemination of" those two engines of human 
happiness, the vaccine inoculation and the Laocaslriin 
schools, which he first iolroduced on bis own estate at Sar- 
tirani, in Piedmont. 170,000 persons vrere vacciiiated in 
Lombardy.on the proved tucc^ts of hiidomestioezperimeat*; 
■nd the eianplB <^ hii aohoali has exfitod a riuilar eamlt- 
tioD. Thrown out of the Hinistrf, on Ihe RNtonttion, bf 
tka bonia of Aailtia, i^ich has no Oooaiion for Lnctslrian 
■ohooli, nor for Hiniaten that psininlte them, the Harquii 
de Brime resides diieflf in his old castle of Sartiimni, wfaflre 
he it oonndersd as the guardian and protector of hia district. 
He ii the audior of a woHi— '" iles Sjsihmes actueU d^A'da- 
eatUn da Peuple." During our visit at his villa near Hllan, 
whaMhe resided for a few weeks io iSrg, he invited us lo 
meat him at Sartirani in the fallowing spring, on onr return 
from Ihe south of Italy, to judge of Ihe progress of his schools, 
formed upon English models. In the inlerim, however, d^alh 
had twice viiiled him wifh the heaviest affliction lliat can 
befall a parent, and under circumstances the most heart- 
rending. His eldest son perished in crossing the Ticino; 
while accompaujing a physician to his father, who was in- 
disposed in Piedmont. At a short distance of lime afUr this 
calamity, his second son, Honrigneur TAbate de Brlma, Ex- 
Crand Almoner of Italy, sunk under a malady, increaiad by 
the perseontion and cahimniM which, since the Reatoratioo, 
have follawed all that were distingaished andor Ihe fbrmar 
lef^me, and which were too beirilf Ut by a eanstitntim 
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ibe evils life over which be had no control) that 
he waiborn in what he calls an amphibious counti^.* 
Thii obserratioD ii made in allusion to the preva-> 
lence of the French language in Piedmont, which left 

natiirallj frail, and a mind ■norbidlj' leniitiTe. The Abata 
BrtoM bad b«en the cbief support of a lilerorj paper, coadactad 
on Italian prindplet, at Milan, called ""Hie Cttniulutare,'' but 
wbich baa beenreeentljriuppteited. He combined coouder- 
able emdilion witb, a rare talent; and bu powerful and deep 
aflectiona were concentrated npon the regeneralion of ll3]y 
and ita re-union into one eoiy$ de nation. To the politeoesa 
of the old court he added the frankneM of' modero maDcicrs j 
and he has ciirried to the grave the friendship, tlie eBleem, 
and Ihe regret, of all that is most amiable in disposition or 
honourable in principle in Italian society. Monsigneur dc 
BrSme was well known to many of our most dis'lingiiisheJ 
English travellers in Itnly. His allenlion lo us, as strangers, 
rapidly ripened inlo s, fiiendohip, which ended only with kia 
life, as lis memory nill fjdtr only with our ou.«. 

'"Disgraiia priniitiva dil nascere in un pacse anfibio." — 
Vila, p. 76. lie confesses lhat ha knew French only by rote ; 
butadds, that he knew much less of Italian. Eustace', in hi.s 
Commentary upon (he loss of ihe Court and Academy ofTurin 
to the British Youth, observed, lhat they served as an intro- 
duction to the manners and language of Ilaly. This is one of 
many instances, in his false, flimsy, and pompous work, of 
his utter ignorance of Italy, or of his premeditated perversion 
offsets. The historical and topographical details, and even 
the classical quolalions of Eustace's work, are most generallj- 
Ctqiied from Lalande's cumbrous and thenfon Deglected 
** Voyage en Italie." But the projected rmovation of Latin, u 
the common language of Europe, and the rettoration of the 
Pope to bis ancient supremacy, are all bis own. The trae 
character of this production (and it is less painful to make 
th« assertion, as its author's ear is no longer alive either lo 
praise or censure) is to be found in the 4tb canto of Childp 
Harold } and Lord Byron't long residence in Itgly, and hit 
intimate knoiriedge of the cuuntifi leave hia teatiiiionyi on 
this ocoasion, beyond appeal. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



PIEDMONT. 87 
^im, ■when lie arrived at manhood, 'wholly ignorant 
of that beautiful tongue, to which he afterwards de- 
voted himself with such ardour. His letters, his 
compositions, his conversation both at home aai 
abroad, were all in French ; and on his arrival in Tus- 
cany; he had to acquire Italian as a foreign langaage: 
French had been for more than a century the pfe- 
vailing language of the court and of the good society 
of Turin ; Piedmontese, the domestic and familiar 
medium of commercial and household intercourse ; 
but Italian was only spoken by the educated, and 
when strangers from other parts of Italy were present. 

The habit of servilely copying the French court, 
the frequent alliances between 4he houses of Bourbon 
and Savoy, and the proximity and temporary union 
of the two countries, have induc(»d a resemblance, 
which now, more than ever, strikes the traveller on 
bis first presentation in the saloons of Turin. Espe- 
Tience, however, soon discovers some shades of dif- 
ference. The men, ia dress, air, and abord, are not 
a little English i and tbey pique themselves on being 
BO. They have a passion for horses, or affect to have 
it ; and they club together at coffee-houses, talk poli- 
tics, lay wagers, gallop at the corso in the evening, 
and drive tilburies in daudy costume in the morning. 
In the opera-box they are true Italians ; in the saloon 
they are French ; but, taken altogether, tbey are per- 
fectly European. The women universally adopt the 
French toilet and language,' and they exhibit some— 
thing of that peculiar toamure and light and pleasant 
persiflage, which constitute the principal charm of. 

' The PiednonteH ladies told us,, that not only oonvsna-' 
Ifon, bat sven' tin interoouno of notet, is earried on In 
Fnncb. 
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French conrersalion. But they have a grace which 
is not French, a grace which is purely Italian ; — the 
grace of simplicity. Nothing maniM, nothing csn- 
ventional, nothing affected or formal, can be found in 
the character of a genuine Italian woman. For this 
Tery reason, perhaps, nader all the disadvantages of 
a bad education, bad government, and bigntted reli" 
^on, ibej are still found, by thoM who are admitted 
to their iDtimacy, fitsciastiDg, beyond ttie reach of 
art to imitate.. 

The theatre, the casino, and the cfaort, interfere 
with private society in Turin, as thronghoo' Italy; 
and we owe it to the politeness and hospitality of 
Madame La Comtessa Valperga Masino ' and the 
Princess HohenzoUern,' that, though the gaieties of 
Turin were clouded by the absence of the court, we 
were permitted to judge of the grace, talents, and 
suavity which distinguish its circles. In their saloons 
we were presented to nearly all the literary, diplo- 

■ This lady vill perhipa Im inelinwl to paiflon me, if, in 
•Budiug to her flattering and mott gratifying altnitioiM, I 
oonfeM that I felt -tbem doubly gndoat, as eoniing 'from the 
■icee, tbs popil, aad tba friend of Ibe itlottrioiu Abate Val- 
perga di Calnso, a naiM now MOnd in Italy, and never pr»- 
nonnoed there but with a ,of Mmnr, or a smile of 
national Iriamph. The Abbi died in Ibo arms of his bccou),- 
plished niece; and it is to-her filial love tbat Honsigneur de 
Br^me alludes, in bis life of hitleamad relative, " Che avesse 
Conemndo yecchio dometHeo compagno il senno, totlo le 
ridente forme di JemTtUnii gioi^ntu." The Abale Caluso was 
Profesior of Orienlal Languages, Director of the Observatory, 
Member of the Great Council of the Universily, Member of 
tbe Legion of Honour, etc. etc. He died at Turin in iSiS, 

, * Hie hdy of hi* Eacalleney Coimt Ttncksetti niaiaU* 
tnm Aa «aiirt'af Beriia. 
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matic, and fashionable society lUen ia Tuna ; and we 
had an opportunity of observing, lli.it mprit and ta- 
Jent are there a full substitute for (|uarlei izii;s and 
crachats; that in the saloons of llic pal.-icp jM.isinii, the 
Planas, the Carenas, the Borsons, were aisocialed with 
the descendants of feudal Counts and gothic Batons ; 
Tvhile the liberal and philosophic minister, Hal ho, and 
the ullra, but very agreeable, .De Maistre, disputed 
amicably upon points of literature and poetry, howe- 
ver they might differ upon politics. 

French quadrilles, cards, and conversation, were 
the order of society in Turin, as in Paris ; but con- 
versation prevailed; and we vrere struck with the ge- 
neral acqouDtance displayed hy many of the younger 
persons with our national literature. The day before 
we quitted Turin, we were presented with Italian 
translations of Lalla Rookh and Childe Harold. 

I pity those who pass through Piedmont without 
pausing in its capital. The impression which we re- 
ceived on the threshold of Italy, shed the light of pro- 
mise on the rest of our journey. The localities of 
Turin are by no means destitute of interest, and its 
active and intelligent citizens well merit to be studied 
with attention; while there are few places in Italy 
where the stranger, well presented, will find a more 
(nuA and hospitable reception, enliveaed by g^c^^ 
mi tempered by iofDrmation »id Itindly fe^iog. 
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Of the Passive from the, French Regime to the 
RestoYtd Monarclgr. 

Lb d^Tda^m«it da fdnie » Xnmi fdu* d'mErav«» 
dMU b Ugiilptioii qae-daai toulet lei antMt (cienctt." — 

TaeU'^ drj AttembUet LegULuii^s, v. 3. 

The ancient lairs of Piedmont were a compound of 
the Roman and canon law, of the edicts of its sove- 
reigns, of local customs and statutes, and the decisions 
of its supreme magistrates, which, like our English 
precedents, had a legal force. This confused and he- 
terogeneous mtus had never been collected, arranged, 
or kanuoniaed into ■ system ; «nd it wm SteopmAy 
rendered conflicting and discordant with itsrif, 1^ 
the wititj of aathoritiet and the difference of tirae> 
«t i^ch die iadiTidnal lam h«d been enacted. Hw 
Dodiy of Aosta enjojed a code of it* ovn'; and other 
cities, and eren nnaU burghs and Tillages, -Trere|go- 
vemed up to the year 1 798 by local statutes and uses, 
respecting successions, testamentary powers, etc. 

The beneficial effects of the French revolution, ia 
hanishing this jumble, and substituting the French 
code, were QOt,however, confined to aa improvement 
in form. The old government may be considered as 
having been among the least advanced of the several 
feudal institutions borne down by the revolution; 
and the laws were not less unjust in their positive 
enactments, than in their contradiction and obscu- 
rity. That maxim of the Roman law, for example, 
was in vigour, which declares that the sale of pro- 
perty breaks leases ; a law which gives to the buyer 
« ri^t which belongs not to the teller,— a right not 
lets injurious to the pnUic wel£u«,thaii to the indi- 
Tidoid it difpoftseues. 
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Another obligation, in. 'wbicU the Piedmontese 
were indebted to the revolution, was for the esta- 
blishment of the French law of ^' Ilj-po/kiques," 
Credit, the life of coiamerce, can alone exist in its full 
developement, where property is closely aud clearly 
bound to the discharge of debts, and where the ap- 
plication of the law is facile, and unclogged with the 
possibility of disputes between ihe several creditors. 
The ancient system of Piedmont left the property ge- 
nerally answerable for all demands, without securing 
the first creditor from the future improvidence of the 
debtor,— priority of mortgage giving no priority of 
claim upon the estate,' To the Frepfi co^ the Piett- 
montese were in general attaGheS,,Sli| mcm fKlSi- 
cularly so the Genoese, by a practical acijuaintance 
with its decided superiority. 

But upon the restoration of the King, ail the re- 
volutionary institutions, with the sole exception of 
the fiscal laws, were wiped o£f at the dash of a pen, 
by the famous edict of the 2 ist of May, 1814. This 
edict, after the customary preamble of the especial 
grace of God and the magnanimous and generous forces 
of the allied powers, (a manifest hjsteron proieron]^^- 
ternal solicitude, etc. etc, etc. decrees as follows: — 

1, Witl^ut having regard to any other law, from 
the date of these presents there' shall be observed 
the royal constitution of 1570, and the other enact- 
ments of our royal predecessors up to the a3d of 
June, i8oa. 

2. We authorize oar st^reme magistrates to take 
order for the instructions of all processes aow pending, 
and for all acts of adjudication and judfjoients ( " gli 

' Nd^ler -VBS there any public register of morl gages, which 
the Irai^ might cpoault ip order to jiidg« of hi) (ccutit/. 
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Jiti d'aggiudicazione e giudiiie d'ordine" ) already 
commenced, in the manner they may deem most con- 
formable to the interests of justice according to the 
tircunittniiccs of the case, at the same time charging 
tiieiji to use tlic same authority in repressing eior^ 
hitant usury, which they of old eajoyed. 

3. Ill all respects tlie taxation, as well direct as 
indirect, we reserve to ourselves, to give, in its proper 
time, the ulterior and more particular details; in the 
mean irhile the laws actually ia vigour shall continue 
in operation. 

The daemon e£ discord and 'of mischidf could not 
have imagined orf^Eected anything more destractwe 
to general wel&re or to individaal morab than 
dtis edict. In Milan, Modena, and Tuscany, the 
abolition, of the French code had been prepared by a 
ee^es of transitory enactments, regulating with 
more or less precision the application of each code 
to the several particular cases. But here all was left 
to the decision of the magistrate, whose will was law, 
to overset engagements, contracted under another 
dispensation, and to determine according to one code, 
litigations commenced under the sanction of another. 
Duly to appreciate the folly and injustice of this mea- 
sure, it is necessary to be acquainted with the total 
difference of spirit between the ancient and modern 
institutes, and their want of common measure for 
actions and relations. In the state of uncertainty 
created by this difference, in respect to all matters 
of trust, feudal right, civil matrimony, divorce 
capaci^ of monks and nnns to inherit, lathers of 
families were totally incafwcitafed from nuking a. 
will, or indeed from engaging with secnri^ in any 
traiuaction relatiTe to the transfer of proper!/. 



Digitized by GoOgle 




PIEDMONT. 95 

This difficulty, as may lialurally be foreseen, was 
soon still further increased by the clashing decisions, 
in different cases, and in different tribunals. The 
course by precedent in ordinary instances is suffi- 
ciently defective ; '■'■Ex his quce forte lino aliquo casu 
accidere possunt" says Cicero, jura non consti- 
luuntur."' But the method becomes ten thousand 
times more pernicious in a case where the whole 
matter is new, where opinion has no bounds set to it, 
but those of conscience; and where conscience is 
placed in opposition to the frowns and the favonrg of 
a monarch, and the prejudices of a dominant iactioiu 
Among the most wanton and detestable of the rojraj 
prerogatives in Piedmont, is that which theKji^ W^- 
rogates of interfering in civil matters, of settiitg asid6' 
the course of law, and annulling the rights of pitvste 
citizens, by acts of grace, or mixed acts of grac&dfid jus- 
tice. A right so anarchical, and so stupidly opposed to 
the welfare alike of king and subject, must at all times 
hare been pregnant with injury and injustice : but at 
the epoch of this change of government, the grievance 
exceededall bounds. Whoever imagined himself in- 
jured by the revolutionary institutions, whether by 
the suppression of privileges, or by the mere influence 
of opinion, endeavoured to persuade the King thai 
whatever sprang from that source was impure; and 
that the sentences of the French tribunals were so 
many acts of violence and fraud, which the King him- 
self was bound to remedy by his authority. Under this 
influence, a multitude of royal patents were expedited, 
some appointing special commissions for special cases, 
£cir the affairs of individoid fiuts^es, or patrimonies, 
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— others for revising the d.^cisions of the supreme 
courts, — others oguia for judging tlfclded cases a/j m- 
tegro. Some contained orders to creditors, obliging 
them to compnunige with their debtors, and some ac- 
corded deli^ for the payment of debt*-; thus tettiDg 
the debtor at 13>erty in some cases for a> mahy aa 
twen^ years. ■ l . , 

At no {leriod before tbe re?«dn.tian did the Lin^ of 
Piedmont exercise, to any extent, this odious privi- 
lege in civil matters, notwithstanding the total ab- 
sence of constitutional laws. For in the place of a 
constitution stood tbe peace of the times, the con- 
science of ministers, and the uncontesfed validity of 
jurisdictions and enactments ; whereas in the pre- 
sent instance, a prejudice against the validity of 
the revolutionary acts opened the door to a multi- 
plicity of abuses, and paved the way to continual sus- 
pensions of the law. To make the reader acquainted 
with the full extent of this evil, would be to translate 
the five thick volumes of pleadings or protests, which 
had been published, within a year or two of the resto- 
ration, by a patriotic advocate ; ' pleadings invaluaUe 
not only to Piedmont, but to humanity at large, for 
the clear eanncialions of positive and natural law, and 
for unsophisticated reasoning and enlightened prin- 

' " Opiiicoli polilico-legali di an Avocato Hitanese, orip- 
nario PieJiunntesc." If it were either lafe or proper to 
break through llie anonjiUDus relireODent of the author, it 
would be an high gratifioation to ^ivs hit oania to that pab- 
lie, nbom he has bsnelited alike by his taleoti and his 
virtues. Few legal works exhibit such traces of a clear, free, 
and eipansive intellect, neither lost in the mazes of techni- 
calitf, nor olouded bj lbs execM of its omdition. It u 
alniMt uide« to add dial lui pleadin|piraM «f little avail 
to the parties whom he itrore to defeni 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Pt&DHOHT. 95 

ciple>, Frnm many extracts of patents recorded in 
these volumes I take the first that occur* — VinceBN 
Ignazio Fraacisco Nuvoli had entered into an order of 
regulars, from which he afterwards separated, and 
contracted matrimony, not only civilly, but, as it is 
itelieved, before the church, in virtue of a papal re- 
script. At all events be lived and died in conjugal co- 
habitation, without suffering any impediment, on 
the return of the King. He, dying, left on niafnict 
of his estates to his widow, with a survivorship to his 
dan^ter. TheKng, by royal patent, under the pre- 
tence thdt thematrimony was not legitimate, becanae 
the cause of nullity of vows was not duly made (non 
siasifatta la causa della nuUiii de' voli ikbitqmmtf), 
and that the wife consequently was a concubine, and 
the daughter a bastard, revoked the testament, or- 
dered the case to be adjudged privately, "jenzd stre~ 
pilo digiudizio" by acommittee especially appointed 
for that purpose !!! To this extraordinary picture 
there is but one trait to add. These royal rescripts 
are extended even to the Dnchy of Genoa, wliere it 
cannot be pretended that the King held a suspended 
■virtual jurisdiction, pending the French occupation ; 
and where coaseqiiently his Icgilimacy has no imagin- 
able claim, to meddle with justice and to release those 
bound by the solemn decision of courts of law. These, 
therefore,areacts of pare undisguised tyranny; acts for 
which tl^ .^gl)«h.name is daily and hourly cursed, 
atiftfoF wlwh;jttia;^i|^M(' QA^9 answerable at the 
i>ari*f^cmli«td we^ Whilesochthing&are,'atid 
their onihdrs remain enmpt from punishment, well 
may the nations -of Europe regard our internal strug- 
gles with comjplacency, /nd anticipate Dtir political 
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downfall with undisgatsed expressions of satisfied 
revenge.' 

TLe injustices which occurred upon the mis en ac- 
tion of the French code in 1 802, were estremelj few ; 
hecause as that code tended to simplify procedure, 
and to break through privileges subversive of impre- 
scriptible rights, the people at Urge ware oecesMrily 
b«nefited. But in returning to ancieBt abuses, 
most valuable rights acquired at the rerolutioa were 
traiB{ded down ; and every traniactioa consequentijr 
involved k suUtantial iniqiut^. Thus in paaring 
over &e system of h^rpotheques^ money, ledt upon a 
special security, became recoverable only in concur- 
rence with other creditors. Thus too, he who had 
contracted with a citizen his equal before the laws, 
was reduced to sue and be sued in an ecclesiastical 
court, if the party against whom he was opposed was 
a priest. Nor is this evil confined to submitting to a 
partial or prejudiced tribunal. Every court and 
every system of jurisprudence has its forms, and these 
forms alone can operate in determining a judg- 
ment ; according to the axiom of Roman law, "in 
contraclibui tacilh vataint ea faa sunt moris et om- 
suetudinis." To be tried, dierefi>r«, by a sy^ttm. 
other than that ander which the contract is made, 
is obviously to be dragged coram /ton judice. 

' II has not unfrequently occurred that cases, which in pass- 
ing through the courts of prima istanza and appeal, have re- 
ceived the concurrent unction of ten judges, have been sent for 
revision toa lingle delegate, or to three or four members acting 
in the name of the senate. The key to this absurdity is, that 
the revolutiooary judges, laws, and senteaces, are taken only 
M tcepe* in a Gomedy, and not as having the force of reali' 
ties. The tenlencea oif the ex-tribnnala are not cirHed intn 
wBhat, unlet) when bacM by new dediion*. 
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possessing^lls, oveas, eb:. When ttiese were ^ro~ 
gated, Dew buildings were naturally erected, accord- 
iug to the exigencies of the community. By a royal 
rescript, the proprietors of these new edifices were at 
the restoration compiled to an accommodation with 
the feudal lord, eidt^bj seUiug ih^^ll, etc. or hf 
paying a compensation, doth as the old ptoprieldr 
would accept. 

But while the new government was thus protect- 
ing the feudal proprietors, and granting rescripts to 
the nobihty to exempt theni from the justice of their 
creditors, it fell upon the^anded property by an edict 
which has induced universal discontent, an edict for 
regulating tlie size of farms and restricting the right of 
the landlord to lethisland as he pleased. The constitu- 
tions, or collection of laws made by Victor AmadeusIL 
in 1723-1739, were admirable, for the state of know- 
ledge at the time. They laid the axe to the root of 
feudality, and paved the way for the abolition of its 
jurisdictions, together with many other vexalions and 
abases, in 1797; and these amendments placed the 
i^tes of Kedmont in many respects in adv.into of the 
rest of Italy. But in the midst of these ri loims ap- 
peared the edict of the 19th .lulj, 1799, limiting ihe 
siic of f.iviiis within 3 Vent:»l of 5ooo Piedinoutese 
f,,-,,,,:, ,H.,-.m.um, under pain of null.ty of contract. 
Tlio maxiijium of rice-plantation 5 waa Used at 10,000 
frillies. The iutentof this enactment was to appease 
popular discontent, and to lower the price of com. 
Ihe eighth article declared all existing contracts £tt 
vi^^^ ^ ^ prineiyli^ Jf^f^. «t«ndrf be|(iniS 
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meacement of 1800. In the mean Tchile the battle 
of Marengo changed the government; a great part 
of the law was abrogated, and in March 1804, the 
French code being adopted, the whole of it ceased to 
be Tolidv Even before this time it had practically 
iallen into desuetude, and was virtually null ; so that 
no experience had been coJlecled of the benefits that 
■were expected from this singular legislation. 

In 1816 there was a general scarcity in Europe, of 
which Piedmont partook in a Ireraendous excess : 
and the attention of the government being thus re- 
called to the subject, a new edict was issued, declar- 
ing all contracts for farms above the statutable size, 
made aoder the French regime, terminable in 1818 ; 
and reetaricting. the farms as befoi e the revolution. 
The effect of rfiis edict upon the public was very dif- 
ferent from that produced by its prototype. The 
national intellect had been materially enlightened on 
the eubject of political ceconomy. A multitude of 
complaints, demands of exemption, and censures fol- 
lowed ite re-enactment. It had not even the pro- 
posed advantage of Imnging down the price of corn. 
For the farmers, io giving up their leases, had fre- 
quently to receive a restoration of money advanced, 
instead of rent to pay ; and as they were released from 
the necessity of manuring the land tliey quitted, 
they had the less obligation for bringing ihoir corn 
to market. 

In respect to the rice-grounds, this law is eminently 
impracticable. That species of cultivation requires a 
combined system of irrigation, alone applicable to 
great farms j and the arbitrary division of the land into 
imtdl holdings involved the lessees iu endless difficul- 
Ues. Xbe w^er necessary for the purpose of irriga- 
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tion, TarjiDg with the seasons and the local pecu- 
liarities of the land, is absolutely uniusteptible of an 
equitable division among diilerent proprietors. The 
necessity for numerous iieiv ercttioiii, and the in- 
utility of the old ones, (calculated for a larger scale 
of farming,) became also a ruinous source of expense. 
As ought be expected, therefore, this law was gene- 
rally eroded hy prtrate agreements, and became only 
available to diicaneiy and dishonesty. The measure 
was followed up likewise by others equally unwise: 
such was the importation of com from Odessa, ao- 
companied by a prohibition of export, and an obli- 
gation to buy the government corn. In virtue of 
these regulations, the Savoyards, being deemed fo- 
reign to Piedmont, were suffered lo perish with 
want, while the Piedraontese could not sell their 

The number of tribunals in Piedmont, witliou* 
counting the " dclegaziani per U prifali" or arhi- 
trallons, ia so great that tliey affoid matter for a spe- 
cial work, -tthidi hear, title"" De Tribimi esercenti 
Giurisdizione iiegU Slali di S. M. di qua da Morui 
e Colli di TerraFerma, 1796: rislampaii nel i8i5. 
This multiplicity of courts occasions, of necessity, 
perpetual conflicts of jurisdiction, a frequent dive^ 
sity of maxims, and the almost endless duration of 
law-suits. 

The Judges in general are paid by the piece, and 
gain in proportion to the length of the process, and 
the severity of the inflictions. The torture, though, 
in obedience to the spirit of the age, practically 
abandoned, still remains part of the law of the land ; 
and criminal processes are again conducted in secret. 
These ar« a few only of the blessings which the treaty 
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of \ ienna has entailed upon an enterprisiDg , amiable, 
and awakened people; but bumauity rejoices iu the 
conviction thai such combinations carry with them 
the seeds of their owa-destmctiim, utd ena if mop- 
posed, must fall 1^ their own weight and inhereut 
rottenness. 
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CHAPTER V. 

tOHBABDT. 

Route 10 Milan. — Peasantry. — Vzrcelli. — Frontiers, 
Dognnieri. — Blfalora. — Mlla^. — Streets, Popu- 
lation, CiancEiES. — Duonio. — Anecdotes. — 7'he 
Pope's Ballet. — Reform of Churches. — Cojiveiit and 
Church ofSla. Maria delle Grazie.—Thc Cenacolo 
o/'LEO.t&RDO DA Vinci. — Anecdotes. — Beera. — His- 
toric Anecdotes. —Jttstitute of the Revobuionary 
Govermnents.~Ita Gallay of Pictures, Medals, etc. 
— BiBLioraECA Ambrosuha. — MSS. of Leonardo da 
Vinci. — Abatz Mai. — Palimpsestic MSS. — Vice- 
roy's Pa]^ag£.— Theatres.— the VettaU, 
Teatro Palriotico, Teatro di Gerolamo. — Italian 
Drama. — Criticism of the Quarlm-ljr Review.— 
SvLvio Pellico. — Proposed Association for. iAe 
Improvement of the Drama. 

Xke windings of tlie Pu, iviiose fretjiient inundations 
(unlike tliose of tliu Nik; cover the fertile plains with 
rocks and sterility, give a peculiar cliaiacttr to tlie 
scenery whicli intervenes between the capitals of 
Piedmont and Lombardj. The narrow threads of 
tributary streams, rushing through broad and stouy 
beds, (which they form when swolri into mighty tor< 
rente bjrthemeltiiigof the snows,) the frequent fords, 
9- 
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l!ie moveable bridges of boats, etc. etc. render the 
journey at all times anxious and variable; — occasion- 
ally dangerous, and sometimes fatal.' The country, 
ill general, is rich and cultivated ; and corn-fields and 
vineyards, intersectedwith swampy rice-grounds, and 
sVirted with forest trees, present a scene of luxury 
and abundance, which renders the wretched state of 
the Piedmontese peasantry a problem, only to he 
solved by an iqt^mate knowledge of the political con- 
dition of the country. 

Both men and women are hard-featured and aqaaf 
lid ; and though the latter are occasionally dbtin- 
guished by their tawdry ornameats, and by the large 
bla(;k and gold German lans, which tiiey parade on fet- 
tivaltia thestreetsof Turin,' yet many of both sexes go 
bare-legged, and some even bare-footed ; while almost 
all are slovenly and 4irty. A love for costly personal 
decorations of gold and silver, is most common in 
those countries, where from the impossibility of plac- 
ing money to advantage, or from a want of sufficient 
security, the productive power of capibil is but little 
known. The peasantry of such countries thus idly 

' Sometima a violent tlorm in the moDulaioa, which it not 
eTen parorived in the pliia, poor* forth ita waten into the 
dry channdi of the monntain sIvmou, -whonoe thej ruih for- 
ward into the grMler liver* in colaBina of itrcEal faetin height, 
ft»d with a tremcndoiu roar. Was to tha nnfcrtuMU traveler, 
whohai^peni at this moment to bepasaing the (brd! the waters 
Hdvance with a rupidilj' from which tiiere is no escape ; and 
|i 0 it- bay s,hon<!>, chaise, a ad passengers, are dashed along, toge- 
llier vith trees and iDasses of rock, Id certain and inevitabte 
destruntion. Suoh accidents, however, are rare, except when 
4raveUer» refine to Utten to the advice of those acctutomad t« 
the phenomenon, and attempt the pamgt, in defiance of thdr 
predictioDc. 
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Test their havings, on the same principle ai ttLeTurligli 
Pacha accumulates diamonds i because they cannot 
lay their money out in profitable speculation, and 
because gold and silver are easily transported, and, 
always available in time of distress. The J' barbaric 
pomp and gold " of villages in some parts of the south 
of Europe are therefore proofs not so much of the 
ease of (he inliabitanta, as of the poverty of their re- 
sources, and their imperfect oeconomy. 

The younger females, however, exhibit amidst their 
general slovenliness, much classic taste in the braiding 
of their luxuriant tresses, sometimes confined by a 
glittering comb, and sometimes fastened by a silver 
bodkin : and even the elder dames wear a square linen 
veil, not ungracefully disposed ; while their low tuck- 
ers are arranged to discover more than is politic of 
their tanned and prematurely withered neclis. There 
is a contrast in this display of grace and indigence, 
of a tattered petticoat and an elegant coiffure, which 
epitomizes 'the natural and political history of the 
country ; the fine instincts of an esquisitely organized 
people bnrstlngll^Cas every where in Italy) through 
ihe cerements of penury and distress. 

A few little villages, but no cottage, no villa, no 
farm-house, are visible along the high road ; and 
Vebcelli is the first town of any consideration, whiclt 
[he traveller encounters on leaving Turin. We en- 
tered it in the afternoon, and found it thinly inha- 
bited and melancholy ; its silence only interrupted by 
(he eternal ringing of bells, a never-(;i;a3ing nuisance 
in ali the towns and cities of Italy, where the feast 
and the fast are daily and hourly pealed forth, for 
the eacouragemeut of idleness, or Ihe pursuit of futi- 
lities.— Towards evening the streets were less desert'- 
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ed ; Bud tbe processions of the " Milizia AiigeUca " 
considerably added to their bustle. This confratei^ 
nity, institated in honour of St. Thomas the angelic 
doctor, is one of great reverence and celebrity; and 
the "Sagro Cingolo," or girdle of the Saint (wliicli 
appears not to have been the cestus of .Venus,') is 
among the most precious relics, in the treasury of the 
cathedral of Vercelli. But neither the saintly sash 
of the angelic doctor, nor the MS. of St. Mark, nor 
the relics of St. Eusebiua, nor the momimcnt of the 
blessed Amadeus of Savoy, nor a hox al the opera for 
twenty sous, could delaiii ua more than one day in 
this celebrated city, so important in the middle ages, 
and so frequeuted by Popes, and Emperors, and Tus- 
can Conntesses. * The fact was, we were driven oat 
of Vercelli, not as an heretic bishop once was, by bell 
and hook, bnt by the bells and the bugs; either of 
them a charm sufficiently powerlul to he unhesitat- 
ingly obeyed. 

From Vercelli to Milan, the road is always fine; the 
country always as lovely, as fertile but unvaried plains, 
clumps of trees, and fruitful vineyards can render 
it.' The Alps, always magnificent, gradually recede 
as Milan is apjnoached; while the peasantry improve 
as the liingdoni of Italy (the object of all the improve- 
ment that the French government, and Milanese 

' The Saint when allncked by the Di:vil, in Ihc {mm of a 
fine womao, was rescueJ by this btlt, in h:cl, fell fion, heaven 
on the occasii'ii, and conferred iiprjn its bcaicr Ibc happj gift 
of insensibility la all fi male s<.'diic1ion. 

' SiePisDOtli, vol. ii, p. gG. 

> This plain is not pnlj celebrated by Dante, in his stanzas, 
beginning" La dotce piano che da Vercelli," etc. etc., but ii 
the icene of that adveDtura of the unfortunate Tawo, which 
he has oonmnmorated in his " Padre di bmiglia." 
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enterprise, could bring to its naturally fine ijuaiities) 
is entered. 

At the gloomy and truly antique town of Novarra 
ire "were tEanecmsarily detained £or an hour, (and aa 
honr is tm to weuy and impatient trarrilws,) 
cense the officer who irtn. to examine our pMsporti 
was absait i and beonse, when he cam* te his post, 
he laboured under a diagu^ificBtianf not uncommoQ 
in the Italian states, that of not reading Freadt at 
all, and Italian' but little. This circumitancc he 
endeavoured to explain in Piedmantese, of irindi 
■we understood as little as he did every other lan- 
guage. It is at Novarra that the annoyances com- 
mence of frequent barriers, and rigid polices, esta- 
blished at the confines of the ever-cBanging govern- 
ments : and the enquiries, difficulties, and severe 
scrutiny of the fiscal and municipal officers, which 
are now encountered at almost every other stage, 
forcibly illustrate the efficacy of a policy, tliat in- 
aniates the inbabitants of each petty state, and 
impedes that communication of thought and con- 
Centratioa of interests, whichy by effecting the libe- 
ration of Ita\y» would raise it to the d^gni^ of a 
nation. 

At finftlora, on crossing Ike Ticino, the entrance 
into the Regno Lombardo-Veneto, (or that fair por- 
tion of Italy, which the modesty of Austria has taken 
to itself, and the wisdom and piety of the other 
European sovereigns have consigned to the most ef- 
fete but oppressive despotism in Christendom) is foi^ 
inidably marked by legions of gens-d'armes and fis- 
cal officers, by the white uniform and black eagle of 
the old "holy Bioman Enqiire," tmd by the delay, 
extortion, and the etemaUy repeated demands of 
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"pasta porlo," and "meiae per la dogana?" CHaTC 
yaa nothing that concerns the cuitom-house?} 

The refmciumenUi of the ancient States of hxAjt 
the patd»rc»k of kingdoms and parcellinga of princ^ 
palities, which Strike the traveller at every fif^ miles, 
confound all geographical recollections, and absolve 
the memory from all its former combinations. But 
' in the recent struggle for spoil and partition, when 
every royal hand has been stretched forth, in utter 
contempt for the rights and the feelings of humanity, 
to seine its share oftlie general plunder, none have 
come off Hitli so goodly a portion as the Emperor of 
Austria; and an actual survey of the estent and 
quality of his possessions b^ond the Alps, can alone 
give an adequate idea of how little remains fbr him 
to take.' 

The treacherous hnt fertilizing Ticino, and the 
canal Ticinetto, (the principal inlet of commerce to 
Milan,] form two of the most distinguishing features 
of that part of tbe plains of Lombardy, through 

' Except tlie Papal StatEs, Ihtre is scarcely an acre of Ha!y 
that is not immediately or mediately under the command of 
Austria. And even the frontier town of Ferrara, on entering 
tte Pope's dominions, is garrisoned by Auatrians, Parma, Mo- 
dena, and Tuscany, are governed by Austrian princes; and 
Ike alliances of the royal family of Naples with the imperial 
house, place that kingdom within the influence of the Aus- 
trian government, even if the attempted military occiipalioo 
ihould fail of accomplishing its purpose. These ample and 
iptendid additions to the imperial crown will, however, be of 
no avail in supporting Austria against the usurpation either of 
France or of Russia; but rather will paralyze its military . 
movements, by the known disaffection of Ihe Italians to their 
naitere. Asabalance of power, therefore, the act of political 
cmelly which thn* enslaved the Italiuu, (like most other act* 
of injmtke and wjekedHH/) will eventnallj proTe vain. 
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Vrhich its noble capital is approached ; and the broad, 
Bmootb, and shaded rood which leads to the Porta 
Vercellina, coiresppnda with the richness of the coun- 
try, and with the magoificenco of the city in which it 
terminates. Milan was entered by m with antici- 
pations the most gradons ; which, contrary to ordi- 
nary experience, were surpassed by the events. The 
very name of this city, as I write it, awakens feel— 
itigs ivliicli the impartiality of veracious Darralive 
should distrust. From pages like the present, the bias 
of affections and the influence of sentiment should 
be excluded. I trust, however, that in a woman's 
work, sen may plead it* privilege; and that if the 
heart will occasionally make itself a party in the con- 
eern, its intrusions may be pardoned, as long as the 
facts detailed are backed, beyond the possibility of dis- 
pnte, by the authority of contemporary testimonies. 

HiLAir is situated in one of the loveliest plains of 
Lombardy. Its caaab, and its proximity to the lake 
of Gomo and to the L^o Maggiore, render it the 
most appropriate mart for general commerce, .of any 
eity in the north of Italy. Milan was considerable 
nnder the Romans, more important under the Lom- 
bards, and magnificent as a republic : and though it 
fell low under the Spanish and Austrian rule, it reco- 
vered more than jts pristine splendour, and all its 
former consequence, as the capital of the recent king- 
dom of Italy. As we entered its spacious line of 
street from the Porta Vercellina, and passed between 
its palaces to the heart of its trading quarters, [whose 
ancient names recall the various manufactures' ivhicli 
flourished in them, when Milan was the armoury of 

* Cootnula de' Spadaii, do' Spronari, de' Cappellaj, (ta. 
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3&irope,) they were ^Eait.imdi^^i : uo bustle, -no 
hurrying population^ BtUie of the aetiTity of business 
or energy of commerce. Here and there an Austrian 
lentmel paced before the gate of some govemmeat 
palace, a tradesman lounged on a bench before his 
shop, a procession passed with the viaticum, a devo- 
tee, with her long black veil, rosary and missal, issued 
ffom a church, and groups of Austrian o£6cers smok- 
ed tliuir cigars under the handsome awnings of the 
coffee-houses which abound in every stipct. As the 
day advanced, a few men of elegant aiipearance, in 
their English tilburies, or miHUitcd on English 
horses, passed along, and recalled London or Paris. 
These were young Milanese nobles, whose fathers, 
from their high palace casements, behold with more 
surprise than approbation, the activity, temerity, 
and degeiKration of a race wbidi, abroad b^|8^c 
hour of theCorso, ridespiltted harm, anddi^sS^Kr 
own carnages. 

The general architecture of Milan bears tl^e stamp 
of its importance in the middle ages. The old pa- 
laces, vast and rude, indicate their purposes, as the 
domestic fortresses of turbulent times. The few 
Greek fajades belong to edifices raised under the re- 
cent Italian government. Of its Roman antiqui- 
ties, the sites only of Thernne, temples, etc, and a 
fine portico, called " le colonne di San Lorenzo," 
remain. Under the Viceroys of tlie Spanish and 
Austrian governments the city gained nothing, and 
lost much. Churches and convents multiplied, but 
its iiiaf^iiificentDuomo remained unfinished; its noble 
canal, the miracle of the age in which it was con- 
S^rjHCtedrWas choked, and Ml tp ruin:; The military 
edifices, HUttd,ifor ttwaubjugatioa*^ 
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Cliarles the Ffflli, Tell or siood, as time spared or 
storms dnmoliilitd. The palace, inhabited by the 
delegated sovereign from Madrid or Vienna, re- 
mained down to the revolution, much as the Sforza 
had left it. TUe higli-walled gardens of monasteries 
choked the suburbs, and impeded ventilalioa. Ce- 
meterie* in the heart of die city freqaentiy produced 
Contagions maladies.' Markets rose id the conrls of 
the noblest palaces.* The relics bf Roman anttqni- . 
ties w^re suffered to perish from neglect; and the old 
narrow streets, which by their original conitrncticm 
excluded light and air, were still further impeded 
sheds erected at pleasure before shops. At night they 
werfe ill lighted by paper lanterns, few and far be- 
tweeh. Conquerors and usurpers hare no prescriptive 
right nor antiquated prejudice in tbeir favour; and 
they are obliged to court public suffrages by promoting 
public interests, a nil consulting public accommodation. 
Under the new regime, to destroy and to regeoerate 
vere maiasprings of power; and vigour and reoo- 
vBtion, reform and the improreqihii^of the physical 
eonditiea of the people, became fite order of the digru 
In 17^, LotalMKt)r^ with thfe vbole of northern 
Italy, received a censtittiUon modelled m repoUicaa 
formi, administered 4^ all the native tdlent it posBesst 
ed ; and Milan was declared the capital of the Cisu^^ 
PINE Betublic. Reconquered, and held a few monlht 
Ly the Imperialists, it was again liberated, and re- 
stored to its free form of government in 1800; when 

' Tiie CFmPtery called "da' niioid SepOleri," Moagm% ta 
the grsal hospital, is said lo have been a frequent caaie of dis' 
•aw in the good old times. 

* In tho court of the Arcblnshop ,iIood Ihs vejjetabU mar' 
k«t, Df f'isn* di eilta, 

VOL. I.' 19 
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the gracious title of the Italian fiEPOBuc was bestowed 
on it. On tlw elCTation of fioaaparte to the impe- 
rial throne, Lombard^ found itself betrayed ; and the 
gorgeow appelUtioq of Kingdom or Italy, did not 
con^wnsate for &e low of that liberty which wm 
not the less dmished because it vu neir. 

Notwithstanding the nominal independence of the 
Lingdos), it was sfUl in reality a department of the 
empire ; and the viceroy, who held a court of royal 
magnificeuce, was only an agent of that s^le chief, 
who, however he dignified his kinsmen with titles, 
could not bestow upon them his own talents, and did 
not share with them his power. 

But under each successive change, Lombardy in 
genera], and more particularly Milan, continued in 
a course of considerable improvement. The public 
functionaries, almost exclusively natives, were ani- 
mated by an enthusiastic impulse of genoine patriot- 
ism ; while to the Emperor, Milan was an object of 
especial r^ard, as the seat of bis second empire — bis 
otiier Paris, Under this joint iuilueuce, streets 
were cleared, avenues opened, antiquities guarded, 
pirfaces raised, and cleanliness and general accommo- 
dation universally promoted ; till it might almost he 
S«dd in the metaphorical sense, that the dty of brich 
was converted into one of marble. 

Lord Orford was wout pleasantly to say, on the 
Sohject of bis Continental travels, that afler Calais, 
nothing surprised bim : it is quite true that impres- 
sions are deep in proportion as the perception is un- 
worn ; and that the real importance of objects does 
not always decide their influence on the imagination. 
This remark, however, is not applicable to &e Ddoho 
of Milan, which, with all the recollection of the 
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GotKic cathedrals of England full in the mind, is im- 
jtosicg by its size, and striking by its magnificence ; 
and it dwells in the memory and predominates in the 
fancy, even after having visited the more vast and 
costly miracle, the church of St. Peter at Rome. It 
IS a singular circumstance, that it should have been 
reserved for the Italian government, in the igth cen- 
tuiy, to finish this magnificent cathedral, commenced 
in the i4th. The Milanese, who under the Visconti 
stiU raised the cry ot "po/>olo,popalo," iaihe straU 
of their capital, were ^ren by the tuarper, instesd 
of the freedom they demanded—^ church : for even 
in those rude days, de^tism had lesmed to ' 
■trengthen itself by its connezlbii wi& religion, and 
to decorate fower irith ihe trt^hies of art. Not- 
withstanding tbewealth and munificence of Galeazzo 
fisconti, this mighty edifice proreeded liut slowly; 
and ages passed over it, and left it incomplete. The 
immense sums lavished upon it by wealthy sinners, to 
forward its continuation, seem to have retarded the 
work by extending its plan. St, Charlm Boromeo (the 
citizen Saint of Lombardy) did much towards its com- 
pletion i but on his death, two tsoturiea sncceeded 
without hastening the progress of the erection, and 
the finindatian of Oaleauo still remained unfinished, 
when an nsurper, like hiiaadf , infliienced Ii^ the Mms 
motives, and gifted -frith the -same energies, at once 
completed it. Bonaparte is said to have contem- 
plated this temple, on his firtt arrival at Milan, with 
unsatiated delight ; and to him it owes the fabrica- 
tion of two-thirds of its splendid facade, a consider- 
able number of its ^oo statues, iritich rather iucrast 
thui decorate it, fend the perCtct condituHi in whidi 
iti^r-MSati^itejtin^ wonder and Aduinrtion. 
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The archilecliirc of liie Duotno, being a mixe*? 
Golliic, is a subject of miicli criticism to professed 
virtuosi. Rul we first saw it, in the radiance of the 
mid-daj sua, its loasws of wliite andpolislwd ma^lct 
vrrou^t into suck deg«at filigree as i» traced on In- 
dian ivorj; bjf Hindoo fingers, its aliro and deiicate- 
pin^acWf '^-'^ s^ptnred swits, li^t as 

'*Jer 4fincedoa_AepQini-ofa needh,^or rode mthe 
beams of ike, sub," it hwled (all gigantic as it is} like 
some fairy fabric of vii:gin silver ; aad left the eye 
dazaLed aiiil the ipiaginatioo fascinated, lis exterior 
lustre was strikingly cpatras ted with its interior solem- 
nity ; and as we drew back the folds of the heavy dra- 
pery Trliich. ^a^cs the entrance o£ this, as of all Ita- 
lian churches, nothing gonld be more impressive than> 
tbat long soleom svf^ep of nave, ^ose deep per- 
ipecUve fades and. mdlows. a» it recedw from Qj[e» 
and is finally alOMMt V>st in distaoce. mi obscurity- 
Before tbehigli all^r st^ndf libf,sbjinaB^ ^t- CbarLea; 
BoiTMneo, vitkit&«ii!cl«of bnm^l^iplis] ^|^p^ 
cious dkoir cises b^nd it. Tb^ latera} aid^s vitk 
tbeir massive columns of red granite, and votive, 
chapels, the porphyry baptismal font, the marble 
pavement, were tinged with the brilliant hues which 
fell through tlie high-arched and richly painted win- 
dows. A procession of the chapter, with their arch- 
bishop at their head, was issuing from the choir, and 
disappeared through a lateral door leading to the sa- 
cristy. Another less splendid but more solemn pro- 
cession came fortli from a chapel, announced by the 
ringing of a bell, the glare of torches, and, accom- 
panied by a guard »£ sojdiers W'tb Iw^d, l^ygpets. 1 1 
was the tmnmmt, ^ofi on ^ velvet ciuluoBr 
nndw « «qierb.««iNf9t— tb^raaf^HB^pf 4jrip( 
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sinner : as it went forth and crossed the place of the 
Duomo, the guards of the Imperial palace, to Hie 
lett, turned out and carried arms, and those who 
pawed nacorcred didr hexdt, or knelt. The bold 
daringof^ fint relbniiers is only to be estimated 
in Catholic omatriei, in the midit <tf those imposing 
forms, to which the feelingsj so readily lend them- 
selves, and from which the imagination finds it so 
difficult to escape. 

We had accompanied the procession to the portico 
of the church ; on our return all was silent, but not 
solitary. Here, wrapped in her black veil, sat the 
devotee, her arms placed on her knees, and her eyes 
fixed upon some shrine or picture, the object of her in- 
vocation. There lounged the valci de place., in the 
hope of employment from the stranger who might 
come unacconynied to the church. la another 
plaot, atretctud on a bench, Atft tonndly ■(«&« 
muy or indcQeiit 4£toetivr£, who finunl a cod and 
freA retreat firom the ard9ttr of the external at- 
nMM|dtera. By hi> side, scarce more airdw, and m 
apathetic calmness, on bis bended knees, might be 
seen a suppliant, in whom devotion warred with 
stupor, and in whose overpowered mind, Morpheas 
contended for mastery with St. Borromeo, and 
blunted the pious purpose which brought him to the 
altar. Venders of relics and of godly books plied 
with " temptations of St. Anthony," and the " loves 
of St. Theresa;" and the smart shopkeeper, with a 
packet under his arm, brushed by the heavy curtain 
of the great entrance, d^iped his finger in the holy 
water, crossed himself, and hurried througfa the op- 
posite door, as the shortest cut to his errand ; .thus 
«t once pomiing his way tfansgh thu irorld and to 
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tits lunt; and pOT&naing hii peripatetic denttion,' 
and Mfanring Woriiilj ftrbcatioa, '* without 1ms 
of time or hindrance othutinea." 

Aa m leased over the back ^ a seat, takii^ a 
view of the entire boil^ngf a fonale, was leatod 
in a contemplative attitude before us, and' who bed 
an air of distressed gentility, turned round the finest 
eyes that ever lighted a face so failed ; and in a. tone 
of languid sang-froid, asked, " Avele qualche cosa 
a darmi? (liave you any thing to give me?) The 
Italian gentleman who accompanied us drily replied, 
" Nientf," (nothing-, ) she coolly resumed her pesir- 
tion, and we moved on. Our friend remarked to us, 
that this woqun was one of an. order, not.inforpo-. 
rated, but allowed^ a sort, of persons who. take up the- 
trade of devotipn and of mendidtjr together, and 
loitec in drardiai to wayt^ the. cradnlity. of the 
deront, 'M have met those eyea hefbre*" he Mid^ 
" when it wanid have been difficnlt.to have answered 
their supplication with a " nienle." 

The Duomo is to the Milanese, what the.CapitoI 
was to the Bomans. The people in all ages.are tb* 
slaves of lecalitiee, because objerla of sense are 
always influential, in proportion as the powers of 
abstraction remain uncalled upon aud unexercised. 
Even t:ie people of Borne, witli all the patriotism at- 
tributed to them, were best awakened to sentiments 
of public spirit, when their orators from the Forum 
pointed to the temples and altars by which they 
voce surrounded, and moved tb«ir- pafaimi bjf aa 
appeal to objects connected rndt-tbAu- ^y.ha^itk 
aad donettic ieeltBga. 

Theflnt prouwlars ofrevdntioiuuid-QepwUicaviMi 
IB XiocBbardj', felt that IhejcaUielic reI%ion wafl ao im ti> 
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mately interwoven with ancient' systems, that both 
must stand or fall together; and they knew by expe- 
rience that some loug-reve'red and popular church was 
frequently a more powerful engine of inSueace, than 
any creed which rested wholly -in abstraction. In the 
Di)omo of Milan, they were aware, centred much of 
the superstition of the people; and it was for a, 
moment debat<!d in council, whether that cathedral, 
should not 1)6 sacrificed to what were deenied greater 
interests. Some proposed throwing it down, others 
were for converting it to publicollices; hut rr-^pecl for 
the arts prevailed over the views of temporary policy ; 
and the edifice remains to delight the eyes" of end- 
less generations, while the Mi[an<'>e continue good 
DuomO'iies, if they are no longer bigoted papists. 

The latter fact we had the opportunity of estab- 
lishing, on Fei^Dieu, when a procession was ^ot 
^ aader tbe superinteodeoce of tl(e Imperial go- 
vemment 'witb octraordiaa^ splendour, Ujton thj^ 
occasion the viceroy, his imperial highness the arch— 
-duLe Ropier, with all his Court, the military com- 
mandant witb all his staff, the state, and mniticipii 
officers, and the archbishop with the whole clergy of 
Milan, the military standards floating beside the ban- 
ners of St. Ambrose and St. Carlo Eorromeo, wailed 
with the sacrament through streets, lined with tapes- 
try and other gay hangings, under triumphal arches 
and garlands erected l)y the especial orders of the po- 
lice. The streets were crowded to excess; but the 
theatrical exhibition, the flambeaus (melting their 
Was, rather than burning) iu the blaie of the noonday 
sun, the drawling monotony of the chant, and the 
tawdry finery of the fimT^ propertiei, excited more 
mirth than admiration; and wos accompanied, by 
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more jests than genuflections. There was among the 
lower classes, who had come in from the country, 
some curiosity, but little zealj while the town's- 
people were always irreverent, and often sarcastic : — 
not so in the Duomo. It was crowded to snfTocatioa 
by the peasaatry from all parts of Lombardy, who, 
grouped in families, were seated in permanent 
ecstasy, ganng widi delist upon the mighty fitbric, 
iTKlitionally familiar to them, though now h^ly 
seen for the first time- * 

Wbile the temple of popular veneration was thus 
spared by the Revolutionists, another mode of attack- 
ing the strong hold of superstition was adopted, 
nearly as bold, and qiiite as extraordinary. A Melo- 
drame, or Ballet d' Action, was prepared and brought 
out at the great national theatre of the Scala, called 
" Generale Colli in Roma," or " // Ballo del 
Papa:'"' and the dramatis persons announced in 
the ptay-biUs will best illustrate its tendency. 

PERSONAGGI. 

Pio VI b; DaMENico Le Fevre. 

PrincipesBa Bbaschi (hla Niece) Loigia Zerbi, 

' On the ehurch fesUyals of Ilaly, the building is usually de- 
corated with omameDts, very much in the style of the last 
scene of an English pBnlomiine. On this occasion the high 
altar was loaded witrh eilrer or plated objects, vases, candle- 
sticts, busts of bishops and saiola, intermised with a profusion 
of cacdles and arliUcial Qovers. The columns which divide 
the aisles, were clothed in crimson silk hangings, fiinged 
with gold; vrkilein the intercolnoiDiationi were (DlpendBd 
picluTM of miraclH more wonderful and Bintxui^ than alt 
that 

— ■— " Grecia rnendax 
Audtt in HiMrhu" 
* " General Colli in HMne, or tli« Pope's ballet." 
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Principe BsAicai Paoi.oHiu). 

Bcsci. Cardinal Segrelina Loheioo Colboiu. 

PrincipessaSiiTTACHocE GioditmBoli^ 

Conte Ahtokio ^formeily coacliman of Ihe 

Pnnceu Braschi] PlETKoZMtA. 

The Geaeral of tbe Dominicann Puma Fubqbi- 

Senator Rfizobico (commanding the Pa- 
pal TruOpS) ,. LuiGl COBTICBIM. 

GiiTjiNi (BngaJii^ri Gucomo TwaimiM. 

Cardinals. TlitoloKiani. Damlrir ans. :ind 

other Monks. Abbots. Courli.n 

Psges, RomaD Lailies, Swiss tin ardt, 

Ri.man Soldier?, People, Couriers. 
II GeueralL- Couu, Comraaodtr in Chiaf:. Baimobdo FiDjiRti. 
German Officers, elc. 

All the characters thus brought forth forpuhlic deri- 
sion were well known; the family of the reigning Pope, 
the strenuous supporters of the Papal power, and the 
secret or declared enemies of rovolutioaiied Ilaly. 
On the night of the first representation, even the new 
govemmeat trembled for tlie event; and was. pre- 
pared t« ba.n ^dl Ctvil autltoritiw ia waiting, «nd 
thff.geiHKl'qrmes dispened through t^e tliestre. Th« 
^dcofac^^^of^epope upon tb« st«ge wpa ahaienl-> 
OU9 pietw de tpudke; and oo «wromg of tlM 
ni^ht of iM porfonnance (the finf dajf <tf L*nt in 
1^97,) the crowds collected lonnd the theatre almost 
induced the withdrawing of the piece, when, to the 
astonishment of all, it was found that an eagerness to 
obtain places was the cause of this accumulation of 
the people before the doors. With the exception of 
a few boses of the haute noblesse, every part of the 
theatre was filled to overflowing. A good'humoured 
impatience was stamped in every expecting counter 
MBca, aq4 the gens^d'armes did oot make tlidv «f 
pwttnce. . Atjast the GmtaiB.rosq; and the tpleikditf 
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scene of ihe hali of tlie Consistory at the Vatican, 
beautifully executetJ, drew forth a burst of general 
applause. In the centre was the pontifical throne of 
cloth of gold, with the Pope, seated in his robes, and 
surrounded by the conclave, prelates, bishops, etc. 
all magnificently habited. The articles of peace pro- 
posed by the French were the subject of discussion. 
The General of the Dominicans, with all the gravilj 
becominf; his costome, danced his opinion, that the 
decision of the conclare was made under the ins^ra— 
tion of the Englidi and Austrians, and not under 
that of the holy spirit^ and he ended his argumenta- 
tive pas teul by throwing himself at the Pope's feet 
to deprecate a determination so false to hit interests, 
and now so Utterly nnarailing, when the iriiole of 
Italy was already revolutionized. 

The Pope, amazed at this new counterpart of St. 
Paul reproving St. Peter, [" 1! Papa," says the pro- 
gram, " lorprese di trovare in uno de suoi leologi 
lo zelo di San Paolo, che os6 di riTiyrwiav San 
Pie/rt>,")iiiathreatening&a&iRC^, rebuked theDomki- 
can, called for the votes of the conclave, whos^ voices 
were still for war, and brandiriied the sword of the 
Churcfa amidst thie fivata of the belligerent cardinals. 

The intrigues of the Princess Braschi, and Ihe 
Princess Santa Croce, (the Pope's nieces, and the ri- 
val queens of the Quirinal,) the arrival of General 
. G)Hi to take the command of the army, the influence 
of the Braschi over his heart, the councils of the 
Vatican and of the Palace Braschi, were all develop- 
ed, to the infinite amusement of the audience. But, 
when (at the moment of the Papal army's going to 
march against the Rqtublican troops) a eonrier arrins 
with the nem ef the ca^atnlation of Padua, and of 
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the universal success of the French ; and when the 
Pope suddenly, on the advice of the Dominican, 
changing his intentions, throwing off the tiara, and 
assuming the cap of hberty, danced a few steps to 
shnr his handsome l^s, ( of which Pius VI. was so 
notmrioaslyvain,) the house, coavulsed with laughter, 
became tumnltuout with applause ; and called for the 
' repetition of the inece, vhichvas performed for many 
successive nights. Daring the whole exhibition, but 
one hiss of disapprobation was noted ; and that was 
when the Pope came forward to bless his army. 

It is curious to follow up the fate of this ballet, 
and of its author. When Napoleon's views gradually 
centred in his own elevation to a throne, his ffrst 
efforts were made to restore the influence of the 
church, and to reconcile himself with him, whose pre- 
decessors had consecrated the Charlemagnes, Othos, 
and Fredericks. The melodrame of the General 
Colli was then eagerly bought up and destroyed ; ' 
and the priesthood of Milan were permitted to per- 
■ecBte its author, Le Fevre, tbeii a cetebrated .ballet- 
master. Le Fevre fled to Paris ; but the word was 

* A' oopy< perhaps the only one saved a! this melodraqe, jt 
in the pouearioD of ihe writer of.theae pages. -Tlw title-page 
isasfidloin: 

11 GsDeral Colli 
in Roma 
FanloDiiino; 

D«l Clttadino Le Fevre, 

V. E-F.' 

" Ahil CoDBtantia, di quanta mal fii matre^ 
Hon 1r taa ConveraioD, ma quella date 
Chg da la pnsa il piiiwi rioeo palre." 

Zhmte, Inf. a. tg. 
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given, and Bouaparte and the provisional govern- 
ment, under wbose influence the piece was repre- 
sented, abaufloned him to his fate. Shortly afler- 
H:irdj, I4ap(»leoa (dtserved in council, "LoMnaie dir 
la messa aiwoiprUHr it pt^Io i sovrane. S'e~ 
gli vuole la sua religiane, respetate la sua volonta." 
" Let jour priests say their mass. The people are 
the sovereign, and if ihej choose to have a religion, 
respect their will-" 

The number of thurches still open at Milan is 
very great; but the number which existed before 
the Emperor Joseph began his vast, but resisted refor- 
mation in his Italian dominions, would now seem 
iiii;re(ilble. The long exerlet! influence of the Inqui- 
sition, and ihe picci'pt and example which issued 
from the Kscurial to Milan, fised deeply the roots of 
bigotr^r and snp^tition. While the King of Sftin 
took pleasure in ceeit^ his su^ects bnmed ; and an 
Anto iU Fh was reserved fbr ■ court ftstiTitjr, liu 
viceroy ii;a<- aot idle at HiUd. CoaTcnts thiu mul- 
tiplied, and with them cbnrdies, till a third ef the tgg^ 
tal WW composed of religious and monsitic e^Aeaa. 
The Enqteror Joseph shut up more than one half, and 
vigorously began a reform^ which was completed under 
the Republican governmeat. Slill abundantiy enough 
remain for all the purposes of religious worship. 

Of [bo few which WL' went to see, none struck us, 
after the Diiomo, !.s ImpoMNg or beautiful. The Santa 
Maria della Psssione was among the finest ; aud Saw 
PjETRo IN Gessate was the most interesting, from its 
frescos being painted by Bernard Zenale, ^e flriend 
of Leonardo da Vinci. Temples dedicated to the ho- 
nour of Saints and Saintosses now eat of .Uduon ; to 
St. EnpheDiiiis,St.CeUns,andSt.Satyre (a losnii>om ' 
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jlie Iif»k^>» Albn^}, fbe on every eiie, and are pass- 
jed threu^ .Trithopt much edificatiM or mpept. 
But among tbose holy edifices vbich are Daroii^^ t? 
jBoolder io neglect, the churcli of ^^''^A. WM4up<U£ 
jGiuziB, and its adjoiomg convent, will ^|i^vldl^ 
the true devotees of genius, so long as a stime of its 
cloister-walls remains. The power of its once most 
fiowerful founders, tlie Jacobins {i^ '4**3]i is now 
over, their order is uninfluential, and the shrines 
they raised and the altars they decorated, now lie 
ruioed and desolate ; but the rude rough wall of the 
refectory, on which Leonardo da Vinci stamped the 
divinity of his own mind^willbe resorted to with en- 
thusiasm, as long as one trace of his pencil, one 
tint of his pallet, shall remain to consecrate its snr; 
fac^ , , , , 

.'J-.^ tbs refectory, or hall of the Convent of the 
Donuuicans," says linstace, " was, as is well known, 
the celdirated last supper by the same painter, 
■Df^iesed to be his masterpiece. The convent was 
■oppressed; and the hall turned into a store-room of 
artillery i-and the picture was used as-a target for tiie 
French soldiers to fire at. The heads were llteir fa- 
vourite marks ; and that of our Saviour, is- prefer-^ 
ence to the others." — In alt that has been brongld 
against the French of truth or calumny; there is 
nothing comparable to this act for barbarity, sacrilege, 
wanton, wilful, and atrocious outrage. The original 
G^rtaco^o of Leonardo da Vinci, which the splendid 
engraving of Morglien has given to ihi' admiralion of 
the world, the unrivalled fresco, the chef-d'a-iivre of 
that Leonardo, at once the Newton and the Kaphael 
of his age, tonied into a tai^et for soldiers to shoot 
at!!— &ir Freotdi soldim-too, for whose couiiti;jr 

TOI,. I. 11 
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LeonariJo forsook h'u Il^ly, jiitl in the arms of wliose 
most popular King, Francis tlie I,st., he died. The 
French ihonia never be forgiven this wanton deed, 
— {/' ihi; .flory irerr /riic.'— fortunately it is, from 
iieginning to end, cnlirelj false. When the French, 
army arrived at Milan, some cavalry were quartered 
in ^ convent, iriiicli had preriously been devoted 
Co biitltai^ let-vices, and the bones -were stabled iji 
file redectpfy, 1^ brder of Hie subaltern SGtenese au> 
itenities, -wbo bad ttte direction ot Alii roeaaiAre of 
polits. A young Frebcb effiberj who bad heard 
BOiiietbiiig of tbe picture, was the 'first to discorer A« 
risV to which it was exposed, and hastened to inform, 
tbe commatider-in-chief of tbe circumstance, wbo 
arrived in lime to save this precious monument, 
which might have fallen a sacrifice to the brutal igno- 
rance, not of the French, but of the persons who 
superintended their quarters. The circumstance of 
the pistol shots is universally denied. We took some 
pains to discover any trace of such violence ; bat i£ 
even a single shot had been fired by some wanton io- 
dividnal, it is now impossible to verify the iact. 

The true causes of the present faded and d«ca;r<ed 
rtate of ftis celebrated fresco are, ^ bKl qui^^ ef 
&e materials of which die wait itseif is constructed, 
and its exposure to the north. As long iMtek as the 
year i55o, according to the testimon j of jAw*'^* 
it was half destroyed {mezzo guasto); and in P'^am^i 
time, he describes it as "una macchia abbagHata^ 
a confused blot. In i72(i, it was restored by 
Ballotti, and some years afterwards almost entirely 
repainted by a vile dauber, of the name of Maxm. 
When the French artived in 9Cil«n, na part the 
{tictBre remained uninjured, bat the sky, (which 
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being painted in uUra-marine, a colour not easily 
decomposed by moisture, had resisted the injuries of 
time,) the three figures of the Apostles to the left, 
which had heen restored by Ballotti, and the profa- 
nations of Mazza. The barbarians, therefore, who 
havedestroyed it, are the saltpetre which exudes from 
the wall, the smoke of lamps, the good cheer of the 
motds, and— ignore Mazia. 

fJuder the directioK of the Viceroy Eugene Beau- 
hamaik conn^erable attention v(»i paid to the ^enif 
colo, fyr tiiff piu^osje ^ fmettf^K ^ Mod of timie ; 
9t a Latin inscriptioa over the door of the refectory * 
intimates; and by order of tlapoleon, an accnrale 
copy was made of it by Giiuq>pe Bossi of MiliWi b 
painter, for whose loss, regrets deep and universal 
were still fre;h on every lip when we arrived there. 
Signore RafaelH also was employed, by the still more 
magnificent patronage of the Emperor, to execute 
another copy, in Mosaic, which is oue of the most 
precious specimens of that singular art. Though or- 
dered for Milan, executed by a Milanese, and paid 
for by the exchequer of the Regno d'ltalia, this Mo- 
saic has been conveyed to Vienna, com^ the wise 
it call,") by the Emperor of Austria, the chief of the 
Holy Alliance agaiu^ French spoliation ; and low 
is bitterly regretted and deeply resented the pltin- 
dripi^' Itiddnu. 'Gentl»n6n-(^1^1aiid, irhen jrour 
iiidi^ilti6ii arises at the metciies^ l^nderiBgi of 
suctessRil -^arrtors, and th^ iitgolent contempt far 
municipal property in tlte occupiers of foreign states, 
ponr not the vials ofyonrwn^th ^Junv^ly ttpoa the 
French! 

Hie length of time which l^nanlo da Tmu em- 
ployed upon his' Supp«r, his leaving ^jxdfii for some 
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time wilhout a beat), the eomplaints of ^ Prior fo 
Sforia, Duk« of Milan, the bnmorous apology of 
Leonardo,' thai he had in vain sought a countenance 
expressive of all the treachery and vileness of Judas, 
and that he had seen none that would answer his 
purpose, save that of the Prior himself, are anecdotes 
too well known to dwell upon. They, however, 
hare given an historical interest to a picture, which 
has so many other claims to notice, and which Francis 
the First of France would have carried off even if he 
liad taken the wall of the convent along with it." 

In onr visit to Sakta Mama delle Grazib, we were 
accompanied by an eminent artist,^ to wlrose most 
kind and neeful attmtions we stood deeply indebteJ; 
and «ome other Italians well versed in the ttoiy 
and fortnnes of ^ Last Snpper^ The fine old clois- 
ters of the monastery {oin the dnirefa> and surronnd a 
spacious conrt. Their Gothic pillars, groined arches, 
and curved roof, are enriched with the fine frescos of 
Bernardo Zenale, who, it is said, assisted Leonardo in 
the plan of the Cenacolo. But though they still exhi- 
bit tints of ultra-marine, blue and bright as the skies 
that shine over them, they were chipping ofFand fall- 
ing at our feet as we passed. Here, where many a 
morbid enthusiast had paced in the silence of brooding 

' To the Prior's com platnt that leonwdo wouU not finiib 
the IhmI of Jndii, Leonardo pleaded tbeiinpaisilniityof find- 
Uig a head bad enough for the traitor. He concludai, bow* 
ever, bit promise Ibr the future wirh these words: "0»e_^ni» 
•not troftrii U>, iii poni) quellodiqueslo padn Priorecheta^ 
mmjl nurfesto, cA« maravigliosammte gli ai coi^ara." — Va- 
tariViUdeL.d.V. 

* Ha propoHd tUs taAt* )nt anUtMb, vrtiadund pot mif 
dertala eiMiution, 

* Sfpiore SsraniaU, ' 



Digitized by Google 



LOIUAII&Y. tzS- 

luedttation,org4zedDn the moonlight which illamined 
the frescos of Bernardo, we found only the noise and 
Itudi^ D^ilitaiy exisUace. la on^ pl^ an artil- 
^^kIII^^^^''^ wheeled «g«uut a^hroken ihrine; in 
^notE^a croup of sc^dien laughed and. sang as they 
smolied their pipe, seated on a prostrate crociGx: a 
fattered shirt hung to dry upon the flayed back of 
St. Bartholomew ; and a musket leaning on the shoul- 
der of a Virgin gave her the air of a sentinel on his 
post. In a word, the gens-d'arnierie of his Imperial 
Majesty of Austria were placed here in quarters. 

A door to the left of the cloisters opens into the 
refectory. The floor was covered with the perform- 
ances of the crowned and laurelled eleves of the 
modern school of Lombardy; but we turned at once 
with a natural impatience to tlie Cenacolo, which still 
fades and falls from the walls on which the immortal 
pencil of Leonardo drew it. A scaffold is raised for 
the spectator to approach the picture, just where 
|he scaffold must have stood, on f^/^, f«>qardo 
worked, forgetting eyen ^:,nm^;^^imeiiX, 
ft 'Bandello declares; and on which he received the 
Caidiaal Gnrcense, whose ignorance and pretensioit 
irere &e subjects ofhis keen ridicule. Tl^fiiatob^ 
ject that meets the eye, on approaching thi^ fresco, i* 
a door cut through ike legs oj the principal ^figure, 
and that the figure of Our Saviour!.' The history of 
this door is well known at Milan. The dishes served at 
the Monks' table were found to cool in passing along 
the cloisters ; and it was decreed hy the Chapter that a 
communication should be opened from the refectory 
to the kitchen, which stood behind the pi^tuijl'jgif 
Leonardo. Thus the Ijait Supper was destroyM^ 
tbat the AUipt'i dioaer might be smed }io,t ! ' 
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anecdote, which might so well have served as a 
pendant for the "target of tbe French soldiers," Mr. 
Eustace has not mentioned, though, if he visited 
tlie picture, this door coald not possibly escape him. 

Tm Bbeka, T>r palace of the lalt and sciences, was 
ancientlf the site of the conTcat and chnrch of the 
Vmiliati. The conspiracy of tkese raonls against 
the life of St. Charles Borromeo occasioned the sup— 
prestion of theirbouse; and their convent, with many 
rich dotations, passed to the Jesuits. Under their 
direction, the Brera became one of the most superb 
monastic palaces of Italy, and is characterized by the 
grandiosity which nniversally marks the worts of 
this order. Here they opened those schools, which 
every where gave a monotonous character to the po- 
pulation of Europe, and disseminated among all classes 
the dogma of passive obedience to church and state; 
while those only among their dupes, whose talents 
rendered them fit depositaries of the secret, were se— 
lecled for rule, and entrusted with the designs of this 
extraordinary and all-pervading order.' 

On the suppression of the Jesuits, the Brera was 
converted iAto another monastic institution with tbe 
name of University, for the education of young no- 
bles, who now (as old nobles) illnslrate wliaLthat 
education was. Under the recent gorermnent of tbe 
Ungdom of Italy it changed its name to &e Tnsiitut. 
Its revenues were angmented, its' bnildiiig (uo- 

' Nothing etcaped the penelration ef that lervile courtier, 
but most vitty and subtile person^e, the Prince Ligne. 
Id his rage at the approaching indepeDdence of Europe, ho 
■ajB, " Taidit, iljr ali>ng-tcmps,qtte,siVonn'fu/aitfiu chas- 
te let J^uitei, ConuB ttrrmt pat ee dwi Jit eiprit iinHfettr 
iatiM^tltK. etc. 
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finished at the Revolution) was completed, and it was 
solemnly opened for public instruclion, and for the 
service of ihe arts and sciences. Its schools were nu- 
merous : those for painting in all its branches, archi- 
tecture, anatomy as appUed to the arts, perspec- 
tive, etc. were directed by native artists of great 
merit and celebrity. The school of engraving, under 
the ada^^ble Longhi, is still one of tlie firs tin Italy. 

(Atservatory, raised by the Jesuits in 1766, af- 
ter h plan BoscoTidi, was filled with the most 
expensive utrasomical iaatmiBeiits, purcliaMd in 
Prance, Germany, and England, among other* a fine 
telescope by Herschel. The corridors were filled 
vith models of machinery, of ships and other objects 
.connected with the marine, etc. etc. A botanic gar- 
den was created on the spot, where the monks culled 
their simples, or reared snails for their meagre days. 

The tipper portico of this fine building now con- 
tains the magnificent gallery into which all that could 
be obtained or purchased of the yucienl school of 
Lombardy is elegantly arranged; and the public li- 
brary, where, to the books left by the Jesuits were 
added the library of Pbhtusati, a part of that of 
Hallbh, and a nnatl collectioii l«ft by the GABDOtu. 
DciONi, together irith a portion of the books collected 
from the mppreased coavntts. A sum was also as- 
signed by fte goTeminent fbr the purchase of new 
and valtuQile works, whicb sum was never permitted 
to accumulate. 

■ A few' medaU, once preserved, or neglected at the 
Mint, were given to this institution, and formed the 
basis of a collection, which under the direction of 
Signore Cataneo, ' one of the most learned nnmis- 
matists in Eorope,' has grown to an extest almo&t 
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unrivalled in the rest of Italy. Dry cstalogqeg of such 
objects are liltle interesting to tke general reader ; sor 
woald my acquired knowledge anffice to po)Qt attVir 
tion to what was the . most TfQT&y of satke o£ the 
Buittberles» piec«, whidi the kin^qetp aad att^^oqi 
of the director displayed for oar adsiitratioa. One 
piece, an English medal, I must, notice, on account 
of the singularity of its finding a place in this collec- 
tion, and on account of the difficulties it offered lo 
this most scteutific medalist. It was a medal struck 
to celebrate the triumph of the O P theatrical revolu- 
tionists, and its impress was, "OA/ nQr-head qches!" 
If M. Cataneo does not hand down to posterity the 
information we were able to convey to him, this 
coin, at the enil of a century, may give rise to some 
pleasant and edifying dissertations of antiquarians and 
medalists, who will probably be as wide of the mark 
as we are on points of history and manners equally 
important to human happiness and real learniag. 
- Id; the portico of the it^n (vhich, m& is GODuaon 
in the Milanese palocesy eeosittt tWQ stories, aa<i 
sarroandi the eoart of the buildipg,) some cpcieBt 
monnments have been «ollected' OAers of nMdera 
date hare been erected to Ute memory of th«se native 
talents, -vAaeii. are fresh in every mind, and the fre- 
quent theme of complacent admiration, — to Parini, 
PiERHifiiNi, Albebtoli, Bossi, AppjANi, and others. 

The picture-gallery, or, as the Milanese call it, 
the PiNACOTHECA, is the first on the frontiers of Italy 
that stays the keen appetite of the traveller, who here 
begins (as Evelyn quaintly has it) " to become prag- 
matical," and to feel the first throes of virtii. The 
Gorridon, which lead to the first room, are covered 
wi^ the works of early nunters of the fifteenth anit 
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sixtcentli ccnfrirlcs. They are frescos most inge- 
niously i:(it from the walls and cells of convents 
{wlicre they pcvished in damp and darkness) witli an 
art not imagined by the arrliiterts consulted by Fran- 
cis llic First on the subject of the Cenacolo. Among 
the most precious works thus singularly preserred, 
arethote of Luisi, Febhari, Bbamante, etc. etc. The 
jiai'ntings of Luini, long only known by tradition, 
have thns been brought to light and restored to the 
arts, in whose history they form an epoch. Amoog 
the immeose collections of this noUegallerf, two pic- 
tures more particularly slrucl "mon imtinclraison' 
nans' (for I was not "studied in sad ostent" to sdopt 
the jargon and affect the distinctions of virtii)t and 
long and often fixed ray attention. The one was a 
Marriage of the Virgin Mary, an early work of Ra- 
phael and in his first manner, when nature and Pem- 
gino still struggled for tlie mastery over his divine 
pencil. The Virgin, a demure, but exquisite beauty, 
is attended by many fair damsels, all beautiful, 
but less lovely than herself. Joseph, the bridegroom, 
holds a wand, from which springs a full-blown lily. 
A number of young, handsome, bnt discontrated 
men, carry wands also, from which however no li- 
lies sprout. One, a mere petifromhre finely dreued, 
has approached the divine Imdfr, att<), with a look 
pf HHU^ apitefnlness, breals his wand acroM hit 
"tuW. This pictore represents one of the traditiODS 
oif&f Chtn^t 'x^u^ 1<*TB fiimished snhjeets to m 
Btan^'of tHi^'emfauOt^ painters of luly. That ^fgjl^r 
■^^l' **'!<!ei^ Hetla Ma^aiaui' ii as foUowst'vfe 
^1^^ fi^.many lovers, all pretenders to her bantf. 
AlEmtali'iF^elatiQn had warned her that she should 
cboete hibi whose wandtfaovld germinate ; and Joseph 
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11 as ilcsignated as the elected husband by the accom- 
plisliiiieiit of this miracle. A few days after we had 
seeQ this singular picture, M-e found Signore Longhi 
in his study occi^ed in engraving it, in. a perfection 
tbat, it is said, Iforgben of Florence aloqe. could 
rival. 

The second picture has anpdwr character, and in- 
ifixtA another interest. It ia by GoKHcao. The 
scene is the court of a plain, rode, pastor^ bnilding. 
Tlie principal figures, an elderly man in an Arabian 
habit, a young woman , and a little boy. Tlie face of 
an old quean is seen scowling from behind an half- 
open door. The head of the young woman is not 
that of Raphael's divine Madonna, lovelv, passion- 
less, and angelic, it is the head of a" woman of 
exquisite beauty, but a frail woman, of one devoted 
and betrayed, of one who expressed in every quivering 
luusde of a face all soul and life, that she had beea 
the victim of cold, calculating seduction, aod of base 
jealousy and unfounded vengeance. This face (a 
mnsterpiece of nature) is turned over a finely formefl 
sbotdder in the attitude ef one, who though for(»d 
to gO) jet Kngered to reproach. IndiguatioB, deep- 
aeated and amte, mastering every ether passion, dis- 
torts the trembling Upi but from beneath hnmi^ eye- 
lids, aeared with tears, escapes a look of fond, .weak 
hope, which perhaps belongs to the child, wbcise haod 
she ratiter crushes then holds. The rounded cheek 
is saturated with drops that chafe it; every pore 
weeps, but weeps in vain. The richly -turbaned 
Arab, who sternly urges her departure, eihitits a de- 
termination evidently resulting from feebleness j the 
sharp,, shrewd eye that gleams oq htqi front the vi- 
ra^ fiice from behind the dooc, render; him *' firm 
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of pnrpose." The innocent loob df tb« trsndertng 
child, who cHogs to his fair jroung motiier, ^contraM- 
ing pathetically witli her emotion, craaplete m pic- 
tore in iriiidi tb« power cf moral esprsision, &e 
painter's divineat art, is sommed np to its Dtmost pei^ 
Action. This picture ia called in the catalogue, Abra- 
ham and Hagar. From the first moment I saw it, 
tlie pictures ofGuerdno becmnelheo^ectofmy e(p» 
dal curiosity and research. In the Capitol of Beme I 
again found Hsgar's weeping eyes in his Sybil : pro- 
bably the model lay in tlie paluter's heart, drawn by 
Love's " own sweet and cunning hand ;" and some 
beauty, " lovehest in tears," lent a type to the young 
imagination, which no after-image of lovelinfss could 
ever efface. 

The liKOA, since the return of liie AustriaTis lo Lora- 
bardy , has resumed as nnicli of its ancient monastic 
character as tlie temper of the times and of tlic Mila- 
nese will admit. Zts administration, so ably and mu- 
nificently ferwatded under the kingdom of Italy, is 
now dwindled into a sort of oligarchy, tlie rliief ob- 
ject of whose members is to keep their places. Of 
tlie many offices vacated by the new order of things, 
by death or infirmity, few have been filled up. To 
gratify the jealousy of municipal self-lore, or to 
foment it, many sacrifices have been made to the 
university of Pavia, and preferences hare been ahewn 
calculated to revive the old animosities of these an- 
cient and long rival cities.* 

. . Hilan owes almost as much to the monificeiice of 
her obscure but pnbtic-qnrited dticeiis, as to her d»- 

' The gaHny of tha HaroInK Sai^ri «f Bolo^ was 
bou^ hf the late llaBan goTwineikt. It «mtain«d tluac 
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mestic t^Dts, the Visconti and Sfbna»; and infi- 
nitely more p> eitho:, than to her foreign, despots of 
Spain and Austria. ' The family of Borromeo, who 
did so much -for the capital of Lombardy, were of 
Tuscan origin, and, like all the principal families of 
that state, were manufacturers : one of its members 
obtained the crown of canonization by bis sanctity ; 
but liis conduct as a citizen merits mucb more from 
the Milanese, than his miracle* as a saint.' The 
nephew of St. Charles Borromeoj the Cardmal Fre- 
derick, inherited the talents, if not the "sacred 
marUle," of bis uncle, whom he succeeded in the see 
of Milan in i5g5. His taste for science and for 
letters led him to found better things than monaste- 
ries and masses ; for Milan owes to him her great 
and deserTcdly celebrated public library, the Bieuo- 
VHEU ABtBHosiAHA, SO Called after the patron saint of 
l^fldty. 

The monastic Kbraries of tbie Benedictines formed 
the nadras of Ha* collection, which has gradually 

fiiotaret of the Cartooi, one of Guercino, one of Albano,'(hia 
damang lot^,) and tha St. Peter and St. Paul of Guido. Tha 
£rwra having «eleoted theie, the rest were bought id a lamp 
by th« Viceroy Eagene. 

■ St. Charles Borromeo, tbough a saint and a patriot at 
Milan, is esteemed a sinner and a spoliator at Bologoa, which 
cily he is said to hate robbed, while resident there, as the 
Fope'a legate, and to have miserably harassed. His memory flike 
that of our oivn King William, a liberator in England and a 
tyrant in Ireland) eiciles very different feelinp at the dia- 
tance of a few miles ; and il may be biriy pimamed, that atlua 
canonization XhsDewil's AUorney-geniavl* itM mi obosem 
from tha doctors of Bologna. 

*At lligananiit^of ■ Boat, tb* DnU n ilmj* bnrd by Ui act- 
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eitended to its present importance. Among much 
of th« lore of those days, in whicli tittle was taught 
bat.vrhat deserves to he forgotten, there are verji 
■tumf good, and sonui rarioai work* ; ant tbo tteor 
sures cHf tli^ erilMtian are tlw HSS. •£ Leonardo da 
Vinci, called " Codice'AUaniico" from the 8{m of the 
volume. They consist of a number of loose leave!, 
which Leonardo covered with skelcbes, notes, mathe* 
matical figures and problems ; in a word, with the 
overflowings of that extraordinary mind, that got so 
much the start of ell contemporary intellect. There 
is nothing more magnificent or more interesting than 
these irregular coruscations of genius, these burst- 
ings of mind through the coil of ignorance, these 
prophetic guessings at the truth of a yet unrevealed 
nature! Leonardo da Vinct, wliose powerful intel- 
lect prtook of the genius of Bacon, of Newton, of 
Michael Angelo, and of Raphael, was the precursor m 
all their various patha of merit, and was certainly 
one of the most extraordioaEy; JuA highly gifted 
men of my i^, or any country. An poet,' 
* divine painter, a noU« sculptor,, a most amiasat 
mechaiUQiaa, fu able mathematician, a compoier, S 
mnaioiaii, the most brilliant wit, and the finwt gentle- 
man of his day, Leonardo belonged entirelj^ to poste- 
rity ; for the age be left so far bebtnd liiQi, did not, 
and could not estimate Hs claims' to^MSped. Bis>lute 
and his lion' were bis introductions to coart* where 
nothing succeeds but v^t amuse* or oiteyas bat 

' Om-^ hii tonnet* b«giiti with these liaei, j' 
" Cow mortale etemitji nonierba : 

la fabbricBe 'd«l tm^ il tempo alCiiri, 
, Ed ■dagaui al snol DwlasaparW'' 
* Thi* was ■ cwimit pitee of taaehaDuia, made to 
VOL. I. I a 
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his problems and his poetiy brought no royal patron- 
age ; though the admiration with which Francis 
the First beheld his pictares, and the private frieud- 
ship with viiich be distingnished him, are alike 
honourable to the painter and the prince. 

Another' US. in the Ambrosian- Library, of very 
decided interest, is a Vit^t >aid to have been copied 

Petrsrcli^s haod, in Trhidi he has also traced some 
mai^nal annotations, and some lines on the death of 
Laura, whidi recall Swifts affecting note on the death 
of Stella, while the lights of her funeral gleamed 
through the casement of St. Patrick's cathedral upon 
the -windows of the deanery-house. In this age of 
literary scepticism, when it is doubted if Pope was a 
poet, and Petrarch a lover, the learned and disputa- 
tious refuse to admit ihis Virgil as being Petrarch's, 
though it contains a miniature by his friend Sinjon 
Memni; and sentimental credulity is thus deprived of 
one of those gratifications for which it travels so far, 
and pays so much to enjoy. 

The questions on the marriages of Louis the Foni^ 
teenth and Madame de Maintenon, and of Swift asd 
Stellaj are now laid at rest ; but volnqies of Frendi 
and Italian, of Scotch and English criticinn hare not 
yet decided on the loves of Pelrarch and Laura .■ and 
whether his passion was fact or fancy, a human feel- 
ing or a poetical dream, is still debated, as it always 
has been, with too little reference to the poetry itself.- 
If woman's judgment goes for any thing in thisquea^ 
tion, it be advanced, that the amatoiy^poems of 
Petrarch appear the fusions of one getting rid of an 

amn'M XII. ^bm- he visited IGlaii. As it nut before 
tbeUag, it droned fiaiui de lit frooiu Imaat. 
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■gitsdng MBtnwntj.tlinm^ the metliwii matt fiom^ 
Ikr 4» a Tnwan, wid a poet, irho Bsturdljr "lUped 
in mUnben," and tboaght in mrtre, Aman mo^ 
write for ever os ■ lip, and an ejre, en amre, and 
roses, and y«t know u Jittte of the )Kunon as BoilMu ■ 
or Shenjtone; but Wlien once be f^ta to the u^ogra^ 
pkjr of love, and "prates of its whereabouts," and 
escapes from mere abstractions to familiar facts,* re- 
calling ibe " place where, and tbe time when," and 
giving to every feast and fast in love's calendar, " a 
local habitation and s name," then he has truly au- 
thenticated his passion. Such references are not for 
ordinary lovers, or common poets: they belong to 
Shakespeare and to Petrarch, and to tbat nature which 
bestowed on both the two great gifka which liken toBix 
to Gods— genius and passion. 

la iaitancw iUwtratiTe <rf dua rffaurk* the worki 
of Petrarch abouwl) and the abraptous wiA lAich 
he commences his sonnets, exhihitt the true petnlanoe 
of feeling and memory.^ Of Petrarch's loves tbere 

' There is, 1 believe, but one amalory poem of Boilean 
extant, hil first and last. Everj stanza ends with 

" Moncceur, voat oubliez que vous ne rainurpbu" 
' See especially the sonnets beginning 

" QueUa jWilTv ove I' on sol li vedo."— • 

and— 

" Oh eamtmaa cbe gU fiistt nB porto 
bat above all, his rsptoroas benediction, 

" Benedetto sia il giorno," elc< etc. 

and his 

" Chiare, freiohe, e dolci acqne," elc. etc- 
' He hinwlf gives the whole history of hu effiuiaiu, in his 
beantifnl sonnet be^naing 

" In dabbio di nio itilo, or pai^ «r eula. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



LOimilDT< 



cm k« but little doabt ; but of his cotutancj-, there is 
roffin for mncli hesitation. The Bonnets written to 
iiMin ^ name, are grave and r«vereMtial ; and they 
xra fittad to dut plotoniG dame -he cdlk a piece «rf 
Ufing ice, ghiaacts) ; bat hit sona«ts otldressed 
to o&n *< Gnthias of the minste," luider the cma-' 
mm title of Madonna, hare a lighter, wanner charac 
ter. Some of them might have been written to hi* 
jeung Milanese' love, by whose frailty he became titft 
lather of his beloved Franceses. It a|^iean from oM 
of Petoarch's own biographen,* duit h« W« net a 
iaithfal and platonic lover, but "one wfco Wed B«t 
wisely, but loo well." 

We had the advantage of visiting the Ambrosian 
Library with one by whom it was always an advan- 
tage to be accompanied, the Abate Breme, and of 
being presented t>y him to Aekaraed libturiKit, VUt, 
wli«flB we aftsrwwdB met tH Rarac M Mtmtigitort 
Mai, librarian of ibe ViticHB. The AfcdtS Mn tea 
long- iBide kimarif known to B w p o , bjr tiu lort 
vorks wliidi he had drawn from the dnst and obscu- 
rity of ancient libraries. In the course «f bis tn~ 
mination of some ancient USS. the KtAA bad tha 

£ lemOi e Bperoi-ed \o Boapiri Q 'n nne, 
Sfogo '1 mio incorco." 

Thit it farther iUmtrattd bjr that J>unt of pusioD, visible 
in the umnet written vrfasn he had jnat left iodm Boqnstliib, 
but entking miatr aw ' 

" Dold ire, dold idcgai, • doldpat4.'* 

Thii is lore'i own language, ibdiah perhapa and ineofae- 
tent, but well worth vriaar MotencM, and better poetry. 

* " Era fret^ e gntfoao, e favorito per tntto, e di eatnra 
aaiorevole] a perb granbtto nenft dietraboocaaie id umUe 
rrte."— ^ita m htr. tartllalda haA. BMcateiU. 
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good fortune to discover under the text, another cha- 
racter of more ancient date and different form, which 
in the end turned out to be Vlphilas's Mcesogothic 
traulatim of the Uurteea protocanoaic Epiaties of. 
St. Paul. It is known dut the ignorant or pre- 
lamptaoui monks of the lower age» had the cutam 
of oblitenUng manmcripts, to n^ke room for tfi^ 
own hcnnilies and espoiitioiw; and these tinc»^ie- 
pared parchments, or as dieyare now tacbnicall; call- 
ed Palimpsestic MSS. have, hy the Abbe's diicoreiy, 
become a subject of interesting investigation, and the 
probable source of many important recoveries of lost 
classic authors. In Rome, he has already made many 
valuable hits, and has recovered the oUier half , of a 
MS. of which a portion only was fband under a work 
which lay in the Ambrosian library. Among'.th* 
works of most importance thus brought to lig)it> 
a part of Cicero's treatise De Rept^ludt and some 
commentaries of Frontinus. 

We fbond the diligent and emdita dirine bnried in 
the retirement of lus libraiy, and rtill in all the first 
trinmph of hit new discoveries. The iSSS. lay before 
hi^, on a high antique desk> and the light wbidi 
fcMified from die narrow goduc window, fidling oa 
his fine head, was reflected from a large gold cross 
which hung over his black habit. His figure, as h« 
stood with his finger pointed, and his large dark eye 
|>ent on his beloved MS., presented in its transparent 
paleness, and strongly-marked features, one of those 
^lendid originals, which Italy alone supplies to the 
grains of painting. 

It was in vain that Monsignore Mai had the good- 
ness to talk to me, (nnconscions of the ignorance he 
addntced,) of.tbe Me^ogoihk translation, of the jnv- 
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r«;«no/n'c Epistles of St. Paul, by Ulphilas, the Moses 
of his age, of the Codex Argenleus of Upsala, and of 
other works referaUe to his own recent and valuaUe 
, &soov«ries : I wm rtiU more oanpied intli the Bcene^ 
in whidt be Itm ao prominent « figure, Aan with tke 
learned .^iKftveries whidt be \m since imparted to 
fte irorjd. Tlie liCi of ^Sba 4eun«d moi has been 
Ht^ mora A«n « passiTe trmspoHsliea fmm eue an- 
cient Klmry to anffther. He Hves with the ages that 
are gone, and is illumined hj lights that glerira oaXj 
fbr tihose who resemble him. With the presenl age 
sndi modes of existence give no sympathy. Steam- 
engines are invented, Taccination is discovered, safety- 
lamps burn, and Congrere rockets Sy, empires are 
•verthrown, and society proceeds in its career of 
knowledge and improvement, without disturbing the 
peace orderanging the occupations of men thus plung- 
ed in antiquity, and busied in unearthing the errors 
of their remotest ancestors. Such, however, are the 
characters, which, among other rare and curious ob- 
jects, give to this old tract of worn-out Europe its 
peculiar tint and aspect ; and whaXevtr Italyra^ g(an 
Aem modem science and pragmsive illnminaltm, 
liepset, Ae paiAter, and ifae^vetiat will IrawHt Ifae 
dvf when Ambrostaa fikroHes are iu> longer rele^l by 
each persons as Abate Mai. 

On the site where the old palace of the Sforza stood , 
and 1 believe in part still stands, a new palace of the 
Ionic order has been raised, under the late govcm*» 
ment of the kingdoni of Italy, for the residence oP 
the Viceroy, Prince Eugene. It is now inhabited by 
the Archduke Begnier, the Imperial Viceroy, the 
brother of the i&nperor of Anstria. Tbe fit^ade, 
wlucb looks on Ae Piaaa At Dwmc, and greatly 



Digitized by GoOgle 



LOMB*BDY. 139 

ldS» to its beiii^, is elegant ; but the edifice is less 
notable for its exterior appearance lhan for its mag- 
mficent |taircase and spacious suite of state apart- 
ments. There is, however, nothing in this palate of 
which the Milanese are so proud (not even the Grand 
Duke, and his Austrian Court,) as the frescos with 
whicli it; walls and ceilings are enriched by a native 
artist, Av'DUFA Appiam. Many of the slibjetts are taken 
from the JasCi of the late Revolutionary government ; . 
and for the magnificent head of Jupiter ToaaiiM, 
in some of ^e allegorical devices, that of Bona- 
parte has been copied ; exactly as Louis XlV. wu 
the nerei^&iliag Apollo of the painting at Vemilled. 
Vfhin tbe Entferorof Austria, aft«r die Restondon, 
Tisited bis good dtj of Milan, these frescoi diocke!^ 
his legitimate virtit t he declared them to be out ef 
keeping, and suggested his gracious intention of sub- 
stituting his own imperial face for that of the usurp- 
ing Jove. No native artist, it is said, 'dared under- 
take the work of transmiilation , and it is believed, 
that his Majesty must send for one of the Aleves of hi* 
own German academy at Rome, to efl'ect it. 

Onr visit to this imperial palarc was for the pur- 
pose of returning that of tlic ilrand Master, the Conte 
St. Julien, and to avail ourselves of his invitation to 
view its interior ; but as his excellency was occupied 
with the Viceroy wfa«n we arriTed, tune wssailowed 
US to make sacfa tibBerrattons as Woald ph^MUy Mt 
have ocdoTed in tus socie^ ; though, to d» him ]«»• 
tfce, be -tras a most polite, courteous, and higfa-bred ■ 
gentleman. 

The vesUbnle, stairs, corridors, anti^rOMas, vaA 
saloons, to the vety door of the Grand Dice's privxto 
apartment, were Uned with Awtrimt sol^tts upder 
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arms; and recalled all the jealous vigilance of lh« 
guarded apartmeaU of the Tuileries. lu the great 
anti-room, the sentinel paced with a hoivy step; 
and several withered old courtien in full Anu (which 
agaiQ realized the Tuiteries) trippecl or tottered by, 
ta fiippanc; or infirmity permitted. There wae oat 
groap which strongly contrasted with all thu poww 
and splendonr, and which at once fisad our attsiriuHi. 
A pale, melancholy, yonng creature sat in a corner, 
in deep but shabby mourning, beside her stood an 
old g entleman with silver hair, his eyes turned ia 
sadness on his young companion. They each held a 
memorial in tbeir hand, and the opening of a door, 
or tlie arrival of a stranger, threw them into evident 
agitation. Probably they were there to sue for the 
admission of a little light or air to the dungeon of 
some friend in solitary confinement, a husband, a 
son, or a brother, charged with susfiicion of corres- 
ponding with the Carbonari of Naples. . There was 
in the aspect of this group stmiethiiig so Aefnmmgr 
and *o ftarful, that the aneasy fieeling it emted. in- 
duced a* to leave our tickets for the Grand Master, 
tni to hurry aw^ without waiting his release from 
his service. As we passed from the palace, pitying 
•Hke the prince thns suspiciously gnarded, and diote 
who guarded him, we stopped in the Piasza del Suo- 
mo, to look at the preparations going forward for the 
G)rpus Domini. All the carpenters, decorators, and 
scene-painters from the Opera, seemed occupied in 
disfiguring the beautiful Facade of the Duomo with 
trumpery draperies, and in spreading awnings and 
canopies, and lising flowers and gold-paper, wher— 
aver they could. The palace we had left, and tiie 
temple we gaied .upon, formed a sad and diagniting 
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combination. They were the true insignia of Church 
and State : power supported by violence, fearing and 
feared ; religion disfigured by imposition, degrading 
and degraded.' 

The Church and the Theatre are two of the princi- 
pal engines 'with irtiich ihe little govemmeDts of 
Ttaly have sastainad dieir power. After the Dnomo., 
there is no shriM in Milan so attended, n« edifice so 
prized, as die TbsathB OF nmScMiA. The idea (^}de»- 
sure aad tff deroliMi nurf indeed be hen confeund- 
ed by an insepamble Mseoiation ; for it tns Oa the 
ruins of the ancient church of Santa Hama ubua 
ScALA, that in 1778 this splendid and estensire 
theatre yvas built. 

The exterior of the Scala is handsome. The corps 
d'^di/ice is faced With arcades, which shelter the com- 
pany, in descending from their carriages, from the 
inclemencies <ff the weather. Above these, a broad 
terrace with a balustrade leads to the ridotto , or gam- 
ing-rooms, which are under the protection of the 
government. Below, a very insignificant vestibule 
]eads to the lower boxes and pit , whence staircases 
coudoct to dtei^pw circles.' This theatre, which is 
•aid.tobe lorgerdittn theOpen-boBseof london, has 
sis circles of boxes and a most spadons and well-ar- 
ranged pit. Eachcircle has forty-sis boxes. The im- 

' Whfltefer may be our abstract aversion from tlie Austrian 
government on general principles, we had every reason lo be 
oonlenled with some of its principal oilicers that we knew at 
Uilan : anJ we have in particular to acknowledge (he polite- 
ness of the militar/ commaader and his \ady, the Count and 
CouDleis Bubna. CouDt Buboa is a gentleman, whose social 
talent and urbanity bave succeeded in rendering bis perton, 
if not hi* ofiee, acoeplaMe in the prhiripal cirelM of flw oitj 
over which he ■■ called to rale. 
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perud b(a,iB Uiecentre, is asiipeii) open apftF(iaM)t« 
occupying the place of three boiesf and atending 
through diree tiers in height. It is resplendent with 
gilding, and is surmounted with the imperial crown 
and cross. The proscenium is decorated with Cc^ 
rinthian colotnns, and the vaulted roof is richlj 
painted in comparlmenls by 1'irego. In that part 
of the proscenium where, in England, is placed 
the king's escutcheon, there is here, as in the other 
theatres of Italy, a clock, whose dial with its trans- 
parent figures revolves before a strong light, to in- 
dicate the time to all parts of the house. The drapery 
of the boxes is uniform and rich; and great magni- 
licence is displayed in their interior decoration, in 
hangings of silk, and velvet cushions, with chandelin* 
[lighted at pleasure), and for the most part, a small 
adjoining apartment for supper or fi»J- 

This ^leatre, uniting everj^ apedei of accoonmoda- 
tion with great ^lendonr, is the chef-<t'Geavre<^tlM 
architect PmnHkRiHi. His ingenuity has combined 
every possible advantage, not only for the spectator,but 
for theactors, musicians, dancers, and mechanicians; 
and in fact, the properties and painting^^ooms are not 
less worth seeing than themore conspicuous parts of the 
edifice. All belonging to this establishment, except the 
corps dramaiique, shews how material an object it is 
both to the government and people. The scenes which 
have appeared in one piece, are never permitted to be 
employed for a second ; and the stupendous decorations 
and machinery, th« richness of dresses, and the 
rigid attention to costume, are not to be rivalled in 
the first theatres either of Paris or London.' 

■ loSS Dreuu wen mad* ibr out ballet.— Set Slendbal'a 

Toor. 
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The first impression received of the Scala was 
never afterwards effaced even by the* more dazsling 
aspect of San Carlo in aU the lustre of its fairy illu— 
nunation. We arrived imte from the Corso ; ' the 
first BCt'Of the opera was over, and the stage did 
not divert out- atteetioD from the general appearance 
of the house. - There was a sober magnificence, a 
s<^emn spleadonr about it, that left nothing to be 
regretted ou the . score of its absent illuminstion. 
The deep shadow of the front of the house, partially 
dispersed by the Staige lights and those in the imperial 
box, the chaste aFchitectu re, the rich but simple dr^ 
penes, combined to produce an effect stupendous, 
yet so airy, that it resembled the " fabric of a vision," 
rather than a material edifice. 

The vast pit was crowded ; the women were 
nearly as numerous as the men; aud though none 
but the citadina go to this part of the house, they 
were perfectly Parisian in their dress ; and eschanged 
theiar more-elegHit Iifilauese costume of the morning, 
inwhidi they are seen tripping to mass, ferthe over- 
loaded bonnets and overwhelming rafSk of the French 
toilet. The resemblance, however, of the two na- 
tions was confined to dress : there was none of the 
petulance, the smartness, the mannerism, which pei> 
vades the female bourgeoisie of Paris. The w<Hiiea 
were potiesf gracefal, indolent, and at rest. Wher- 
ever a female face could be seen, it rarely happened 

■ During our residence at Milan we had tho use of the 
opera box, and tlie beneQl of Ihe circle, of ane of tlie 
moat distioguistteil ladies of Milan. This species of hospitality 
-we experienced in almost every town in Italy; and i menllon 
tbt fact as Uluitiattve of the nnraasoaaUaDess of the ofiia- 
nrged cltar^ «f Italian negUot of foid^ tiaveHers. . 
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that it was not a handsome one;— the eyes never 
failed. — The men who filleil the alleys of the pit, W9t9 
■eparated tato dusky groups, and engaged in aaiaiated 
though 'iriti>p«riiig convBFMtioB. Mwiy, incite of 
their great coafi and round iMti,. had a miUtary ur. 
Thinly scattered throu^ tha whole, a{q>ewvd the 
sky-blue and silver, or white Austrian uniform ; and 
here and there a yell ow-whiske red j^hlegmatic Ger- 
man face ed^'ed itself among the dark expressive heads 
of the Italians, in marked and curious contrast. 
Every door was doubly guarded by foreign soldiery, 
and the gens-d'amies were conspicuous among the au- 
dience in the pit, Jnlheupperboiesa few lights twin- 
kled, where 7a;-oeeo is played, in cadence to Rossini's 
deligbtful symphonies. The fronts of the buses almost 
uniformly esbibit a tete-a-tele; sometimes a lady 
and gentleman, sometimes two ladies : for two only 
appear in front, though the hack of the box may be 
crowded. The ladies lake off their large bonnets and 
hang them on the bos, exactly as at Paris; and the 
fll^ant demi-loileUe prevalent in the Seal*, ironld not 
haTeibamedtheinTentive genius of Mademoiselle Yi^ 
lorine of Bourbonite memory. The most scmpulona 
ladies of the highest ranks come alone in their caiw 
riage to the opera. As sdon as they enter their box, 
and have glanced their eye along the circles, giving or 
returning the Italian salutation, which has some- 
thing at once infantine and coquettish in its beckon- 
ing gesture, they turn their back to the scene, and 
for the rest of the night, hear and see nothing out of 
their own society; escept when apprized by the or- 
chestra that some scene in the ballet, or some aria 
or duo ia tlte i^ra it about to be perfiinned, which 
it ii good taste or good fuhum to listen to and sd- 
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inire. Then indeed the most rapturous atteution is 
lent; but, the sceae over, the "Crocchio ristretlo," 
as tliey call it, [or private cliil-chat) is rpsumed, acid 
is only inierrupted by the ingress and egress of visitors. 
Every boi has ils habitues, its privileged guests ; and it 
is a tiresome rule that the last arrival is always a signal 
for the first to depart ; without which, says a pleasant 
mad-cap, but often philosophical traveller,' the box 
would become " sern! comme Tacile." The obser- 
vance of this rule is so strict, that it sometimes leaves 
a passion half declared, a plot half revealed, a con6- 
dence the most critical, or an opinion the most im- 
portant, unfinished. Nothing can be less engovable, 
though more decent, than this etiquette of the opera ; 
and I have occasionally seen a pretly Engiishwoman, 
accustomed lo the good, "substantial, plain, brick 
and mortar" flirlatioa of a London theatre, which lasts 
out the season, and stands the run of the most popu- 
lar piece, bored to death by this Italian respect for 
appearances, and sigh for the liberal licence of theHay- 
market opera, where the love, before and behind the 
scenes, is equally pro bono publico, and a sentimental 
liaison goes on from night to night to the reiterated 
airs of Don Juan, or ihe Libertine Deslroj ed. 

The Scala is the evening home of almost all ranks, 
the recreation of tbe tradesman, the exchange of the 
merchant, the closet of the critic, and the rendez- 
vous of the politician. For there alone, amidst the 
openest publicity, can privacy find an asylum against 
the intrusions of espionage. Tbe box is sacred — 
none can intrude there but the intimate friends of 

' Stondhal— ' ' Rome, Florence, and Naples." Ai far ns Miis 
pUaiant and aniniated work gais, it hal maoh general (rulh 
uf delinealioa. 

VOL. 1. l3 
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tlie lady or her hiubaivd ) and ite nQmeroua "arte 
di torbetto " ' call for no attention even tram musical 
enthusiasm j while with their accomptmimenU thej' 
drown the whispered conversation, whatever may be 
its teadent^. 

Besides ^ose whom plrnnre or hnsuiess, the per- 
formance or the rtatdeiMma, bring to the Seals, it is 
frequented hj another <Jass, which nnder the new 
order of things daily increases througb Italy. Its 
ranks, once so numerous, were supplied by the cadets 
of noble families, or tbose who, shactled by birth, 
without opulence to enjoy, or business lo occupy, 
lounge through life in indolent lisllessness. In the 
evening, these gros garqons are seen stuffed in their 
grandmothers' caleshef, at the Gorso : at night they 
take their places, at stated times, in the boses of such 
female friends as are good-natured enough lo re- 
ceive them. They are sure to arrive the first, and' 
take their solitary seat in darkness and in rilence. 
With the first coup d'archet, Utej fidl into proba- 
tionary titv^r^ from which they are only aronsed 
by the arrival of the mistress . of tfie .hox; when, 
having bowed profoundly to her cordial cmmi,* and 
kissed merentially her gradonsly ei tended hands, 
theyreb^tse inti^adoce, that rescmUes Baron Trench's 
sleeif; for il is disturbed eveiy ten minutes by suc- 
cessive .viutors, to' each of whttn they Jire (Miged to 

' HaW pieces of ounric, yMsb solicit abMooe, and remind 
the aoditor of ices and YsfresbiBanti. 

' Ciavo (pToDounced T'o&omv," wUh the c voBaKEed or 
almost aunk] is the most ftniliar and eondueeudia^ tahita- 
lion of Milaneae; "FaracorrottadaSehiavo: «oi, dibltodi- 
iiamo aoche 'Ciavo, stto^ cioi, kUbvo «ao, Mrritor tno." 
— Vocibolario imaBBte-Itiliano - di FraaiwMXt Chemlmii, 
Milan, i8i4- 
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give lip in turn their place ; antil at last, reai^ipg 
the door, they male a profound bow and retire, to 
sleep out the rest of the evening In the successive 
boxes to which they have by prescription the entree. 

Although, in Italy, Milan ranks after Hapies in the 
scale of musical consideration, its ballets are superior 
to every thing of the same kind throughout Europe. 
The tiresome custom in tbe Italian theatre, of eter- 
nally playing the same opera for sii weeks or two 
months, whether good or indi^rent,' prevuls at Hi- 
lan. This endurance of the audience is owing to 
Tarions causes ; and, amongst others, to tbe gpleitdour 
and interest of the ballet. Sighore Vigaito, the 
principal ballet-master, is th& Shakspeare of his art, 
and with such powerful conceptions, andsuch intimate 
knowledge of nature and etTccl, as he eihihils, it is 
■wonderful that, instead of composing ballels, he does 
not write epics. The Italian ballet always differed 
from every other, and seems to have been the origin 
of the modern melo-drame. It borrows its perfec- 
tion from causes which may be said to be not only 
physical, but political. The mobility of the Italian 
muscle is well adapted to the language of gesture, 
which breaks through even their ordinary discourse; 
while a habit of distrust, impressed upon the people 
by the fearful system of etpione^e, impels them to 
trD«t their dionghti rather to a look or an acdoo; 
than to a word or a pfanue. It is not easy to de- 
nounce a smile,'or to betray a beck ; and communi- 
cations are thus made, over which the police holds no 
control ; " Za moitid du sens est dans le gesfe el dans 
VmU'' . The Italians being thus by nature and by 
habit pantomimists, their gesticnlations are qot 
ctraiued bjr etiqaette. The despotism of fashion is 
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unknown; no coaventioaal bon ton, no high-tree! 
reserve binds them to the unbending forms of 
English punctilio, or the measured inovement of 
French affectation. Tlie word, minauderie, has 
no equivalent in the Itahan rocabularj. Hence 
the people are graceful, especially the iromen ; -and 
from these sources perhaps is derived the perfection- 
of their ballet faction ; in which the performen 
exhibit a sagacity of gesture, a significance of atti- 
tude, and a power of ^ysiogaoDiiral inqtreuim,. 
which render thete representations proibnnA; affect- 
ing as tragedies, and eminently ammtog as farces. 
The progress which the ballet has made in papular 
estimation has induced (he composers to intrude upon 
the dignity of the legitimate drama, and Bacine and 
Shakspeare have alike been translated into " the 
poetry of motion." In the grand ballet of Othello, 
the Moor appears literally darning mad with jea- 
lousy; and Coriolanus, the model of all rar*, ancient 
and modern, deserts to the Votscians in avalti of 
dangerous example to all lovers of the graces, wboM' 
patriotism is not very deep-seated. ■ 

When we arrived at Milan, the Vestal was in 
representation, and although it bad already run near 
thirty nights, the enthusiasm was slill warm, and the 
applause as clamorous as the first night of its ethibi- 

' The old nobilitj consider this ircreaaing jiassion for the 
ballet «s an hottaj of the Revolution, and occasionally dii- 
wantanmce it by dosing their boies. I aakrd rhe Counlesa 
C»stiglioiiB-(byf«r the most favourable specimen of the old 
ooDrt), why we never saw her at the opera? she replied, 
" P oFte pie Jt admire pas la datamation des jambes.'" 
Hadeteojiellfl.St Hubert rejeeted a prt^gal of the managen. 
of the Seala, obsarTiag, " thanu pa» pour A* ffuis fit* 
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tioB. The story of this piece is well known^ but It 
is cnriona to remark, that a great part of the interest . 
it exated, arote from the reference which the aa- 
dien<» ioiade «f the circomttances of the piece to 
certain institutions, pUced throu^ont Europe nnder 
the protection of the Holy Alliance. The late of the 
unfortunate priestess of Vesla (the Nun of those 
days), was the result of an horrible bigotry, by which 
the priesthood of antiquity endeavoured to support 
their system. The same bigotry was introduced by 
the same rites into the Christian church, in direct 
opposition to the doctrines of Him who sacrificed no 
life but bis own. The terrific '■' Vade in pace," 
which pronounced a living death to the victim of the 
Church's wrath in the middle ages, had subsisted to 
a very recent period in Spain, Portugal, and Italy; 
and was occasionally put in force against the Chru- 
'tian virgin, who, in the receuel of. her monastery, 
had permitted, her vectal lanqt t» eipire. 

The firat scene of the Vestal rqnwents the Circtts 
MaziDuu at Borne, daring the celebration of the 
games; and nothing that antiquity has left on the 
sul^ect is omitted — the architecture, tbe costume, the 
gronpinga, are classical, and partake in nothing of the 
coarseness and clumsiness of theatric imitation. The 
consols, with the Boman people, crowd theseats; no 
women are jvesent euept the vestals who adjndge 
the prize. 

After the wrestling, with which the scene com- 
mences, follows the Chariot-race. The chariots, 
moulded upon that splendid relic of antiquity, the 
Biga at Home, are drawn, by fieiy and impatient 
hones, and driven hj in^Mtaoas ehanoleers, exactly 
as th^ are represented in tiie anoent bas-relievos. 
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Th« figaivs, feca, and above all, the benb^ an iruit 
Italian, And tbera is nothing to dissipate lh« iUtuicn 
in iriiich the spectator is phu^ed. - 

All Aat fellom in tbe sncceediBg seenM, is id>mr*- 

ably tnte to oatare md to antiquity, and is fui wwnl- 

ed by the perfection of (hearts. Thrliting gFomps 
are formed after the finest sculptures ; md d<vwn to 
the bronze vase on the Consul's festive board, tbe 
lamp, tripod, and consular chair, all seeiQMl borrowed 
from Herculaneum or Pompeii. 

The two most impressive and deeply-ailfectiBg *e«Mk 
are those in which the vestal fire is su&red to expire, 
and in which the frail priestess is baried alive. In Uie 
first of these scenes, the Vestal (retRrned fVom the 
CircHS ) is discovered in the deep solitudes of the tem- 
ple, love-stricken by tbe victor she has croirned. She 
stands at the altar in the midst of a vast and glotmiy 
edifice,' whose ponderous columns appear to be of 
graniteand porphyry. The lateral sisleftand pillarod 
viatas at the mysterious fabric are seen stretching 
into the depth and cdwiirity of a distant perspxctivs. 
Tbe fait light of the alUr-6re gleioaa upon tbt ftce 
of tlM Vestal, as she watthes it; At iXaakt dee^ 
akdrtied in thourght, iai in b«r caunteaance tbe 
Host paasiottate abstraction is perfectly npresiad ; 
while the musie which sympfaonizes to bef reverie , 
teems a pari of her own sensations. Suddenly bursting 
into ihe conviction of her fatal secret, she exhibits all 
the struggles between nature and grace, passion and 
reason, that can agitate the bosom of a devoted wo— 
man> The horrible death which awaits the breach 
t)f her vow, add {he impulse t^a passion that is ready 
evefl to meet that death, rather than for ever resigit 
its i^ect, alternately madden and dissolve her; till 
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struggling, reeling, combating, as if her lover was 
present, slie siaVs oTercome — into his arms : for he 
hM broken the Mchwon^thetKiij^fljhaB witnessed 
upmnred ker passiimate gettiealalitms, and.re- 
ceint bet u tka hih tA- Us homo. At Attt moEDent 
Ae-nflrfM bmfKipin»Tmilh»primti«i^ priestei«e» 
bant into tbe imwtoarjr oaibt a crash sF demtBtsir; 
apl«fim. 

The fimeral scene o^iens with a proceuion of the 
consuls, patricians, and people of Rome, the otili— 
titj, lictors, and the priestess^ of the temple, ac- 
companied by a sad and solemn music, in march to 
the Campus fceleratus, where the Vestal's tomb is 
already dag. The victim follows on her funeral 
bier. Nothing remains of the brilliant umpire of the 
Circus, the passionate mistress of the temple, the 
heroine of in^ntsitorial trial — now hope and life, and 
ercn I»Te, are almost gonej suifering and penance, 
aad incarceration and terror, haTe dime their work; 
•verj msele bas lost its tensian, ker bead fti\s aa 
her ^M^der, her hands hang liEeleu, and hnr on- 
bniM treMs bU wild and didienllcd aboot ber 
^oaAjStx*. BereonqMiMBttiunrt^lamoffaer 
in turns, and the last anni into witidi die fidk are 
thoM of the high^mestess, who hat in vain attempted 
to save her, and whose last embrace is given with a 
mother's agony to her dying child. Then the horrid 
clarion sounds, and at that mandate of death a fright- 
ful convulnon passes over her features. The high- 
priest seizes and drags her amidst general supplications 
to the tomb. He is inaccessible to pity : he has his 
sjfslem to support; a martyr must confirm it, and 
even the consul pleads in vain. It is in vain, too, 
that she springs from his grasp ; he again forces her 
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to tlie tomb. She straggles to the tut, but the u 
already balf-buried; her h(8d is still aboje ihe earth i 
it is so no longer: her i^tretdied anma'only ^pear, 
one liand is BtlH viable, md then the pon^ennu stone 
is rolled above the clunn, and all is over I This teems 
a fiction ; yet such things hare bem, such tbingi may- 
be; and Italy, forced baci to her dwk ages <^ igiio~ 
ranee and bigotry, by thote irbo now arm against her 
kindling illnmination, may yet present" more woefuE 
pageants in the scene" of real life, than that which 
now only calls forth her scenic powers.— At the end of 
the festal, one is templed to ask by what le^er one's 
feelings have been so profoundly moved ; what poetry, 
what eloquence, have wound np emotion to such 
painful excess. It seeraa incredible that such an 
effect has been produced, without orie word being 
nttered, one shriek beard ; and that the impression is 
dne to the perfection of attitude and gesticulation. 
The inimitable PALtABiNi, the heroine of the Yestalf 
and the prima Ballerina of the Qorpa-da^MlIet, is na- 
^uestionablj one of the finest actresses in Europe. 

Thehg are two or three smaller theatres at Milan ; 
at some of which itinerant companies perform mors— 
ing and evening. There is also a private theatre, 
supported with much spirit and considerable expense, 
chiefly by [the second class of society. This tbeatre 
had subsisted since the first era of the Revolution, and 
the government of the Cisalpine Republic made a 
present of it to some theatrical amateurs, who gave it 
the title of Teatro Patrioiico. Here some of Alfieri's 
best, but now prohibited, tragedies were performed. 
Here also was played the " Arislodemo" of Monti, 
long after the public theatres were obliged to strike it 
off their Stock list; and Madame Monti, a lady of great 
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beAutf nd»^iiirem«nt, was one of the chief oraa-i 
■untt <^ lb» mrps dramatique, for none but ladieV 
and geatlemen were permitted to act, while no pieces 
wer« pfrforiaed but sueh as -were strictly national. 
At presflKt this tbeatre bears the title of Tealro FUo- 
drammatico ; and though the representations are 
now confined to such pieces as have stood the ordeal 
of the censor, and the best plays are consequently ex- 
cluded, the private theatre of Milan (to speak from 
the apecimem we saw) need not shrink from the cri- 
ticism of tiie most fastidious judges. The comedy 
was more particularly good ; and we had occasitm 
here, as thronghoirt 1^7, to remark the siagttUr 
taleat the IbHians for a pccidiar dry drollery, tliat 
recalls the nntranslal^Ie bamosr of England. 

There is, however, a tiieatreat AKkn, against which 
the government has not as yet fulminated its prohi- 
bitions, and which nearly disputes the popularity of 
tlie Scala, The X}ieatre o( Girolamo della Crena i& 
so called from the name of the principal puppet, who 
is a very powerful rival of the veteran Policinello. 
Whatever piece is represented upon this stage, Giro- 
lamo is always the principal actor. His distinctive 
character is, that he speaks Piedmontese, and makes 
Stupid mistakes to please the inhabitants of Milan, 
and to feed their mimidpal preindicss againit their 
neighboan ; eisetly « the ICIasesa Memehino per-' 
forms for iba imtusenpent of the rest of the nsr^ of 
Italy, and u honest Pat is travestied on &a Loodoiv 
stage to ialter-die c^elnay |Hre]'«£ce» of Joint Btdl. 
This specia of vit Js, in general^ at toIeviMy cheap 
prodiictioD, aad it does not Mong to very kintUy 
dispositiess ; nererfiidess Gindamo is saScieatlj ttr- 
cetioiis, uid if hu jokea are ofieniivS to nationd 
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vuitji-after all, he is hal a fteppet. In " Zemira 
ed Aiore," (tlie piece' we saw performedj Girolamo 
wag the serranl of the old merchant who gets into 
t;.e encliauted palace, and he exhibits the usual quofa 
of timidity that bekings to the servant of low comedy. 
He alw ays addresses the beast by the appellation of 
" jMos/ro gentile" or "gentleman monster;" and 
though more of action lay in his right leg than was 
strictly necessary for the developemenl of the plot, 
yet some of his poetic flights were very ludicrous. 
His invocation to gloomv night, which he pronouncecl 
to be " daik as a tailor's conscience," is a fair speci* 
men of his excelUnce in (he anti-climait. 

The people of fashion at Milan go once in the sea- 
son to Girolarao, as, at Paris, the same class go to the 
jimbigu and the Gail^, and it is thought good fun, 
once in a way ; but the people find Girulamo good 
fiin every night in the year, and rarely desert him ; 
though the Piazu del Bnomo nightly exhilnti piippeb- 
shows, mtd- the steps of &e cathedrri are crowded 
with an audience who hare not the means of paying 
for a box at Girolamo's little theatre. The sceneiy 
and decorations are really very pretty, and there is 
great ingenuity exhibited in the transformations, of 
which this little stage is rendered snsceptil^e. 

The state of a national theatre may be taien as no 
unfair barometer of public opinion, as well as of 
national taste. It is evident that in Italy the opera, 
for which Paesiello and Ciraarosa composed, is on (he 
decline ; that the rigid imitation of the Greek drama 
is utterly neglected, and that public feeling and taste 
.call far something not yet attained, and that pro- 
bably will not be permitted. The Italians have been 
lately accused of having abandoned those sonrces of 
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interest and eicitemenl, which almost forced them- 
selves upon them ; of having neglected their own 
history, (tragic in every page,) and of wasting their 
powers upon subjects foreign to their genius aaA 
national character : and it is added, "that if m ttte' 
Her times any genius of transceadant excellence' Ibo^ 
arisen ia the line of domestic tragedy, the Italian 
Princes, either from ostentation or from real love of 
intellectual enjoyment, would have vied for the pa- 
tron.ngR of such a poet; and in the Republics, how— 
ever iib'^orbed in domestic faction, the power and in- 
flui;iiLe of such a writer would have been at once 
acknowledged." Tlie .solution of this difficulty is 
asserted to be, " llial lin^ Italuiii.-, (hdiburalely pre- 
Jhrred servile imitation" ' 

The domestic liSstorj of Italy is a peqictual struggle 
of the people against tlie feudal tyrants, the Popes, 
and the Emperors : what story then, in the middle 
ages, could a poet have taken for his theme, and 
pleased his patron Princes ? The league of Lombard; 
afforded a splendid subject ; but it was faUl to iheir 
power, and that of their Imperial Ally. The con- 
spiracy of the Pazzi against the early Medici, already 
deep in crime and usarpation, or that of the " Orti 
Hucellai" when Machiavelli was put to the torture, 
and the young, the patriotic Agostino Capponi was 
led to lie scaffold— these are fine themes that might 
■well have rewarded the labours of the poet ; but what 
would have been bis fate, who should have recalled 
such efforts against despotism in the courte of the 
d'EsTE, the Farnese, or the Medki ?— the dungeon of 
Tasso, in the hospital of St. Anne I The ?nnm ?| 



Italy, in the 16th and i7tti €eatariw, M in tirt pi*. 
sent era, wanted no nfttional Mgedies^. fosipid pas- 
toral dramas were perforined.in all ^ coartihesb*«s 
of the day,' when licei^eumeH and pedaatry, and 

' Unrs hatbsiBa mneh-oritieat dispnlati«D«n-tkB-OTigin of 
ithe putorat drantB) vbieh, hi .the ojuaion of Uemgt and a£ 
Gravina, are of modern growth. Theie wltan reproad^i 
rather than praise, the ItaliaiH for thi laveaUon aod maiUMr 
of treating their subject, and for their departure from claui- 
cal models. This systfim, however, -was admirably suited 
to the theatres of the eourls of princes ; and 10 suth iheatrea, 
dramatic representations wevt ahiioai eiriiisiveiy nonCoed. 
One of the earliest of these court dramaiisis was a noble au- 
thor, Piiccolo da- Coreggio Viscouti. ms ■■ Lepiimus," or 
" Ajirora," was reprispnted at the thpalre of his nephew, 
Dute Hercules the Second, at Ti^rrara. Then followed ihe 
" TiBsis," of CiBiiGLioice, which he recited, dressed as a shep- 
herd, for hia Ducheas of llrbino, with entre-acts of morriB- 
daacing and choruses. Fauns and Satyrs, and Nymphs aod 
Gods, were again produced on the theatre of Ihe court of 
FeaBULi, in the " Egle" of GEuuii-ia iSjo. The " Ahiktac" 
of Tauo, of rU tfaopiece* in Ihia iilj>le, traalhe beat adapted 
to (aoooed bj ita axqtnsite poetiy, «iqainte ntin,' and asqui- 
atte flattery; the poetry was all his own, like the charaoter 
of Tirsis, which he drew from himself j the Qallery nas for 
bis princely spectators, and the satire for his poetical rivals 
— Sfeioio or Pathi7.ii. The scene of action is the court of 
Alphonso, and the shepherds and shepherdesses, the prinMS 
and princesses of his family. The moral, as indicated, bjr 
the oBMiDs which finishes the first act, is, that honour it a 
quality {lerfectly useless to heroic shepherds aud shep- 
berdeasea, and a serious drawback upon their .pleasures. 

." Queli' idolo d' error!, idol d'diigMuWi 
Quel che d;il Tolgo insano 
Onor poscia fu detio, 
. (Che di nostra natun 1 tiranno) 
Ron miMhiaTa il eooaflhUM ^ , 

Tra le Liete doloena 
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servility and adulation, alone abounded ; and these 
give no very brilliant example of the '^intellectual 
enjoy menls" of those patrons of the fine arts, who 
robbed Cellini of his gems and vases, and permitted 
A\GUJLLARA, one of the best tragic poets of his day, to 
live and die in want and misery.' The tragic muse 
might, indeed, " returning, weep her woes," — bat 
■woe to the muse that vi-ept the wrongs of Italy! — 
For " Sophonisba," or " Orestes," she might drop 
tears of blood ; Wt for Italy sh« dared not utter an 
4^>ostroplie such as Petrarcli breathed and Filicaja re- 
echoed," 

In the time of the Republics there wai no lli^tre ;* 

De I'araoroao gregge ; 

flefu ana dura legge 

Notaa^ueU' alme in libertale iTvaisa; 

Ha legge auea. e bliefc, 

Cha natara' icotpi j" fat piaoe, ei licBf uta. 

Such were the only dramas admitted, admired, and patro- 
nized by (he Italian princes. And after thia, wfaowonld have 
-ventured upon Cola di Rienze , or the Siege of Milan, forlbe 
themes of their dramatic eiertions ? 

■ Anguillara's tragedy of " OEdipus" was highly esteemed, 
as Mods. Ginguene ohaerves. He was sometimes remunerated 
by the great for his verses, wilh a few yards of velvet for a 
dress, as in the instance of his " Camtolo," addresied to Car- 
dinal Trento ; and lonielimet with supeicilioui neglect, as bj- 
Cosiaio, Dnke of Florence. He tiM reduced to idl hta pro- 
ductions at tialf-B-orovn a piece, and died in great diitreis. 

* See Petran^'a national hymn, beginning " Italta inia 
tenehi 'I paio" tia iadaMo," and Fili^a'a well- known 

" Itdia, Italia, oni fto la sorte, ' 
Dono inCBUce di bcQezH," «te. etc 

' The first tragediet wriUen or aoled in lUif, daring the 
t4di century, -ware pedantic compositioni in LaUD, in imita- 
TOI.. I. i4 
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and when they flourished in all their tumuItuoM 
freedom, to have meddled with contemporary faction 
might have been equally impolitic and unsafe; not i» 
much to be hoped from " the influence of a poet" 
over men, who, struggling for rjghU aod life, bt- 
nished the first aod brightest; l^use, all poet as he 
was, he was believed to be a traitor.' 

Th«« are the caiuet by whicb the genras of Italy 
wudmen^" into a servile imilcUion" of the classic 
tlieftret and to write even comedies upon the plans 
4)f Planttis. In this respect, what Italy then was, 

lion of the Greek ihealre i and lliej were acted or teciled only 
by learned societies. Even then, one of these, " Ihe Death of 
Ewelioo," was taken from the recent history of Eiiehno ty- 
rant of Padua. In the first act hi« mother, confesses to bis 
brotlwr, that their father was— the DetiI ! This was thought a 
good join in «w d«yi of rt« Republics ; but under the Princes, 
tha dramatists of such domestic stories would not have 
had BWCh iuoM!i. The 6r»( Italian tragedy acted was the 
■ ' Orpheni" of Poutiaw, the tutor of Ibe Medid. The theatre of 
ihe Vatican was, under Leo the Tesib, supported with gwat 
splendonr ; but the churches were most freqnenUy the thea- 
tres of the people, where, as in England, they were accm - 
tomed to get up their "Mysteries." 

' Diiite, at the time of his banishment from Florence, wa*, 
like all his family, a Guelpb or liberale. His eille was at first 
the result of faction ; and he eontioued true to liberty, and to 
his own "Cariik del naiio loco," op to the writing of the 
, oth book of his Infcrnc, « liere he places the Emperor Fre- 
derick II. and Cdrdlnal Ubakliiio, in hell, ll was not unlil his 
impatience and resentment af his long eille getting the better 
of all discretion and paltioliam, that he changed his parly, 
1 and attacked the Florentines, "^iieHo ingrato popolo ma- 
ligTio " Of this temporary desertion from his party, through 
piqoe, ha U «Moaed by one of his most ancient and part.al 
biompher*. When it wM.liiwwp. that be openly lOToked 
thoIliJiaM to " Laafwr wder Caur. iiena ioU«,* then, he wa. 
aeoMedofbraum, and hU«dle wa»fer.Ufe. 
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Italy still is ; the tragedies of Alfieri are forbidden, 
the " Ariitodemo" of Monti rarely played ; and the 
illimitable author of PoUssena,' a tragedy which re- 
given by .11)0 1 toil ill [810, ij, i[i i8ao, obliged 
to publish in England, because uo Italian press 
dared give vent to a production, in which beautiful 
poetry is made the vehicle of liberal sentiments. 
But how fares it with the young and amiable author 
of" Fravcesca daRihini?" Silvio Pellico, the eulogised 
ofaloyal British Review, the " poet of ardaUatid 
unstudied feeling " whose tragedy is considered aS 
"one beauliful example to juslifjr the opinion, that 
fyaUam should look at home for their iragtc sub^ 
facta?" What prince indulges in " his intellectual 
enjoyment" by patronizing him ? what range is 
given to his talent, which has been called upon by a 
foreign nation to supply its cravings ? .\t this mo- 
ment Silvio Peluco is incarcerated in the dungeons 
of the police of Milan, and buried in solitary confine- 
ment. The Quarterly Review must, therefore, wait 
for that " feast of reason " it expects from his )>en, 
until its frieuds, the Holy Alliance, recover from the 
jealousies and suspicions, on which they have impri- 
soned one of the inost anu;ible and charming poets of 
Italy 1 - 

At the present moment Italy abounds in poetical 
talent. The names of Monti, of Niccolini, of Pellico, 
of Foscolo, and Manzoni, all liring dntB^sqiir^^iN^. 

' Sigaor G. Batista Rtccoluu of F]or<noe> 

■ Pellico's alleged crime ii the-AisncWr,. the OmwKriBn 'ita- 
cioH, of being connecled iritb theCaijiaaari. JMal t^eiiec 
i» his havSng edited the iiawsiq^)re«»ed(%tN::UJ!iTPU,tif^hitib 
we iball fpeak hereafter. 
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of eminence, evince that freedom alone is wanting' 
(that element without which true poetry is rarely 
produced,) lo revive the stage, and lo raise the 
Italian tragedy to a greater elevation than it has yet 
been suffered to attain. Though the " servile imi- 
tation" of the Greek theatre, and more servile models 
of composition, are still forced upon the poets of en- 
slaved Italy, though every path to independence is 
still closed upon the aspirings of genius, the day is 
arrived when n«ther the amatory fadaises of Tasso's 
Aminta, nar the horrible (and what is worse, the 
inevilable) crimes of C£dipus, can satisfy the dra- 
matic taste of- the people. As they Adrance in 
sociftl feeling and liberal opinion, they call for « 
theatre whose representations shall " come home to 
men's business and bos<nns ; * where sceneB of do- 
mestic life, and characters drawn from nalnre, and 
wit purified from iudeceucy, shall assist in ripening 
those home feelings, which are now^ for the first time 
since the ruin of its republics, beginning to. develop 
themselves in Italy. To urge this desirable object 
to its completion, and to open a mart, not only 
lo the successors of Goldoni, but to the best trans- 
lators of foreign comedies, several noblemen of Milan 
have entered into an association and subscription, 
for the formation of a permanent theatre for Italian 
comedy in the capital of Lombardy. In the printed 
" Procetto," one paragraph alone illustrates the 
merit of the design, and the benefits to be derived 
from it. These are, ist. Within two years the for- 
mation of a select and numerous company, employ- 
ing in the mean time such companies as exist. — 
adly. To insure daily representations of plays.— 
3dly. To reform the existing imperfect and fairly 
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clecUmation. — 4^hly. To give prises for the best ori- 
ginal and translated dramatic works. — 5thly. To 
form a new repertory for the theatre. — 6thly. To 
assist such persons as exhibit marked talent for the 
stage, and are struggling for existence: and lastly, 
To adopt every means of raising the Italian drama 
to the level of any the most cultivated among the 
nations of Europe. 

It must he added with regret, that to this admir- 
able design the government does not lend its assist- 
ance. When we left Milan, application had been 
made to the Grand Duke ; but the jiulic Council, at 
f^ientta, which alone decides on Italian afiaiTs, had 
not returned an answer. Morals, wit, and learning 
OStae Dot within the scope of Aulic legislature ; the 
pet>ple that are too moral, soon become loo free : 
liberty is the sun under which domestic virtues liave 
dwSys flourished ; and the wives and mothers of 
England owe their glorious pre-eminence far more to 
Magna Cuahta, than to their chili skies and norfhern 
latitude. But operas and cecisbeos, and Aulic coun- 
cils, go best together; and the comedies which out- 
raged decency, and inculcated vice, on the theatres of 
the Vatican andofFerrara,inthe i6th century, would 
stand a better chance of encouragement iu the twen* 
lieth, than those which "hold the mirror up tO' 
nature, shew virtue her own feature, scora her own 
image, and the very age and body of the time his 
form and pressure. ' 

' The " Calandiia" of Cardinal IfibbieDa wai pTajed iu llic 
Vatican for the amusemcDt of the Pope, and of Isabella d'£ste, 
DtMuH^Unntua, This aaA«r, whsMn^ anct.-Mte^N^ 

>4 
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CHAPTER VI. 

LOMBAIiDY. 

Milan.— PuiZic Buildings. — Forum Bonaparte.~ 
jirch of the Simplon. — The Arena. — Public Gar- 
dens. — Villa Keale. — Royal Manufactories. — 
Gallery of Professor Breidac.—Benvenuto Cellini. 
— Egyptian School. — Imperial Pensionat.~Lan- 
castrian School. Private Palaces, ancient and 
mod&n. — CasalYivulsio. — Library. — Collection. 
—Leonardo's Primer. — Casa Porro Lamberiert- 
ghi. — MalaspiniColkc^on Casa lUfta . —Villas. 
— Cinsello. — Baltamo- — Casino Trividuo. — 
Rqyal Villa of Monza.—7TieCaAet^l. — Theirm 
Crown of Lombardy — Conmalion (^Napoleon. 

Two antique towers v« all that moaia ot the aa- 
ueotfortfetseiof Milan, whidi became alteiiiUel J- the 
citadels and tibe prisons of die bmUie* which foanded 
thnu. It is sn^KHed that the castle erected Iij 
Galeazio Yisconti was begun in the year i358. This 
castle being demolidied, frsecond was built by John 
GaleMEo : but that also exciting the jealousj of the 
republican dtixens, it became a sacrifice to the liberty 
of the country. Dungetms andleepa, however, w»e 
inBtmmmts, withoat whidi despotism> in the mid- 
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die ages, could not subsist; and Francis Sfbraa 
erected, for the third time, a fortification to over- 
awe the people of Milan. Of this latter edifice, the 
two towers alreadj mentioned are a remnant. The 
restoftheedificewaslerelledbytheFreDdi; and the 
modem barracV, which occupies the site of the an- 
cient Iteep, still preserves that spot true to its original 
destinies. The remainder of the space was dedicatedt 
by the late Italian government, to the aiuusement 
of the people ; and was laid out into regular walks- 
and grass-plots, with rows of trees, under the'direc- 
tion of Canonica, an architect of celebrity. This 
really elegant promenade was, at the epoch of its 
formation, called, in the language of that day, Fobux 
BoNAPABTB ; at present, under the more orthodoi 
appellation of Place du Chateau, it is, like every other 
work or institution whicli has no other ol^ect than 
the health, comfort, or happiness of the people, AJlen 
into neglect, and is suffered to decay. 

At one end of this promenade, at the spot where 
the grand road over the Simplon terminate* in the 
city of Milan, a superb Triumphal . Arch was com- 
menced, afbr the design of the Marqnis Lnigt Ca— 
^ola. It is a work which, for magnitude and beauty,' 
is well worthy the still greater work whose soccesafal 
-ieroiittBtien it is intended to cdebrate. To judge ef 
this noUe monument, whidi ia completed to scarcely 
more than one-third of its intended height, it is 
necessary to see the plans and drawings of the archi- 
tect. The decorations and statuary commanded for 
the completion of the design, — a design which may 
vie withthebest that antiquity has bequeathed to the 
admiration of posteri^, — have formed a school of 
Kulpture in Lombardy, aad broo^^t fortrard asjur-^ 
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ing genius with a rapidity that marks the energy of 
the system of which the monument itself is a result, 
Pacetti, Monn of Ravenna, Monti of Milan, Acqiiisti, 
Pizzi, and MAReiiESi, men wbo, under the regimcof 
fifty years back, might have remained ' ' unknown W 
fame" have displayed, in the scolptures, bosao-re' 
lievoi,aiidluiahitectiirHl orauiieDts,aforceof geiuus,i 
and • boldsns of coiHc^ticm, iriiidi deaionatrate 
th«t> uAMt will ii«ver bemntiag when the maritetis 
open £Hr its pMdoeliOlu. - ' 

At tbB RMtorAisii dke wA mu mspmded, asd the 
arch n«w miniii8» m it wto left is i8i4> siu^» 
roundei bjr nMWea of marbl*, M thay were drawn 
front CaVMMy and blotiki of gmbM-tom fixnn tke 
accliTitiw of the Sinptos. P^imcnts, shafts, bun»- 
relieVos, statuary, and tro|Aies, aresoatterede» every 
side; the lichen and moss already degrading Aair 
fine forms, white the surrounding workduy^' fall of 
unfinished work, are dark and silent. 

At a little distance from the arch of the Simplon 
stands ihe Ahena, or Circus, planned hy the same 
eminent architect that designed the arch, whose mind, 
seemed deeply imbued with the fine forms of antiquity . 
This arena, designed by the Bevotutionary Govern- 
ment as a place of amnsennnit for the p«ople, and for 
^ celebration of-natiBnal ftstintie*, is ciyabla of 
OKrtaiBiDg, iritlk eiike, thirty thouaad sptct^ton. 
Here it m* iatoided to rema chlriet ami liom- 
taetti and *ueh addetic sforM as were practised in 
the ben days of antifoity. The arena i« »o comtruct— 
ed, as- in a minute t* be covered witb water, and to 
be converted into a Baumaohia. In every respect, 
indeed, the imiiatioii of entiqui^ is co ttp l rtc . The 
pulftitan of the Bowns (dw staod Car the Emperor) 
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is raised on superb columns of red marble, and the 
triumphal gates are decorated with basso-re^evos 

aaalogous to the desliriatioii of the edifice. 

We were not aware of what we were "going to see, 
wbeq one day, after a dinner at the house of a Miia— 
.^ei? Hoble,' some of the party proposed carrying us 
fea^ -the arena. As we drove along the imjaeose 
cii^umference of the walls, and entered its superb 
tHumphal gate, I thought that it BUMT bff one of ' 
ibme magoiTicent and prepious remains t)f vAkh ! 
'f^:io-see Mmany ia Italy, bat of wliick I'luda* 
jret seen none. The space of the arena, and the num- 
ber of circular seats, even when empty, are exceed- 
ingly striking; but when the imagination fills them 
with their thir{r thousand spectators, and occupies the 
centre with high -met tk-d racers and spirited cha- 
rioteers, tiie picture it presents, the associations it 
suggests, and the effect it produces, are not compa- 
rahle with that of anv olhcr similar monument. 
Sndj Sjiect.icU's jiaii hecii freqTicntlv pi-esented under 
the Yic L-oy i:L,g^,ir, wi.Ci./fe were given hy the 
governriLcnt, «Iio, in lluis olfcrinfi lo [he people an 
image of the ancient -lorir, ol' ilolv, roic al.o\e the 
illiberal and nfii roiv polii v of tlu> proiotit ila^ , ivliich 
knows uo means of governing but to divide, and no 
method of tranquilliKing, but to degrade. 
, As we entered an apartment, intended for a with- 
drawing-room, over the grand entrance, I thought I 
perceived, through an open door, a band of armed 
men in the distance. The light of the setting sun 

* The HilaoGae, liLe the Parisian dinner, terminate* with the 
dessert : utotj one rises tiae oiffiliMt^mitkMiit^^ 
ooffa^totiuf ^spem to driA 
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reflecling- upon "helm and hawberfe," upon ItraaJ 
shields and brilliant spears, convinced me that I was 
right. Two rows of warriors, clothed in coats of 
mail, shewed their grim visages from beneath their 
half-raised visors, recalling the enchanted castles of 
ancient chivalry : and, with Ariosto fresh in (he ima- 
gination, and Grose's Military Antiquities in the 
memory, fancy was proceeding to conjure up the 
rest of the adventure, when a nearer approach dis- 
pelled the dream, by reducing these heroic Binaldos 
•ad Astolphos to the paltry reality of a few stuf- 
fed nUDikins. Upon inquiry, we foand tliat the 
Austrian goTernment, having determined to imitate 
tiie natioBal festivities of ike republic, aoA the mili- 
tary games of antiquify> with equal fidelity, had pre- 
pared these formidable adversaries to stand the shock 
of a regiment of lancers, for the amusement of the 
Emperor, who was then on his progress through Italy; 
and the regiment selected for this exhibition of its 
prowess, was that of vluch the Prince Regent of 
England had condescended to accept the Colonelcy. 

The CoRSOs, or great avenues, leading from the 
gates into the heart of the city, are among the 
most spacious approaches in Italy. The Corso dclla 
porta orientals is particularly striking. Several new 
palaces, standing upon the site of demolished con- 
vents and churches, rise on either side. The fa- 
fades are chiefly of the Greek orders, and contrast 
forcibly with the massive, monastic fronls of the old 
buildings, which are usually of Spanish architecture. 
On the left of this beautiful Corso are the public gar- 
dens, which were butjustfinisfaedatthe Sestoration. 
It is only separated Gtou the Street bjr a range of 
granite pillars, with- a coraiee surmounted by an— 
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lique vases , and a light iron-railing, decorated widi 
armorial bearingt. Tbs garden is cut into irregular 
alleys diversified with trees and grass-plots, and 
watered bjr a canal. The Imildi^s are in g<^ keep- 
ingi they consist of an an^hltheatre, a caroiisal or 
large paviUon, and an edifice id the centre for the 
public wanaenwnts. Tbis tevple of pleasure was, 
;a few jears beck, acoiivtHit of nuns of a rigid order; 
and if tbe spirit of some old Lady AJibess still visits 
the haunts of her power or penance, it must, all 
spirit as it may be, be struck with wonder. 

A flight of stairs leads from these gardens to a 
public walk, which has been made and planted upon 
the ramparts, from the Porta della Tenaglia to the 
Porta Romana, a very considerable extent. The 
Villa-Beale, a residence of tlie Viceroy, adjoins, and 
adds considerably to tbe magnificence of the scene. ■ 

Much of the taxes complained of under the French 
regime were expended upon works of this descrip- 
tion, by which the wealth taken from the few was 
scattered among the industrious many; and it is 
further to be remarked, that notwithstanding ibe 
largeness of the sums so tak«n, they have left the 
Milanese nobility by far the richest body in Italy. 
The systeni which accompanied these impositiqw 
xqiiened to the qohles new, more iciest, more 
legitimate tonrces of wealth, than those which the old 
regime o&red.' They are now agriculturists, m»- 
nu&ctnrerSf speculators, and spread their vast ca^ 
pital (formerly hoarded in chests], over the whole 
country ; resembling, in this particular, tbe free 
citiieiis of ancient Milaii, from whom they are 

' See Appendix, 11°. i. 
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flescended. We^hare it on the testimony of the no- 
blest amongst them, that they have considerably 
increased their revennes by this abjuration of aristo- 
cratic pr^dices; irbich has given^ at the same time, 
a full to th«r extensile pecuniary means, and 
to tfa«r natin and natural intAlligence. 

Of the numerous convents that were anppreued, 
all were not demolished, some being converted into 
private dwellings, and others devoted to the public 
service. Two houses of Carmelite nuns are now the 
residence and work-shops of the persons employed in 
the Mint ; and St. Theresa's bare-footed followers 
have yielded their refectory and cells to the royal 
manufacture of saltpetre. Both these esUAlishments 
are eitremely well worth seeing, though not often 
visited by the stranger. Indeed, a previous personal 
acquaintance ivilh ilie directors was the cause of 
our visiting them, aud passing one of the most in- 
teresting among the many pleasant and profitable 
days we enjoyed at Milan. 

We were accompanied in this visit by Professor 
Baeislac,' the most learned mineralogist of Italy, 
v^o is Inspector-general of the gunpowder works ; by 
Monsieur PniHo, who superintends the manufacture 
of saltpetre, and by Signor Morosi,' the royal mecha- 
nician at the Hotel des Monnaies. After seeing 

' Professor Breislac is advantageoiislj know n in Europe by 
his mioeralogicalnOEks, which are held inileserved estimation. 
Of courip he did not escape the notice of lbs llaliaD govern' 
ment. He is a member of the Royal and Imperial laititute of 
Sciences. 

* To this gentleman Hilin is mach indebled for tbe intro- 
ductioii of considerabU improvements in maohineiy, a point 
in whkh, under the old goveinment, they wwe nncb in u- 
rew •£ the iMt of Europe. 
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vltatever was wortlty- of attention in these e^tablisli— 
meots, Tvliich their talents have so considerably im- 
proTcd, we proceeded to the mineralogical collection 
of MoDsienr Breislac, which is eminently interesting 
for the beauty and rarity of its speciniens, procured 
by the assiduous labour of a life devoted to science, 
auil enriched by an eslensive scientific correspond- 
ence. This collection, which, to a female, is at- 
tractive by the beauty, order, and neatness of its 
airangmieDt, should bj na bubbs be paoaed over by 
the scientific travellA'^ From all lliat I have heard, 
there i$ no ^tvate cabinet between Milan and Naples 
to compete with it; and the stores of the worthy 
Profesaor's mind, still more rich than those of his ca- 
bioet^ are imparted to tke visitor with equal polite- 
ness and zeal for science. In the apartments of Sig- 
iiore MoRosi, we were permitted to view a vau and 
stand, of the richest workmanship of CELLin, It is 
not improbable that these are the identical " Sacino e 
Boccaleuo" of which Cellioi speaks with such delight 
in his Life ; and, indeed, ih^ are reported to be so.. 
Jfso, they were finished in France. As soon as they 
were completed, Cfilim took them (o his toi-disant 
patron, the Cardinal d'Esto of Ferrara, who, n ilhoiit 
saying any thing to him, carried tlicm off, and pre- 
sented them to FRANCrs the First. The liing was de- 
lighted with the gift, and was lavish of his praise of 
the ingenious artist, ("lire I'ebbe mollo caro, e mi 
lodb piii smisuramente che mat si lodasse uomo par 
mio."'} In return for this present the King gave 
the Cardinal an Abbey of seven duuBand crowm in- 
coioe ; and wa* going to make a present to Cmmr, 

■ Vita di Celtini. 

VOL, I. 1 5 
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wbeo the Csrdmal Saint baiely endeaTourd lo pre- 
vent him, promising to give him himself a pension of 
three hnnared scudi from the proceeds of the Abbey, 
„hichhenixerdid) " e trappc hmgo larM, a mler 
dire la oiiVOLmA diquesta Cardinalc" ' Such is the 
trne patronage of princes,- who, sympathizing nei- 
ther with the necessities nor the sentmunitfl of the 
artists, are rarely actuated in thnr mnnificence by 
any other feelings than those of mere oitentttiOn «r 
childish caprice. Whether thi. be, or b« not, Bie 
identical vase and basin of which Ceffinl reUtes tM. 
cnriou. anecdote, (an an«dote which, like hu Whole 
life, i. .0 Ciithfnl a portrmlnre of the times m which 
he flonriiheJ,) (hey .re relic, ot rae end nnqneition- 
Mb valne for the mtchless beant; of the worh- 
.MiBhip.- They .re of .ilrer gilt. The border of 
the bmiii ejhibio tie icions, represented by the 
rnl.l occnpntiom pecnlim- to each. The woodcutter 
in the midst of forest scenery, the interior of a cot- 
t«c -mth . winter's lire, and the old peasant bending 
X it, pW me more than the Snely-chi.elled 
Zodiac which occopics its centre. The vase is ol . 
heantlfhl and form. The principal 
atarts from the surface ii a hero, .urronnded by .11 
the emblematical virtne. that are by conrteey as- 
simed to Ihal very donbtfnl character These pre- 
. , „r -r. art now unnvallcd, were, 

cioua monnments ot an art now uu' , , 

some years back, tonnd in the HmU-d,-piM,' 
. H would be too teJioosto deserib. .11 the di-UUhm, ot 
,hi, C.rdi«l."-»i« « MBnl. ■ Evelvn'. 

. Per ...cdol.. itolmli" of th» ponhon, " «™'^* 
Memoirs v..io... .peoim.™ of tt. of .Ctorle. (h. 

a„ iCv »I Ih- 0...r.~.t i. the C»ti~nt.lS<.l.,. 
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where lliey had been pledged by a noble famtij, into 
whose hands they had fallen. Their anterior history, 
of course, cannot he traced. 

Among the establishments we visited this day, was 
one of singular interest, an Egyptian school estab- 
lished in Milan for the subjects of the Pacha. It 
consisted of a considerable number of young persons, 
uf various ages, from all parts of his dominions. 
Signore Morosi (the director) and the professor of 
chemistry in thi« establishment, conducted us through 
the building. In oae of the dormitories we encotrar 
tered a scholar, a dark youth of about seventeen 
years of age, intently bent over a manuscript. It 
was a translation from the Italian into the Coptic, 
which hewas about to send home. He started up, 
and heard our apologies for the intrusion, with a 
grace that untutored nature rarely wants. He was 
a native of Mount Lebanon. I asked him if it wa^ 
long since he heard from home ; his countenance 
changed, he shook bis bead, and aaid mournfully, 
" gran tempo /a," (it is very long since,) evincing 
by his looks, that even the wild cedars of Lebanon 
may be^r^;retted. is one of the finest capitals in 
Europe. While we were talking to him, another 
graceful, half wild, but intelligent being, followed 
us with a drawing, of which he seemed very proud : 
it was a copy of the picture of the King of Sardinia. 
I wonder what he thought it wasj As he held it up 
close to his own marked and sunny countenance, 
the contrast excited a general smile. This school has 
almdj sent bock some clever draughtsmen, die- 
iiurt«t;«iKl mathematicians. Besides the living lan- 
guages and natural sciences, the boys are taught to 
wor^ in ntakutg machinery o£ thf finer kinds, in 
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order lo introduce at home the EuropOitii aria, which 
jre yet unpractised there. It is turioiii to see this 
rai e, At the end of ages, coming to lake hack to their 
own dark regions those lights which their ancestors 
first diffused over liurope. In returning through 
the play-ground, several little boys ran up and kissed 
our haudt : Uiey had not yet leamed to speak either 
Frencli or Italian. 

The immediate transition fitan the republic of 
neva to the states of Ute King of Sardioia is not more 
abmpt, than the contrast between this establishment 
and that to which we next proceeded— the Rosai> aso 
Imperial Pension AT, a superb female seminary, founded 
by the late government. Here all was tameness and 
gentility, conventional grace and arbitrary elegance. 
Of all the benefits which the Revt^tion'bas conferred 
upon Italy, the greatest, the most permanent, is the 
new and liberal system of female education, raised 
upon the ruins of that demoralizing higotry, which 
was calculated to make women concubines and de- 
votees, but which could not produce good wives and 
good mothers. In most of the great capitals, Bona- 
parte, or the Italian governments that acted under 
his influence, have formed establishments for the 
education of girls of all ranks, and endowed tbem 
with sufficient revenues ; being fully aware hovr 
powerliilly women contribute in determining the 
diaracter of society- ; and how Duich a generation of 
vrell edncat«d females miut conttibute to raise socie^ 
from that gulf of immorality, into which the Tioea 
and feebleness of the old gorenuneBts had planged 
this part of -Eaf^te, The dturch, convent, and 
grounds of San .Filippo Neri, belonging to an order 
of anus, with a considerable reveniiie, were appr»- 
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priated by the gaTerDmeiit to this establiehment, in- 
tended as a oattonal school for females, and more 
particularly for the orphaa daughters of the officers 
of the army who fell in the service. It is a fact, 
that when this seminary was established, no Italian 
lady, fitted by education or experience, could be 
found, who was willing to accept the place of its 
directress; and the Baroness de Lor, a lady of dis- 
tinguished talent and irreproachable conduct, was 
taken from a similar establishment near Paris, to 
superintend the foundation at Mrlan. 
. In our visit to this seminary, we were accompanied 
■iy Madame de I.or herself; a lady, whose society we 
afterwards sought upon all occasions with pleasore, 
and enjoyed with profit. As there i« no English 
school of this dtiscdptioQ, no comparison can be 
drawn t. bnt in the great points of air, qtace, ele- 
gance, and accommodation, neatness, freshness, and 
good order, it is impossible that it should be ex- 
ceeded. The convent of St. Philip Neri resembles 
a royal palace : its arcades below, and its open gal- 
leries above, surround a beautiful and well-cult ivatecl 
garden. The dormitones are spacious, and provided 
-with dressing-rooms abundantly supplied with water 
in superb fountains. There are also warmed apart- 
ments (scaldatorj), in which the children are pei*- 
mitted to amuse themselves before they retire to rest. 
The rooms are lighted at night by pending lamps, 
which are inclosed in glass bells, and burn till day- 
light ; no candles being allowed. The hospital bed- 
rooms are 00 the upper story, and are attended by 
twonnns, "sceursdelacharitdi" there are warm and 
cold ba^Iu tdioining. The wardrobe is a vast apart- 
mo^^j^lM with every arUcle of female dress, made 
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by ^he children themselves for their own use ; the 
melerials being foand hy the establishment. Another 
room is appropriated to works of ornament. There 
are also separate apartments for each cl.iss, all opening 
into the garden ; by which the disadvantage of a 
close and heated atmosphere, so common even in 
oiir own best schools, is effectually avoided. We 
saw groups of little children hurrying from one class 
to another through. blooming shrubs and orange trees, 
each with her little straw bonnet and basket on her 
arm. We afterwards saw them assembled in a vast 
and handsome halt, from whence they proceeded to 
an excellent dtaaer. When Madame de.Lor entered, 
sercral of Ae little ones chmgroiudber, and eadi bad 
ber nom dt corpse, op some inark of aftction and 
fimtiliarity. She addressed ihem all in French, to> 
shew ns ^ progressthty bad made, and made them 
ItfBgh heartily at their own mistaties. Italian is much 
cultivated; Milanese is rarely allowed. Their sta-7 
dies arc liberal, and must sliock many of their noble 
grandmothers, who scarcely learned to read and 
write; and who see their illustrious descendants (con- 
demned by their birth to worthlessnessand indolence)^ 
thus occupied in cutting out shifts, making stays, 
inventing dresses anA mending stockings, conversant 
in all tho details of which no mother or mistress of 
a family should he ignorant, and combining these 
bomety duties with languages, the arts, the sciences, 
and literature! ' 

' Tlie origin of lliesc eslublishments in Italy is, I believe, 
6ue to the Due de Melii. He wished to comineDC« a female ae- 
miDarj at Lon. The person to whom be applied for ndvica 
and assistance Is o*Ei wbwe name is wall knovrn in Enghmd, 
one endowed with tmj talefi^ and tiwf ftmioiM ■cwno' 
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Since the Restoration, however, some changes ham 
been made in tliis, as in every other institution of 
the lale government, which have given to it some of 
the monastic character beloogiug to the original des- 
tination of the building. The children are no longer 
permitted to see tiieir fathers, except, as in the old 
convents, in Ihe parloir ; that is, through iron bars. 
It is in vain that their young hearts may bound 
towards the object of their affections; no bosom re- 
ceives tliem, no knee sustaini them ! They- may press 
their Hps through the bars to the hand that leaDs 
against them, but there all intercourse of endear- 
ment ends, exactly as. in the days of the convent of 
the ladies of Sl Philip Neri- 

Tbe peace of i8i5 closed a long career ot blood, 
and removed the barriers of a long separation be- 
tween nations. The avenues leading to an intn^ 
t^aoge of improvement, once re-opened, which pre- 
judices and political estrangement, not less than war, 
had closed, there was a general movccuent through 

plLshmtnt, the celebrated MiBiA Cosway, Un<3..T licr inspcc- 
lion, Ifae Penswnat itl I.out became, « hat i( still is, 0110 of Ihe 
most eiceilcnt innlitutions for female education in Italy, per- 
hapn in Europe. After some years, ilomealic cirmm.s lances 
obliged hei' to return to Eoglaod ^ and the school is now under 
Ihe superintendence of another laJy. The children educated 
are in .iiimbei- fortj-two ; they are dressed in uniform, plain 
and neat, anil without finery. The inalruclion is Ihe same 
for all, except masic, dancing, und drawing, which are oon- 
fined to those, whose parents are of rank or wealth aufficiant 
to make such accomplishments desirable. They all learn 
UMful female works, and are taught Ihe art of houee-keeping, 
CO as to be able; on returning home at the age of fourleen, to 
keep the booki, and manage a ftnlljr. ' Writhig, arithmetic, 
and an epistolary stjle, are particularlj; attended to, and geo- 
graphy, grammar, andhntory, fundamRnlally langht. 
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Europe. Kingdoms exchanged their populatiou; and 
if the English posted through Italy, to see sights and 
revive classical associations, ihe Italians visited Eng- 
land to gather from observation, improvements the 
most applicable to ihe wants of their own beautiful 
country. The English went to Italy in groups and 
families made up of all ages and ranks, from infancy 
to senility, from the trader to the peer, and import- 
ed with them the comforts, and habits, and preju- 
dices of their wealth. The Italians who TiBited Eng- 
land wH« chiefly single men, many of them ia the 
firsjt Sower of youth, or in the prime of manhood. 
They did not expect to find the subs * of Italy, or to 
eat ice nnder the shades of otange-groves; andtiiey 
did not complain that such habits of enjoyment were 
denied to them. They came to contemplate the 
efiects and the wordings of a free government, oF a 
free press, on manners, literature, science, and do- 
mestic happiness ; and With such experience as they 
could acquire, and such information as they could 
obtain, they returned to Ilaly. From thatmoment, 
their time, their tafents, and their fortunes, have 
been given to the introduction of those lights into 
their own country, which struck them with admira- 
tion in others. The historical names of Capponi, 
Confaloniere, Ginori, Pucci, Yelo, etc. etc. are too 
well known in the circles of rank and fashion in 
England, to need any introduction here j hut it did 
not, perh^p^ iqppear on the surface, that these gen— 
tlemen— who were every evening to be seen in the 
most exchisire societies, who had passed even the 
fieiy ordeal of Almack's, and assisted at the opera 

'A neapotitin wit of the cM lefaool obMrred, that " the 
Sum of En^nd Were the JUoom of Italr." 
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suppers, and private theatrical i, of supreme boii ton 
— had devoted iheir raorningi to atliools and inauu- 
factorie?, to the workshops of mecljaiiists, and the 
lahoratorics of philosophers. " In my first voyage to 
England, in iHiifi" [says the Count Confaloniere, in 
a discourse pronounced by him as President of a Mi- 
Jaaese association, for the introduction of Lancas- 
trian scltools, formed by himself, ) " a achool in Lon- 
don of six hundred children, couducted by one child, 
slrucL me with astonishment, and a close inspection 
of ^the mode of instruction by -which this was effect- 
ed, convinced me that it might become most bene- 
ficial, if adopted in Italy. In 1816 the French intro- 
duced llie sjsLuin of iiuTL'Ai, rNSTDLCTioN at PsriS) and 
in 1818 already uine hundred schools were opened 
in France. At the latter end of this year, on my 
refurn from Paris, more coniiuced than ever of (he 
utility of the system, from this extraordinary and 
rapid progre5S, 1 made my first api'licalioii to the 
Viceroy, (o introduce it auiongit om"»fKes. ' 

The proposition was scarcely mentioned at Milan, 
M'hen ail association was formed for carrying it into 
execution; and the descendants of the Visconti, 
Triul/i, Ubaldi, Lamltertenghi, Litta, Borromeo, and 
Carafa— names thai sound so fierce and feudal in old 
Italian story, so often opposed in contest, or ranged 
in deadly feud — were here united, to spread that 
light amoug the people, once so jealously withheld, 
and which even the lathers of the»e men -would have 
denied, as dangerous to social order. 

In iSigwe left Count ConMoniere in Milan, 00- 
capied with laying the fonndatioD.of his school, and 
in providing many other sphemes of national improve^ 
ment. On oar return in 1830, in company with 
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the Count and Countess, we inspected its progreu, 
and fouiid five hundred and fifty children far advano 
ed in elementary instruction, the Lancastrian sys- 
tem in full exercise, and order, activity, cleanliness, 
and regularity, as firmly established, as in the oldest 
institutions of the kind which we have visited. This 
is a new sight in Itnly : the ties of vassalage exchanged 
for those of gratitude and affection ; and (he power 
to oppress, conunuted for the will to benefit and 
ameliorate. In the exertions of these gennine })»- 
triots there is no concealed design, no sect to bvoiir, 
no established charcb to consolidate. The door of 
knowledge fi not oftAeA to let in the light of heaven 
throngh the discoloured medinmoF an excluiive creed ; 
nor is the information afforded intended as an addi- 
tional chain to bind the people to a social order, 
whose benefits are loo problematical to be trusted 
to unassisted common sense. Here all is fair and 
open to the day ; and the sole intention is the multi- 
plication of popular force, and its necessary conse- 
quence, a difiiisive happiness. 

The kindness and hospitality with which we were 
received at Milan, alTorded us the opportunity of 
seeing many of the palaces of the nobility and gentry ; 
few of which are open to the public, or on the lists 
of Valets'de-Place. The most splendid residences 
of Milan still bear the republican appellation of Casa 
[house\ and they have indeed a character very dis- 
tinct from the palaeet of the n|^r classes in Soa- 
thern Italy. The depressing in&nence <^ Spun and 
Anstria upon the Milanese retarded all the useful 
arts; and whaterer was incommodions in the six- 
teenth century remained a* in the nineteenth. As 
lately as the year 1743, a French Uarreller detcribes 
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archbishop's palace and the gOTernor's hoose as 
the only residences in the citjr where the -windows 
were con^leiely- glaied. ■ Glass wat ^en quite a dis- 
tinction, as it still is ia the vill^es aboiit Rmne and 
Naples ; and some of the handsomest edifices ia hata- 
bardj had their windows covered with oiled paper. 
Amidst the great and beneficial changes lately intro- 
duced into Milan, much remains to be done t while 
tile higher arts have been well attended to, the art by 
which a door is hinged, or a window closed, is still 
in its infancy. France, however, was not a school 
to forward such improvements ; and a Milanese pa- 
lace is not, after all, much inferior, in these essen- 
tials, to a Parisian hotel. The deficiencies of both 
are effects, though insignificant ones, of the old sys- 
tems, common to both ; and England has the best 
locks and binges , as she has the best steara-«ngines, 
and the best navies, because she had long enjoyed 
the most perfect of any kno^vn political comtitntion. 

Almost all the oUfyaolies of Milan have been illnsr . 
trftted b^themilituT'fttti.and heroic virtues of their, 
origittal fenadent' ^ The '.^XagTto Trimhio," who 
played 'wiidtpiHlant a part in the wars of Fi^ncis dte 
First and Cbaries the Fifth, wis one ^ those chie& 
whose courage and influence so often changed the finv,- 
tunesoftheday. The fine old CASATfiivULZio, where the 
Marshal Cont/oHi'ere received Francis the Firstduring 
his visit to Milan, still stands unimpaired in the Can- 
trada Rugabella. It has, however, been long aban- 
doned by the family; and the present Marquis oc- 
cupies a maniioa not less vast, but more modem, 
^riched by ,the ctdlec^ou and library of the cele- 
brated . Culo. Trirabiiot who added to a name histo- 
ncaUyillnstriout, theejnthet e£"pkihlogut prasUm- 
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lissimut." The pictures in tlie Case Trivnisio are 
£nr, but good asd curious ; and the library is singit- 
kr^ rich in HSS. and in rare and precioH» editions 
of tbe fifteenth century— the oldest MS. Dante with 
» date affixed, Icncwn to exist, is amon^ the fomun* ; 
and a Petrarch printed fifteen-years aAer his death, 
among the latter. 

But among these treasures, that which interested 
me the most (and the Marquis Trivukio always left us 
to form our own predilections, without pointing out 
the objects he himself esteemed), was a sort of Album 
of Leonardo da Vinci, where a page of geometry is 
followed by a page of caricatures, taken perhaps from 
originals in the Borghotto, where he used (o seek 
them on market-days ; and a vocabulary is succeeded 
by a sketdi that pourtrayed alt the divinity of his 
own genius. 

Anothra- still more cmions i object is, a primer, or 
sdool-booL, written and beamifuUy illuminated by 
Leonardo, for thenseoftheyoong S^imilian, son of 
S/brza del Mora, the usnriang Dale of Milan. The 
l^nm pages of tiluB conqtmdinm contain, after a few 
trite laaaims of conduct^ such as princely cars may be 
peniuttedtDhcar,aiittle series of v^ettes, admirably 
preservmE ia all their origiiml richness of ctdonring, 
their gold, silver, and ultra-marine tints, perfectly 
fresh. The first is a view of the castle of Milan. 
From a balcony a warder blows an horn, to mark the 
hour of retreat. Below, in the court, stand the lit- 
tle prince and his tutor; the latter points to the 
evening star, intimating that it is lime to retire. A 
naughty hoy is still occupied in catching birds, (said 
to be FuHOUiio, the prhic^s. yoonger brother — &r 
yvongVr brothers me ahnys nsnghty boys,) while 
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the good prince, always distingaished bj his finery 
and demure look, is ready to obey liis tator's order. 

In another picture "the good princt" is seen going 
to the public school, and witb inncli dignity is chid- 
ing naughty Francesco, who is fighting another 
hoy, his book and mantle thrnw» on the ground. The 
tail-piece of this page is curious for a royal primer 
— a hand armed with a birch rod. The next vignetti- 
exhibits the interior of the school-room, such as are 
still seen in the sacristies of the old Italian churches. 
The good prince is still the priucipal figure, seated 
opposite his master. Nothing can divert him from 
his studies, not even his dwarf, an hideous but droll 
Httle monster, who stands tempting him with comi- 
cal grimaces and arch gibes. Meantime two boys 
(not priBcesJ have fall«a fast asleep b^ide him, and 
dHNK^M^s are falling from &.at kands ; While . n'n- 
i^^Fiiincesat h busied ^ ta MrobSe^ stnffii^ fait 
birdinftoa bif^i SAotA O^flO^piiia itW/U^ ^ 
presented, aeatedt at fioder, iHft 'loft ^kbnne and '» 
large monkey. His scbtH^idlairs, wilit FraiicescA, 
stand round respectfully, as if they formed his little 
court, where it is evident that the monkey is the 
prime favourite. 

Then comes Prince Maximilian as a gallant youth, 
mounted on a Barbary steed, gorgeously dressed, and 
issuing forth from his father's castle to the wars. A 
beautiful lady, from the casement of a tower, gazes 
on him with marked admiration. The title is " il 
jjrincipe contemplato da donne." The last of these 
pictures of his future fortunes and glory, on which 
his young eyes must have gloated with dazzled satis- 
faction, is his triumph over a subject world ^ and 
with it finishes this system of princely education, 
VOL. I. 16 



begun in hypocrisy and ending in despotism. The 
story of this hero of his own primer (a feeble and 
unfortunale prince), i» already before the ivorid. 
There is also a letter extant from a mistress of his, a 
model of the love-letter style of the day; and, as it 
may be curious to amateurs, it is subjoined below.' 

A LuCAN, done in France ia i3()3, (where Cxsar is 
always painted decked with fieura-der-lis, to shew 
that he is Qf the reigning bouse of France,) and above 
all, s liftle bpok.presented Igr Henrj the Fourth to 
l(is beautiful mistrew, Gabrielle d'Estr^, containuig 
a sonnet of his composition, and in his own hand- 
writing, were among the most curious olqects in dns 
. interesting iitnary. 

Among the antiquities are some Coosalar Dyptics 
(one of the time of Justintanl. Of these relics there 
are but fifteen extant : three are in the Trivulzi col- 
lection, and two in the church at Monza. In this 
collection also are a part of the chair of the Exarchs 
of RavenDtii ft beautiful fiun in Roetoan^co, with 
Etruscan vases, medals, cameos, coiiis, etc. without 
number. 

But the Ca.sa TitivuLzio contains one apartment more 
interesting, and in Italy more rare, than its library 
and its gallery. ,It is a small retired room, terminat- 
ing the Marchionsss's own suite. Here, as often atf 
we Tisited fhe Caw TriTuUio, and ti»tTra> not seldom, 

' "Signore mio Sforu pfl amoroM bello. Biiigrauo per 
niillc volte la Signoria Tostra di quelloche a'i degData operare 
per nae rjin lo lll'mo Signore vostro Padre, de Ja leltera che mi 
ha fatto avere i miei dinari. E qoeDo che noD poHO anpptire 
a marito con il nffinriraa grarie, anp^irb, qnando uremo Q, 
di tanti dolci bac^. Hi roooouaiida a vcd Sigiuwe 8ferm 
fii amorDta mio bdlo. Ii'amwoM Tgriia Kkom*^" 
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we found the young ladies of the family cultivating 
all the arts with diligence and success ; forwardecl by 
their governess and masters, and presided bv tlieir 
father and mother : in a word, one of t;iose blessed 
scenes of domestic education and endearment, suppos- 
ed only to be found in England, and certainly un- 
ksown inltaly a few years back. In the study of the 
ladies Trivnlzi, existed the true antidote to heartless 
intrigue rad-idle dissipa^on. Sbonid this bright' 
example be generally fl^loved, Italy may again be- 
come renowned tot the chastity and talent of her 
danf^ters, as the testimony of Dante and Petranb. 
proves it to have been in the days of ber republics, 
wheaiBotiiers abounded, sudt as ^e who 

"Tiwendo aUa rocoa k chiomi, 
Farde^ara con la aaii famigUa 
Di Trojaoi, 9 di Fiasold e di BMna."— Dakte. 

It is very natural that my pen should proceed as 
mysteps ofien did, from the Cam Tritdlzio to ^ 
Gasa Porro LABtBERiziTGBi, the reudence of. Coont 
Porro ; bat it would have been difficult to contemplate 
with the cool examination of curiosity, a dwelling, 
nnder whose roof we were almost daily accustomed to 
receive the rites of kindness and hospitality.' Our ob- 
servations of the apartments and gardens of the Casa 
Porro, were indeed soon obliterated by the society 
we enjoyed in them. It would, however, beunpar- 
donable to pass over in silence the collection of Etnis- 

■ CnuDt Porro nas in the habit of giving a weekly dinner, 
for the purpose of cotleclingand uniting the talent with which 
Milan abounds, and mors parlicularly thoie penoni vho fa- 
TOQFsd or contribnted to tha " ConeUvttore." Earis itwlf 
oonld MaiMly fumiih pUaaanlar or more infeUMtaal sooietj. - 
Hnw, amongst other*, we faabttnallymrt the author of "FatH- 
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can vases, which all strangers visit, and ^riiidi coh- 
tains some of the most beautiful specimens of those 
most heauliful aud inimitable antiquities. 

To the Milanese, an object off^r greafjer curiout^ 
and admiration is the gas af^uuTfttHU which Conat 
Porro, in conjuactinn witii Count CoufiiloBieFe, faas 
introduced into Italy, and wil3i wbidi his-ivlioJie bewe 
is ^leadidly illnmiuated. Whid|ieT«r myt iadsed, 
we tarned in MiFan, w4 found tram of tfae ardent 
bat. rational ji^triirijsm, with v)ii<^ a little baud of 
iwd>les, with wbom tbese trnlj «G«lteiit pcnens are 
intimate^ connected, are -unceuinglf occn^ei in- 
bettering at ooce the moral pnd the ]»hjrsicd aspect of 
their countr^r, and are preparing it to nksan &Mt 
liberty which, however apparently remote in the pre- 
sent most nqha|tpjr moment, by the yeiy nature of 
things, cannot long be delayed. 
, CoaAt PoKito, with the generosity that cbaw>* 

GEicA Di BiMim, Silvio Pellico j'' the Harcheie PBCcatoia young 
ncMemaa of considerable literarj Bcquireownt j Profettor 
Breislacj Sigoore Bonieri, a grandaon of the celebrated phj- 
eician (known in Eagland by kii Latin appellation of Bdbse- 
■Ling) j and last, not least, our lamented frieod the Abate de 
Br^me, iu wbosc social iotercourse the gaiety and good hu- 
mour, the simplicily and playfulness of a cbild, broke through 
the reflection of the philosopher, aud the deep regrels of the 
patriot. Here too we had the pleasure of reuewiog our ac- 
quaintance with the historian of Italy, Monsieur Siemondi, 
and of meeting manf other persons of diatingii.Uhed talent and 
reputation, fram- ilmoat all countries ; who, in passing throu^ 
Milan, joined the ciiele, and haoetited hj th* hoapilalitiaii of 
the Cisi Pfluot 

■ BifDDre MQeo li tki aU* uiil ■Sketiout* initmelar of Cftnal ^oi- 
n*! Mm jDBk Wa Iwd mumIj indiid bama itlun we leamtil yAA im-' 
difutim wd gmt, dwt Ok Ksrtlif *ai[lliljngidriMd jtmf mu had 
Itn CDsEMd npoi th* «w*t (rtondlen piMnti if At AaUtiiD polia& 
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terieea all his eserlions, is likewise laying the fonn— ' 
&tion of a gallery of the works of native and con- 
temporary artiGts. What is most admirable in this 
enconregement of the genius of his day, is tbe effort 
he is making to draw the young student out of the 
servile tract of imitation, by employing him upon 
subjects taken from ihe glories of doiiieslic story. 
Signore Palaggi, one of the most eminent artists of 
Lombardy, has just finished for him a fine picture 
from llie history of Milan.' 

We were indebted lo the patient allenlion of the 
Marchese Mai.aspina, for the pleasure we received 
from a very curious collection of gems, which renders 
his house an object of research to scientific travellers, 
antiquaries, geologists, and lapidaries. Here nature 
is to be found in all her frolicks. Here while coral, 
and black pearls, shew how equivocal the compliment 
might prove, of coral lips and pearljr teeth ; while 

' The sinry of this picture is as follows : Cbarles the Eighth, 
in the year i494. visits John Galeaizo Maria Sforza,--w!M>, a 
prisoDer in the caslle of Pavia, is on his death-bed, jtoiEoned, 
as it is said, by Lodoiico il Horo, hia ancle, and the usurper 
of his dominions. Charles, whose object was coaqnest, Was 
fearAi) of offending his ally I^ovieo, and refused to eee the 
nnfortimate prisoner; bat the intreaties of the dying min's 
-wife for her infimt children, and for Jier fa&er Atfinuo of 
HapleSt succteded in proaaring this interview, Tbe. effort, 
however, was useless. The only object of the conqueror, was 
to preserve the friendship of the betrayers of Italy, who called 
him lo tyraoaize over llieir distracted country.— Vid. Sis- 
moodi Rep. Hal. T. \i, p. i3G. See also Muratori. 

The scene is tlie tlcath-bed of Sforza, and the principal per- 
sonages, the King of France, the DucbeM of 6fam,,her child, 
and a beajitiful page in the back-ground. The portrait! ard 
historical- The costume ia magaificeqUy-Npretanted ; and 
the picture eminenlly interesting. . - 
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dim diamonds shine, as Estifaoia says, " like an old 
lady's eye," and sparkling Jet sends forth brilliant 
liglils. Here also were found likenesses of livitig 
cliarai:ter3, which, for ages before the flood, were 
buried in the swarthy bosom of the mine ; and gems 
of such loyal tendencies, as to give out perfect re- 
semblances of reigning legitimate kings. The M. Ma- 
laspina de Salazar adds to his noble birth, the cha- 
racter of one of the most learned antiquaries of Lom* 
bardy ; and his admirable " Guida di Pavia" w>\' 
withstanding its modest title, embraces much deep 
erudition concerning the history and antiquity of his 
coimtrj. 

The GuA LiTTi: iras once remarkable as being the 
only house in SCilaa where society assembled and 
strangers were received i Init it iras Society regulated 
by the armorial hearing» of its members. Wit Acre 

had a poor chance without supp<»ters ; and no Uqh 
was so welcome as a lion rampant. There, however, 
Lalasde was received as a foreigner and a writer; 
and he observes of this splendid palace, that, " il 
n'jr wait rien dans leresle ^Ilalie qui ressembldt 
dawuiiage aiae grandes maiaon$ Paris." ' A pic- 
ture of Corregio, and wxsBM other speconeas of the' 

■ A Wlnese Mereluiit, of A* highwt VMpectabBiff, bad 
lieaneBiKMedbrlfariBTtiareM- nufintot^Mtoftiieiiobla 
merchant KM to grtadnittod to th* CaM LitUi and, baTiDg 
been presented, and rconTcd at the Imperial Court, he at )a»t 
effecled faia pnrpOH. The fic*l night h« preeenleil himself, 
the whole of the noble drde turned Iheir back upon this Ita- 
lian George Dandin. -One of the imperial family i; eaid to 
have reproached the Duchess with this arittocralin inMleoM 
to one who hail kissed the Empreis's hand j and the Daohen 
replied, "Any one may go to Court^ hut to go to the Casa 
Litta, it was necessury to bring genealogical credentialf 
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line arU, still reader the CaBa Litta an object of 
attention. The guide-book of Milan describes innu- 
merable other palaces ; among wbicb are tbose of 
Melzt, Setlata, Borromeo, Visconti,' etc. all having 
some peculiar point of attraction. But to describe 
indescribable things, is not the business of the pre- 
■f^t volume. CaUlogues abound in the Italian tours, 
wbere the ni^nher of national objects is so great, as 
-t(i^^kG selectioB a necessary,' but a difficult effort. 
^^:|hi< d«part«int. btU9 rcmaiiH for the Aitsn 

Etohot iMsmi-M %be moraliat and 
4iMjMMciwt that Eonqw CM afford. 
^j^Mi^jbhovAMji ef MiltB. aboand* -mi^ nllast 
Xj^P^which 'bearany Tesemblance to the seats of the 
English nobility. They are morp places of tempo- 
rary retreat, or casual recreation, than of a perm*- 
nent or periodical residence. The nobility go regularly 
at St. Martin's Eve, in November, to settle with their 
tenants, and freqseotly stay till Chrislmas. Their 
other viaiU to the country are few and distant, and 
their villeggialurds last but for a few days. Of the 
many villas which we saw, and in which we were in- 
vited to fetes champetre.t, dinners, or di^jeuners a la 
Jburchette, I observed that the proprietors accom- 
panied us out, aad retaraed te town again with their 
guests, to finish the evming, A Ft^dinain, at the 

There was formerly no local tie to attach the Ita- 
lians to rural life. They had no love of gardening ; 
they did not plant, nor farm, nor ornament. They 

' I have Men no Boiel m Pmrit mom Paritian Aan iht re- 
ndeirce the aniiabte DncheH of Vueonii, at HUan. 
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built, indeed, eitravagaBtly, but never completed; 
and, generally speaking, their vast and desolate villas 
shew a mixture of ruin and neglect, that forms a 
most gloomy and dreary picture. Terraces, balus- 
trades,- colonnades, pavilions, courts, fortifications, 
towers, temples, and belvederes, abound very gene- 
rally ; but f^reen, fresh, delicious nature, is almost 
every where excluded. To this genera! view of Ita- 
lian villas, there are now, however, many eitceptions. 
The extension and decoration of the grounds and 
gardens of the royal villas, executed under the late 
government, awakened taste by the force of fashioa 
and esample.' But even before that period, the good 
sense of one individual in Lombardy bad banished 
liis " ehmuvras dire," cut in box, and grotesque 
images carved in sttme, which had usurped the place 
of Gredau . statusiy, end grinned and' sqntated' on> 
every parapet from Milan to Venice. A visit to 
England in the early period of life, had impressed 
upon the Mahchese Sylva a love of nature, and had 
inspired him with the good tasle of following her 
dictates. On his return to Milan, Signore Sylva ele- 
gantly illustrated his feelings an this subject, in a 
work which he published under the title of the " jirt 
of English Gardening;" and in the grounds of the 
beautilul villir of CiDx^uo, he. has realized nsncK 
of his ideas,* where masses of fbresU-tress, ynnng 

' Whoever vrish^s to contrast the ancient with the modwn 
style of villa, should visit the SjmMosetta, iJescribea ill all 
guide- bnoks far its echo ; but which is much more inleresting 
as a sprcitnen of Ihe taste of by-gone generations. Addison 
mentions this villa. It is scarcely more than a mile dislant 
from Milan. 

'In an old vrork, called " The Garden of Honour," it ap- 
pears, that in the fifteenth ceutory the present style of EnglisL 
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plantations, orchards, shrubberies, and flower-gar- 
dens, are mingled in artful but natural disorder. 
There deep glens and groves enclose antique monu- 
ments and classic inscriptions : an undulating park, 
commands the plains of Lombardj, while the Alps, 
rising at intervali above the horizon, terminate and 
adorn the varions aad emx^nging laodfc^w. The 
CtnaEiio u the LruowSs or Stow of the Hilaawe. 
The mansion is in the beat style of the oH Italian 
villa, spacious but cumbrous. The frescos and sculp* 
ture by Montallo, Pamfilo, and Negri, are esteemed 
in good taste ; and a gallery, enriched by some mas- 
terly compositions of Guercino,Sckidone, Pncaccnti, 
and Penigino, h^ds a fstinguished place among the 
Milanese collections. 

One wiag of the hotise which particularly struck 
me, wasancieiit, ttkd remained in the state in whicli 
it had bera fitted op for some bridal mistress, mmw 
than a century ago. It was a suite of apartments^ 
such as would have thrown the ladies in the Spec- 
tator into hysteric raptures, and would have made the 
despair of Horace Walpole. The rooms were many 
and small ; the roof low ; the rafters heavily carved, 
and richly gilt. The walls were bung with gilt 
leather ; brackets of every grotesque form supported 

gardtniEg prevailed in Italy. A people -who love nature will 
copy nature ; and tlie lives and works of Dante, retiarch, and 
Boccacio, abouod in examples of the love which the citizens 
of the ItdUn Tcpnblies felt fbr their villas, which beeame ob- 
jeot* gnat loniiy. Se« in Bocc«Gi«*i Life of Dant«,' tba 
deicriptioB of the Divine Pott'i fint iotrOdmilioi) to tfas 
little Biee, the Beatrice of hii fotnre inipiratioD. Bature 
and rural life were banished fhim France' nnder Frand^ 
Ibe Fint ; and ander I«nis the Kfleenth, not a trace of it re- 
mained. 
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China lions, and porcelain moniteri. The girandoles 
were such as Lord Chesterfield first imported from 
Sevres to England; aud the cabinels and armories, 
6uch as miglit have contained tUe jewels and ward- 
robe of iome of ihe Duchesses of the Sforza family. 
The lihrary, filled with valuable and curious works, 
with many ancient maiiugcripts, and some early edi- 
tions, contained also a Iju^ praportioD of iin>dera 
productions, together with a small bollectron of foBSiIs- 
and minerals. That we might view the details of 
l^.deh'ghtful place at leisure, the Harchese had 
invited .us to a ddjeuner A la fourchette. - The break-' 
last, honferer, was a sumpttious and-splendid dinner, 
served at three o'clock. The amine vas ezqnhitety 
French -; and do JmatKier of the days of Louis the 
Fifteenth, ever satisfied thfrhigfa sdeace of his hahir- 
tual gourmands, better than Sif^ore SyWa ini^t 
have done, had xaj of that learned race assisted at 
his festivity. 

Bals&uo, the seat of the Marchese Breme, the ex- 
minister of the interior, is rather an elegant pavi- 
lion, than a country-house. It stands in the midst 
of a garden that resembled the parterre of an English 
florist. We were received, on our arrival there, in 
the library, which is curious, as containing the 
busts of Ihe principal Piediuontese writers of cele- 
brity. The beneficent and fine couiifcnauce ofthe 
Abbe Caluso, the wild energetic pliysiogaoiuy of 
Allieri, were those best known to us. The dinner 
iras son^tnouS and elegant, and not by any means 
that of an ei>-minister. Upon this, as upon similar 
occasions, the company retired before the cloth was 
removed, to the gardens, where coffee and hquears 
were served, and bouquets of £resh flowers |>reseDted> 



Digitized by GoOgle 



LOMBARDY. ,gi 

The conversation was brilliant and animated. Some 
grouped and chatted, olliers sauntered IlirougK the 
grounds; and none thought of dopartnre till the 
fairy li^ts of the Lucciole ' were dimmed by the 
bright-glow of the rising moon. The last act of the 
." fTtsbde" was performing, as the party arrived 
tovaras midaigbt, at the opera. 
: , At a veiy pratty cuino of the Marchese Trivulzio, 
ire. enjoyed a truly English coontry-house day, in a 
itrnly French maison de plaisance. The arrange- 
jment and furniture of this villa were airPariuan; 
-the frescoed walls Italian. The apartments open on 
gardens, surrounded in every , direction by the most 
splendid scenery. Connected with the villa is an 
extensive farming establishment; and it being the 
season of the silk-worm, we availed ourselves of the 
circumstance to inspect this branch of rural ceco- 
nomy, so interesting to a foreigner. The arrange- 
ment on [he grand scale differs hut little from that 
which is observed in the little nurseries of silk- 
worms, which are usual among children in England. 
The worms are disposed on several rows of shelves, 
ia a spacious loft, and are constantly supplied with 
. mnlberry^leaves taken from trees, pollarded for the 
convenience of obtaining them. The heat, closeness, 
and ^fiide smell of these chambers, are quite inliv 
lerable. When the period for spinning arrives, small 
.braiches of trees are placed for the reception of the 
.iriorouj which, fallowing their marvellous instinct, 
mwrnt the twigs to seek, convenient frames for ctun- 
menciBg the coccoons. The culture of the aili- 

■ Hoiking can eseeed effect of lb« Luooiole, or firtt-fijei, 
' in a still ^boniy evening : diey ^1 a shower of light, 
and glittw on fbe foliage like BGBU. 
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worm is very general in Lombardy, and is amongst 
the most lucrative brandies of agricultural industry. 
Its great merit is the making a large return of money 
in the coum of forty or fifty days, which becomes 
iinntediaftfly.a^ticable to the general service of the 
farm. The coccoans, at the proper time, are scalded, 
to kill the grub, la tiu .l&i^r establishments they 
are vonnd off at home ^ the smdler fiumers' wivet 
more nsoally se& them in the coccoom, to others who 
have convenience for winding. This process sen^g 
as a lucrative employment to women, who BaA 
from great distances to the more extensive windinj^ 
houses. In the year in which we visited Milan, etr- 
tensive mercantile failures occasioned heavy losses to 
the cultivators of silk ; occasionally, also, a failure of 
the worms, or of the mulberries, is a source of tempts 
rary distress ; but, on an average of nveral years, tbe 
gain must be very coBsider^e is propertioa to the 
capital employed.' 

' Thr ulk'VonB wm brni^t Mo Enropa in Ao time of 

JusliouiD, wbo ettablidied inanulactoriea of silk at Corinth, at 
Thebes, and at Athena. By a documeat preserved in the 
archives of the church of Arho, bearing dale 1018, it appears 
that that island was siibjecl to a rribufc of cerlain pounds of 
silk to Venice, and Ifaat. in case of failure, the silk nax lo be 
rei^laced by a like weight of gold. The Venetians, by their 
relations with the east, contrived to oblain thi: monopoly of 
the silk trade, and eslahlished looms in Iheir own cily: and 
Ibis project was aided by the arrival of Ihirty-one families of 
viorkmen, banished from Lucca during the civil broils in i3io. 
On this occasion, Castruccio Caslracani entirely destroyed the 
rising manufanlure at Lucca, commenced before the thirleenth 
century. It is curious to observe the lame crimes, and the 
am« ertun, reourring again and agaio in the hislorr of man, 
and producing the *aaie in e0«ett; Withont the nample oc- 
oationiiigthe riighteitaBMtioraliaiu.' The Tenettcn*, thai 
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The GAR^■ATTo of Count Mellerio, the anciptit villa 
of the family De Verri, whore the Count Corlo de 
Verri so long occupied himself in improving the old 
■jstem of agriculture, recalls something of the 
Hawkstone of Shropshire. There are also many other 
1«Uhs in the immediate neighbourhood, which are 
|MVfi ef th« wealth and progresjire refioement of 
' Maoy even of the Mcond rank, and 
■M'A'few shopkeepers, hare their casiuo. One of 
tte prettiest villas upcm the lake of Como, has bees 
AniBded Qpon gatue and wire ; and the gardens 
&«TKshionable Modlsta are quite as much admired 
as her caps and bonnets. 

The Royal Villa of Mo^■^A, anil the celebrated 
Cathedral, with its morf crown of Lombardy, are 
objects which, being seen together, are naturally 
united in the recollection. Recent travellers have 
spoken so lightly of having gone to Monza to ^'■seethe 
iron crown" that we conceived the visit a thing of 
course, open to all strangers in the common routine 
of sights. We found, on the contrary, that to obtain 
permission to inspect this relic was a matter of in- 
terest and of tinn! ; and we owe it to the Count St. 
Julien, the Grand Master, through the Count Con- 
faloniA-e, that we at last obtained an order to see the 
(AjeGt of so much 'ambition, so often disputed bj 
cbdMUtlng eiBjierors, and so lately seized one 
who had no parallel among his imperial predecessors. 
The order was signed by the Grand Duke, and coun- 

proCting by the false policy of tiie Luccese, raised tlieir ma- 
nufacture to such a poiot, that it produced to the stale 
Soo.ooo ducats.per aanum. In the same maDaar Europe took 
advanlag* of Loirii the Fourteenth'! fttal edict of ffanti. See 
I%BUire de Venise, par Daru. 

'toL. I. 17 
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Cersigned by the Govenior of Milan t and it was dis- 
patched the night before onr viiit to &s Chapter of 
MoDza. 

The PoKTA NiiovA, the gbannaviguo, and the pretty 
village of Greco, with its fine frescos by Luiao, lead 
to the town and Duomo of Monza, both of great auti- 
qaily. This cathedral was of great importance ia 
tiie fenrteenth century; and the town has been lately 
dignified wttii the title of dty, by the present Emp&r 
Tor, in honoor of that crown be has so recently re- 
gained. Notwidutaadingitt new s^Ie and title, and 
the silk manofactory it coataiiu> we fennd- MoDsa 
dreary and silent; and its great square in front of the 
cathedral, grown with grass, markied how much the 
Arine of the saintly and royal Tbbodoukda, the famed 
and most popular of Lombard Queens, was now 
neglected by the descendants of her ancient subjects. 
The Duomo, externally gothic and venerable, is, 
within, still more impressive and antiquated. The 
relics of the barbarous taste of the bassi tempi were 
visible in the sculpture, tracery, carving, and frescos, 
which covered the wall?, pillars, altars, and shrines of 
this most venerable edifice. 

We were received at our entrance by some of the 
chapter, appointed todothe honours by the arahducal 
mandate. The canon who conducted us, having left 
us in ihc church, retired to robe for the ceremony, 
and returned in grand pOTUificalibm, preceded by a 
priest with a wax torch, aiul some chenci in their 
white short surplices. This little procession, as it 
issued from &e aisles, seemed a living iUnstratton <^ 
some of the sorronoding basso-relievos, particularly 
one where an archlushop of Honn carries the crowif 
to the second bosband of Queen^heodoliDda, 'Wbeg 



Digitized by Google 



LOHBAKDT. igS 

they arrived before the shrine of the iron crown,' 
which is contained in a gigantic cross suspended over 
the altar, the priests fell prostrate; the sacristan 
placed a ladder against the cross; ascendeJ, opened the 
shrine, and displayed the treasure in the hl^i^e of the 
torch-light; the priest below filled the air with vo- 
lumes of odorous vaponr, flung from silver censers; 
and Dothingwas visible but the blazing jewels, illumi- 
nated by the torch , and the white drapery of the sit- 
crutan, who s«emed sospendfld in mid air. The efi^t 
wasmoitsingalar. Atliut the incense dissipated, and 
the cross closed, the sacrbtan descended, and tlie 
canons shewed us a mock crown in imitation of the 
reaf, that we might judge of the details, and of the 
size and value of the gems. Since the usurping hands 
of Bonaparte last violated this most legitimate of re- 
lics, no human touch has sullied its lustre ; for it is 
remarkable that the Emperor of Austria has abstained 
from any repetition of the ceremony of the usui-per's 
coronation. 

When Napoleon resolved on crowning himself with 
the most ancient of feudal diadems, he gave to the 
ceremony all the splendour, and all the imposition, 
of which it was susceptible. His journey to Milan 
was like the triumph of a Roman Emperor; and the 
forms, processions, etc. arranged for the occasion, fill, 

' La Corona r'errea receivei its appellation from an iron 
rinR conlaincd within ils circlet of pure gold. This ring was 
made oC the nails of [he cross of Chmst. 

St- Helena, (he ninther of the Emperor Cooslanline of 
"sagro ardore,'' says Ihe historiographer of this relic, herself 
collected the naile in Jemsalem, which she sent <o her Im- 
perial mu Hov they desc«nded from the Greek Emperor to 
the Lombard Qaeen, doei not ippearj .biit (be baqueat by 
TbeodoUiida to the ratbedml is an hiitorie fiMt, . 
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in their description, a toleraWy thick volume. Tlic 
decorations, frora the royal palace to the cathedral of 
Milan, wlicre the coronation took place, occupy many 
pages. The procession \\liich conveyed the crown 
from Monza was suigular ; it was led by a guard of 
honour on horseback, a corps of the Italian guards.; 
a carriage contained the mimicipality of Monia ; ano- 
ther followed with' the workmen employed to remove 
the crown ; the canons, the syndic, and the AttciPBBTE - 
of the cathedral of Idonza, sncceeded;a&d last, came 
a carriage with the Master of the Ceremonies of the 
Imperial Conrtjbefaing the crown onavelTetcusfaion. 
Tvrentj-£ve' of Bonaparte's old guard snrronnded 
tiie honoured vehide^ The crown was. received in 
Milan with a saWo of artillery, and the ringing of 
bells ; and at the portal of the cathedral, by the Cbi>- 
dinal Archbishop of Milan, who bore it through the 
church, and deposited it on an altar, ^e gnards 
watched round it during the night. 

All kings are actors, and love drainatic representa- 
tions; but none of them knew the true stage effect 
like the " Usurper; " nor applied it more frequently 
to the fo51y, vanity, and cullibility of their subjects. 
At the period of this ceremony, many of the republi- 
can Bonaparte's old friends and counsellors, who had 
assisted him in getting up -U ballo del Pope" vere- 
living in Milan ; but they were not invited to astist 
at the coronation. 

The royal villa of Monza is not far from the town. 
It is a|^roached by a noble avenue, lined with fine 
trees. The gardens, park, and hot-houses (so rare 
and new in Italy) filled with ihe productions of New 
HoLUHD, are all fine, and were laid out the late 
government; so that, on the retni^u of the Anstriana, 
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they found their old dreary villa no longer cogni/.ible, 
as the spot where the Grand Duclif-s Bealriue ivas 
wont to hold her Tarocco parties, and pass her impe- 
rial villeggiaturas. The palace has beea as much 
improved as the grounds : it was the favourite resi- 
dence of the Viceroy Eugene ; and it has ,all the ele- 
gance and accommodation of St. Cloud. The new 
theatre, and the beautiful rotunda, painted by Ap- 
piani, forcibly contrast, by their taste and splendour, 
with the heavy remains of the ancient building.' 

' For an account of ihe hospllals of Milan, .md Hig Malson 
de Force, see Appendii on the Stale of Medicine, where the 
gimilBT eitablUbineiit« of the principal towni of Italy are 
eolleot«d in one pmat af yitnr. 
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CHAPTER m 
lohbardt: 

The Austrian Government in Ilalf, under Maria- 
Thebesa — under JosEPHifie Second — under Leopold, 
—The French Invasion. — Provisional Government 
of Milan. — Due de Mei.zl. — Army Italy. — Ita- 
lian Republic. — Kingdom of Jialj'. — Court of the 
Vicercff, Prince Eugene. — Reformation of Man- 
ners. — 1814. — Fate of the Army of Italy. — Resto- 
ration. — Lombardo^f^cnelian Kingdom. — Anec- 
dotes. — Genius of the actual Government of Lom- 
banfy under the jiustriatts.—jiulic Ccuncil. — 
Conclusion. 

It has been &e fashion 'to consicier the Empress 
Mariar-Theresa, as one of those soyereigns, whose 
talents have disttngoished them from the com- 
mon herd of princes. Her efforts ia EiTOur of her 
Ilalian subjects have acquired for her even the 
reputation of a rojal reformer. As the mother of 
many sovereigns, n'hose characters and views have 
considerably influenced tlie political events of the last 
fifty years, and as a potentate whose personal in- 
terests plunged Europe in a long series of sanguinary 
profitless wars, Maria-Theresa will occupy a consi- 
derable space on the canvass of modem history : yet 
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an intiipate study of her character, her means, and 
her actions, shews this powerful queen to have been 
but an ordinary woman.' Her talent" was her am- 
bition, the inheritance of her birth, and the habit of 
her domestic <>ducation; without she would have 
remained in that obscurity in which so many other 
rulers are buried, or from nrhich they are only res- 
cued by the dates of dieir own court caleadars,. 

" Where dunce tbe secood reigns like dunce the firsl." 

A rohust constitution, and much personal beauty, 
were among the elements which formed the cha— ■ 
racter and influenced the eveats of her life : thff 
one conferred upon her that stubborn nerre which 
passed for heroism ; the other, that female ascendap^ 
which aided her cabinet intrigues, and gave her a 
superadded taste for supremacy, satirically ascribed to 
all pretty women, who <* would be queens for lifo:" 
both served her hi her struggles for empire. 

Her education was such as a Genuan court could 
bestow upon one destined to reign in pure, unmised, 
and unquestioned despotism. Called in from her 
childhood to the council-board of her father, the 
subtility of political intrigue was the earliest direc- 
tion given to her young mind; and a conviction of 

■ A nnmbcr of rojal sentimentalities have been got up in 
French memoirs, for this "Mire de la patrie.^ AmoDg 
others it is related, that, leeiog a poor fantily at the gatea of 
lier palace, she sent tiiem down her ^nner, and " ne se nour> 
Ml que lies larmes qa'elU ripondit." ThiB was in the year 
tlut elie entered into a oonTeDtian to jtniMBiber unhappy 
Poland, Tbe tears she then wmed to flow, might biiTe,^ 
her for the rest trf her Ufe. 

* See ConV flaw* of Anuria. 
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boundless and clivlne-righted power, was llie (irst 
principle, as it was the last sentiment, of her exis- 
tence. Whatever talent she possessed, (and it was 
much less than has been attributed to her,) arose 
from the concentrated and deep-seated selfishness, 
thus naturally and artificially impressed upon her. 
Her passion tot undivided role was such, that her 
husband, her cbildrffli, her conrtiers, all but the fa- 
vourite minister ' of the day, were as moch her slaves 
as the lowest of her vassals. To the last Eonr of her 
life she treated her sons as secret enemies, because 
they were erentually to be her successors ; and she 
reduced her husband to a state of dependence and 
insignificance " in his own conrt, that finally rendered 

' The calibre of ihe ministers of Ibe good old times is evi- 
denced in Kaunili, the soul of Maria-Tbi'i'esa's council. Her 
IDDS found bim so InefHcient, so opposed to all reform, lhatfae 
w»8 thrown aside as one whose views were wholly inappli- 
cable to the apirit of the age^ and he was condemned to obli- 
vion with the title of Chancellor, " a sound ligni^ng notlung." 
In ■ conference with the King ik Priutia, Leop<^ said to bim, 
"Taimon Harttherg," (a mioUter of Frederick WilliRm,) 
" «tle Soi Prutwe ton Kauniti : 3 fauc les ecarler I'un tt 
" eaam." 

*Tba character of this Kmperor by a contEmparary sove- 
rwgn ii still more amusing : " L'Empereur, qui o'osait w 
m^ier det affaire* dii gouvernemenl, se jets daos celles du n^- 
goce. Ii m^Qageait lous les ans de grosses sommes de ses re- 
venus de Toscane,* el les faisait vslotr dans le commerce. 11 
diablissait des manufactures, il prila sar gages. 11 eetre- 
prit dea livraisoM d'unifonnes, d'anues, de cheraus et d'ha- 
bits d'ordnananee pour tonio Vaxmta imptfriale. H avail 
prii it ferine lei donanet de la Sau : et an I'annrie 1766 il livra 

■TiiMDj b*d falltD, OB (be dtith oTOw lut artbalEcdid, M the hooM 
•f Lorraim, of wfalik (bt ImiUBd ef Mni>-TlUr«u«ii Ife* oUef. Jtwn 
■Bri^tt^UibthaT lhilL(i>paldwi>GnailDa]»*f TiAcnri and tb* 
Dttcfaj is BBW bmNBi the Halacf Ibt Hcvod nn of ibi laferi*! heoi*. 
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hiiu an object of ridicule and of pi^ to. his coartiers, 
and a subject of coarse but good-Jiuiiioiired popularity 
to the people, whom he resembted in , bis fate and 
habits. The edocatton wfaicb.she gave to her daagb- 
ters, came oat in the course of their reigns in fo- 
reign states. The fatal ioSaence vhich the Queen 
of France exerted over the court of Versailles, and 
which banished all that was best from the councils 
of the King; the conduct and adventures of the 
too famous governess of the Low Countries, Marie- 
Christine; and the dark deeds of that fearful Queen, 
whose name in Naples is never breathed but with 
a shudder, are proofs of her system which already 
belong to history. To the preservation, of her vast 
estates, she sacrificed her natural aifections, her scru- 
ples of conscience, her dignity as a queen, and her 
honour as a gentlewoman ; ' and, aspiring to the re- 

m^me le fourrage et la farine a I'armee du Boi de Prusse, qui 
^lait en guerre contre I'lmpdratrice son Spouse." OCuvm 
Post, da B. de ProMe, I. 3^T)ie PrinM de Lipie Uy» of Ufa 
court of Hiria-ThereM, Hial-it bad " I'lkd'tiiMOtUMiM, on 
d'oD caaTent;" and of the education of her lOQa, that it wai 
" comme celle de bien Aes souverains," " n^glig^e a force 
cHfitre anigoee. On leur apprit tout, eiceple ce qii'ils iloivent 

■ EnglamJ, alwajs the Cai-aliere paganle of Continental wars, 
forgets the eamf eitorled from her to place the orown of the 
empire on Maria -Theresa's hrows. The house of Hanover 
slill felt themselves her vassals; and George the Si-cond, 
hnr [irofessed champion, wasted the blood and IreasurRs of 
his Bubjerts in her soi.port. Wiicn her secret alliance wilh 
her natural enemy, I'l ance, and her black Irearhery and 
base ingratitude to England, were diECovered, nol only Eu- 
rope,' but her ovrci drowsy capital, her slavish court and 
timid childran, roie againit Jier. Her sldest daughter, the 
AbbeiR of ClagiDfurlhr r^roaobed ber in open tennt. Her 
aOB louph dainandedt what ftith (he could place in Fraoea, 
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putation of prudence, discretion, and fidelity to her 
marriage yows, she became the associate of one of 
the most abaadoned of her ses.* At the end of her 
longaod powerfiil reign, the personality of her ob-* 
jects became evident in- the remits of her misrule. 

who had BO ofteD deceived her ; and for thu remonilraDce ha 
was banished from her presence. Eten the pedlar, her 
husband, stood up in couDcil, when her correspondence with 
Madame de Pompadour was first revealed to him, and left it 
in inHignalion. She soon, howeTer, felt the loss of English 
guioeas^ and, when her resntiTCes failed, she ivas heard to 
lament tlie loss of Engtish ciilUhilitj'. Then, however, Eng- 
land had another royal pensioner upon her hands : Frederick 
of Pruirit WM at that tima, by trcatj, receiving from the 
court of London an annual subridy. Dearly equal to that 
which had assisted Maria-Therm to resist the pow^ of 
Europe L 

' She began her letters to Madame Je Pompadour, "Ma 
Princesse el Cousine. " Kaunilz reproached her with this 
fiiiniliarily with a kept mistress ; she replied laughing, " It'ai- 
je pas flattd Farinelli ?" (FBrinelli was ministre de poche to 
Philip the Fifth, bj whom he was taken from the Opera stage, 
and to whom he sang the same song every night for fortj 
years.) The project of Maria -Theresa's alliance with France 
was dlscrifi.'^ed and conducted at Bahiole , the maison de plai- 
sance of Ihe royiil c™c.ibine. Tiie council consisted of Ma- 
dame df FompLiiour, llernis, her crpi.tuin, aiui Hie Count 
Slaremberg, a?; plenipolenliary from Vienna. The marriage 
of Harie- Antoinette of Auilria with the unfortunate Dauphin, 
afterwards Louis the Siileenth, was the last act of iVIfldaaie de 
Pompadour's reign. 

Shortly after the succession of Madame du Barri, Choiseul 
was dismissed, D'Aignillon became minister, and Francs 
abandoned Austria for Prussia ; but the death of Louis Ihs 
Fifteenth changed Ihe phasis of all the cabinets of Europe; 
D'Aiguillon and hia Bystem Ml together, and Haurepas beiHune 
the mhuiter of Louia tlie-Siitesnth. Snob iv the boasted sta- 
Mllty of har«dilaryinonarahy ! and sqeh the wiadom ol des^ 
polie eonnoili 1 Under tha ^attn ctf Madame de Fompadow^ 
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For, having l>een, during her proIoDged life, perpe- 
tually engaged in foreign wars, (the fruits of her 
insatiable ambition,) occupied with cabuwt intngaes, 
and engrossed by wily mimsters or r^l^nijw 
rites, she left her states, as to fntcUfli^BSal ■tftKjf^lllir 
cal impniTemait, Just as she fotv^d^Mbj^^ '^^o finifc^ - 
gary aiid in AwOna, the feu^1^)[MMM^^4U^: > 
unpnrity at' tbt latter ei^ of thjji ^lg^^ ^'iilL^^ 
boning of flie twelfth cento*r~ '^'^''rals^S**!^^ 
poor, oppressed, and miserable ; the n(Kwf> 'Wi^^^ k 
tain privileges and powers, were corrupt,' ignimAK^ 
and superstitious; the clergy wealthy, influeim^ 
and domineering.. The idea of representation hatl 
never suggested itself; a free press was unknown ; 
and the goveniment of this empress was then mould- 
ed, as that of her grandson now is, upon the model 
of that of Algiers ; with the sole modifications which 
the knowledge of neighbouring states, and an illumi- 
mition not ils own, may have forced upon its unwil- 
ling councils. 

The adversity which clouded the last years .of 
Maria-Theres^^.Wat ,|HU«%el}: kiunni to Iwr, ,bat 
through the m^m.^i^^»iS^. .. Sanwa^ j^ 
veteran conrtSwisia^ Jrttetrit, it i^^wlldh^^ 
she remained ignorant of the deplorable sitaafaMt to 
^Aich her people were reduced, till ,tbat moment 
vhen calling for oioney, her snhjects }uid only their 
blooct to ofier ; — it was then that necessity produced 
those reforms, which acquired her so glorious a Mr- 
it was tlic fjshlon in France to celebrate the i-irlues and lalents 
of Maria-Theresa ; and Louis the Fifteenth, in his parc-aax- 
cetfi, declared that he revered her for her pietjr, in pro- 
portion «s be debuted the Kins of Prassia/>r Air miffaff^np- 
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potation. The angmentatioo of supply was impe- 
rioady necessary : the sources of popular contribu- 
tion irore exhauste<E; the pei^le bad given their last, 
antt she turned to her nobles , and her priests, and 
both in Italy and in Austria, attacked at once their 
wealth and their privil^es. While thus plundering 
her rick arislocraey, she began to tallt ot her poor 
people; but privileges annulled, and abbeys sup- 
pressed, increased the auoiber of malcontents, rather 
than acquired popularity for the imperial innovator. 
Her reform had come too late : her subjects saw, in 
changes so long 'deferred yet so hastily adopted, thp 
temporary expedients of a bankrupt, rather than the 
beneficent intentions of a humane and enlightened 
sovereign. Death, however, impeded the accom- 
plishment of her designs; and lier son and successor, 
Joseph the Second, with other means and other views, 
was all that she had affected to Lc, 

On the demise of his father, Joseph felt that -the 
mother who had harassed his youth, and- had held 
him in humiliating absence from all pitUie afikirs, 
even then placed but a barren sceptre in Iu» hand. 
To avMd the insigniliciint position of a msrt.TWfr^ 
senting sovereign, he fled from his own coiut, and, in 
the character of a private gentleman, vuited most of 
'tiie o^r states of Europe. . Knowledffe acquired by 
jftMlil^Ke , operating npen ikatif e energy a&d sen— 
if^i^' dissipated the ilhisiens of a royal education, 
awakened human sympathies, and called forth that 
sentiment, so nobly breathed in the despotic court 
of his unfortunate sister, " that the greatest possible 
happiness was to reign over a free people! " The 
misfbrtune of such a prince was, to be placed at the 
Jiead of a degraded and hett^ed people^ for whom 
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hii ^iik»(^j WH too advaiiced, and bis views too 
elevated, .^tfitilt was, tlie having taken a royal 
. t9,:^]^SMmn^ tbort cat to aotioiMl 4'egeiieration, 
IfiiUiyiifeH^ pure intentioa, still smacked of 
^Ifff^^f: bis own inqpatknice, he looked more 
to toe ettii than to the means ; and he disdained to 
pander to the bigotry it was his vocation to destroy. 
By the people he was not understood ; by the ncMe 
ud the priest he was perfectly comprehended. They 
saw his aim, and combined to turn it on one side, to 
save their privileges and preserve iheir power. They 
saw him attack the church, by invalidating the papal 
bulls, if not transmitted through his own government. 
They beheld him destroying aristocratic influence, by 
meeting the antiquated and corrupt law in all its de- 
linquency ; and suppressing the numerous and petty 
tribunals, which made the power of the few, and de- 
pressed the many: in a word, they saw him boldly 
encounter the abuses of feudal government, and begin 
that system of. mdie^ x^Tm., n^ioh tiie Frtnch re- 
volution afterward a4afSBClt^nt«o«U not complete. 
Those of his acto which eicited tiiegmlait boatili^, 
best prove bi> wiidoai and bamanity. Snch were his 
decrees of 1761, graating the free cimise of v 
ship to the Greek and Protestant dure^ ; -|| 
Tioosly had bees treated' tliron^^t.>!^.«ds 
the GaAidio of InaW sUU are hj^ l ^ 
vemment. He gave to all ChriitianSr of vi 
sect, equal rights ; he opened the schools and u 
sities to that long-suffering race, the Jews — the Jews, 
BOW persecuted, robbed, and murdered in Germany. 
To these great works, which were meanl^^i^vaneOi 
if ha*l7 strides, the cause o£ refsrmatioo and faoma- 
mtfr lu ad^ others, all faeaong tnrsrds the atnne 
v<tt. r. . >" -fft 's 
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end.- Be founded oollegei and libraries where his, fa- 
thers h^ raised convents and shriaes; he had the 
Bible translated into the vulgar tongue (hitherto 
withheld from the Imovledge of the people] ; fae took 
the Ijtmiry censorship oi)t of the hands of the priest* 
hood; he abolished the Droitt Seigneuriaux and the 
Corvie , and rendered taxation, equal ; and though he 
centred all power in the hands of the soreretgn, this 
exclusive supremacy promised erentnallf to become 
but a stepping-stone to a free government. For a 
people taught lo know Iheir rights, rarely remain long 
without acquiring ihein ; while, in Ihe first epoch of 
a violent change, concentration begets unity, without 
which no revolution in laws and government can 
succeed. 

But what was the result ? and what was the 
reward of these voluntary efforts of a prince in fa- 
vour of his long-oppressed people?— what statues 
like those of Amadem of Savoy ! of the Louises of 
France ! the Francises of Germany ! did aristocratical 
servility, or popular gratitude, raise to his gloiy ? 
Joseph the Second, the patriot prince, the patron of 
letters, died of a, brokm heart i unhononred hj en« 
trophy, unhmontedJ>y6ne laureate el^y! The Pope, 
the priesthood, theprinces and nobles of Germany and 
ttf Lombardy, united against him \ the ignorant and 
bigo ted pet^lebelievedhim the avowed en^y of their 
religion ; and, instructed by the higher classes, they 
cried out the nameof "Maria-Theresa!" in the streets 
of Milan, lo testify their aversion to her successor. In 
Vienna, under the very windows of the emperor, the 
more brutal Austrians, in a coarser dialect, exclaimed, 
^Let-him die?" (or, more literally from the Geiv 
DHM^ '^J^et him bprst!-") He expired, catching to 
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the last these terrible execrations, aod suing to be 
permitted to die in peace.' 

His brother, the Grand Duke Leopold^ falsely, 
perhaps, accused of being less sincere, thougb. not 
less intelligent or enlightened, was called from his 
little slate of Tuscany, ( in the moment when be also 
laboured for reform,) to rule the empire, and to 
witness the results of his brother's unayailing efforts. 

More, politic, more temporising, and less petulant 
than Josepb, Leopold gradually yielded, against the 
suggesttoQS of his better reason, to the torrent Of 
influence and pinion. Tha Hungarians demanded 
back ^tat dungeons, and their oU rusty crqwn of 
St: Stephen— Itadge of th«r Antiquated slaveiy. 
The nobility Austria and of Lombardy called for 
feudality and vassalage ; and the priests instigated 

'Whea be was dyinj;, the Cardinal Archbishop, who was 
performiog the lait offices of the church at liis bed-side, is 
said to have refused him abiolutiou, until he rescinded many 
ofhisactsj and having obtained much from the impatience 
and weakness of the expiring sufferer, he went to the balcony, 
and lo appease the people, proclaimed the emperor was absolv- 
ed, having reversed his former decrees made in their favour: 
the slaves shooh their chains in triiiniph, and he was permit- 

The eulogium of Ibis prince has been frequently made hy 
the only two contemporary sovereigns who had either talent 
or common sense— Frederick of Prussia, and Catherine of 
fiussla. Speaking of Joseph to the Prince de Ligne, Frede'- 
rick asked him, *' .^mz-miu enlendu ee tpt'il m'a dU de la 
libtrU de la presie et data gine 'd«i eoluei«nc«t?-^S jr nttrs 
been de la d^irenee entre tui el tout tes boiu aaeitres /*— he- 
might han added, or hi* iatnudiate potterity. CiTBOum 
said'of him to the Prinoe de Lipie, " ]P'otre toaporaa tt on 
esprit lourne toajours dueSti defutilil^i rieiidt'Jiii'oleilant 
sn tAe, il est commc /WtWe-Gwnf."— Lettrei da Pr^uoa de 

Us,.. 
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both. Th« Emperor, ere he finally yielded to either, 
struggled to rescue some amelioration for the un- 
happy peasantry, in obtaining for them the right 
of possessing a Utile land, unalieiiabiy theirs ; and 
he was refused. The Loiv Countries ( iviiich had so 
long opposed the Eiuperor Josepli in liis attempts lo 
lessen tlie power of the Pope and the priesthood, and 
lo diminish the inordinate wealth of the hundred 
and fifty Flemish ahheysj, reclaimed tlieir , anrient 
abuses , and returned to the systems protected by 
Maria-Theresa. Leopold, after a vain resistance, 
yielded back his empire to that degraded slate in 
vhicfa it existed under his mother— in which it BOW 
exists under his successor. As he had coiscided with 
the opinions, so he shared the fate, of his nnfortanftte 
and illiutrioiu prcdoussor. The little interest he look 
iu the congress of kmg8,aiul the coalition against the 
French republic, excited a suspicion' that he tampered 
with the faith pledged to the nobles and the priests : 

' Ht^ knew tJud hit sister, the Queen ofFrmce, wts aeeuMcl 
o( hi:in|^ at iVie licad of hq Aiialriun conspiracj lo operata a 
euunter revotution, at Ihe moment that her liusbaiid bad 
pleil(jed bimself to abide bj the government alreaJjeslablisbid) 
and ho feared lo expo.se lliat [irincess to Ihe vengeance of a 
aation already infuriuled. — See Coice's House of Austria. 

When Leopold was forced lo enter the confederacy, ha did 
it with a sang froid noliced by Brissot, in bis famous speech 
to.tba Ipgislative ascembly.* During this emperor's interview 
irith the Kiag of Prunia, at Klniti, the Count d'Arloii 
anind, to arge thoM faiMliUtiM which produced all the fotal 
eonsequaneMthat Mlolired. TherepreMotationiaf tbeFreaeh 
prince easily inflamed the imagiiiatiaB of Frederick Williaiii) 
but it was found most difflcidt lo cooqwcr the MpogBaua td 
Ihe Emperor Leopold ; and it Wat obIj by rnlarated inpor- 

* "L'Einpcrcur, ronime PrioM, TRitli piii— csonu Enpamt. it a 
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they had more hopes of his son-, who HW not, like 
his father and uncle, bred in the whool of humilii^ 
tion and subjection. In the prime of life andhed^ 
Leqwld died suddenly, and in agonies, being seized 
with an illness on drinking a glass of lemonade, at the 
house of a noble, whom he had honoured with hia 
society. He reigned but a single year, and was 
succeeded by his son, the present Emperor of Austria^ 
Francis the First, 

The history of these two short, eventful, and most 
singular reigns, exhibits the most melancholy and 
awful phasis of political society that humanity can 
present — a people who have so far forgotten the 
blessings of liberty under an oppressive government, 
as to shrink from its recovery. It teaches also that 
most important fact in politics, that kings who lavish 
privileges cannot give rights ; it is the people that 
must take them : — that sovereigns who can bestow 
honours cannot ingraft constitutions j it is the people 
that must demand them. But though the philan- 
thropy of Joseph the Second failed to correct in a few 
years the, abuses of many ages ; though he died the 
victim of disi^iointed hopes, too imprudent^ urged 
to a prematare wxosnplishment, his protection of 
letters and of science, his souiety to difinse know- 
ledge, his reiterated attacks upon bigotry, still had 
their slow, sure, and due effect in his Italian donu^ 
nioQS, — upon a people, whose native ingenuity, 
though latent, was never extinct. 

TowAios the latter end of the eighteenth century, 
the genius of Nordwm Italy sfoned suddenly to 

tunitiw, and alnnt by fbrGe, that be wm prevailed on ta 
»ipi the dsditation of tbs enuadiDg kingi of tha aigbtcniih 
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burst forth Kke a MottMRc Mplosion. Wkil« Ae aW 
nobles of Milan were ropporting Wftl* all tlw 9iMrgf 
tbelr eliminate iuAaU had l«ft th«ai, th« abates (rf 
anti^nitf , jAilwophy anJ Wit w*to efwidy attoekin^ 
Aem: Becuwa prochiced bis inVatosMr woA « 
*f Oimes raid Pmshmem;" Aitnmt, Itis ** TTi'ran* 
tilde/" PwBWi, bis " Giarno;" ani the talent of 
bombefdj united to publish the admirable " Cafi," 
a periodic^ work, which attacked in gross, whaB 
indiyidnal ability had assailed in detail. The Verri 
(tn tlieinB<!W« a host in tlie cause of truth) and the 
Carli were aoded by the Tissots, and the Franks, in 
awakening a passion for science ; and the jouth who 
attended their courses, caught lights from their pa- 
triotism and genius, which rendered " visible th« 
darkness" of iheir own fathers ; who were plotting 
in the salons of the Archduchess Beatrice, to coun- 
teract the wise measures of the eminent men, whom 
the Emperor had placed at the head of the Italiaa 
administration. Surrounded, On his armal in MilaB> 
by men of letters and of talent, and milled by 111* 
Kghts of,^ figff, whiclr he ittistoolt for the iaiprm»- 
xa«otof d^^,2sk;^:tra8at a loss tg discoMr vrbere 
iWlied Attrietpi^aitflHft to-ht»mir, the ea«eiie» «f 
bis peace, taii die <Aislacte» to the welMwiBg at Ms 
Itaiiaa nilqeets. He found them- in the bosom ^bh 
own family, in the apartment of M» broHur, the 
iErchdake Ferdinand, and IrS ^te^in-laiw, tbe httH^ 
dnchess Beatrice, the delei:ated Govehnors of the Mi- 
lanese. The Archduke Ferdinand bore no resem- 
Mance to his imperial brothers, and had been less 
tried in the school of adversity ; because his youth 
sod nHdiocrity had placed him less witlati ikfi sphere 
of hta jealous mother's vigilant suspicions. Be ft* 
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maUed bin awvcantile ani nunluB bUMa*, is M 
hmliaAjm i* all his good qoalitiei : like the aid Em- 
peror, be loved tlie gossiping of bis court at boon; 

and oitly busied himself with conimercial speculation^ 
abroad. He was connected in all (be details of his 
business with army agents, and foiirriisseurs ; aiid 
he raised corn,' which he disposed of at tiie highesi 
price, even to the revolntionarj French, when they 
were marching to the gates of (he cipilal he governed. 
— His pleasures were debaucheries ; and all his pur- 
suits were opposed to that literary refinement which 
the favourites of his master and brother possessed, or 
affected. The Archduchess Beatrice, of the house of 
Este, daughter and sole heiress of the then reigning 
Duke of Mode^a, whose Dukedom was her dowry, 
held a considerable ascendancy in Lombardy, by her 
birth ; which she ripened into a more considerable 

' Wlien Ihe Frcnrh forces were almost reiluced lo famine, 
\a their tle^cmt on Ihe desert coash near Genoa, it Tvas the 
Archduke's graniiri^a thnt aurcoiired and supplied them. 
Some, hiiwever, suppose lhat this apparent stupidity wai 
deep policy — that lie saw Ihe course cients were taking, and 
endcavouicd lo provide for his own independence, uncon- 
nected wilh the fate of his hrother, ibe Emperor. In Miluo 
tt was ronftdenlly asserted, that both he and (he Archdiirhela 
had altemp(ed to ne^nliale with Bonaparte. To ooaoludi 
with Ihe dull subjects of ihMe vbservatiDiis: the ArohduLa 
fetdiniiBd is dead:r-his son, Beilrice, Ducbess of Hode- 
iM, is the pTMent Duke of Hodena, (made, it ii now ivport- 
■d, 1890, oommindeHn-cfaief in the Austrian expedilioB 
agamit napUa, kit oonsin, (he preiont Kmpenr.) The 
ArcMnekeH fiMtric* is now Duchess of Cmara (at least I 
tlwik tiiat is her tide] ; we saw her at FloreuM, tArra sb« 
w» in 1819, on a fiut to her nephew, Ihe Gnmd Duke of 
Tuioany, jmt a* stoat and as bustllDg as when she was head- 
ing a party against the literati of Milan and herbVoQttf- 
lfi-l>w Joseph Uie Sacend. 
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influence, hj the display of all those qualities so 
prised bj the old nobility. Replete with aristocri^ 
tical prejndice!, bigoted in atl the fullest force of the 
term, haughty and despotic, she beheld the remote 
dawn of social and political emancipation with a re- 
ligious horror, and opposed it with a pertinacity and 
virulence which resembled a religious zeal. With 
all tfaeprqudices and arts of her ses, she endeavoured, 
by manoeuvre and intrigue, to impede the march of 
that reform which her brother-in-law was labouring 
to operate by means the most prompt and open. 
From the co-operation of the court of Milan Joseph 
soon learnt that he had nothing to hope. To coun- 
teract its influence, he reduced the political power of 
the Grand Buke to a name, and a representation ; 
and placed the reins of government in the bands of 
Count Firmin. This most enlightened minister and 
benevolent man, during his short administration, had 
to struggle against the complicated intrigues and 
Uachiavelian policy which ccmtinaed to prevail in 
the petty courts of Italy ; and more particnlarly m 
the least of all little cpurls, that of Mo^a. Still 
he pursued his great course ; allied with all whom 
talent illustrated and principle ennobled in Italy: 
while all those whose personal interests were trodden 
on, and whose prejudices were shocked by his legis- 
lative wisdom and even-handed justice, grouped 
round the Grand Duke and Duchess in their retreat 
at Uonza, or their royal palace at Milan. 

Hot only the thunders of the pulpit, but the bolts 
of a still more formidable power were turned against 
the men of genins and liberality, who forwarded the 
iqeaturei of Count Finnin. Fashion, in the dull and 
cumbrous circle of Beatrice, strove to imitate that 
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ridicule vlucb the flimsy, but brilliant court of her 
sister-in-'Iaw, Marie-Antoinette, -were plajing off 
against snch men as Necker, Turgot, D'Alembert, 
and Coudorcet. The maudlin pleasantry of Beatrice's 
court had its effects The abolition of the torture, 
recommended by Beccaria, and adopted by the Em- 
peror, was voted supreme maiivais tort; the Verbis 
were made subjects of laughter; and the entrance of 
one of the editors of the Cafi into the Casino Nobile, 
or any society of rank, was the signal for every Other 
person to rise and leave the room. There was BO &* 
vour, no Tarocco, in the Royal Palaces, for thoH 
who sought the acquaintance of the literati; — and 
every man, whatever might have been his birth and 
previous habits, who cultivated letters, and professed 
Uberal opinionE, was exiled' from the Girotei of ranli 
and IMdmi of ki» native cenDtsT. Yet, in ^te ot 
ibii temporary re-action , the admirable 'gomi of 
Parini {il Giomo) was read with insatiate' aviditj'i; 
though it exposed the vices, ridiculed the follies, 
condemned the worthlessness of the upper classes 
The treatise of Beccaria was translated into every 
European tongue; and the then rising genernlion 
were gradually preparing to co-operate in that great 
change, which displaced the Ferdinands and the 
Beatrices, and shook to its centre that foul system, 
Tvhicli may for a moment re-assemble its elements, 
but which never can finally establish them in their 
primitive cohesion. 

As the progress of the revolution was observed di- 
recting its course towards the Alps, and threatening 
the CUnwe goTemment of Milan, every engine was 
set is motida te> impede its influence, and to preju- 
(Ucetbepe^eefLoiBbardy against its principles. All 
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the literary talent that could be commanded or seduced, 
was enlisted iti the cause of the enemies of reason. 
The Abbe Fontana -was induced to translate Arthur 
Young's dull book on the Freoch Bevolntiou. The 
Abb£ SoATE was commanded to -write a work againBt 
the habits and character of the French nation ; and 
he succeeded so well, that many oF the lover orders 
implicitly believed, (what he confidently advanced,) 
that in some parts of France, the men were' cannibals, 
and ate little children, as Italians swallow macaroni. 
The unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth was prayed to, 
as one canonized, niiracies were performed in his 
name in the Duomo, and such tales were daily echoed 
from the press, as could only lind credence from a 
people long excluded from every means of acquiring 
knowledge. But while many of the nobles, and the 
greater part of the common people, lent Jliemselves 
to every invention, and were agitated by all; the 
middle classes, the professional men, and many of 
the younger branches of the aristocracy, were pre- 
pared to range themselves on the side of the revolu- 
tion. Public opinion was rising from antiquated 
errors and hereditary prejudices ; the readers of the 
Cafi" the admirers of ALrmm, the disciples of 
GabU and Beccaria, had already declared for that 
change iHiidi annihilated lendat institutions in one 
of. the most enlightened states of Europe ; for they 
were too fiir from the scene of action to be shocked 
.1^ the events which retarded its progress and dis- 
figured its best acts. It was from the highest ranlu of 
Milanese society, that the pnrot, finnest, and wisest 
of the Apostles of liberty stepped forth to advance 
bannen; and th:e birthi vrealth, and virtues of 
the Duke de Jldd gave to his example -au influence' 
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of electric rapidity. Hated by the court, revered 
by the middle classes, his disinterested patriotism was 
acknowledged by all ; and every one thought belter 
of a cause which he had so waVmly espoused. The 
enlightened citizens of Northern Italy hesitated not 
to give vent to their long hroedingdiscontents| under 
the sanction of such a name; and readily einhrsced a 
party which he .and men like himself now openly ad- 
vocated. 

The catastrophe amroached; the French army de- 
scended the Alps, and, nnder the command of Bona- 
parte, became the Arbitrators of Austrian Lombardy. 
The words " libeny an4 equality " became the coun- 
tersign of the day. A provisional government, pure- 
ly Italian, was created nnder the name of" Am- 
ministrazione Generate" and the most distinguished 
men from Cremona, Mantua, Pavia, Como, etc. etc. 
were called to assist in organizing and completing it. 
TliC Due de Melzi was still the informing soul of all. 
He, wlio best knew llie precise state of civilization to 
■which his country had arrived, gave a character to 
the first free government of Italy, which it lost when 
deprived of his c(»iacil9 and preponderating iu-^ 
^nence.*' 

' When Bonaparte a^isumect the impRi-ial pnrplc, and Melzi 
saw the ^ipproachiag fale of Ituly, finding liims.'lf lUe dupe of 
tlio<« illusions in which I4apoleon had the art of irivolvirig all 
who admiretl him, he i rtired from allairs, and passed the last 
years his Ufe in piofound relirenient, in his beautiful viHa 
on the lake af Como. Although he was Induced to accept the 
-vain title of Grand Chancellor of the kiDgdom, he vras more 
jjilied than blamed ; and ho died lamented b; manj aod re- 
Tered by all. The young Duke and DuoheM, his ton and 
daaghter-iB'law, are amdeb of domestic viictue; and inherit 
naoch of Ibo affecliont of the people. 
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This goveromeot, thougli placed nnder military 
influence, and dependent with respect to the ijnposi- 
tion fonci^re, retained the nomination of all puMic 
en^lOjments, administrattTe and judicial, and what- 
erer could otherwise constitute an independent and 
national state. Among its first acts, were the aboli- 
tion of exclusive privileges,' and the forming a na- 
tional guard. Bonaparte took upon hfmself the crea- 
tion of the Ahhy of Italy I 

A career was now opened for every species of me- 
rit, Cesarotti, the elegant translator of Ossian, 
found the wild sorrows of Malvina a passport to poli- 
tical distinction. He was received with enthusiasm 
Ly Bonaparte, made one of the chiefs of the new 
governuienl, and afterwards created a Knight Com- 
mander, with a suitable pension to support his new 
rank ; a distinction quite adequate to the laurel crown 

< Ooe of the first aud wisest acts of the Dew governmeDl was, 
to prohibit ihe weariog of a stiletto, aad to make it penal to 
carry a knife. The accounts of asMsai nation in Italy have bean 
alwajs exaggerated. lo the Bortb of Italy the crime preTaikd 
innob less than th« aouth. Since the lappreisionof theimme* 
di*le muM oi •^t^ing in^ietaons bunti of vindiMivc 
patnoiUf anamnatiMi it dmosl nnkBovrn, or ocean u nrrif 
as in any' conalry of Europs. Hare murden are committed 
in ^iglandand Ireland («i the evidence of the public pipen, 
and tbe numerous and terrible executions that follow,) in the 
eonrM of a few montbs) than through the whole of Italy in m 
many years. For the truth of this assertion, I appeal to the 
British of alt parties resilient in Italy since the peace. 

The streets of Milan are so safe at night, that they are 
walked, even by foreigners, at all hours, with t£e same conii- 
dence as by day — there is indeed but little difference. Many 
of the Caf^s continue open, guitan are jingling, and diorusses 
unging slmoBt till dawn j aodin gna mooa-li^t nights whoAj 
thinlu of relirinf • ' 
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^ an Arcsdiui academy. Jkjigelo MasEB, hia friend^ 
in» called into noticaaiidcoiuidMationi-tlioiigh only 
known as the trandator ofALensid^s "P/ouifrer q/* 
Imaginaiim" and m-.^tio tMi of literary talents. 
W^flpifev^ fl>e atlimt^miaaif^ tb« rspi^li^ 
fiay>MiMiif^ii>-cKef.'^%pi|&u, ^ the Bums of Lom- 
bardy, held his letters patent of nobility ia hi« 
" GiOBNO," and found hh ^' peasant birth" no oI>- 
(itacle to political elevation. Notwithstanding his 
great age, he was afterwards made a member of the 
snpreme government of the Cisalpine Republic. 
Monti, in spite of his Bassvilliade, Aai the strict 
law in force against those who had written for the 
tyrants, composed patriotic hymns, and was forgiv- 
ea. Honours soon followed absolution, and the 
poet was distinguished by the new government, 
and created Historiographer by Bonaparte, who gave 
him a thousand louis-d'ors on reading his Bard of 
the Black Forest, and was ever after his enthusiastic 
admirer and liberal patron. ToELini^ Morosi^ a&d 
Brieslac, were invited to cantribate their talents to 
tlie sciences, and to be recompensed in proportion 
to their merit. Fontana, who was caught flying 
with his translation of "Arthur Young " under his 
ana, was brought back by Doctor Rasori, and pre- 
setttod by bim to Bonaparte, as a man of considerable 
science, learning, and talent. He was made a mem- 
ber of tht legislatire body, and otherways distin- 
gudiei- Even the Abbe Soave with his Anthropo- 
phagi book, who ran away on the first approach of 
the " cannibal " French, was invited to return, and 
promised not to be eaten. His calumny was first 
laogbed at, then foi^tten 1 bis translation of Homer 
and Gesner only were remembered and recompensed j 

TOt. I. 19 
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and lie was seated in the Professor's chair of Wo at 
Pavia, from which he was only remoYO^^by dAaUi.' - 
In 1799, the return of the Aiistrians to LombWy, 
ao4 die horrible re-action at H^les, perpetrated 1^ 
the m*igue8 of tfie Qaeen, assisted by the-Ei4[hA, 
changed the face of things in Italy. Death and eale 
became the order of the day. Sdwarow, at^ 
head of his Rosdon cohorts, was brought by the&n- 
peror of Austria into the Milanese, the FreaCfa were 
driven out of the Peninsula, and that unfortunate 
and lovely country was forced » to submit to the fate 
■which bathed lhe%oil of Poland with patriot blood, 
and nearly passed the sword of extermination over its 
capital. ' . 

In Jane 1800, the battle of Maresgo was fought! 
and the French once more beoune masters of Italy.^ 
The 6«ieral Bonaparte, had flirt been received at 
Milan as a conqueror : he was now wdopmed back 

' When we yiaited that fomODi Dniverrity, tho Aun wm 
still talked of, by the DMMof "flPaAwiwa Biw," fromlhe 
title of hU anti-jacobin work, La vera idea ifeUo 
afone Francese. ' 

'From 1799 to 1800, 

• ]hn»parte*i address to hia army, on the e»e of this nwma- 
raldfl balile, afi«r a feigned retreat, was as foUows : 

" C'«»t aToir feittrop 6e paa en araitee ; Is moment est venu 
, de faire irn pa* didrif Bii AViBT- SonTflnei-TOus que mon ha- 
bitude Bit de coucher ■Ur le diamp de hataille."— The night 
finished the combat, completed the rictory, and Bonaparte 
slept upon that Celd of battle where Disiix fell!— The tomb 
of Ihis irue hero is on the summit of lHont St. Bernard, where 
Bonaparte had funeral games cclebratfed in honour of his me- 
mory. The monks of St. Bernard still amuse the passing tra- 
Teller wilh details of these classic games, which gave for a mo- 
nentto ihnrcotiTent, the bnAle of a barrack and the gue^ 
9t a palawt 
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as a benefaclor ! The li'irst Consul of France was con- 
stituted . President of the Italian Republic ; and all 
Italy sent forth the best and bravest of her sons, lo 
replenish that army which had already given such 
hopes to the nation. 

The Milanese, during the middle ages, had heeti 
in Italy the Hotspurs of the. North;" but their 
spirit and llieir hopes were alike exhausted in fruit- 
less efforts of resistance against the combined armies, 
Spanish and German, of the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. From that period, hatred to their inexorable 
conqueror bad originated a sort of point of honour, in 
not bearing, arms under the banners of tbeir foreign 
masters ; but in time, this spirit, so noble in its priiH 
ciple, degenerated ; and those whose ancestors in the 
sixteenth century had, sheathed the sword, from pa- 
triotism and indignation, suffered it to rust, from 
habits of efilnninacy and indolence, in ihe eighteenth. 
The modern. Milanese nobility paid a voluntary tas to 
the Austrian govemment, to exempt them from mili- 
tary service ; for, to have served in the only two Ita- 
lian regiments then eiisting, the corps of Belgioso 
and Cf^ara, had long becoine a mark otroture to 
those, who thought 

" ThU it was great p!ty, so it w»s, 
That *illaiaoas saltpetre should be digged 
Out of the howeb of the harmless earth, 
Which many a good tall fellow had destroyed 
So cowardly." 

Yet a spirit thus partially stifled, never was wholly 
extinguished; and one of the most gallant monarchs 
of his day pronounced, in 17B9, an eulogium on Ita- 
lian courage. Joseph the Second, and Napoleon, had 
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but one opinion on the subject." The Milanese, no 
longer fearing to be sent to serve in the Crimea, or to 
be quartered in Transylvania — no longer shrinking 
uiider the upraised cane of an Austrian corporal, flew 
to arras at the first blast of the trumpet that sounded 
in the cause of Itahan independence. They needed 
no conscriplive force, hut mustered in voluntary le- 
gions, and organized themselves with a rapidity that 
astonished their French instructors. Three centu- 
ries of obloquy were soon forgotten ; and the Mila^ 
nese opposing the Imperialists in those fields where 
Barbarossa was defeated, recalled the glorious timea 
Undglorious cause, which Alessahihu. r«te to comme- 
morate. 

The Array of Italy, too often invtrfved ind ant' 
founded amidst the immensity of Imperial legions, 
■till made itself conspicuous among iU compeers : 

' 7o«eph, ipeakiag of hit Italian re^mentf and thdr b»U, at 
<h«a«ie of Belgrade, "J'ai iU, k mm attaque da fi^ 
grade, trit-flanleat de csnz doot on n's pM loojoun tu tirer 

napoleon omitled no oppoituoitj of teslifjing bia respect 
for die army of ilaly ^ iihilelo his Viceroy Eugene, on IheEon- 
trarj, it vfas saiil to be a subject of jealouiy and diapleaiure. 
The devotion of the Italian legions to their native leaders and 
oldest ofilcers. Generals Pino, Lecchi, etc. etc. left him no hope 
of thai military popularity of which he was so fond, and of 
TihicL, in the end, he proved himself bo unwoi thy. iMucii 
WHS done by the court-party of the Viceroy, and his French 
secretaries, tu crush the independence of the Italian army, 
and to produce di.'icords among its chiefs, but, in yaial It 
maintflined its spirit, unity, and devotion to the last. 

We were assured by officers of the highest rank, that, in a 
work called the "Hitloiy of the Camptiignt of Italy in iSi3, 
iSifi" the author bad been milled by the Prince Eugene, nn> 
der wbon dkfathm, fhey auert, it wai Written. 
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distinction marked its banners under the burning suns 
of Spain, and amidst the snows of Eussia. The bones 
of its heroes have whitened on every plain that wit- 
nessed the conquest or defeat of a force, which had 
become that of al! Europe : and from the first day of 
its formation till that sad hour, wlien, assembling 
before its final dispersion, it burned' its eagles, and 
scattered their dust on the wings of heaven, it con- 
tinued the subject of eulogiuia to its Imperial leader, 
and the pride and sduiratioa of that people whom 
it had redeemed firom ignonuay, and rescued from 
debasement.* 

' The Pint Co^nl of France, and President of the 
Italian BepnUic, beccnning Emperor, conld scarcely 
tail o£ obtuning the iron Ktown of Lombardy.^ In 
this step, the patriotism of Italy saw the destruction 
of its hopes ; while, in the ill-adTised union with a * 
daughter of Aostria, it beheld the downfall of Napo- 
leon, and the consequent return of that " Tedetca 
rabbia" (German misrule,) from which they had so 
recently escaped. 

But if the superior few lamented 4e present, and 
' A fact. Manf of the officer* awallowed the ashes, and 
swore never to serve but mider the baaner of Italian inda- 
pendecce. 

' Wliile the betrayers of this gallant army, ia 1814. seek to 
concf al tlieir owd crime, by calumniatiog tbeir victims, his- 
tory will reslore to it the trophies won by its arms, at Tilsit, 
Stralsiind, Lulzea, Catalonia, Arragon, Moscow, Fiumo, and 
ferrara. 

* The Milanese Government were desii-ed to deaurnd of the 
Emperor, the erection of tbs Republic into a King(loin( and 
the dei.in of the Conqueror of Europe at the head uf «o umbj 
nuUioni, wai, of oourw, aampUed irilh. This farce, at which 
tome wept at at a Iranedy, was pwfbrned at Lyons. Hnu, 
who Tn* indeed to take a part fai iX, wa* Received to the last. 
• " '9 
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foresaw the future evil, the many were reconcileil to 
a comparative liberty, and to a degree of prosperity 
which far exceeded their beat experience under their 
Austrian masters. 

In re-organizing the government, nothing that 
could soothe ' Ihe self-love of the nation was for- 
gotten, but its independence! — All the Italian mi- 
nisters were retained. The republican institutions 
were preserved in all their integrity. The admi- 
nistradon of^al^rs wai. demestiCf and cimcanis of 
Eonqnm importance onlj wett referred t« the 
council of th&Tnileries. Art, science, and raannffiv- 
tares received a new impulse'; apd 4U that eveqtoallj 
renders Uie liberty, of the press indispensable, conti- 
nued In floarish, at the moment that its Uhmiy was 
witkdrami. Itnu weie incoi^mities vlueh left N>> 
pOleoabnt"ia skmW £un grand homme" KoAyAai^ 
exhibit him endeaTOuring to perfect his splendid 
despotism, by sucK means as best educate the people 
for freedom. AAer all he has done, he stands ac- 
countable to posterity for retarding the great cause 
of human emancipation ; and before that great tri.- 
bunal it will be no plea, that he was enveloped by 
what was worst in the old system and the new, by 
the corruption of legitimacy and the profligacy of 
the revolution ; tliat his counsellors and his abettors 
were, a TALi.LvitA>D and a FoTJCiiL. It may be an 
excuse for his fall, that he was betrayed by both ; but 
it tales from the glory of his elevation, that lie used 
such agents and acted nnder sodi infiuence.* 

' Sfe Appendix, Uitan, H'. 9. 

■ Bonaparte-, <dacnie(l in trance in the tkaa of greatMt 
poLiticul corruptiiHi, kntiv nothing of dfil liberty as a prioet 
pie, and perhaps still less m a (eBlin>«Bt ; itMliBg up(U liA 
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Napoleon had made u splendid marriage for the 
Viceroy of Italy (his step-son Eugene iieauharoats) 
with one of the fair and virtuous daughters of the 
liouse of Bavaria ; and the court of Milan, gay as the 
youth and spirit of th^ young sovereigns could ren- 
der it, became exemplary from the dignified virtue 
and domestic equalities of the \'ice-queen ; and still 
more so from the distinguished ladies whom Napo- 
leon placed SFOuud her. Cedsbeism was discounter 
Bauc«d, at tmunter-revQlutioMry ; and Hieugli the . 
old ngiiBN<tf Milaneie gidlantrjr' could Bot bo over- 

during the reign of tmor, he confounded llie love of liberty 
Willi i^Kobioisiii, aii.l roislook Ilie abuses of the countei-revo- 
luiion. for Ih^ y/iVifof ll.c revnUitioii itself. A friend of file 
avllh..r's was present ^s-hen TulUyro,.,! (his evil Renins) suc- 
ceeded in persuading him fhc I'rench Here iirk of freedom, 
und sighed for their ancient deijjolism. As sonn as lie got 
command of the Italian uruiy, liij ;ilk-cte(l treat rqinHiioanisin, 
called the military nuder Aloreau, " les Messieurs.'' and hU 
own, "Citoj-ens," thongli Uirj alicady had assum.d all th*t 
embroidery and finery, Ibe forerunner of iheir corruplio»» 
and Moreau'a retained their original simplicity. Wiiea Gena- 
ral Murmoul waa sent homo from Italy to |irf»eiit to Ihe Direc- 
tory Iwentf'lwo standards taken in the Italian wars, the Re- 
publican BSsi'mbly [irespnled him a pair of plain pi.stiils : after 
the battle of Hohen Linden, the First Consul presented Moreau 
a ptir (rf pistoli let in diBmends. One tQeaos of corrupting 
Ihq RepKblioan wimw iw, BennitUng the chiefi to Uiy ooj^ 
■ O^ulifm. StiPrmbate alwaye refiuad to qvail himvelf of thit 
liceoccj bis probity and that of Deiaii became proverbial in 
Ihe army. 

' BoaapaTte endeavoured to bring matrimony intn fashio» 
in hil Italian dominions. In Ihe circle li«>lJ after his coroDB- 
tion, at imian, he turned to a laily of high rank, and asked 
her ivitli his usual hriisqncrie, ■' whei-e ^vas k=r lutsbBml?" 
Sbe ttplitd, ".'ll l,<>m,;i,re:' Co^a fa ?" (what ishedoinR?) 
She replied, drily, "/'i riieriCe," (Nothing.) " jC« nieiileH'a 
nUnte!" reiterated Bonaparte, contemplaouely — Senipre 
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turned with ihe same facility as its governments, yet 
decency was brought into fashion ; and its violation 
deemed as vulgar as a dinner all' Ambrosiana, where 
porridge and friuura macle the foundation of the 
menu. Rank was no longer the exclusive admission 
to a drawing-room, or to a royal hall ; and many a 
beautiful and accomplished cilladina then obtained a 
vogue even in the court circle, which the 'HochfursC- 
tichenDurchlniicktSy the high andjirst transparencies 
of the Austrian court at Milan, would now' refuse to 
the fenus de Medicis, if her claims to pre-eminence 
were unsupported by genealogical quarterings. The 
army of Italy was fighting bravely abroad, the gentry 
vere in^roving at home, and ^the class of small 
landed proprietors, Bpriogiag out of Uie new order 
of tlnngs, were giving a modification to the socie^ 
of Milan hitherto unknown, when the campaigns nS. 
i8i4 dianged all the political relations of Europe. 
The fate of Italy was peculiar. On the 1 7th of April 
1814, the Prince Eugene JBeauharnais, Viceroy of the 
Kingdom of Italy, aware of the spirit that actuated 
the army of Italy, adopted its views, declared himself 
its chief, and swore to share its destiny. On the aSd 
of the same month, the Italian army, unsuspecting 
and unprepared, was transferred from the command 
of Eugene to that of an Austrian general, the Count 
BelJegard ; and thus, like the country, betrayed, not 
conquered, it saw itself abandoned by a false, feeble, 
and foreign chief, who, urged forward to fortune by 

qaesto iiu1«detlo ftre DiFDle." (Alvays this cursed doii^ 
notlung.') He iniiited that all cirds of invitation should be 
wriU«n lo include the name of husband and wift — a Ihiog/or- 
■Mri/ nnkiMWD io Italj. , 

. .' An AiwtiiM title of respect, a* " your grace" ia En|laad. 
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tlic crenliiig geuiiiK that fostered liiin, leema scarcely 
to liav« ]]Ossesietl a (quality worthy of bis high dea- 
tioy' — save tliat of courage. 

The Army of Italy uow no longer esists : its 
force is reduced to a few spiritless corps, always 
watched and suspected by iliat government which 
has banished them to the wilds of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia, and only -yenn its them to serve £ar from 
their native land, and under GermaD diie& and Aus- 
triaa fuf^emea. But the great boc^ of that splendid 
armament, which BoBOparte, during die Spanish 
campaigns, was heard to c^I the tfrfe oFhie legions, 
IS now disaolv^. The popular leaders who still Bur- 
vive, are living in jwofonnd and ohscare-retiremnit ; 
the most distinguished officers are placed under ihe 
strict surveillance of the Police, and find even their 
domestic hearths, in the midst of their own capital, 
(garrisoned as it is with Austrian troops) no shelter 
against persecution and unfounded suspicion. We 
were ourselves witness to the indignities ofiered to 

' Eugene BeauharnaU, having surrendered ihe Italian army 
to Marechal BcUegard, fled precipitately from Mantua, and 
took refuge in Munich. In passing Ibrough the Tyro!, he ran 
considerable risk of being taken by Ihe inhabilanls, ivlio 
were iletermincJ to revenue upon him the deatU of Hofltr, and 
alio certain nets of power which he hsd eiercisei), in order to 
compel u rich heirtss to marry his aide-de-camp. '1 ht Austrian 
colonel, comtoanding the escort, under whose protection ha 
ventured to traverse the country, would not underlake lo save 
&iin, but by disguising him in the Austrian uniform, and eii' 
gaging bim lo travel without pauaing or exchanging a single 
word with the inbabitants. 1 give ibesa anecdotes as they 
were related to ine in Milan by the highest amlbority. One 
thing is certain and obvious, that JEugene Beauhamais bad 
failed to obtain the esteem, conGdcDoe, at admiration of the 
people Dvec whom be vias^kced, ^ 
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one of the most gallant of those gallant men, by a 
petty martinet in office, who, upon a most frivolous 
pretext, denounced him to the military commandant. 
It was owing to the cool, impartial enquiry of the 
superior officer, that one of the bravest cavaliers in 
Italy — one who had received wounds in almost every 
battle in Russia— did not hll -a victim, to nnfounded 
occnsation, got np ,to forward the jealausy or the 
dislike of th« accater. 

'In I8I4^ tbe kii^inn <rf Italy, vith ike titie of 
tbe Yineto-Lombard Kingdom, was placed unre- 
servedly under the rule and government of the Em- 
peror of Austria, by the Holy Alliance, which, going 
beyond the point of restoration, nearly doubled the 
possessions of the House of Austria in the peninsula. 

Montesquieu has said, in reference to the state of 
Europe in his day, " il est ^gal d'etre a un maitre 
ou a un autre." The Milanese were not esactly of 
this opinion : near twenty years of political experience 
and practical study had given them a very decided 
volition on the subject of their governors, and their 
governments. The despotism of Bonaparte, the 
treachery of Beanharnais, had taught them the truth 
and wisdom of tha^ Scriptural counsel, which com- 
mands man " not to pat his Uiut in princes." If a 
govemment characterized by that granddxiH (to use 
a word of its own) which ^ecdliarty met the views of 
their ardent imaginations; if all 6iat was splendid 
and nsefiil in a/yxarance, conld ^ve captivated the 
good-will of the Italians, they wonld^Te beheld the 
down&U of the French power with well-jnstified 
r^ret : bnt this was not the casf . France had done 
much for them; bnt the Holy Alliance promised 
more. It promised liberty to ^wope, and free con^ 
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stitutions to its respective States. Besides these ge- 
neral pledf^ of emancipatioQ, the Italians had docu- 
ments of a private and more particular nature, which 
*' made assurance doubly- saie," opened. their hearts 
to coofidaace, and gave certainty to the future. 

Wlfile the French Itidiaa goTenunent were dere* 
loping eveiy means of national improvement, and 
nothing was wanting to CMOpIete the work bnt liberty ; 
there was beard throughout Italj a voice, low and 
snbdued'as that of conscience, but sweet and persuasive 
as the Syren's tones. It addressed to the Italians, in 
&e sweet strains of their native tongue, inspiration, 
snch as fell from the lyre of their patriotbard, when 
he boldly, called upon the "Latia semgue gentile" and 
hade it 

" Sgombra da te queste dannose some 
Tlon fa idolo un name 
Vano senza soggetto."— Petkaboi. 

It rendered the benefits they enjoyed tasteless, while 
it reitkinded them of tbeir ancient valour and inde- 
pendence. It reproached them with their submission 
to slavery, and patience of a foreign yoke; it called 
on them to rise en matie like men, and like Italians, 
and to make one more struggle to recover the glory 
and the freedom of their ancestors. It promised 
them all the aid that money and arms could afibrd; 
and sketched for diem the plan of a constitution, 
formed upoo " the immutable nature of things."' 

It will doubtless be asked who was the illegitimate 
agitator, who instigated subjects to rebellion, and 

' "Ora Tolete vol di nuovo devenire Ilaliani, cto. etc." 
^* Gostituziane fondsta sopra la n«tara ddle ooie," etc etc. stA. 
See the "Invito dell' Ai^idnoa GioTanni d'iottria «l 'PapA 
(I'lttlia, 1809," 
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called upon tlicin to rise en masse upon their alt«(^' 
fiding master; wLo gave vent to the revolutiooarj 
jargon of liberty, of rights, and of emaacipation and 
independeoce, to disturb the peace of a prosperona Hud 
thriving nation? It was the old bragn, fnidal, 
stationary, obscuring despot of the Milanese, the 
EHPXHMt OF AUSTRIA I It was whose spirit stalked, 
in the guise of the Genius of Liberty, through the 
land ; and who chose as the orade of his inspirations 
the only one of his family, whose reputation fitted 
him for the insidious tadt., the only one who had 
shewn sufficient talent to awaken the jealonsy of hii 
Turkish brother. 

In 1809, }\h Imperial Highness the Archduke John 
acting for the Emperor, who had previously attempted 
to sow the seeds of counter-revolution by secret 
emissaries, published a manifesto, inviting the people 
of Italy to throw oiF the French yoke, to join in the 
" virtuous enterprises"' of the Emperor fdr the reco- 
veryof their liberties, " whose promiMiirm iuunut* 
able, holy, and pure, at thoM of Heaven,"* by ndwM 
inspirations he spoke. Heaworeoblivionfor the past, 
and pledged his princely word, that the sole object of 
^s "virtuosa impresa" was the recovery of their 
liberty. The principles thus taught, sunk deep; for, 
from the lips of patriot royalty 

" What precepts fail to move?" 
and the credulous Milanese had probably yielded to 

■ lavilo deir Archiduca GiovaDni d'Aiutria al Popol d'ltalia, 
.809. 

* La paraU dl quel prineipe i tacii ed immutabile, come 
dlai pura; egU i il Cielodie par la pev bocoa di lui. - Hoi nen 
veoghUnw par inm^nn par pwuni : noi f«ii|lriaiM pe^ 
Tcnderri liberi." — Ibid. 
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the voice of the Imperial charmer, if the poteHt spell 
of national prosperity had uot taught them to eadure 
the ills they had, rather than fljr to those they knew 
not of, — ills which might be the result of the douhtful 
exertions they were called upon to make. Bui while 
they still hesitated, another impulse was given to their 
indecision in the manifestos of Austria, puhhshed by 
General Nugent, addressiug the people Ly the soul- 
touching title of people "Z?e/ regno d' Italia iitdepen- 
de/tte."' Italy caught the sound; and it became as 
the dirine voice in the wilderness, when England " 
gave it echo, vii the flower of her l>rave and noble 
sons repeated it (rom lips which had ix^ver yet been 
polluted by fUsity'or deception. 

When English anns planted the Sag of liberty on 
Italian shores; when English in&ueace broke the 
thraldom of die Italian preu; and vheq England 
.signed the contract of emaacipation, I^ly, in spite of 
the recollection- of .Austrian tyranny, beli«v^d, qqff:?, 
fided— aodwa«l»*tray«dt ,i . . ■ • •-:> ^'It 

' ' The manifeatoes of Coant Nugent auored them, that 
" avrete tutli a di venire una oaiione iDdepeodente." 

' Id Lord Wiliiaro Uentlnck's maoLfeslos at Genoa, and at 
LcgliQni,in 1814, he says, " Ilaliani! Le milixie della grando 
Brotagna >ono sbarcate sui Toslii liti. Ella vi da la mano per 
Irarvi dal ferreo giogo tli Bunapai le... facciamo si che 1' Iralia 
cio diveoga chc ella gli fii, nei suoL (emjii mlgliori." * Wbile 
his Lordship was tlius, " in clioice Italian," perioading the 
people to throw off the intoleraSle joke of the French, 

Mr. Canning waj assuring John Bull, In the House of Com- 

cliiiudln submit lo (heir oppressors." Poor John* B.ill ! de- 
ceived at home, and deceiving abroad, and wliether deceiviog 

* lliHiu, — Tha Uoopi of Gwt ft^Ualn hiM Undgd an jam ibarM t 
■ba oSm you bn hud la libuntc jaii from Ihs iron jvke at Baa^utf^ 
Lat u milu tulj what it foraiMly wu, u tha gowl old timai.'' 
VOL. I. 20 
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When kings met in council at Paris, to ai^ide the 
■noil, and to fii the precise degree of civiliialion to 
4hich Eorope might be permitted to graduate ; na- 
tions, a. jet mrsnspicioo, of their impendmg fate, 
sent forth their represcolatives to claim their pro- 
mised liberties. It was then that Italy, like some 
splendid, but pensive queen of tragic slory, presented 
herself at the bar of the royal tribunal, and produced 
themanifestos of her princely and imperial champions, 
.tamped in letters of gold,' and Utted m tear. o£ 
aratitiide —but there were none to acknowledge the 
Lnatures, She turned to the lerfet of the Genoese 
patriots, ..a point«I to the stand.* fc, M r».rf 
on the heights of the Bocckeitii he p1e>ded muitale. 
of orders, and as dupe, or as duper, committed him- 
Mlf irremissihly in the eyes of posterity 1 She raised 
her suppliant looks to the representative of the Eng- 
lish cabinet, who, "pale, mild, and penetrating, 
smiled bhmdly on her sorrows ; and- to her demand 
ofa free constitution, such as England once enjoyed, 
he conVly hinted,' that m coisirtoTioK wiS nor iw 
ffisi nmre ™»t suciirm nan to aoasT." In her last ei- 
treiuly she approached the imperial throne, and sued 

or d,c.iv.a, p.jio8 year '° 'T'"" 

Iheirmodehandreliedonyooa! iheirhope. 

. Boid.. th. proclam.Hoos i.«.«d "1 l'S>'"'' M-^"i' 
dUlrikuMd, b..ri»s «I=Jer.od«»," lo f«"a 'h"™- 

' " When Coaat CooW.nkr., o.. of to a.putm fr- Mil... 
in r«.lv to Ind "'""Sl-'"!"""™ °' "''■■"»'/«:'»"''■' 
IS^". Co..Ulallaa "l- ''"^ •' ^^^"^ ' " 
(That i,.«thahe.l Unas vrabav^ 
mm in Eogland «•■ in""'^ "* ™'»'»- 
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for her rights to him who had so lately asked her co- 
operation in memory of the leagae of Lombardy ! 
But CiSAE heard her with amazement, and lengthen- 
ing the longest face in Europe, fluttered his fingers 
(his imperial tic), and filliped her off with the words, 
" conquest and subjection. "' The Rojal Congress 
broke up, and each potentate resuming his aucieat 
states, with as much more as cupidity could grasp, 
or jealousy grant, returned to his hereditary posses- 
sions, to oppose knowledge, to extinguish illuiDiaft- 
tton, to retrograde humanity, and in one word, 
" To hatch a new Satumian age of lead." 
Thus was Italy once more brought back to that 

mom Mreaim, itiraathat Hinister, who,haTitigdestro;ed the 
liberlie* of bit own country, hai laboured ao hard to aimi- 
hilate thoH of th« natum b7 ii4)ie)f he has bsen adopted^ 
' The Emperur'i answer, as repeated to us by lomeof (h( d^ 

pulies themseives, was literally as follows : " Le loro Sigi^.orie 
sauna, i:\ie arendo le mie vitturio^e arm! couqiiutala I'ltalia, 
noD vi pui tsuer questions verima di costuuzione ni di inde- 
pendenza " (Vou know, gerillemeo, that my victorious arm» 
having conquered Italy, Ibere cannot be any question of con- 
Elitulions or iodependiinoe.)— Remembering, however, his Ma- 
jesty's call and promise of a Constitution, the deputies were 
not so easily put ofT, and they became more imporlunale on 
the Emperor's visit to Uilan. Uia answer wat still pleaeanter 
than that at Paris, and I give it in his own words, as taken 
down by a nableman present, lo whom it was addressed : 
" SIgnori, non voglio dare coititaadone, perch£ una coslitu- 
uone i un oatacolo al bene cbs intendo di fare. La costitu- 
kione distrugge la conGdenza tra il sovrano ed il popolo. It 
bene clie £ da fare, voglio farlo io, di mio proprio moto: 
nan mi parlate danqae di costttuzioDei non ne TO{(lio lentire." 
" G«ntl«men,— I will pre yon no Conatitation, beoauac a 
Coutitutioa ii an obitaek' to the good I mean to do yoo. A 
.Coutitution deitroya confitWce between the SoTenig;n and 
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state, io irhidi force and fraud bad ber ia the 
'i6(h century, betrayed and hi^less, 

"Col crin (p«r>o, incolto 
e negli occbi 

And now the majesty of Hapsburg resumed its scat 
in itie wnrm-ealen chaic of Theodolinda at Monza ; 
tlie ivhile uniforms and yellow whiskers of Austria, 
poured inlo the courts of the royal palace of Milan: 
the scenery and machinery, which had served to car- 
ry on the recent political farce, were collected, and 
thrown into the property-room of the Aulic Council ; 
and Lord Wilham Bentinck's standards of indepen- 
dence, Don John of Austria's manifestos of hberty, 
Count iHugent's proclamations, and the tattered frag- 
ment* of tlie new Anglo-Sicilian constitution, were 
all hung np togeOur ia reterve for lomefittitra me1o> 
drome, to be played by particular deure for the bene- 
fit of the legitimates of Europe. An Imperial viceroy 
was sent to represent in the capital of Lombardy, with 
strict orders to resume the Spanish etiquette of that 
court, where queens fell in the fire, and courtiers, 
out of respect, dared not rescue them from the 
flames.' Genius was placed under the ban of the em- 
pire ; wit was subjected to the secret tribunal of the 
police;* science, in the new nomenclature of royalty, 

ike people ; the good tliat k to be done I choose Io do myself, 
of my own mere motion. Doa't talk to me, Iherefore, oj' 
CoDitilulions, for 1 won't hear more on tlie subject." 

' Since the marriage of the Archduke Kegnier, Spanish elL- 
<taette faatbeen revived with new force, at the moment when 
H was -whdlj set atide at Hadrid- 

' A Kedmontete wii, rwident at Milan, haviag uid, in the 
tCandllatotv, that to resume the old order of ihiag*, wu to 
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was termed heresy and irreligion f and poetry, not 
Strictly classical, was declared revolutionary and sub- 
versive of social order. A decree went forth to les 
douaniers des pew^ies, to seize A'oltaire* on the fron- 
tiers, and stop Gibbon on the Simplon. Even Arioslo 
Tras not permitted to sing unreproved, 
I>e doniH > GBvalicT, TBrme, gti amori j' 
and professors from their chairs, and priests from 
their pulpits, were ordered to preach, 

dtnce the Lorraine minuet, as it vas former!/ danced at Ta- 
na, affence was taken at this disrespecirut menti<in of the le- 
iptimate minuet, aod in order was iuued to arrut tbe writer, 
vhanftver he should hare the impodence to eroM the frontien 
of Pitdwont. 

' When tbe Emperor received the Intlitnte of mian, to shew 
tiiem how little be ValiMii the improvement of sdenoe, ha 
.Ihu addnated them : " Signori, oon domando loro aoienu, 
BOD domando che reli^one e moralitii." (Gentlemen, I ask not 

science of you, I ask only for religion and morality.} Wheo 
the es-minisler asked his Majesty, if he was contented with 
the progress fnililicHnslruclioti, flic Km|ieior replied, " SI, 
6'i, ma Iroppo liis^o, lioppa magnilicenza. A me hasia che i 
miei soggetti sappiano leggere e scrivere!" (Yes, yes, hut 
there is loo much luxury; I Bm couteot if my subjects can 
read and write,) — When the Aalronomer Oriani was presented 
to him, he turned on his heel, without addressing a single . 
vi'ord to the man, to cbnrerse with whom Bonaparte left 
Princes waiting in his anti-room. 

* A Milanese nobleman wishing lo import an edition of 
Voltaire and Rousseau, which be liad purchased at Paris, ap- 
plied for leave to the Stale Librarian j Ibe Stale Librarian re- 
ferred him to the Grand Dnke, and the Grand Dnks to the 
Anlie ConnnI at Vienna. "When we left Uilao, the books stiU 
remiined in Ihe bands of the cnstom-bonst offit^er*. 

' When the autograph copy of Abioeto wa* shewB Id tbe 
Emperor at Febpaiu, he returned the US. witboni laidiing ft 
it, observing, "Non ho mai letio, e non voglb vedere quel 
poema cotl osceno," ^1 neTsr read, and 1 don't wish to m 
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"Aad preacli it long, 
The right dirina ofliiDgt to govem vrong." 

A detailed account of the grievaitcef vliich the 
JldUaoese endure, .under tke present r^ime, might 
fill a conttderable Tolnme. Some idea, however, of 
the political conation of this beantiliil coimtiy may 
be formed from a few traits with which die reader 
is here presented, talen at random &om a manuscript 
confided to the author, in reply to some enquiries 
made on the subject. To feel the full force of these 
dispensations, it is necessary to bear in mind the 
great difierence of character, and of liabits of thought 
and action, which subs is Is between the Austrian, ruler, 
and the Milanese slave; and the consequent shock 
of opinions, seutiments, and prejudices, to which the 
latter is perpetually exposed, in every detail of inter- 
course thai occurs between the two nations. If it 
were required to sum into one compendious and com- 
prehensive phrase, the expression of all that the hu- 
man heart can conceive of hatred and contempt, it 
could not be more adequately done, than by citing 
the feeling of a genuine Italian towards his German 
masters. ' 

The government of Vienna reserves lo itself exclu- 
sively the right of imposing taxes: and the aubaltmi 
"administrations of Lombardy are expressly foilnddcm 
to protest or complain against auy of its acts. Thus 
the Aulic Council has the sovereign disposition of the 

llial indecenf poem.) — These anecdotes are given as Ihej were 
repeated in t)ie diO'erent circle* of Lombardy, where tiuy are 

I generally circulated and faeliawd. 

' Testa Teile^ca," (Garawo head,} istbtt fiufOtiarpbraM 

' at Milan, applied to the perpttrator fff aay act<rf wMMwaon 
■lupidity and dowoeu. 
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proper^vfthe Italim citoen. All ihe operations of 
fiaance emanate from Vienna, without the slightest 
regard to any national representations. 

In like manner personal liberty is at its diiposal, 
witbout the slightest restriction. The snbaltern ciril 
anci military authorities, at Milan, Coma, Brescia, 
Venice, and other places, have made arbitrary ar— 
restations, without aifording any redress to the in- 
nocent victims of their ill-founded jealousies. The 
tribunals of Lombardy and Venice are chiefly filled 
■with German j udges {rrgorgent de juges allemands), 
who are for the most part ignorant of the legislation, 
manners, and customs of llie country. All the pre- 
sidents arc foreigners. Under the French, not a 
single foreigner found Lis way into this department; 
but, since iHiif, it has become necessary for the 
Loral).trd to \patn German, in order to hold cmmna- 
nication with his judge! 

The ofike of the Viceroy is chiefly conined'to Uie 
forwarding documents from the subaltern mAo^ 
rilies, and petitions, to Vienna. He dares not com- 
plain of any di^iosition that has once passed the Anlic 
Chamber.' The present Viceroy is a remarkably timid 

■While we were in Italy, the Chtf de Police, Connl 
Bapp, being in declmiiif; health, aooght permissi')ii from 
Vienna lo visit $aiae neighbouring balhs. Tlie permission 
arrived Ivo months after he'was dead and buried ! — Such is 
the insigniiicance of the Vireroy, th.it he does not prrtume 
to do the merest trifle, without ropsullins llie Court at 
Vienna. On one occasion, he wrote for leave to^permitlhe 
Milanese to mask in the Carnival, and the answer arrived 
from the j4ulic Council— the first weeh in Lent < '. Another 
time he wrote for leave to ail the Ahena with waltr, in order, 
during a course of severe weather, to form a sheet of ice, and 
enable the yoDug MilancBc to, tkate. There being nothing 
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and reserved man t his usnd '^l? t*> -all repretenta- 
tions is " lo dird al mw padroni — (1*11 tell it to my 

master).' 

There exists at Milan a court of Counsellors of go- 
vernment, headed by a president, and in the provioces 
there are certain delegates, all named at Vienna, and 
necessarily Gensans. This spectre of a government 
has no deliberative voice, and is only operative in 
doing mischief, by retarding the expedition of reports 
to fte AuUc Council, and the communications that 
eiOuute bcm that body. The president for- 1819, 
either for his amusement, or for pure wickedness, 
kept back.fiir iriiole months papers which decided 
-matters Aee^j aflecting the fortoae of private dti- 

■ The political body, established in the several pro- 
Timces, and styled Proviacial Congress, U composed 
of the notables of the country, each of whom is cho- 
sen by the government from a list of three individuals 
elected by the-hmded proprietors. Their office is to 
superintend public establishments, the billeting of sol- 
diers, public roads, commercial property, etc. The 

siispecleil nf heinq ^usp.cious id thi5 proposal, it was rlieer- 
fully graoted, and a brevet eipedited in ull possibla hasln, 
wbicli arriveil in Milan — early in the month of July V.] All 
papers relative to administraLive affairs, however trivial, are 
■ent to Vienoa, aod Eooner or later are returned to llaly. 
The porters to the public oDices are yrrj poor, and paper is 
dear at Vienna, They take all the half sheets nhicli remain 
blank, and thus the olher halves, being loose, are readily lost. 
Sometimes they even take pieces wrillen on one side. Wheo 
this was mada the inbjecl of reiteratad complaint, fhe 
VioHoj at last waaitiinaiated to prombe, that he would ivnie 
to fleima. 
• gic brother the Enpenr, 
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projects which emanate from this body, are carried 
to the Viceroy by the delegate of the province, who 
is strictly charged to avoid all complaints concern- 
ing the imposts ordered at Vienna. This Congress 
proposes the expenses to be incurred upon public 
works, and the indirect taxes which shall be destined 
to pay them. 

The mayors (Podesta) are likewise chosen by the 
government, from three candidates elected by the no- 
tables. They superintend the cleansing of the cities, 
the price of provisions, and the eslaUishments which 
belong to their commune. 

The Archbishop of Milan is a'German, as are most 
of the Bisht^, whose sees have been vacated since the 
new qM regime. The military, in like manner, are 
bron^t &om the most remote and barbarona regions 
of the Aostrian dominions, while the native regiments 
are sent to pine in Hungary, etc. etc. ; to vent their 
ill-humour upon the citizens of those stales, and to 
depress and subjugate them, in return for the saini; 
good offices performed by German soldifrs towards 
the people of Italy. Thus the Viceroy, the Arch- 
bishop and many of the superior clei-gy, the Direclor- 
general of Police, the President and most of the Coun- 
cil of Government, tlie Director-general of Finance, 
the Presidents and most of the Judges of all the tri- 
bunals, an infinity of subaltern emplqyds, and the 
whole army, are foreif^ners, speaking another lan- 
guage, and moved by other feelings and principles 
than those of the unfortunate citizens, wilh whom 
they bold little interchange of social kindness, and 
have no sympathies. 

The sole policy obserred by the Austrian* in elect- 
ing this change, was an attempt to soften down the 
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harshness of the measure, by ihe appoinlment of men, 
whose conciliatory manners and even tempers might 
give the colour of moderation to acts essentially des- 
potic. For this purpose, Count Saurau' was made 
governorof Milan, as the " soave Ucor per gli orli del 
vaso; Count Rapp' was placed as chef de police, Stoi. 
Cknmt £ubna as military commaiidaiit. ^Hie first was 
a person of sagftd^; the second ms.a iralking apo- 

■ Oa the Reatoratioo, two or three Capachins tried Ihrir 
luok in HilaDi and were followed in the streets (where a 
ntook bad not been seen for jeaxa) hj the youop; people, who 
at first took them for mounlebanls : the gorentor Saurau 
sent for one of themj ordered hiai to shave and wa^h him- 
self, and to dress tiu a chhisthii, or to leave the dominions, 
on pain of uoprisonment. 

A Uilanese priest found a man posiesKd bj the Devil, 
(who, as an old legitimate, had not shewn his face in Itiljr 
since the Reiolulion,) and dispossessed the victim in Ihe 
presence of a full congregation. The governor sent for the 
priest, and laid to him, " Padre mia, while 1 am Gtuvmor 
e/ Milan, TO ban aadet^ lethweeupoathe ciomBaiuritj," 
—A cripple, ondac the protection of WMpie .pioi» ladies, 
Buddmljr let fall her emtdiee before the shrine of Santa 
CaUriaa, and ran about the church, vthile Ihe offidathig 
priest cried out " Jfirucofo f Miracolot" The prieitwaa 
piiniihed— Ihe imporitiQn diacorered } and from that memuA, 
the .governor issaed a '.'Pefeiue h Sieu de fain mavelet 
dans ces lieur." In a word, the Aulic Coancil fband thej 
were mistakeo in their man, Saurau was recalled, and 
another subslituled, less conscientious about miracles. 

' A Milanese lady of our acquaintance was denounced, by 
an agent of police, as having a picture of Bonaparte exposed 
in her house. Count Rapp, heing ber friend, waited upon 
her piicalely, to say that, if she did not conceal it, it must 
be seized. He had himself picked it up in a shop, and had 
■hiH'tljr before made her a present of it. Although the Count 
alwajaappemd/iMiMleep in hif carriage, the poliea of Hi- 
Ian was as IIIIK& twdts ai in on^ other part of Enrop«. 
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plexy; niid the ihird an amial^le man of the world. 
They were all calculated to throw suspicion off its 
guard : and Uir miiiisters stood so apparently opposed, 
in private character, to the odious public measures 
Ihey were called upon to enecute, that they became 
rather objects o£ pity than distrust; and the finesse 
of the policy adopted was daily illustrated by the 
freedom with which the Milanese vented their dis- 
contents in the presence of those from whom it would 
seem Uieir interest to conceal them. The numbing 
dflspotism thus forwarded by the peculiar character 
of the agents of the Aulic Council, produced, for a 
moQieBt, a torpid acquiescence ; but acts <tf increas- 
iag oppression, injastice, and vjoleoce, soon dissijAted 
the dream of security— and, ere the writer of these 
brief sketches had left Lombardy, the public mind 
was in a state of feverish fermentation, which wanted 
but the new " virtuous enterprise" of the Emperor of 
Austria against Naples to lash it into desperation. — 
But Italy is little more than a great prison, guarded 
at all its barriers by Austrian armies, headed by Aus- 
trian chiefs. The Emperor is King of that vast and 
splendid territory, recently called " the Kingdom of 
Italy" — the Queen of Sardinia is one of his nearest 
relations — the Duchess of Parma and Placentia is his 
daughter — the Duke of Modeua is his cousin— the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany is his brother — the Duchess 
of Carrara (the oft-mentioned Beatrice) is his aunt— 
the Kingof Ifaples is his uncle and father-in-law; and 
die priiii^4mnister of Home is his friend : his garri- 
sons reach to Ferrara, and his spies are every where. 
Should these, or any of these, fail, he has the Holy 
Alliance to aid and back hinit and & British navy 
riding in that port, where, to win a wanton's smii«, 
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and please a queen {the Emperor of Austria's aunt), 
an English hero ordered a patriot admiral to be hung 
from the jard-arm, in defiance of a solemn treatj, 
and in violation of every principle of justice and of 
hoDtaiiitj. It is in vain, therefore, that Italy has 
wrongs to madden her, aspirit toavenge those wrongs, 
illumination to BM die remecly, and volition toenfbrce 
it 1— penned in ber military folds, chained, manacled, 
tied to the stale; nothing can avail her hnt one of 
those miraculous impulsions, which set the experience 
of history at defiance, and outstrip the doctrines of 
calculation. 

Such an impulse, however, she will receive; and 
whether it come from a successful resistance of Naples, 
or from the kindling indignation of all Europe, irre- 
sistihlyexcitedby the falsehood, treachery, and vulgar 
hypocrisy of the pigmy successors of Napoleon's giant 
despotism, it cannot be long distant. Against the 
hberties of Italy are the Sovereigns of Europe, their 
armies, and their treasures : but armies are no longer 
to be trusted ; and treasures, thanks to the thoughtless 
profusion of modern exchequers, are no longer to be 
commanded. In their favour are the kindling illu- 
mination of &e the sympathy of the whole po- 
pulation of the civittzed world; and all the force that 
belong, tbf eternal nature of things, to justice and 
to right. 
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CHAPTER Vllt. 

LOMBARDT. 

Society and Manners — previous to the Revolution — 
during the French Occupation — sinc/e the Restora- 
tion. — Italian Ind^endence. —-The' Citiadini. — 
'rheCasinoNoliile.~—Cktrso.— Milanese Dialect.-^ 

The Ladies of Milan. 

The society of Milan, before the French revolution, 

wasconfined to the royal palaces (where the Archduke 
and Duchess displayed a " luxe bourgeois," rather 
than a princely stale), and to the salons of one or 
two ladies of the highest rank. The great break-up 
of inleresis, opinions, and habits, coiiie([ueiit upoa 
that event, dissolved all ties of ancient usage. The 
separation of principles produced a division of fami- 
lies ; or, if the two generations continued Lenealh the 
iame roof, their circles, distinct as their politics, be- 
came circumscribed as they were select. Assemblies 
gave way to little coteries of persons, whom ajmpa- 
thy of opinion united in despite of digparity of rank 
and inequality of fortune. 

Wliatever society yet remained, was no longer con- 
fined to the aristocracy. The sale of national pro- 
perty, and the activity which the bustle, civil, and 
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uiililary, of the Revolution, infused info commerce 
and nianufactuie^, called forth the middle classes; and 
equipages now appeared on the Corso, which, though 
destitute of supporters, and unadorned by coronets, 
eclipsed hy their richness and elegance those of the 
high and unchanged aristocracy; who, unable to 
compete with their new rirals, wiAi^rew almost en- 
tirely from the contest. 

The new system of education of both sexes, and tl^ 
new doctrines of so- lai^ a portion of socie^, multi- 
plied slill further these primary Bonrcei of division. 
Formerly the females were taken from the hireling . 
Borse to the cloister of a nunnery; where, to learn 
dieir rubrick, and work Adant and Eve in tent-Stitch^ 
Ctnnprised the sum total of their acquirements ; too 
happy, if more than one of each family revisited a 
world, to which some suitable alliance, negociated by 
interested parents, could alone restore them. The 
sous were given up in early boyhood, by the family 
chaplain, tq a monkish college, where their minds 
were involved in bigotry, as their persons were disfi- 
gured by the monastic garb; and where pedantry and 
priesthood, 

" Placed tt the door of learning, youth to guide. 
Have never soffei'd it lo stand too wide."--PoFE. 

Of thej'ounger sons, tlie major part remained lo ell 
the ranks of the "church militant;" the rest came 
forth from the cloister, to hang in idle dependence 
opon the patronaqge of prim<^enitare, or to earn a 
more d^puded subsistefiGe, as camliere-iavente to 
some we^thy dame, whose wane of charms threw 
her on the paid atlentions of the ndble, but datitute 
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The abalitton of all monastic institutions, the re- 
forniBtioi) of the universities, the establish meat of 
female schools, the military conscription, and the 
great political cooTulsions of the last twenty-five 
years, stamped a new impress upon the rising gene- 
ration, and drew a line of deinarkation between the 
sonsand their ]>are]its, \i hicli it is inipossible loelface. 

In some vast snile of (lie noble Milanese Casa, 
with floors-of stone and waits of fresco, a disorderly 
Anti-room leads to the stately and dreary apartments 
occupied by the heads of some illustrious and ancient 
familvi whose name, degraded by titles received un- 
der Spanish viceroys or Austrian governors, once 
probalily shone bright and untitled in the pages of 
republican history. Here the circle of ceremony is 
composed of a few dowagers of both seses, who come 
to play Tabocco, discuss the merits of the ladies of 
Biscotini,' and talk over the days of La Bea- 
TXifiE. To these occasionally is added some Austrian 
SoUe, high m office ; or some ex—militaire, the beau- 
gm^on of the gamson when the Prince Belgwctoso 
the ^ttg^j^^ms of fashion. The habitu4s of 

tlw &miVlAs&^^mk, ^dio coifibt &M lap-dog,"" 

< JlBD3r of the tSi nobles of both neus belong to r. bgioUil 
ismfirateiil^.^'JiEii. Jame di BiMotmi" 19 one of the moat 
fashionable. It 11 a society of females, who found their hoped 
of SBVing tbe soul upoD little douceurs, calnulated to pamper 
the body^; and paddle about among the poor wiA baskets of 
cakes, which their peDilenIs are content to swallow in can>r 
joDCtion with their doctrmes. The Padre de' Vecchi, a Bar- 
nabilc, was the "agreeable raltic" of Ibis coterie. 

'Such are the duties nscribed to the domestic director in 
" The Chaplain," an eiqdsLte piece of satirical humour, 
written in the Milaneie dialect, and in high vogue when we 
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attends the Contessa to mass and vespers) with some 
popular preaclier of the Oblati, or ex-prior of the 
reviving order of San-Pieiro /Mordre; hoth sure of 
a cover at the dinner-table, in return for iheir daily 
reiterated fulminations against tlie sacrilege, impiety, 
and disloyalty of an age, which has uiifrocked monks, 
abrogated privileges, andrendercdxIoBieglicoba^ains 
and co<jalieri servenli, than the estclnuTe masters 
of eyery menage. 

The morniDgs of these genuine i ieilleries of ibe 
worn-out system begin with a visit in form, from 
the Signore iiposo, to the Signora Sposa, while she 
takes her chocolate, at the toilette : their grown or 
married sons or danghlen are then permitted to kiss 
her bands, snd retire with the performance of the 
j:eremorfy ;' devotion socceeds, aad the noble d^vot^e 

were at MaiH. ll is in ihs form of a poelicai adveiHseracnt 
for one of these awmah, and describes in a most ludicrous 
strain of irony, thi- qualifications expecred from tliis palienl 
scrub of a noble family. The Mltaoese assert, lhat there is 
au iTidMcribabU f l.arm in (he lighl i.oems written in this dia- 
lefl,i|iiileimiranslalable--"ThcKuGCiTivo,"bjSignoreGras6o, 
is particularly cited as full of poetical roeril; and little poems 
aic daily issuing forth in thai most popular dialect, vhichil 
voulJ be difliciill to print, and is not always safe to circiilale. 
Jl young man was taken up for cinulating a sonnet, while wo 
were at Milan: after a few weeks imprisonment he was set freej 
but it was not eien proved that he had circulated the poem— 
the suspicion was enough, and his friends had no redress. 

' The old noblesse are obliged by rho law of the land Mta- 
blishedb; the French, and not yet abrogBted, to an equal dtt- 
tribulion of their -wealth among their cluldren. Their hoati- 
lily, however, to those ot. Iheir sods whom Ihej anspect, or 
know to be opposed to the prexaf geremmEnt, has in toMe 
)n*taa«e» induced them lo elude the law, bj leaving ooiui- 
deraUs atnni in the hands of ihs direotort of tbdr ctinsnienrea, 
lo isy, or have said, a oartatD niunber of mauut for thair 
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spends her morning at cliurch, or in tlie duties of 
soTne religious coiifralerriity, to whicli slie is sure to 
bebng. An early dinner is followed by a funereal 
drive to some of the least frequented Partas ; a visit 
of ceremony fills up ttie prima sera, aod prayers and 
cards conclude the day. 

Meantime, it is probable, that the jonng, aGtive,eiier- 
getic heirand his family, begin their day in another 
suite of apartments, in the same palace, as the belt Aa- 
«criptiiRi of people of fashion commence it in England. 
He is in his library of dressin^room, answering the 
letters of English manafacturers, <ff the heads of 
Laiuiartriaa MhooU, or of celebrated mechanists, from 
whom he expects a steam-boat or a gas apparatus ; 
thence probably he proceeds to visit his horses [often 
brought from England), and snatches a drive in his 
tilbury, oragallopinthe outlets; cautious to be in time 
for the early dinner at th^ other side of the house, un- 
less engaged to the five o'clock dinner of less shack.led 
friendS) who live without the restraint of paternal 
bondage and antiquated habits. His lady, on the 
other hand, having paid her devotions at her neigh- 
bouring church, is cultivating in her Frencli boudoir, 
the talents, first called foKth in the pensionnai of Ma- 
dame de Lor, receiving friends, or driving to the ho- 
tels to visit foreign travellers reoommended to her 
notice. After dinner, the prima lera^ is deroted to 

lonb. 1 AsBod of ours «a« sut out of tte i*itl «f a Hob ft- 
nale rd»tive*.for havins viritaJ Englwid : for one of tha 
■areit dgns rtf revolutionHy prinaplM, is « pauioii for Ira- 
vdlioff and impiovmient. • 

' Tha most fashioD>bh time of iMiTing or TatnmtBS visits 
is between' diiiner and the Opera. The 'cairisgs of the visi- 
tant having driven to the foot (rf the peat rtone itairs , 
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,1 r(?wformal visits of family ceremony. Then comei 
i\:f: Corso, and after that the opera-box ; her seat of 
eiopire, and throne of power. 

In this dispositicm of time, there is no hoar left 
for tbe erening rout of London, or more eBjo^aUe 
rfytnion of Peris ; both are unknown at Milan. The 
Milanese are aware, that their bouse, if open to nich 
indiscriminate society as mast maLs up a crowded 
assembly, would forward the views of that fearful 
espionage, whidt, not unknown npder the Bona— 
partists, has now become the bugbear of Lombardy. 
Besides, it would not suit the rigid habits of parsi- 
mony for which the Milanese were always notable, 
and which still govern ihe elder nobilily; while for 
the younger branches, who only assemble to make 
love, or talk pohtics, the crocchio ristretlo of the 
opera-box, or the Cttfi, are ftdly adequate to all such 
purposes.' ' 

wludi inTariaMy opeDiinto' tbe eourt, the porter le^iu to 
ike simpk qtMilion of "£a SignoraJUarehesa, or CoiUata?" 

— " In Cam f'—at home, or literally, in htmse. —- At tbe 
iloor of the Huti-room, one of the cametieti meets and 
conducts llie slrangvr lliroiigh a loDg suitt: of rooms (each 
dimly lighted bj a single tBm|i), until the silting-room of 
the liidj is entered : tliis we generally foiind elegani and well 
lighted. The visit is necessarily short : and a servant, with 
a \avf,e wai: fljmhpaii, re-condocts the visitor to tlie carriage. 

'After llieOiiera.the bdies relui n home ; and ihe gcullemen 
adjourn to the taf^, and fotm select groups for conversation 
and play- There is one house of this description, which re- 
mains open all night, and has not been once shut for twenty 
jears. The Anslriaas have iheir own Caf^; and when \\tey 
Tenture lo frequent others, is rarely happens that some dispute 
doea not take place betvcen tlmii and the disbaaded officers 
of the Italian amy. Duels are Inquently the ootneqaence ; 
nor are the Analrians slow to give moh prov6cBti«as at ren- 



Digitized by Google 



LOMRARDT. 5.47 

In marking the distinctions which separate the 
nobihty of Milan, as much by difference of feeling 
and opinion as by years, it would be unjust to pass 
over one great quality incidental to all ages and 
classes: — foMtical indepenJIence ! The elder branches 
of the aristocracy who opposed the Rerolntioii, in 
Italy, from attu:hment to Intimate royalty, did 
not merely stanj aloof from the varioas republican 
governments which levelled their rank, and lessened 
their fortune: they remained equally strangers to 
the sjileiidid court of the Viceroy of the kingdom of 
Italy; and though devoted to the house of Austria, 
they have iu most instances declined to accept those 
high places in the restored court of its Prince, which 
they held in the days of their favourite Ferdinand 
and Beatrice. They have v£ry generally pleaded 

der such Hn event inevitable. Of tnch a proTocatiaD, I vras 
mjBclf ■ iritneas. & very ^oung Uilaoeae Doblemia had 
moanted a pair of moustaches, witli which hewal iiH^entivBly 
jiaradiDg the Corso, ivhcn sa Austrian attacked hin, and 
declaring he had ml right Xn surli a distinction, aricad fain 
hy tJie offending ornEiniPnt. Tlie young man, who was noto- 
riously timid, flew to the Archduke, wlio bad just alighted 
from his carriage and was walking w-ith his suite, and com- 
plained of the insult : the Archduke, apparently as frightened 
as the youth, retreated to his rarriagf, and left the Corso. The 
Count £ubnu, obliged by (he rank and cooneiions of the in- 
jured parly to notice the alTair, placed the ollicpr in arreM in 
his own goTernraent-house, where he received visils from all 
theAnstrtan parly. On getting out. he again attacked the 
moustaches, and a cousin of the insulted hoy challenged him. 
On the held, the Austrian insisted on tighliog with the labre, 
of whose eiercise his adversary was ignorant. The coniB' 
qaeoce may be anticipated : at the first hton be disabled him, 
and persisted to cutting and hacking; the uafortunals maot so 
that he batdly Mcaped vrith life, and wiU remain di««Ued to 
tha sad of hi* Mnalence.. 
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their infirmiUes, or their twenty ymrs, hdut* of 
retirement and indolence and have refuted to re- 
some honoars and offifws for which they could not 
give positive services. 

Those of the Italian anstocracy who embraced tin 
Bevolution, and those of the young nobility, who 
were permitted by their fathers to accept of places 
in the late government, or who were educated in its 
milifaiy and scientific institntions, have sought no 
court favour since the Restoration, and have obtained 
none. There is scarcely one ofi&ce under the present 
government filled by any Italian gentleman of rank 
or consideration ; and the want of conSdence in the 
ruler, is justified by the open and frankly avowed 
ayersion of the ruled, to a government which has 
violated every prooiise, and broken every pledge. 
This noble adhesion to a principle, or to a prejudice, 
n opposition to temporary interests, is not peculiar 
to llie Milanese. It is to be found in almost every 
state of Italy, and makes the glory of this long op- 
pressed people, who under every favourable occasion 
justify the reputation they once enjoyed ; and prove 
what noble native qualities have been snffered to rust 
under then^lectoCgoverumenb, and the misrule of 
dulness.* 

' The Ilalians are accused of being yiin ; and so. they on^t 
to bc—for cunninf; 19 the safety lice of an Oppreaaed people. 
Bui wiioevrr has lived in Ibcir socieljr, and >isiled their ca- 
pitals, Biua) haTB remarked tliat they are the least servile of 
all the people of Europe ; not eicepting the English. All their 
eilerior forma are noble and unbendHig. We saw the Arch- 
duke almost evRy night, on the Corso at Hilaa, walking or 
drivii^ with his Auilrian courb— not a bat moved to hita, 
aot the riiglil««t ootHBof raapeot vra* olTtred.' Thm Moie«l>- 
MTvation ii appUeaUe to avery tixj in kalf, tumapt Bgm*. 
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It is curious and painful lo oppose to this disin- 
terested loyalty, in whatever cause it embarks, the 
notorious veerings of that privileged class in France, 
for ■whom, and for their ignoble imitations, the term 
Girouetlisme has been invented. How many of the 
Dues ei Pairs, and Marquises and Barons, who de- 
serted their coimtrv in her exigencies, under the 
plea of loyalty lo one dynasty, eagerly availed them- 
selves of the erasure ■which permitted them to return, 
ani seek the favour of aaotfaer. These are they 
tfrhote nwnes echoed in the circle of Mari«-Antomett«, 
whose persons lined the anti-roonU of Napoleon, aad 
■wbme eye sued for notice from Louis D6siri. 
These are thej -who, with a prond disdain of indepen- 
dence, horn in slaroy, seek to die in harness; and 
who, fluttering their meanness or their infirmities, 
through the saloons of theTnileries, to snatch a ribbon, 
or ni^e restoration of a title, are too happy to be 
permitted to scramble to the garrets of the royal pa^- 
lace -with any epithet of servitude, with ■which power 
may please to notify their baseness. — These are the 
true weathercocks, which, as Dante described, 

" Ban furoD ribeUi, 
He fur fedeli a Dio, ma per se alesai." 

The class ivhich immediately succeeds the higb aristo- 
cracy, ufider the name of Ciltadini (once a noble 
distinction in Milan, for ■which feudal princes sued}, 
includes the whole of the liberal professions, the 
small landed proprietors, and even a sort of little no- 
bility, which, with the title of Don or Donna, prove 
the rank of their family to have origin&ted ■with the 
Spanish power in Lombardy . Between this class and the 
aristocracy there was formerly a barrier, which none 
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pssed, without the penalty of /or,! of cast. The late 
republican government cut through it boldly, and the 
Emperor Hapoleon treated the Ifahan prejudices on 
Ihis score with ineffable and avowed contempt. He 
drew to the court of the Vineroy, all whose wealth 
enabled them to meet the expenses of representation , 
or whose respectability aud talents entitled them to 
consideration. There was in ibis levelling law (it is 
said) an arrierp pen.'/e conformable to certain vulgar 
notions in favour of female heaaty, in whatever claM 
it was found. Some of the handsomest women fa 
LoaHmiy are in that class, where beauty, both moral 
and pbj^ical, is b«st derelopsd, by the necessary 
exerdse of the frame and faculties in the performance 
of natural and indispensable dniiea :— «nd Bonaparte 
never inqnired into the genealogy of A«r, wliose eye 
and smile brightened the drele, aud nrhose bloom and 
histre outshone the heir-lomn diamonds that sparkled 
on the dowager brow of hereditary nobility. With 
this large, well-educated and most respectable class, 
it is eitremely difficult for foreigners to become 
acquainted. The nobilityofltalynow, almost exclu- 
sively, do the houours of the nation. The ciltadini 
keep back in dignified reserve, under the consciousness 
of the revived disqualilicatioDS, which legitimate res- 
toration has imposed on them. They 

" Must he wooM, 
And not unsought are-won." 

I trust, therefore, I may be forgiven the vaunt of 
having known many members of that class, who, if 
they could not 

" Boast a blood 
That erept thrvugh tcoandreU ever aiace tJieJiood," 
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united llioie high personal qualifications, and prepos- 

ture's nobihty — a nobility acknowledged even in 
regions ivltere the important sonads of " high and 
first transparencies" excellatdet, eminences, and 
Notlazomahuilzlespixcaain ' «re luilnowii. 

Sioce the restoration of (he aid or^rof things, the 
classes and casts of feadalitj' have fallen back into 
their ancient positions. The court closes its barrien 
against all but the iirst, fiure and undefiled nobility, 
wbow qowterings would of eld have entitled them to 
the " enlrfy" of the Escnrial. The ezdnded nobitltj, 
justly annoyed at this new frolic of self-willed sove- 
reignty, applied to withdraw from the Casino nolnle, 
of which they no longer considejed themselves entitled 
to be members. The court, however, have interfered, 
acid processes are actually before the tribiinals to 
compel the directors of this ettaUishment to receive 
their resignations." 

> "Nollazonialiuilttefpixcaliia is" M71-II. BumboUt "tha 

title of respect given ta the Priesu of Menoo." 

' We had the honour of being presented at the Casino, on 
oLir arrival at Milan, hy one who is its most d is Unguis I led 
ornament. We were struck hj the nTbanity and iudiscrimi- 
nate poHleness, with which strangers were received, what- 
ever might be their country or known political principles. 
The Casino is supported by subscription, and particularly at- 
tended on J^nilafs (the Sunday of Italy), the only night 
when there is no opera. The ladies go en demi-toilute 1 
cards, billiards, and lounging, till up the evening. The suites 
o( moms are numerous, but ill'lighled and gloomy : upon 
the vAole, howerer, it is ■ resource, where no private houses- 
are opent and every. ODE has the air of saying, with the Eng- 
Ink tMvellBr, " Oa s'sBnoie tr^-buD ici." A superb palace 
'was dMonting.for the Catiait.ifci Signari, or middle nlMt, 
wliea m left HUrd ; and miay of the noblei were caaTainog 
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The untitled lady, who marries a noble, does not 
now lake llie rank of her husband; and the noble 
dame, who stoops to share the fortune of the citta- 
diiio, likewise loses cast. Au edict of a Spanish Vice- 
roy, in ]63o, enacted, that none but a noble should 
drive his carriage on the Corso : and though some 
few igiu^le carriages do yet appear there, bq lady of 
rani dares coatunioatsherdigaity, by walking among 
tiie groups whidi hare no place in Lombard heraldry. 
The govemmeot, which has found the aristocracy 
Milan so restive and averse to other measures of 
antique restoration, has met no very obstinate re- 
sistance to the revived distinctions of rank. The fe- 
male noblesse form the pretorian guard of revived 
pretensions to hereditary consequence ; and even 
while they laugh at German formalities, and Spanish 
etiquettes, have no objection to shelter themselves 
under the strict injunclions of government. Many 
of the beauties who shone in. the late Viceroy's court, 
are banished, under the imputation of bourgeoisie, 
from the circle of the Imperial presence ; and the 
Marchionesses and Countesses shake their coronetted 
heads, and confess that the Austriaus are not always 
in the wrong, and that the possession of 

D'asscz hcaiiit yeun , pOTir des yeus de province-** 

are not the sole requisite qualifications for going to 

for the honour of bclongins to. it. The Citliiilioi have aJso 
a muBical socUry, from vi bich i hate been assured that a cci^ 
laia meoiber of the Miiaa Commission, of eiecrable memory, 
was excluded by unaaimoua black be.iDS. To the hoaour of 
Uilan be it recorded, that from the momeitt the nature of hii 
oommiuion trampirad, this panoa irs» n«t admitted in on; 
houM, sara to tb<M« iMturiMslj atUohad to ths Austrian in- 
twwt. 
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court. In many instancts, htnreYer, male no- 
bility, thougk they now affect to call the Cittadiniy 
" i signori," the gentlemen, are not averse to perpe- 
tuate intimacies formed ander otker principles of go- 
vernment. Eyes also have been found in the second 
class, which have set aside by a glance Imperial or- 
ders of council; and hearts of tliirty-sis-quarlerings 
have deserted the bo!i of the Dochessa, to nestle in a 
palco of the third tier, where all was of an inferior 
daas, except the beauty and wit of its occnpaute. . 
' Of the ladies of Milan of both classes it is but jiut 
'to say, that they are eminently distinguished'by na- 
'tere : their beauty is full of grace and vxpKB^iaHf 
and t^a«-is an intelligent vivacity in'their mamer, 
which marks the promptitude iridi which their tine 
organization hag responded to liberal and improved 
institutions. The naivetd of their Milanese idionas 
gives to their French '(which is generally) and to their 
Italian (which is, oautsiondl^ apoiken,)^ peculiar and 
sjHrited.<^ann,.whiGbi 'if it.be notsiistakea for wit, 
is alw^ characterised by -originAli^. Public and 

' " Le9 difr^reates na lions qui vioTent'MieDaBiIvBmatit.rfAa- 
blir en Italie, conservaient loutes quelqna^honidB ii«ura Ian- 
gages. De-la vient oette diversite da.diakctn que Fan y 
reinarque." Muller, v. a, p. i-io. 

Fieoch is spoken with great puriry by the Milanese. Their 
u is the u of the French, the great sttimbling-bLock of the 
Southern Italians in French pronuncialion, 

.Italian isoaly spoken when strangers from otiierparti ofllaly 
are present, and Mitanesc is the language of familiar life with 
all classes. To speak with Iha Tuscan accent is aupreme 
mauvais ion, and savours of vulgar alfeclalion. The young 
' fatdy, who, frtali from her visit to Florence, indulges in the 
ItaUm acoent,,!* teabnic^y Mid.to ipeik " in punio Jifor- 
chttta^ — lliii cecalb the Iriih gentkmaa^s reproach to hu 
jtngfieUed Mn, " Can't you My rin (peas) ucb h luaJ" 
TMi. It as 
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lutional affairs arising out of their interests as Ita- 
lians, and tlieir feelings as wives, motlicrs, and mis- 
tresses, are tlieir favourite suijjects of coc.versation. 
They discuss tlie relations of tlieir own country, with 
respect to the general position of Europe, with ar- 
dour and patriotism i sometimes with a freshness, the 
result of fine instincts tending invariably towards 
truth ; and always with an energy, approaching, 
perhaps, almost to vehemence. This, while it marki 
ri^r sincerity and enthusiasm, shews that the fonns 
of a lonf^taUished society have not yet dictated 
the quietude of ban tan, nor pitched the voice to a 
. conventional tone of prescribed and modulated «.fli- 
neu. Howhere, indeed.doestheltalianvoicebreatlie 
on the eipecting foreign ear, the meWiig melody 
ascribed to the 

" yioma, gentile, sonanle, e pnroj" 
and the Italian language roared in lombardy, 
squeaked in Florence, and screamed in Saples, is no- 
where that music of the imagination, wHii SilU 
from the delicious cadenas of Petrarch and Metais- 
taaioi aave when it is ipoken by «om«», or liaped 
by Venetian lips. • . 

The ladies ofMiUn, well acqnamted with the daisic 
poets of their own country, and with some few mo- 
dern productions of fashionable popularity, or poli- 
tical interest, have not yet made a decided progress 
inliteralure.-Obliged, as g<K,d Catholic, to obtain 
permission from the Pope to read any thing beyond 
a missal, or a legend,' they have at once to encounter 
the restrictions upon intellect, imppscd by the licensed 

■A married lady of high rank in lomkardy, informed 
«* Ae had obtaiarf Uave from the Pope to read what bo«k 
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interference of the priesthood, and the apprehension 
of being accused oi Jacendo la Ictleralu;" and this 
consciousness frequently induces those who read 
much, 'to conceal all. One good result arises from, 
this apparent absence of literal^' cidtiTatioa : tltere 
is no ' literary pretension— -.of all preteiuions the 
most insufferable and insipid. In Milan, no ductile 
dnlness meanders in the worn track of periodical 
criticism ; no " sUp^ahod Sibyl " of the middle class 
of life todies the sentimentality of rank with the 
scraps and leavings of Albums and guide-books ; and 
no " lively dunce" of fashion, led by some Coryphens 
of blue-stocking celebrity, issues edicts of approbation 
or dislike, and proves 

" ^u'une solte lavante est plus solte qu'iine sotte iffnorailte." 

If, however, penal codes formerly existed, and are 
now again rigidly enforced against the cultivation of 
female intellect ; impulsions have been given to the 
taste and talent of the women of Lombardy never to 

■he pleased, provided she read nothing cootrajy to the inte- 
resle of the Church or GoTeromeal." 

A young lady of the Cittadini class informed me she wa^ 
pasEionalcly fond of reading, but had no liooks. I ofTered 
her a novel of Madame Cottiu's : after looking over it wist- 
ftiilr for Gome time, she said she had better not take it ; for 
her Confessor, or ae she ulled big) " yottro Vieano" 
Tcry particular as to what book the read— adding, that 
fan Auitriea officer having lent her the Life of aaerutia 
Sigaor Mahomet, her vicar would not Jet her read it— 
Penhionievail nostra Vicario cfte nonera Criitiaao gaelle^' 
— -(became our Vicar heliefed he was not a CkrUtimi). This 
'wat like the wording of the Royal Censor on the Traoslatian' 
of the Koran, pnblished in Paris: "We certify that this 
work containi nothing against the Christian rdigion, the 
geTcnunent of France," etc. etc. 
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be lilenctd ; unci I luve myself too many prooft of 
thejr genim -fer epatelaiy composition* to doubt 
ibat thorn yAo are now prerented from reading 
hooka amy be fully capable of writing them*,, and 
of adding to that stock elegant and refiaed lite- 
rature, vfaich it peculiarly belongs to the taste, 
tact, and sensibility of "women to enrich and to im— 
proTe. But impediments are now thrown in the 
march of mind, with which genius of whatever sex 
or calling is doomed for the preseat to simple. 
To re t rograde, not to adrancs, is die order of the 
times : to -dullf and sot' to M^tm, tktdr policy { 

" And aure, if Dnlnut sees a grateful dajr, 
lis in the dude of aiiimiiy nray." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

LOUBAHDI. 
COHO. 

BisUaic Anecdotes. — Pli^. —Paulus. Jorius.^ 
Town of Como. — Soldien and Dogaaieri.~Duo- 
mot Ancient Iiucriptions.—Cdlegio Gallio. — Zff- 
cA. — Colleclions,— Trade. — Aspect of the Town 
from the Lalte.—Barcauioli. —Suburbs.— Villas. 
— The Palace of the Garuo.—Ncwlj- constructed 
Road. — Espionage . — Lake Scenery. — Female 
Villagers. — Peasanlry.— Their Music. — Church 
Festivities. — Feast of St- Abbondio. — "fnvito so-, 
gro."— -Villa Fonlana.—Conclasion. 

Above M the Norlliera districts of Italy, Como, its 
]alit', lU rily, and its mountains, seem pre-eminently 
distinguished by historical interest. The natural beau- 
ty of its scenery, it^ border jjositlon on the frontiers 
of states i nryiiig in clime, language, and soil, early 
rescued this Edeu of Lombardy from obscurity, and 
rendered iti magDificent solitudes ibe sites of many 
ooBtMti, and the Tritneun of unity- crimes. Tht 
Etnucans ■ found Cnao, as it vere,* fresh from the 

■ Panliu JoTtni. 

23 
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fingers of creation; and peopled its lovely shores and 
isles with groups -worthy of iti beauty. The Gauls, 
in one of iheir incursions, lighting upon its seclasion, 
expelled the Etruscans, and raised their huts and pitch- 
ed their tents, amidst the monnmeats of th^ ci- 
vilized predecessors. The Romans in their turn dis- 
lodged the Gauls, and five hundred Greeks are said, 
under iheir inHuence, to have migrated to the Larian 

Como was ilip favourite retreat of Pliny, whose 
letters esliiliit the n.-jrmtK of Uis attachment to its 
scenes. The '^drluia-" of this author, it is scarcely " 
less celebrated a-i the ^'dokc loco" of Paulus Jovius, 
who has talieii singular pains in illustrating the anti- 
quities of the home of his predilection. This union of 
classic interest with picturesque beauty, has rendered 
Ckimo the sojourn of die elegant, and the hannt of 
the learned; and has pirocnred for it a reputation, 
which the holder and more romsitic recollections of 
the middle ages wonld not,- perhaps, have conferred, 
rt hta recently Acquired another, tind not less pro- 
minent source of notoriety and interest. 

■ The Larian Lnke, llie Latin appeHjlion of the Lalio ff 
Como, is supposed to be derived froia a bird (Larins) whtcli 
frequents its shnres. Hr. Eustace, I know not on what au- 
tboritfi obaerMt lb>t Cooio ow«» ila imporlaaee to a Rontan 
coloiiizatioii, for which it -wia parti; ia^ibted- to the fttber ef 
Pompey. Strabo asserts, that tbey were Soo noble Cretki 
whom Pompey brought tb Como; and Paalus Jovius (Dei* 
criptioLarii LacQs), and' Amoreiti in his "Tra Lagbi," adhsM 
to bis opinioD. Mr. Eustace likewise lalks of Hs "teevaitf 
and quiet, during the nifmljerleis disasters of Italy bat it 
was the scene of perpetaal warfare, and of the darkest hor- 
ror« of the laqoititioD. See "Como ed S l^rio," and abo the 
" Letters Irfmone" dl GianbatUila Giovio. 
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The aty oi Como, at two sta^ distance from 
lIUaD> M one of Um smallest, but mo»t anmnt capi- 
tals of Lomibaidj. It forms a-seoiicircle at the bead 
of its lake, and. reposes at the toot ot an abn^t 
height, tarownad with the reinains of the fenda] castle 
of Baradello. The roorantic fausbourgs of San Agos- 
lino and Sorgo Vico stretch to the right and left <^ 
the lake. lliUsof every form and cultureswell around, 
as if thrown up l>y a volcanic eiplosion; and the torrent 
of the Ccvin, leaping from iU mouti tain-head, falls in- 
to the little plain of willows, which separates the 
town from the monntains of St. Ferme and Lampino. 
But prominent in the landscape, aud (whether bronzed 
by sun-set, or silvered by moon-beams) conspicuous 
in picturesque effect, rise the ruins of Baradello, once 
the scene of a tragic tale, which history has recorded, 
aud tradition loves to repeat.' The ancient impor> 
tance of Como is testified by its double mills aud 
massy towers; and its present consequence in the 
eyes of its imperial masters, is well dengMted "by 
its fortified barriers, manned with legions of Austriw 
soldiers, custom-house, officers, and police ; by its 
garrison, its military commandant, and by the shut- 
ting of its gates, and locking up its inhabitants at an 
early hour of the night. If espionage has one spot 
more &vourable to its views, one site more propitious 
to its intrigues, than any other, thaX spot might be 

' Frnm the walls of this moantain-forlreM, id imporlsnt in 
the i3th century, was suspended a cage. ' In this cage, in.tha 
vcar 1157, eiposed to all iLe indenwmy of fba- stormy re- 
gion, was imprisoned, and perished, the famoas fi-ndal chief 
Torriani, once lord of the domains of Como arid af Ihe 
Hilaootc, the victim of the tngeance of his riTal and cod- 
qaeror, Sfbm. 
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Como. Power lias there accumulated ifs engines, 
and crowded its agents ; and poverty so closely ici- 
Tesls its craving population, that vigilance and temp- 
tation find f ample room and verge enough" to en- 
trap the anwarj, and corrupt the indigent; while its 
remotenen and seclusion tend equally to favour the 
ftbrications of scandal, and to shelter the moTementa 
of conspirai^ from the obserraUon and control of the 
world and its censures. 

Como was once the seat of the Inquisition, who 
burnt tteir annual hecatombs in lis mountains. The 
forms and the power of that terrible tribunal have 
passed away ; but something of its spirit still seems 
to cling to ils ancient shade, and the race of its fami- 
liars appears not lo be quite extinct. 

In times so peaceful, in solitudes so remote, it 
may be aaked, in the language of the Italian poet : 

"Chelan qui, tsnte pellegriiia spade?" 
" Why are so rntmy foreign swords seen here?"— and. 
why 

"The grapjiling rigour, anil rough frown of war" — 
when all is " araily and painted peace ?" 

The reason is, llial Emperor of Austria has 
a tic douloureux, unclassed in ordinary nosology, and 
called ^* i coturabandieri ;" in vulgar English — the 
mwgglers. While nothing is done to promote com- 
merce within the Milanese, every thing is done to 
cripple it without. Enormous duties upon foreign 
matiufactures ' have stimulated ingenuity to evade 

' EipecisUy those of Great Britain J in return, perhaps, for 
the loam, and the labeidiesi and the Uood of that faithful 
allj of teptiinatc despotinn. 
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had IftVBr'wlitcli serrtf onlj to miiltq>l^ sources of 
licentionsDMS and corraption ; and tb« adventuroas' 
conirabandmri (the condotiieri tit HiA present Aay) 
find the l.ake ofGomo, its -mods, its moantnuw,, and- 
peaitiaa,' a happy acene-for tfaeiF voaturoiis exertions. 
It is in vain that ianBcent peasants are imprisoned, 
that strangers are arrested onm^icim, ani that an 
armed.ioTGe distntlu the tranqaillUy of the most ro- 
mantic solitudes. Still, the fair Milanese are dressed 
in Swiss,' English, and Scotch mnslins; and >^ liberty 
of the people is violated, and their morals comipteil 
to no purpose. 

The interior of the town of Como exhibits dark, 
narrow, and filthy streets; churclies numerous, old, 
and tawdry ; some dreary palaces of the Comasque 
nobles, and dismantled dwellings of the Cittadini. 
The cathedral, or DooBio, is its great feature; founded 

' The fronlier between Swilzerl.nnd and lliis pari of llie Lom- 
banlo-Venelian kiniidom, formsasort of borse-slioc, and" af- 
fords a line for Ibe inlroductioD of smuggled articles, whicli 

' U-J\as OLir delfgbtful rcsldeooB on ihe Lake of Como, we 
frequently used to walk to a frontier village of Italian Swit- 
zerland, called Chiasso. Although the barrier, with its pla- 
card of "Swiss Terriiory — Territoria Sviraera — is scarcely 
two miles fram (be town of Camo, the diOereiice between tbe 
character and roaaners, and phydot^omy of the people, ji 
moit itriking. Oae evening we obwrTed I'lar^ but faded' 
tree, planted in the main Gtraet ; on inr|umng, m fouiwl it 
had been placed there to celebrate the birth-day of TfOlitan 
TeU. A few days before, the Dao de Richeli«a, the preient 
mimster of France, then Tiutiog the beaaties of. Como, drora 
with the Augtrian commandant to CUasM ; he was ptmok by. 
the appeiranoe of tbii trse^ and asked what it meant- Some 
oftbepeoplereplied; "Itisthe 7VBeaf£%rly ThaDaka 
took off hii bat, made it a bow, and said jocMelj-«-"Ainj|ourf 
man ami; htanuaemtnl tu Mfiaaiii gf»u' 
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in 1396, and constructed with marble from the 
neighbouring quarries. It stands kajipily «ilh res- 
pect to tlie Lake, but is surrounded by a small square 
of low and moalderiug arcades and paltry little shops; ' 
Its bi^tistery is ascribecl to Bramante, but the archi- 
tecture is so mixed and semi-barbarous, that it recalls 
the period trben the arts began to revive in all the ' 
fantastical caprice of unsettled taste. Every where 
the elegant gothic is mingled with the grotesque forms 
of ruder orders ; and basso— relievos of monsters and 
non-descripts disfigure a fagade, whose light gothic 
pinnacles are surmounted with golden crosses; while 
the fme pointed arch and clustered coSumu contrast 
with staring saints and grinning griffins. Upon the 
walls of this most Christian church are inserted inscrip- 
tions, ' and other monuments, to the memory and 
honour of the heathen Plinies; and the Statue of the 
youngest of these distinguished philosophers fbrms a 
pendant on the principal front of the church, to a 
saint, who smiles with more toleration on his com- 

'The in scrip lions are cited by Boihom, in confulatioa of 
■n orthodox story, that the younger Pliny vas a CbrietiaDV 
and ■ martyr, nmrius Dexter » the reputed father of this 
narvdloiu tale, whidh appears in his Chroaicle. Acmlrdiiig 
to another aalhorily, it was the badueas of Pliny'i architect 
-nhich occasioned his convenian. Pliny wse building, it 
seems, a palace in Crete, in Vb.t name of Japiler (the Romans 
always, of course, dedicating their secular ediHces to some 
god), niiicli, iaflaming the teal of a Christian preacber, he 
began to curse and sireario tanibly, that the honse straight 
ii)U down abont Ibe ears of (he woAmeni and canvinoed the 
proconsul of the benefioeaoe and justice of the Being by whose 
dispensation this miracle was effeeted. The xenloisi it ap- 
pears, were, in all ages, good handt at onrsing; bnt the formula- 
nacd npon this oecasion has sot been prenrved, 'to biud ap 
' wiA St. EmuIphusV cdmpendiotii ribtal. 
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panion than saints are wont to exert towards philo- 
sophers of any school or age. 

The interior of this ancient eJifice has all the ve- 
nerable diaracter of the r.imote agoi in whicll it rose 
and was i;oni])Ifitcd . But its spacious nave and gothic 
arches, and lofty dome j its masses of dark marble, 
and deep-tinted frescos, are contrasted by such offer- 
ings from the piety and gratitude of the devout 
Comasqaes, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
monnkains, as voi)ld bettef suit the stalls of the *'Iiue 
de Zu Friperie" or the wnre-roema o( Monmouth- 
gtreet- Here, on a golden shrine, hangs a petticoat 

" All fattet'd and torn, 
' That belong'dto a maiden ill farlom, 
Who waa tost'd bj* a «ow with a cramplety ham j" 

and whom the Virgin Mary saved, at the expense of 
the aforesaid petticoat, now consecrated to her glory: 
there an old wig, stuck close to the sacramental ta- 
bernacle, intimates that it had [under favour of Sl^ 
jlbbondio) saved a head, which a fall from a ladder 
could not break ; and every where, on pillars, shrines, 
and altars, pictores, painted by some popular sign- 
post limner, intimate the special Interference of Pt4^ 
vidence in favour of indiridnals, whti had the leisure 
and &ith to invoke Saints and Virgins, white cacts 
innoxiously rolled over them, aaA boats upset and 
houses fell in vain : iheantime ofTeriogs of a more 
solid nature are made to the presiding ministers of 
the temple. Such superstitions are now deemed 
emiueutly laughable in the eyes of travelliugEnglish 
Protestants ; but if English Protestants are not smi. 
ofering wigs obA. petticoats to propitious Saints and 
interposing Providences, it U beeause their fathers 
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stepped lioiilly forii ;ivil in tlie cause of timely retbr- 
niatioJi, and violali-d ifw social order of lhal day, in 
which wigs and petticoats were deemed Jiribes worthy 
the acceptance of Heaven, and priests encouraged the 
belief, with the same zeal and unction lliatlhey now 
preach from the episcopal stall, that kings can do no 
wrong.* 

The COLLfeGio GAtLTo, founded by a carditial of that 
nameofioine celebri^, though a monastic feimda— 
tion, and prendedby the order of the scut^-pie,^ 
appears to he'condncted upan principlet of tiberatitjr, 
and great kindness and parental attentions, on tfie 
part of the fraternity, lo their young charge.^ 

A darkand massive building, with the sign of a bleed- 
ing heart above its ponderous portals, gives the idea 
of an old hostel of the fourteenth century — dt is, on 
. the contrary , a monastic seminary for yoniig females; 
and the Ue^ing'heitrt (preseDted hjia'ftt ahbess' to 

'XoDg »fler banle aniJ Pelrarch bad attacked the corrup- 
lioni of the reittning Church of their day, fh.^ nobUs of Eng- 
laad, like' the mouolaiDeers oi Como.'wcre ransacking their 
nardrdiMior (;ifts worthy of theDifinlly . In i^3q, Isabdis, 
Counteu of If^arwkh, bequeatheJ her gown of green cloth 
and gold, with wide sleeves, to ourLadyoflf^orceiterifiie 
Virgin Mary, who had a shrine there) : lo tlie Abbey of 
Tewkesbury, her wedding ffiwn, and all her clothes of gold 
and i.ilh ivi!hn,,< fm- . rc'iT^nq ont rui,sel ^el^el for Saint 
Winifrid,— Sii,' l)ii;;d,ilo', W ,,[wirl. 

'TheSL- oinnk., t\l ■ (Ik l^;^.>rJntLns of Fiance, occupy them- 

and in iiiociiliiliiig tliera with the proper respect for co/uti- 

^ The Aelloreand sotlo- Heitoiv of this c(Jle)ie, »re moil ac- 
oainpli&bed Hud muiabla grnllemea. with nBlhin^jof the aioak 
:hnt the habit:. we. ftuiad bn>£aglUh piam-JbnB*ia\itB.itg»:gc.- 
■nent of the former, irha used hi take great pride in making 
hit Ktltef apib perform betoe w, iTlMn we.niited the vdlc^. 
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a greasy inoDk,wko looks like tbe clerk of th«)utchea} 
ia tha i nagn i a cf the Jflsnit8,l>]r nrhit^'ordw tbe wi- 
ginsl nunoery wi» fbundedi 

A ligbt, ele^t, aod spacieiu building ccottratb) 
with ttwte wttii^isijes, and isd«Toted to the saiue pn)> 
pose of educatioa. It was raised and opened as a 
ceo by the French, and contains gome fine philosophi- 
cal apparatus, some of Trhich were ata oiling fivfti 
tlie ingenious Canon Gattoni. 

The collection of natural history, and botanical 
gardens of the Professors Mocchetti, Solari, and Car- 
}oai, are proofs that science has made some progress 
in Como, since the time when Spallamani and his 
instruments caused such terrors among the moun- 
taineers of tlial district. These silly persons, taking 
him for one of (he Malliardi , or sorcerers, with 
whom tlm icKjuiiiloi-s formerly fed their aulo-da-fis, 
had nearly made Uiui pay the same penally for his 
superior illumination, that was inflicted by the eight 
vieart of the Holy Office oa atl who, like Mm, sought 
to ohuia truth and to dispd igiuvaiice.'' 

■ Franenco Mnralto, ■ ahronicler of llie sixtcenlh century, 
writes, that the prUfts o( Goino had given to tlicse siwctrert 
the name of " Eretici delta mala campagnia." Tliiiir raal 
crime was free ihinking on what was the orthodoxy of that 
day; but tlmy were aecuseil of sacrificing children, irf an in* 
timacy with the devil, and of holding midnight revdt, on the 
summits of the Como mounlaius, with inbmal apirili. Jn 
1.S14 the Cbiirch burnt three hundred of tbtpe onfiwliniata 
-KictiaH of a horrible policy— among them, doubtleu, were 
many SpaBansanii for what hod the Church t(( feiriniaL 
blackheads? These dreadful fanman McriQoet continned to' 
be made, from tune to line, among the ]o?dy ibadea of Coma, 
pntil the Inquiition lost its iadaence and icmponl pmnr in 
tha Milanese. 

TOL. I. a3 
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The principal resources of this "EEGliClTTA," are 
the manufacture of a little silk, and cotton (carried oa 
Tinder every restriction that can check its success), 
and the adventurous enterprises of smuggling, by far 
the most prospering and profitable of its ways and 
means. The cloth manufactory of Messrs. Guaita, 
in the Beighlfourhood of the village of St. Maitioo, is 
of some connderatioii.'< 

Tfarougb the historical vidisitudes of Italy, Como 
has shawd the 6te greater capitals. Under the 
Spanish and Amtrian governments, its petty magis- 
trates, with the pedantic title of Decurions, adminis- 
tered the mnnkipsJ concerns, under the influence of 
the eight representatives of the Holy Office, or any 
ether powers that be, 

" Making their wUls the scope of Justice." 

Under the French, Como became the principal town 
of the department of^he Lario, and the residence of a 
Prefect. It is now the seat of a provincial delegation, 
under the government of a Delegato, with a certain 
surveillance from an Austrian field-officer, beneath 
Virhose pillow the keys of the city gates are nightly 
deposited, and who bears tiie title of Commandant of 
the place. 

But whatever are the internal defects of Como, 
however gloomy its streets and noxious its atnuisphere, 
ihe moment that on* of the little boaU which crowd 
its tiny port is entered,' and poshed from the shore, 
the city graduallyhecomes a feature of peculiar heanty 
in one of the loveliest scenes ever designed by nature. 
The Barcaiuoli (a race as distinguished on the lake of 
Como, as the Gendt^mi on the Lagune of Venice), 
are AvKji in waitij^, stretched under tba awning of 
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their own boats; and as they navigate liitir little 
vessels up the lale (and the " logo " a to them impor- 
tant as the "steep Atlantic"), they display their talent 
for topographical narrative, with as much pride aad 
promptitude as a professed raconteur of Parisian sa- 
loons begins his pleasant story with " Tenez, je vai» 
vous corner cela." I observedj that the ** Senlii 
aignora" (listen, lady), always pre&ced a tale in 
which 

" Pare description held Ihe place of sense." 

UnforlQTiatcly their eloquence is lost upon mo^t tra- 
vellers; for the " senii" is the first and last word of 
pure taliau heard in the narration; the rest being 
principally told in the Comasque dialect, which is 
ultra-Milanese, and still more difhcult to follow, after 
even some montlis' exercise. 

The Bay of Como is nearly encircled by the villages 
or snbnrlM of San Agostino, and Borgo Vico. The 
irregular bnildiugs of the former gradually duster np 
the monntaini on less accessible heights stand the 
grotto and shrioe of San Donate; and crowning all^ 
the mins of the monastery and village of Brunate. 
This convent was once the retreat of an English Prin- 
cess, who fled from some dangers, that have escaped 
tradition, and who, under the name of Santa Gugliel- 
mina, has acquired canoni^eation, and works miracles 
that well deserve it.' 

X-he Borgo Vico, almost steeped in thewaters of the 

' Tbe particular KinR of England, whose sister this lady 
was, does not appear. Her deparlineiit in thaiimaturg]' was 
ktnoerlj part of Um boBinesB of Juno Lucina : namely, the 
bringinf; milk to the bosoma of l7iDg.4ii ladiet, in wbcnn na* 
ttue had forgotten that part of her opcratioiih 
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lake, ani! oversliadowwl by a round of wooded 

mountariis, lias another aspect and inlerest from those 
of tlie poor but picturesque Borgo Sa;i Agoitino. A 
few superb palaces in their vineyards and gardens 
skirt the lake, and conceal the narrow rustic village, 
vliicli runs behind them. Every site is here conse- 
crated to classic of Hteraty story. Tbif marbte por> 
ticos of the Villa Odracaldu'- now rise vpon the spot 
where stood the ViDa of Caninius Ruius ; and an um- 
brageous lim^lree still marks &e site where tradi- 
tion has placed the Platanns of Pliny.* The Villa 
Gallia, onca the' inusenm of Paulus JoriuS) covers 'a 
■pace said to have b6eti occnpied by one of Pliny's 
Villas, or perhaps by that of his father-in-law Cal> 
phurnina Fahatns; and the Casa Gmmello was that 
pleasant retreat of Giambattista Giovio, so often al- 
Inded toinhisLarian Letters. To tbeliterarygenins, 

' The TiUa, or rather the laperb palace of the Marchese 
Odetealehi, exempUfin stnrogly tbe paMW for building, in- 
htrent ID the Italkai.' TIm MinjiiiB bt^vn it forty years 
back i tai he asSDred nt it woAld tab* tiMlve years to Gnisl) 
it : he is now seventy, and has no «faiUmi. He ccoBpies a 
litlle room in the olTicen, whilst this royal stmotDTS i* cam— 
]ileting; and Ihe flrsl day he shewed d« ths palace, vre took' 
bim for one of the workmen. 

' See episl. a, book i. — Tradition, which rarely tronhles 
itself with' dstes aiod phytit^l possibilities, places this lime- 
tree as third io descent from the original Plalanus. We 
passed many delightful evenings under its shade, wilha.little 
congress of friends, whom chance had assembled from di»- 
tant countries. 1 Irost Ibat they retain as gracious recollec- 
tions of the boors eD|oy«d Onder the shade, or in the neigh- 
bourhood of Plini's Liub-tS^ as the wliter «f the^ pagn. 
This magDiScent tree staads at the edge tt the Me, at tke 
axbamily d the Borgo Vim : the baits mtihor ■! lit tride- 
^nruding rooll. 
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and the patriotism of the family of Jovnu, tbedistrict 
of CoDio has been indebted through a leries of ages; 
and some of that noble house are still among its most 
distinguished inhabitants. 

The wooded promontory of Cemobio, once a re- 
sidence of the rich Abbots of Clugny, now a colony 
of Barcaiuoli and fishermen, stretches into the lale, 
and terminates the bay; and again retreating into 3 
sweep, between the heights of Pizzo and Moltrasio, 
shelters the gardens and cascades of the magnificent 
villa ofGiRoo. This palace was once inhabited fay 
the most magnificent of Church princes, the Cardi- 
nal Gallio, by whom it was built. The waters of 
the lake almost wash the marble floor of its portico; 
and its open corridors, and large windows, admit 
views of the acclivities and rocks which shelter its 
rear. 

Before the portico of this now deserted and silent 
palace, the voyager of the. lake rarely fails to cast 
anchor; «ad the banJIsome and open vestibule, exii- 
faitiiiga Ttsta of opposite snitesof ^artments, usually 
emtes a request to see the jtalace, whi<ch is alw^ 
complied with by the willing custode. The range 
of rooms to the left, speaks some &ir lady's recent 
residence — a little library, a bondoir, a bed-room, 
and a bath, opening into each other, and presenting 
a tasteful perspective, are decorated by the hand of the 
Graces, and are painted by a classic pencil (that of 
Vaccani). To the right, apartments more sump- 
tuous, but not less commodious, open upon terraces 
and gardens. A little theatre, all white and gold, 
indicates that this was the residence of taste and 
wealUi. la passing through tfae vestibule -to the 
rear (and the villa is almost k lantern), a scene of a 

23 



Digitized by GoOgle 



3^0 COHO. 

fiur^Serent character presents itself. Bopks levelled, 
and blocks of grauile strewed over a broad, rude, 
lulf-cleared space, springs gushing from impending 
beights, and taught to flow through subterran'esB 
channels, and arches turned in solid masoniy, tmni- 
nate a long ttne of spadous and heantifnl road, open- 
ed along the diore of the tale, somethnes walled, 
wmetimes vaulted, always banked in from the in- 
cursions of the Waters, and secured at vast etpense 
and labour from the falling-in of the heights impend- 
ing over it. This noble worit has provided, at the 
end of centuries, a drive for the accommodation and 
pleasure of tlie Comasques, along that part of their 
lake (still the only part accessible to a carriage) ; and 
though it has not yet reached its intended extent, 
is still a great public benefit, and is now the Corso of 
the little capital." This truly imperial work, which, 
in its execution, has given the means of subsistence to 
numerous families in the neighbourhood, was not 
mode hy the laie, nor-the pnsatt govenuatent. It 
was planned by the same qnrit that decorfrted Ui« 
boudoir and. erected tite thebtre-ef tiie GaKuo, and 
is the munificent -Work cif a fordg^ wbo, bav- 
ing retired fmta persecution at home, souf^t in 
the occupations of -tatte, ntility, and beneficence 
abroad, to forget the shader of enemies and the de- 

' ■ The Aoatrisn gorarameDt, in its dread of sniuggling, ba« 
alwajs prevented the iDhsbilanll from opening commnnicA- 
tions between the villages which skirl the lake. A nnblpinaa 
who has recently madt a path from his villa Id the next town 
ussiii ed as, that having failed in pi-ncnrini; 1eav« from the 
GovrnmeDt, he at latt succeeded by interesting the Church 
Id bU CiTQur J acd permistioa was at last granted, in order 
fliat his ftunUj mi^t haveameaiu of attending mm at a 
tKigUxniriiig chcroh. 
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sertion of friends. Bat the rockt of Garoo, the shades 
of Como, affijvded bo uyliua to one aurked as tlie 
victim of that secret Iribaiul ot^uiized and presided 
by mraisters of state agdnst the ftrmiliars of thia 
Inqaisition no pisce was secnre : they stole npoa do- 
mestic privacy, and obtrnded on public recreation, 
unchecked by principle, and uncontrolled by opinion, 

" To stop the cliariol, and (o board the barge 

to make benevolence Ihe engine of its own destruc- 
tion, and to close the hand of charity upon the sus- 
pected object of its bounty ; to convert gratitude into 
treason, and tempt poverty to crime: — these were 
probably the causes, or among the causes, which 
drove this lady from a spot, where she did much 
good and acquired great popularity. On one side bf 
the noble road, which owes its esistence to her mu- 
nificence, a plain madile slab iafonus the passenger 
that this causeway wad raised by a Princess of the 
House of D^te, Caroline of Brunswick. But geoe- 
ratiotts yet unborn, destined to inhabit the districts 
of Como, will learn, with gratitude, that the first 
road opened on the banks of their beautiful lake was 
executed, in the igtb century, by a Queen of Eng" 
land. 

From Cernobio, and its opposite heights of Geno 
and Br.F.vco, with their Seile Citta, or seven little 
hamlets, the lake again extends into a noble but irre- 
gular sweep, and continues to expand or narrow, 
to break into wooded coves, and pierce into inland 
bays; and continues its course of near sixty miles 
through regions of diversified beauty, of savage wild- 
aess, and of ocaasiosBl culture, of groupings the 
aiost pictaietque, aad imageiy the most dewtdate. 
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The antique village and church of Torno, jutting 
into the lake from amidst its wooded acclivities! The 
Pliniana, with its deep gloom of black rocks, its 
sibyl gro\es and roariog cascades ! (just as it was de- 
scribed near two thousand years back by a classic pen) 
— Nesso, likened by the Barcaiuoli to the infernal 
regions, where "smumer moons, or winter suns," 
have never penetrated, ~- Ihe aiM'nums cliffs ofGros- 
gallia beetling over the prafoLirnkst depths of the 
waters; the broad shadowings of the steep mountains 
of the Valssssina — are some among many scenic 
Tiews, inlawed with a character of sublimity and 
desolation ; while villas and palaces raise llteir marble 
colonades, from groves of .orange and myrtle, and 
paTiliOM and casinos crown the pinnacles of rocka 
and promontories, and catch the felicitous perspectiTe 
of shining waters and lessening Alps, till all melt 
alike into the haze of distance. Bere a mill recalls 
fhe recollection of rural existence; and there, a ma- 
nufactory speaks of the ordinary pursuits of life in 
tamer regions ; but every where, conspicuous above 
all, the Church has seized upon the, most elevated 
points, themost fertile sites, which speak the influence 
of the powerful hierarchy that once reigned over this 
romantic tract. Chapels of pilgrimage occupy the 
summits of the loftiest heights; churches stillpreserv- 
ed amidst the mouldering cloisters of ruined abbeys, 
rise from sedgy islands; belfries peep, and bells toll 
from every glen ; shrines glitter upon every acclivity, 
and altars of human skulls rise along the shore f 
while stations are reared to the Virgin, to receive the 
boatman's invocation against the treacherous burasca • 
fend tbeveiy rocks are painted with flaouDg putga- 
teries, to ^re tba eye, and gloom tbieiiaaginatiou' 
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The ^bots of Clugny, and the inquisitors of Como, 
BO longer, it ia true, possess inflaenee or territory 
here ; but no art is left unpractised, that- can cberish 
the superstition of the poor inhabitaate of this sednd- 
ed region. 

The mountains, whose bosom encloses this splendid 
lake, are those of the Grisons and the Vaiteline, which 
descend unbroken to the water in the upper parts, 
and are shattered, wild, undulating hills, towards 
Lecco and Como. The highest points are bare and 
bleak. Their descent becomes gradually clothed 
with masses of chesnuls and oaks;' plantations of 
oliyes, mulberries, and vines, enrich many of their 
inferior acclivities ; where artificial terraces are con- 
structed with scarcely earlh sufficient to cover their 
roots which is carried ii]> in little panniers, on the 
Li;h U of iLe poor induitrious natives. The chamois is 
said to inhabit the highest regions ; the eagle and the 
hawk are seen hovering above the woods, and the 
pelican, the crane, and the heron, dip into and skim 
■Jong the mtprs beneath. The Alps, with thdr 
eternal snows, close this munificent picture at one 
end t at the otiter, the domes, the belfries, and spires 
of Como, seem to rise out of the water, and add fea- 
tures of home scenery, to complete the romantic 
combinations of the whole.' 

The defect of the I^ke of Como is, that it is out- 

' The mountains of Como have always been famous for 
Iheir truffles. There is a letter eitani, from St. Ambrose to 
another holy bishop of Como, thacikiof; him for a present 
of these delicacies : " Jlisisti mihi tuhera, et i^gidem mirK 
mngnifdinis.- 

' The form and the LreaJtb of the. like arp most iiiogular. 
Its greatest width is between the shores cf Mcnagio and Va- 
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built, and that wiatever is false In lasle, or grotesque 
io selection, is lo be foucd, cboking up spots of the 
most exquisite natural beauty, and disfiguring build- 
ings of the handsomest architecture. Upon the 
heights which overhang the Garuo, or Villa d'Este, 
Stands the city of Saragossa (I beh'eve), executed in 
cut and painted deal, and erected by a former pro- 
prietor, in honour of the triumphs of the Army of 
Italy, although, seen from the lake, it is readily mis- 
taken for a baby-hoiue. The rocks of the Villa 
Tanzi, naturalljr picturesque and wildly rural, are 
covered with red brick arcades, forts, and citadels, 
with cannons, cells for hermits, grottos for monetera, 
monuments to mistresses who perhaps never livedi 
and cenotaphs 'to friends who are in no haste to fill 
them. Even the myrtle groves of the princely Villa 
Sommariva, are disfigured by those grotesque little 
hoddy-doddy stone figures, which appear lo be por- 
traits of the dwarfs and Cretins, and which &£tj years 
back were so much the fashion in Lombardy. 

Although the Lake of Como has lately been, and 
still is, the chosen retreat of 

" Chieb out of war, and stBtenun ont oi place,' " 
and although human habitations crowd to dislignra- 
tioii Its beautiful shores, it wears a character of deso- 

ror^. not man- lli.in five mileq. Its knglh from the town of 
C»mr, (o nf Chia.'ennu, k near sLity miles. Itl 

■ J\u- Ouk.- dc iiuhi, UK already nollctd, passed his Isrt 
daj= a1 this magiilfieent *illa on the Lake of Como. Genend 
Pino alill ofcupies lila caaioo near Cernohia, and RonntSomv 
rira pays an aonual lisit to iiupect Ibe deoonlMnB of hia 
hoDM and gtrdena Dear to Cadembia. In gaoeral, the Ifila- 
iw» nohiUty, who have viUu m. the bk« betwsen Como and 
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lateness, silence, gloom, and sequestration, which is 
singularly impressive. The many black dismantled 
buildings which skirt its vaters, tiirough whose sash- 
leu windows the heads of Austrian sbirri pop at the 
splashing of every oar, or the squalid features of poor 
silk- manufacturers appear, add much to the dreari- 
ness of the scene. And the absence of all land-rcom— 
munications (there being no roads along the whole 
tract of the lake, eicept that to ttie Villa d'Eite) djS- 
prives the country of those rural sounds and rustic 
imagery, without which no scenery is lovely. The 
scream of the water-fowl, the toll of the church bell at 
all the canonical hours, the measured'beat of the oar, 
and in the evening the wild choruses of the inhabi- 
tants of tUe numerous paese,' that die along' the late, 
are, however, appropriate sounds, and well become 
ihe deep solitude and romantic character of the scene. 

Cadfnabia (which may be called Ihe Grtt sla^e of the 
voyage, and where there is a pcelly titlle inn), pass hot aday 
or two al a lime in Ihese relreats. Uiion such occasions we 
bad the pleasure of becoming gueals of Ihe Villa Tanii, in the 
neighbourhood of the celebrated Ptiniana, and of the Villa 
Balbiandlq, beloD^og to Count Potto. Tbia but b«antiM 
little vlUa orown* the hri^t of a jaltiiig promontorj, which 
divides the lake into two bariiu. From the nfta portico tw- 
der which 'he boals anchor, tbsFB isaacMhantiBg view of the 
lake on buth sides, and of " L« TiUt," luppoied to have been 
Pliny's Comedr, as the Pli^iana vas fonUitically termed 
him his Tragedy. 

' The word village does not well Iranslale "paese" a lerra 
that suggesis no idea of ruralily. A long narrow dirly lane, 
skirted by two' rows otsubstantialiy built stone houses (black 
with age, and unprnvided with windows), and terminated by 
a church, with ita tall, sqnare, low'roofed tower^ conveys 
rather the idea of a town that bat tafibred the hononvf war, 
than amtd habj^tion tnastaaloecupaiuir. 
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It is a singular fact, that a vast auml>«r of the til- 
lages which rise above the lake, are only inhabited by 
females; and the appearance of a few iroioea and 
children carrjring baskets of earth on (b^r shoalden, 
to form a tttrace and plant a vine or an tJive-tceeT 
are the sole marls of its shores being die haant of 
Km&anity. The want of land to csltivate, or of n 
market for cofnmodtlies, has from lime immemMial 
occasioned an emigration of the male inhabihmts. 
These poor Comasques issue forth to every country in 
Europe, not, like the Swiss, to offer their mercenary 
services to any tyrant who will pay the price of tbeir 
Llood, and to assist in the war against national liber- 
ties, but to carry on a petty commerce, in which 
ingenuity is combined with great industry and fruga- 
lity: these are they who are every where seen with 
barometers, looting-glasses, coloured prints, and gtlt 
frames,' and other ■works, which smack of the arts 
and ingenuity of their native country. When they 
are so fortunate as to accumulate, hy incessant labour 
and a rigid cpcouomy, a bare su££ciency, they gladly 
return from the streets of Paris, London, and Madrid, 
to tbeir native sohtudes, always their land of Canaan. 
Sometimes they only relnrn, after a long absence, to 
find the young wife and in&nt children blighted by 
years and steeped in poverty, with jost enou^ of 
health and vigour themselves to reach their beloved 

— " and die id home at last." 

$oiq|etimes they return with the means of comfortable 

■ The vanders of plsstar casts are chiefly from Iiocca. 
' T^ie Pani are OMially derignated •» Spanish, Eof^isfa, 
AmaricsD, etc. aocw^g to the iavotuite place of emigre- 
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subsistence ; and in a feiv inslances with sufficient 
wealth to purchase the land* on which they onee 
laboured. It is deligfitful Lo add, that one of (he rich- 
est ^'po/^sidcnli' (proprietors) ;il present on tlie lake, 
went forth forty years ago with a few li.iromelers and 
a marmot, the foundation of a fortune, now liberally 
employed . 

During the French occupation this system of emi- 
gration greatly decreased, partly from the unsettled 
■Ute of Europe, and partly because a market was thea 
speued for industry, while the army provided oa»p»* 
tiea for a great many. 

Nothing, however, could b« inore distBstefnl to the 
CoMaaqoe peaMutry, than military service. They 
had beMi long teught that cowardice was a-pious virtne. 
A p ea s an t, who riitked his life in the course of fait 
rural' labours by mounting a lofty tree, or other 
equally daring enterprise, was punished by a long 
penance. They were taught to tremble at the pre- 
sence of a soldier ; and ia time lostall that spirit which 
had rendered them so formidable in the wars with 
France, when the Comasques maintained hostility 
against Louis XII- even after \hc Hilancseli^id yielded. 
The boatmen, parlirularly, jiarlake of this coivardice, 
which the treachery of the lake assists in nourishing. 

linn nf Mic mbabilanii, Tlu; .lifrcicnl Pdr;i live in perpetual 
rivdUhip, and tlioy are in llinir fiim saliriied by tlie Bar- 
caiuoli, who composa proverbial sentences on Ihem. Of 
CologD* thej say, 

" Brutta la.ttrfa, ma pegfio )e domM." 
Bad laiicLi wotm ynuaca. 
And of 5eM0, in altusioD to Hwinflttanee of tha ptiMtt, 

" Qenta da bene non poo estere, perchi U «in Preti." 
Where priasta thrive, good men are not to be found. 

VOL. I. 24 
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TliP Comasqiips are ill-fc.itured,' and have an ei— 
pressiori ol' wiiincss on tlit'ii- countonance, which is 
perJiaps the relleclioa of minds gloomed by fearful 
images of death, which the priests have multiplied 
on every side. Death is the phrase most frequent on 
their Hps, and constant reference is made to " i po— 
verimoni." The savings of their daily pittance go 
to pay for masses for the souls of" i poveri morti f" 
and in the gloomy evenings, little gronps arc seen 
pondering before the death-pliqieU of skulls and 
bones (so common in their villages,} offering Qp their 
prayers, and indulging in the meditatimis which such 
images necessarily inspire. 

1^ Gomasque peasantry scarry know any food 
but ih&T poleida,* and su<^ fruits as the monntatnt 
afford ; but though habitually temperate from neces- 
silv, they commit exresses ■whenever the opportunity 
offers. The (]omas(jues, poor, laborious, and devout 
as they are, have several periods of festivity and re- 
creation : their Sundays are always celebrated on 
the laVe, where long after the fall of evening, and 
the darkening of the waters by the mountain sha- 
dows, they continue to row their little boats, or per- 
mit them to float, while they execute choruses of 
mountain music, frequently sung in part* with a. 
■cieuce and counterpoint that are parely intuitive. 
Sven theiittle children sin^; in bands thnr airs, with 

' ThechiUren are charming, full of intelligence andgraccf 
bat lupBTstitioD, neglect, and hard labour, dull and deform 
tbem. The old women are monsters. 

* Polautt is a «ort-of porridge, made pf Indian corn, or 
cbanint flour. It ii Iha idbject of oiaay songs, as being tba 
Mtianal itapla, like the IriihrniQ's potaton, or the Welahman's 
toasted chMie . 
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second and bass; and several of tlie Barcaluoli (tlie 
poets of the lake) assured us that the poetry was 
equal to the music. But the great festivals are all 
supplied by the Church, chiefly on the aaalversary 
of the parochial saint, ivhen the customs of the old 
Englidi wake are kept up as they were centuries ago, 
ifidi certain features peculiar to the dtmate ao^; 
mannen of the people. During a tuxamer^s residence 
on the lake, we were present on several of these 
occasions; but the festa di San Abhondio, the patroa 
of the diocese and City of Como, struck us iu -mast 
nngular and amusing. The interest upon thii occs* ' 
rion arose from its accidental coanesion witk poli^ ' 
tical events. In the snoimer of the Emper* ^ 
had announced his *' beneficent intention" (la ^ua ' 
benefica intemione) of visiting his Italian dominions, 
of passing some weeks at Milan, and of sailing down 
the lake of Como, with the whole imperial court, in 
a splendour, to which nothing comparable had oc- 
curred, in the fasti of imperial journeys, since the 
memorable sail of Cleopatra down the Cydnus. The 
Delegaio had received orders to expend some thou- 
sands on a barge, which was to surpass that of" the 
Serpent of old Nile ; "an order which, in the loyalty 
of his heart, he considerably esceeded. The Opera- 
honse and Cathedral were put into requisition, and 
every old woman in the diocese was employed in 
oiaking paper lanterns to illuminate the town. The 
Austrian garrison was caned and paraded opener 
than usual, and fireworks to an immeoae aitfoiuit 
were prepared. Joy was comrnanded imperial 
■nthority, and " vivais^ rebearsedi till the police 
were as hoarse as the crade^the^ had frightened 
from their ancient stations. AVhen, I0 I 'jilst ai the 
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hntemt, th« barge, and the fimroib -were readyj 
tbe new arrived, that the Emperor aad EmpreH, 
mdiui fifty miles of Milan, had resolved to prooted 
BO farther i — the reception tliev Iiad recMTed at Ve- 
nke and Padoa^aad that which they were taught to 
mq>ect at Milan, having suddenly cooled their " baio- 
fca imientioitat" they osaitted their " aaUe/grea*' 
nest" down tie laLc, and returned post to Visiina. 

This disappuntmait plimged the constituted sa- 
thorities of Como into despair; when it was sug- 
gested by the heads of the cliurch to the heads of 
the state, that what was intended lo do honour to 
the Emperor Francis, might serve the turn of Saint 
Abbondio, whose fertival was approaching ; and that 
the mundane Hplendours which were expected to 
bring such multitudes of strangers to Como, and sti- 
mulate trade aud loyalty together, would still bring 
grist lo the mill, by being converted to holy pur- 
poses. Accordingly, the following " Awiso Sacro" 
was printed and cwculated ihrou^^ the cDnntr^^ aud 
hnag onr the gales of the cathedral. 



" The artificial firewar^ which the public (the 
Municipality) of Como bad prepared, to evince itt 
}oy on the occasion of the desired arrival of their 
Boyal and Imperial Majesties in this royal city, offer, 
this year, the means of celebrating in a singular 
maoner, the Festival of Saint Abbondio, patron of 
the city and diocese of Como. To this cfTect will 
contribute the aforementioned tireworlts, ceded by 
tie moici]ul congregation t» ^ piouSj who.pro- 
poM, in c«iiurt with the. audioritiei, to stt fiv {in~ 
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cendiare) to the grandiosa macckiria, which repre- 
sents a Temple, on the evening of the thirtj-first of 
August, the festival of our holy protector ; and thus 
m «n extroordioary maooer, and to tbe u9u»l pou^ 
«f tbe catheiiral, whan widi doe Teneratton the »er^ 
vie* will be toleiomKad bj tmr Lord 1^ Biabi^ 
Under Uiese foitottate wcdflMtance*, ^\l the faitbfbl 
nmj partake of the treasure of the Vbfti Bmedtction, 
of a plenary mduigcnce, and at the ms» time profit 
by the ipectMle of the artificial firsvorls.-'-G>mo« 
liftbof lugdat, 1819. 

*' Printed by Carlantonio Ostinelli, Episcopal 
Printer." 

It is unnecessary to add, that the festival of Saint 
Abbondio, celebrated with its usua) poinp, and add- 
ing to Ihe indulgence and renaission of thirty years, 
sins, and the Papal benediction, the exhibition ofjire- 
works, was attended by unusual multitudes; and 
that tlie i>ious and the dissipated — those who sought 
airniieniPiit , and those who sought absolution— were 
alike ardent and punctual in their attentions. The 
Saint's day was ushered in by all the splendour of Ita- 
lian ^ies; the waters were blue and brilliant as the 
heavens : every steeple sparkled in the sunshine ; and 
every bell tolled, from the shores of the Chitu^nnd, 
to the Daomo of Gomo. Hot a moantajn, notapaeie 
in the district, but had yielded up its inhabitaBts to 
the Eestirity of tbe season : some issued forth upon 
the lake, in their varioiu holiday f(arb of bright and 
gaudy colours, rowing their loaded boat, which sohh 
deep in the water by its heavy wei^t ; others Sailed 
gallantly, with flattering canvastf'and flanntii^ ban- 
ners I while, the ioiaBd mUmitt came ponrii^ down 
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tlie acclivities of Saint Fermo and Saint Elmo (ihe 
tromen distinguishable afar by their glittering bod- 
kins), all beudiog their steps to that venerable dome, 
where glittered in Urge golden clumtert-^ * /mtiul— 
gertza Plenan'a." Tbedaj b ega n widi » mncai 
mass, atirbichdteKibapofCtmioiifficiated inpoK^ 
tificalAita; the whole RamptooMi parade vf &e mwt 
■niDptiidiu and most attractive of all rd^paoB iras 
exhibited ; aod the same «rcfaettra wbidi y r fe r MW d 
the " iknatntoUt, " at Ae Opera, the aig^t before, 
and sympfaoniEed the trinmphs of tiie -GUm ^iqier, 
now with the exact same strains (the brilliant harmo- 
nies of Bossini) accompanied the most solemn and 
imposing ceremonies of the most lioly of mysteries. 
The rest of the day was filled op with sanntering and 
feasting, Piilcv'pllo and prayers; till, at last, the 
benediciion-bell announced the arrival of evening, 
and the commencement of the long-expected fire- 
Worl.s, Tljen the crowded boats put o<il again to the 
lake, to catch the effect in all its ^|tlcn<lonr ; ihe shores 

pectation sat on every face — but, suddenly, the air 
exhibited those meteoric phenomena portentous of 
the dreaded Burasca! — the forked lightning darted 
through the atmosphere—the thunder crashed among 
the monntBiot— Ae lake swAlM^aad the nain Ml, 
M it DBljr fall* in Italy, ia broaA sheets of cmtinnena 
water. It was in vain that the laomept auigiMd to 

the' rain already prevaUcd ; and a few abortiTe and 
■moky apir^ 'fire were all that could be ohtaisfld 
froin the cumbrons and complicated machine t imp»- 
ivA GTowna raiuMd to lend their lustre to. royalty; 
and loyal darices, like thfl bole aad turner addrewaio 
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of our own country, ivoiiht not " let ihcir light shine 
forth before men." Th<; limi,l lo.-ilmen, imoking 
every saint in the calendar, laboured to gain any port 
or creek; the breached cmwds. on the shore fled_ tft 
shelter, ' It was crideat that the offerings were not 
propitiated, and that St. Abbondio did not choose to 
be the pis-alleroi unappropriati^d loyalties. Leaving 
paper lanterns and liery temples to 

" Low ambilinn anil Ihi! jiride of Kings," 

tbe good saiat required nothing more Aan those- oW 
legitimate rites, which had been celebrated time im— 
laemorial by his pious votarists, at the Duomo, and 
the wine-honje. 

It was in vain that the peasantry returned to their 
homes, blessed by the Pope, and. absolved by the 
Church : thetempejt, and the spoiled fireworks, were 
the sole themes of conversation. £ven the saint lost 
much of his popularity, and received but few invoca- 
tions as long at the regrets kstod, for ptoiiurei not* 
to be compensated 1^ a plenarjr iridnlgence for thirty 
years. 

We first became acquainted with the scenery of the 
Lake of Como, as the guests of a lady distinguished 
fer her tasteful appreciation of the beauties of nature, 
and for coaTenational talents, whif^wefoanda^Bll^ 
interesting in the seclusions of Como qnd the most 
reckerchds circles of Paris. Our visit to the lake was 
originally limited to a few days; but, spell-bound by 

' Thn atoriDS on Ibe lake are freijuunt, smljen, and some' 
timea fatal. These slorms, .so drejilcd by tiie boaIn>€n, are 
attributed to the co-operatioii of Ihc winds, (lie Tivano and 
Breva : the fint hlom north from night-EAl to ■Dtt-ilM'j the 
Utter bfoM trota mid-day tilt evenini- - - 
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the icene, we became the tenante of Bie Villa Fontana ; 
and, -we mi^t almost My, the guests, as mU at the 
tenant*, of the amiable and excellent familj' towfaoan 
it belonged. 

At the efJtremity of the Borgt Vice', in a vineyard, 
whose vines dip into the lake, and ata few paces from' 
Pliny's Ltnae, stands theViUa Fentaaa. Itconaiata of 
two white and siiDple bnildings, wfaicli may recall to 

the English traveller, as his boat glides along the lake, 

an image that he may have supposed peculiar to the 
order, comforl, and oeatness of his own country. 
Odc of these little pavilions was occasionally let to any 
liij;hly recommended foreign visitant, whose admira- 
tion of the scene induced him to pause on its beauties; 
ihe oilier roofed all those virtues which are the true 
and best distinctions of humanity, in whatever class 
or country tJii^j are found : worth, valour, innocence, 
and domestic iilfectioii. To the interesting society 
afforded us by this family, we had the happiness of 
tmiting that of Bome v«ry acccomplished English la- 
dies, and Hm occaaional visib pt our kiad friends front 
Hikn. The good fathers of the college of the Sc§iol^ 
pie allowed us the use of their library, ri^ in local 
■toryi and the Villas Ealbianino and Lmiberten^i 
vere always hospitably open to ns. The mouatain& 
of Como, its glen*) vaUeyA> and lake, became m ' 
' " Daily baunls and' andent neighbourhaods 

and vriien the royal palaces we have seen , the princd j 
saloons we have visited, shall escape from the me- 
mory, the inonths passed in the Villa Fontana will 
still hold their place, fresh aqi unfftded, in fb^ white 
calemlar of happy days. 
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CHAPTER X. 

LOMBAKDV. ^ 
PA VIA. 

Jb)uU -Uf Pan».-^Can^. — Bbtasco.— Tbr CbitoAa. 
Pavu. — Caule, Fmmde^ySiroda If nova. Bridge 
of the TUc^fi.-^ palaces. — 7'owers. — PeniAKCB. 
CvUKGBEtr. — St. Michael. — Duomo. — San-Pieiroin 

ciel cToro. — St, Aoctsw and BoccAcro. — Theatre. 
— Umvkhsitv. — Arrivalof Napoltan at Pavia, and 
Visit to the University. — ^ohTk. ~ Colleges. — 
Caccia, Borromeo, and G/iislicri . — iociun . 

The distance from Milan 'oPavin, llie second impe- 
rial cily of the Lombardo-Veiiitian kingdom, is 
reckoned at Iweuly miles. Tiie broad aad beauUfnl 
road cut through a fertile and delicions plain, aaA 
sheltered by lofty trees, is almost within eonstant view 
of that canal,. which, with its tributary irrigationi, 
brings comiuArce and fertility to tb'e gates of Milan 
atad of Pavia. Xhia great work of inland navigation 
was first atniekont) under the republican government 
of Milan, in 1 179; and the two canals then cut, unitetl 
Ui)an with Uie Ticino and die Adda, and supplied its 
only deficiency, want of vi^ter. , extend and 
improTi these canals,. one of' the usurping Sforsn 
sent to tuKaaj tor that man, whose genius lent . 
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itself to every art and every science — to Leonardo 
da Vinci, vrho, as the first mechanician of his 
age, was employed in ameliorating their plan, and 
improving' their construction. The painter of the 
" Jocunda," and of "the Last Supper," surpassed all 
that had been already done in thecanals of theBrenta, 
near Padua, tlien deemed the chef-d'oenvre of the 
day. Under tlic dommafion of UwSform the works 
werecoDtinued; and il is supposed that thecanalfroia 
Milan to Pavia was then completed. Many letters of 
the HaVe Galeauo Maria Sforia, dated i473> are 
qooted, which contain orden to the captain <^ hk 
park (the ranger of the forests of those time^, " to 
contiDne the canal, from Binaaco to ^via, and not io 
spare his -woods, bnt cut down such trees as might be 
usefnl in the work." In t475, he orders his castellan 
of Binasco " to send boats and barls to Pavia." 

Such was the slate of the useful arts in Italy, even 
in lliedecline of her freedom andprosperity, towards 
the end of llie fifteenth century. As that country 
submitted Io foreign tyranny, all its great works de- 
clined with its liberlics ; and the superb canal of Mi- 
lan fell into neglect, became choked, and dwindled, 
a nuisance rather than a benefit; until, losing its 
pompous title of " Naviglio grande" it was called by 
the peasantry " Navigliaccio (the great nastjr canal). 
' Under the Spanish government, a feeble attempt 
was made to restore the canal near Milan ; bnt the 
enter[mse vas soon abandoned-; and the site of the 
abortive effiirt to frame a lock, still hears the expres- 
sive name 6£ " Conca faUata-" -yixnat Theresa, in 
her search after p(^uUrity, trified alittle viUi' this 
long-n^Iected work ; biit she only cleaned and repair- 
ed the canal for two or three miles hejond the gate* 
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of Milan, and slopped there. The French arrived. 
In 1 8o5, a decree of the new Italian government di- 
rected the compiclioQ of the whole line ofcaoal froio. 
Milan to Payia, and Ibence through the Ticino to ihe 
Mediterranean. Another Sforza appeared in Bona- 
parte, another Leonardo started forth in Pareai' in 
B ajwce of time ijiconceivably short, tlie intentions of 
successive ages were nobly and munificently. realized ; 
and inland navigation pursued her golden cpnrse 
wbere tyranny had monopoliied. the beauties of na- 
f ore, and where ambition bad so often atained the 
waters of the Ticino with the blood of its. vassals.* 

The half-way post-town between Milan and Pavia, 
is the ancient and historical hourg and fortress of Bi— 
NASCo. While horses were changing, and some re- 
pairs Qial^ing to the c^iage, ve visited the fiqe old 

' The worlu eonstructed under Pare<i,'lhe chief engineer, do 
iafinile fannour to his geoiiu. Tbi> gentleman is a Dative .ar^ 
tistj and he is an inalance jjovi much gr«al pnblic works, 
auoh aa thtB canal, and the roule over tlie Simjilon, wilh ib 

priiei and eshibilions, in nurturing and bringing out talent. 
It is calculated [hat the construction of Ibis canal, by the irri- 
gations it admits, and the facihij of transport it hua created, 
has doubled the value of the lajid, and has greatly enriched 
the farmers and landlords of (he neighbourhood,— See Pavia 
dal Marcheie Malaspina, i3ig. 

' The plain through which the Naviglio is now turned, 
was the Windsor Forest of the Dukei of Milan, and consecrat- 
ed, for fo;irteen miles round, to tlieir royal sports. '■ I Duchi 
di Milauo tr« Pavia e Binaaco formato vi avevano un gian 
parca da caeda di circa ([uattordici miglia di giro." Malas- 
pina.^Thil plain was also the field of that fierce and famous 
content betweeu tfas Cermans and llis Trencb, when Francis 
the Fint was nada prisoner lo Cbfries the Firs^ the 34>b ({f 
Febmaty, iS?S. Heno^ he vnvte hjs mother, "Tout eat 
perdu Con 'I'h'pDtiaur.'' 
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castle, still in wonderful preservation. It retained 
iiiucli of its feudal character, ihougli ili fosse was 
nearly filled up, and its pont-levis was down ; for it 
was crowded wilh armed men, some sentinelled at 
lis gates, others |>eering from ils windows. But the 
mscriptlon over ils entrance of *' Caserns," intimat-' 
ing that it was a barrack for the Austrian gekt- 
eCarim-rie, dissipated enrj fimcifol illasion nidi 
imagery might have emfed. 

This castle isillastrftl«dby the memojy of the beau- 
tiful and nnfbrtiinale Beahuce Visceim. Here she wu 
imprisoned by a hasband, who feigned jealousy, to 
get rid of a wife of whom he was weary. Heace she 
was led to execution, declaring her innocence (which 
none, not even her husband, doubted J to the last.' 

A few miles distance from Binasco, and in the 
midstof that plain, soiatal to the royal Prenx of 
France, where chivalry saw 

■' II meslio deHa nobiltri 
Di tulU Francia alia campagna estinlo."- 

AaioiTO, Cant, iisiii. Oct. 5a. 

stands one of themosl interesting and most magnificent 
of Italian churches and monasteries, the " Certosa," 
or chartreuse of Pavia, This temple, this toy, so vast 
in extenl, so minute in detail, oo ponderous and so 
brilliant, stands apart frocn the road, and at the extre- 
inity of a venerable avenue, deeply secluded within 
tlie once s.ir.red precincis of its own ancient walls. 
Thi' crimes of those military chiefe, who, at a cer— 

■ Beatrice Lascaris, wife of Philip Maria Viscontl. When 
put to the torture, she was ready to avoir any crime' imputed 
to her { b.Dt whea brought to the'icaffold'in the pnUic place 
of Uibn, ihe solemnly dedared her inuocense, and died 
aTowing it.' . 
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tain period of Italian story, became so foroiidable to 
ItaliaH liberty, were frequently accompanied by ta- 
lents, thatalmostproduced t!ie effect of virtues. The 
same energy that distinguished them above their 
fellow-citizens, and gave them atemporary supremacy 
in moments of exigency, was expended, in times of 
ptace, OB public worki, whose , plan and execution 
aaristed dmn in getttog' xH of tbor MperabtiiulaQt 
vitality. 

The Via«>ntt, die tuoi^iif; dukes of 3filao ia th« 
foarteanth cfiBtnry, verB cnHinndy distin^aidied 
amoog the "•Sigaonoi TiramtelU" of Italy, by the 
enormity <£ dieir ^TBtc vioet, and tlie ipleBdcHir of 
their pnUic mdoiRSeBtg. The edifices, however, 
which diey erected, leis beneficial than thtise of their 
adventurous peasant successors, the Sforzas, were 
chiefly applicable to the church .and state system 
of the times in which they flourished, and were 
confined to objects of military and ecclesiastical ar- 
chitecture, 

Giovanni Galeazzo Visconli, Signer of Pavia, hy 
an act of singular treachery, got possession of his 
uncle's estates in the Milant^se ; whom he was sup- 
posed to have murdered, with two of his sons, in the 
prison to which he had condemned tliem. Shortly 
after this, he was forced upon the Milanese as their 
Sovereign, by the Imperial power.; having obtained' 
irau.WBncESLAs, King of the Bomans, the Duiedom 
of lately free Repoblic.' He began to celd>rate 
bia usurped reign by ^d>lic works; andhis conscieaGe 
and his fears soggested .citaddb and churches. Thea 
rose the fortress of Pavia, and the Dnomo of fidan; 

VOL. I. 25 



Digitized by Google 



ago PAv;*. 

and the far-famed Certosa of Pavia, an abliey for ;^ 
Carlhusiau Monks, was built and endowed for (lie |^ 
express purpose of expiating the death of his uncle, 1 
or, as the Italian chronicle has it, " ad cspiazione delle y 
ijie co^te, e ndenzione dell' anima." Galeazzo was ^ 
one of the most pious sovereigns of his day. He '. 
made pilgiimages to the shrine of the Virgin,' at the 
head of two thoawnd armed men (his ordinary guard , 
says the historian); and though such acts of piety 
were ahrays followed by some terrible crime, yet he 1 
was the ^leciid faronrite o{ all the iiabapa of Lom- L 
bardy; and when he laid the first stone of the Cer— ^ 
tosa in 1396, he issued forth from las caade of Pavia, !^ 
attended by the Bishops of Faria, of Rorara, of >. 
Feltre, and of Vicenta, with a body of the prindpal I 
ecclesiastics of his dominions. 

The church and monastery rose with incredible 
speed, and in unrivalled splendour ; and in three 
years it was sufficiently advanced to receive the prior I 
and twenty-four monks of tlte order of the Char-r ' 
treuse. The immense estates granted by its founder 1 
".^^dered it one of the richest convents in Italy ; and ; 

' It was on t)ie occasion of ope of these pilgrimages that his 
nude Bamabo, comiog out to meet him, was seized by his 
nephew, and dispossessed of his estates. Upon the whole, | 
-howeyer, the parties were quits; for Baroaho had previously ' 
laici plant to ruin his nephew. The eldest son of John Ga- 
leaizo was the Hero of his day : but, having given some of his 1 
Hilaness subjects ro be ealen by the dogs, he was deposed, [ 
and put to death. The usurpation of Sforia ijuicklj follovi ed. 
The daugiiler of John Galena nmrricd Louis Duke cf Orleans, 
who was, in her right, to succeed to the Dukedom of Milan, 
in failura of hei>« male. Thus arose the pretentions of the 
HoBM of Vali^i, and the contettf whidi rendered Italy tbp 
grava of th«f nnoh army. 
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a codicil to his will, intimating that the monks should 
lay by a sum annually for its decoration and im- 
provement, added to its beauty and richness. Suc- 
cessive donations still further increased the wealth of 
the house; the genius and talent of successive ages 
contributed to its ultimate perfection, and the clois- 
ters of the Certosa hecame the studio of Lulno, Ge*- 
coMo DELtA Porta, Pbocaccini, Sacchi, Guerci\o, and 
others of equal note and ability. Aithough com- 
menced in the fourteenth century, the artists of Ita- 
ly were stiil working at it in the eighteenth; jeC 
the'labour of four hundred years scarcely accounts for 
the immeiisity of its details, its sculptures, its carv- 
ings, its statuary, its works in gold, bronze, ivory 
and ebony, its accumalations of prectoiis stones, of 
mosaics, of pictures, of frescos, and. all the wonders 
of ivealtii and art, wHch go to ^ perfecting its cha- 
pels, its dtoirs, and its sacristies, its altars, monu- 
ments, and aiansolenms. Even the Lavatojo, the. 
ivashing-rooni of the monks, is incrusted with basso- 
relievo, with busts and gems of the most exquisite 
■workmanship ; and its magnificent window of stained 
glass employed for years the genius of Christoforo 
Matteis, who finished it in 14^7. 

High in the midst of its silent, solitary, and over- 
powering magnificence, rises the mamoleum of iu 
murderous founder, Giovan-Galeazzo fiscanti. This 
superb monument, was raised by the monks to llie 
memory of their benefactor, a century after his 
death ; to give a hint, perhaps, to his successors, the 
Sforzas, to go and do likewise ! It was begun by 
P£ux(»iin ia 1490, and was finished by Giacoho ' 
DELLA FoBTA.itt iStiz'; its arnbesqiie foliage and deli- 
cate onunnenls were by^HAuroFoRo RoaiAno ^and the 
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whole isofthemostprecioua-Pariaii maiMe. When, 
howerer, all was finidiecl, irlien Mrtmonj of 

removing the hiortal remaios of thef?i^A^ f^uanUi 
was expteted, and wfaeu the superb urn, supptfricd 
by Fame and Victory (to image his conquests and im- 
mortaiity), was opened to receive his bones, ao one 
living could tell where those bones rested. His tmab 
was tbrgotten ; so almost was his existence. His £E&ts 
were preserved in chronicles, Trhich no one then 
I'ead ; and his memory had no place throughout his 
vast domaitis, but in the gratitude of the monks of ihe 
Certosa. Yet this \isconti ivas ^' the great explain of 
Am day! Dante! Petrarch! Tasso ! Arioslo ! how well 
identified are the resting-places of_^OH/- Jones.' Looked 
down upon, an ye might have been, by your military 
patrons,' how many foreign slepc have tracked the 
path of pilgrimage to your shrinesl and so it will be 
through ages yet unborn, when the Scaligebi, tha 
"ViscoNTi," and the D'Esti, shall have no place in 

• When the SciiiGtm of Verona began to be wear j of llicir 
iUust.rious protege, Danlc, »liom Ihi'y had lured lo their 
petty court, one of these Princes asked hira taualingiy, iu 
the midst of Iiis drrle, " wliy an amusing iiufFooh was pre- 
ferred by persons of rank to such men as himself j" Dante 
T«plied, " SympaAy- and similUudt htget Jrieadship and pre- 
firenct." It i» needleu lo add, be leon aftw driran 
fijom tha eonrt of tba Scaliger$^—%te Fetui^b's Rekdh 
llEiioaAnum. 

'* Giovan fiteonti, the fitunder id the fortunes of that fa- 
dily, voted hiUMlf tba patMn of Tatraioh, who for a tima 
lodged ia bit hooM. Tbu ViMonli wai a " great Captain," 
in tb» fullest sente of the word. Be was Arehbuhop of Milan ; 
.nndvthen he affected a (emporsl poner over his fellow-citizens, 
tbe Pope Clement VI., fHghteDed hy bi« increasing; inftiienee, 
■eat fail Kuncio to declare to hiin, that he must lake his choice 
between the two poweri, temporal and tpirilual. The Bishop, 



Digitized by Google 



Pavia. 293 
Inunsn memory, but such as your works and your 
stories dhal) accorcl them. 

From the dazzling splendour of tlie temple, and 
all its conconiitant buildings, it is gracious to turn to 
the cloisters of the Certosa, where all is simple, so- 
lemn , and stamped with monastic gravity and seques- 
tration, Jiehind a noble fabric, once occupied by 
the prior, and reserved for the reception of strangers 
and pilgrimi of ranfi, are the cloisters, inc rusted with 
tracery and relievos in terra-cotta, and serving as a 
portico to twenty-four isolated houses. These were 
the ceils of the monks ; each cell has two rooms, a 
little garden, with a fountain and marble seat. A 
wheel, on the outside, tnmed to receive: their food ; 
ibr there was no communication between the bre- 
thren, except in thechnrch. In one of these celb we 
remained for near an hour. It wJa preciaelf ' as its 
last inhabitant had left it, thirty years before. There 
was something melancholy in thepainahe had bestow- 
ed in his little garden, of about 3o or 40 feet in cir- 
cumference : he had painted or otherwise ornamented 
'every stone in the high wall; he had decorated his 
little foantain till it resembled a child's toy. The 
walk was a mosuc ; and the profusion of ilowers, now 
wild and degenerated, which sprang up amidst the 
high grass and matted weeds, evinced how much he 
was thrown upon this sad and circumscribed recess 

hivingmoat pontiGcaUj cafebraM the bum before UwHaii«o> 
betJiained bim-to him, mad takinf; the cmcifiz in one bawd, 
■od ■ nrord in the otfaar, said " Bere ii my ipirihiBl t — and 
here my temponl power I— Go, and tall the Holy Father, (bat 
with one— 1 shall take care to defmd tba other.*— -Be wa* in 
ftot a fiam aod vtiHant - warrior— and a most ortindox 
dinne.' 

a5 
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foi' occupation. There was a fine fig-tree in fruit, in 
one corner, which he had probably left a slip. 

The prior's apartments are spacious and princely ; 
nnd a vast room in tlie attic, which we found filled 
n'ith grain, was said to have been the temporary pri- 
son of Francis the First, after the memorable battle 
of Pa vis. 

One of the first acts of the refonuing system of 
Joseph the Second, was the suppreasion of the Certosa 
ofPAViA. . prior nd aonks were pensioned off, 
and oUiged to return to that society -which they had 
vowed to ibandoB for ever. Four prieets were 
pointed to officiate in the chnrcb on Sund^ and ho- 
lidays ; a iscnstan was named to watdi over and keep 
it in order. Except a few pictaros removed hy ib« 
Emperor to Vienna, and a few by the French,' the 
church and convent remain rich and picturesque n 
in the days of their greatest prosperity. 

It was on a mild and heautifiil morning in autuma 
that we visited the Cortow;^ and when we passed the 
ponderons and magnificent pofUds that lead to its vast 
court, the scene was most impressive. The noble 
facade of the church, embroidered with tracery and 
sculpture, the gothic architecture of the buildings, 
the gras5 starting between the stones of the pavement, 

' 'I lie Yiioi'a eonluLnetl the best collection of 

iiictiir,'-.. '['he Kiciicli farriiii off three of great value. In 
1598, oa Ihe <iissol.i(lon of tlie convent, the Prior's library, 
anil all the treasures of hia aparimeole, which -were immenM, 
■were removed- The Frencli arearcuseJ of having stripped-off 
the lead in many parts of the cloisters, etc. etc, j but bow, in 
th* heat of eonqu«Bt, they abstained as they did, is wonderfid. 
Tlw pal»^ mf one of the BunberleM allars, «U oompoied of 
preuMH itaniM, and auay iabid with gaOta, would c«D«tilate 
ihe ireasDie evin of a iplendid collcctioDi ' 



Digitized by Google 



PATFA. 

the echo of our steps, the solitude, the silence, the 
air of mingled splendour and desolation, combined to 
afiectdeeply the senses and the imagination. Amidst 
fte frapnents of a broken shrine stood a rustic cart, 
half nnladen of some new-made hay. A young wo- 
man was seated on its shaft suckling a lovely infant : 
her spindle lay at her feet. Her husband (the cus- 
tody) was at hand, occupied in getting in his little 
harvest. What a group for the cloisters of the Cer- 
tona ! • 

The impressions with which we left this fabric wer& 
singular, for they included almost a hope, that no- 
thing more interesting might present itself among the 
objects which r^nained to be visited. To be more 
pleased, would have bees to be pained I 

At th« diitance of four Italian miles from A« Cer- 
tOM, attheeztremi^of a noble »«nue of trees, and 
in a plain, called f6r its fertility " il giardino Mila- 
nese" (the Milanese garden), rises the imperial city of 
Pavia. At the entrance of this "ciltA di cento lorri" 
(city of a hundred towers) stands the ancient Castle 
of ^e Visconti, magnificent in ruin. One, among its 
well-preserved, stone— belted windows, was pointed 
out to us as belonging to Petrarch's chamber. It was 
covered with wild j^nts, which hang in flaunting 
festoon* for many feat down. Wtale we gaaed on it^ 
a soldier's wife (foi all that is habitable in ttib Tenei^ 

■ A gentkman, ttill linng at Milan, IM me, he perfectly 
remembered the PnoGoaitTosE of the convent drivinf; into Milan 
on business in a splendid coach and four. 1 hen wealthy 
professors of poverty had eitates tfaroughoul all Lombardy. 
Their lenants and fiirram ined to cone by haadred* toMHlo 
accouDts at the ooavest ; sad bMthetJhooJ wwe dw mo«t 
eniightened >griodt«i*ta V ItaVi psriod cf (farir dii- 
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able fabric is an Austrian barracli) hung a shirt tO 
dry over the foliage. The windows of the gBllerj^ 
where Petrarch undertook to arrange those precioiu 
less.' which the derer despot had colteetett, were co- 
vered intli leafier bdti, and other ortides of tiie mi- 

' The arraagement 5f these IISS.. vbid) conuBted of >11 
that wealth, power, or researdi could obtain, waa a (oarce of 
greftt delight to Pelrarbh, and probably the piinripal' tin 
between him and Vieconti, to whose patronage (be it obterved} 
he eat very looee. 

When the army of Franoie the ^t sacked P«*ia, thepalabe 
of the Titconti, Qie noblest and the oldest in Itiilj, was injured 
beyond repair. Lautrt-c, the coDunander-in-chief, bad for hia 
share, the gallery and HSS. ; every article of which he carried 
off to Franee, afi:er having pillaged the city and put the inha- 
bitants to the sword. The French preux and legilimatc kings 
were in no degree inferior to the parvenus generals and usur- 
pers, in Ihe mililarj art of spoliation. The fact is, lhat 
sifges and sackings have, in a!l ages, been alike bloody and 
mereiless. Let those mho were present at the horrors of the 
peninsular sieges, not perpetrated by enemies but by friends, 
tell their tale of Badajoe and of St. Sebattian. This Field- 
marshal tautrec had' too mnch concern in the fate of Italy 
during the sixteenth century, not to deserve a word en passant. 
Be was the principal means of urging his master into those 
fatal errors, where the only talents Repossessed, animal cou- 
rage and military skill, could be available J for, diil) and illi- 
terate, in pfBCe he was nothing. Bred in arms from his in- 
fancy, liis early successes in Italy won him the government of 
the Milanese. His sole instruments of rule were fear and 
violence. Haughty, impetuous, cold, and forbidding, he was 
bated as a man, anddelested as a minigler. Bt». [»'ide and 
hisimpetuoaity'led him tooomaiil fouha exlrendy injonopa 
to the interesti of hi* King. It owing to hi* bad counsel*, 
that Franeu the First was driieo ont of Milan, Puvia, Lodi, 
FiMBa,'BndPiaoenM) -by an Italian soldier, PaospEeo Colousa; 
a* Anttria afterward* was expdied from the same towns by 
another miKlarf-ItaUan. After the unfortunate affair of the 
Biooqine, Lantree never Tfoormd hia repnUtionj and though 
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litaiy toilet, from which the inn was drawing etliaU' 
tions of pipe-€lay. 

Opposite to this exquisite specimen of the domestic 
architecture of the middle ages, stands a modern build- 
ing of Dearly equal extent and importance. This 
edifice was raised by the French, for the purposes of 
a foundcry for cannon, and for an arsenal. Here 
immense machines 'were erected, and most ingenious 
water-worlts constructed. Here were schools for the 
artillery officers and engineers. The number of 
hands employed in the fabrication of fire-arms and 
cannon diffused industry and subsistence among the 
poorer part of the population.' Thir bmldiog bow 
lies waste, and the workmen, of course, are thrown 
upon mendicity, or other sources of existmce. The 
cannon necessary for the defence of Austrian Italy, 
are now sent read^made from the military maga- 
lines of Vienna ; a measure which was, however, a 
source of some inconvenience; for on their arrival 
they were found too small to receive the hallt which 
were cast by the French, whose cannon were of ano- 
ther calibre from that of the artillery made under 
the inspection of the AuUc Council. ■ 

hz cODlinued the prime fsTourile of his sovereign, whose 
mistresa, the CooihuieChsteKubriaad, waa Ihia preui's nitar, 
yet be died unpitiGd anddishonnuTed, and was buried by tfaa 
charity of a Spaniib nobleman, after the lapse of twenty years 
from his death. 

' Acrording to the Harqnis Halupina, the FQnderia,'-nih 
its schools, etc. etc. brou^t ■ SiiDion sf Italian livKi to the 
exchequer of Pavia. " La msggior parte della cui saaiuui 
(says the Marqiiii] ridondava a beneficio della cilti." Rear to 
lliis arscDal, the lute goTernment laid out a beautiful pnbtio 
walk, or fnrso, for the inhabitant], on the spot formcriy co- 
vereil with the ruins cf the <;iUde). It is. planted with fonr 
lows of trees, and a quantity of Gae ^irubs. 
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The main street of Pa^ia , the Strada Nuova, is en- 
tered by a superb gate of Grecian architecture , raised 
hy the late Italian government, under the Prince Eu- 
gene Beauharnais, and called Porta San F'iio. This 
street is terminated by the Porta del Ponte Ticino. 
Neither of these gales were finished in 1819. But 
-though the inhabitants owe tbem to the a-^orern- 
ment, the municipal courtiers of this always very 
GenBancity, have made them a present toibg' "Nos< 
tro Angnsto Sovraao" of the day ! 

In the Strada Nnova, ate the principal palaces of 
the Parian nolniity^ -who were described to ns, by 
one of the cleyerett members of that ancient body,,aa 
JieiDg Spagjuioloaiiiimi " — the term employed in 
this part of Italy, for e^tressing uttra-itm, or intimat- 
ing a party full of the old Spanish prejudices, and 
devoted to the descendants and representatives of 
Charles the Fifth. In Naples, on the contrary, to be 
Spagnuolosissimi at the present moment would have 
another and a very different, meaning. 

The palaces in this street are mouldering and dis- 
mantled ; and are mingled with shops, churches, col- 
leges, cafes, thpatres, and hospitals. In the morn- 
ing, this Jong ]>ut not .sjiaciims avenue (though the 
centre of the^Jlv, and indoutl the city itself, for the 
lateral streets am few nmi inlfirior), is still lifeless ; 
and exhibits hut little of tiir Imslle of trade, which, 
we were assured, was ruined under the late changes. 
In the evening, the Steada Nuova is the Conso, not 

■ There are no less than foor iiKcri; tion^ on t lie gale leading 
to Hilap, eacb conleoding with the olher foi- the palm of $ei- 
vilitj and bbehood. They now stiod open on the page ba- 
fbrema: bul l will not give oamncy to nnmenttd eulogjr, 
equally ditfracefal to the mtiter and the alave. 
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only for the few old carriages with the few old no- 
bles who occupy them, but the lounge of all the young 
students of the University, whom we at first took for 
military d demi-solde. Nothing, indeed, can .be 
more military than their air and st^, set off hj 
spruce large cocked hats ; for the UniTersitj of Payia 
has not yA resmned the monkish &ock, and the 
yonths hare still the air of the lelferes of the poly- 
technic schools of Paris. lExed with the carriages of 
the nobles, are the pedestrians of all classes and ages, 
all coming forth ^' per pig-liar il fresco" as they call 
swallowing dust, and perspiring between rows of 
heated walls, which render the street an oven. Mean- 
time the Austrian officers lounge on benches under 
the extended awnings of the cafes, smoke their cigars 
in the faces of the passengers, and talk German. 

The Strada Nuova terminates the length of the 
city at the gate and bridge of the Ticino. This 
bridge is one of the most curious objects in Italy, and 
one of the most striking monuments of the energy 
and activity of the Italians of the middle age, in all 
works of public utility. It was raised in i35i,when 
GioTanni di Mandelto was Podesta of Pavia. It is 
three hundred feet long, by twelve wide ; and is co^ 
vered by a emoas.roof, sapported by. a hundred 
columns of granite. Whrn iM Mw the Pmte.del 
T^ino, it was crowded with little .oratories and 
temporary chapels, mostly coosecrated to the Virgin, 
bat raised equally for exciting pie^ and extorting cha- 
rity ; as each shrine was guarded by a very noisy soli- 
citor, in a pilgrim's habit, demanding " caritii'.' in 
the name of the Madonna, and of all Hie uuqts who 
lud, since the Bestontion^ takm the bridgfl undn- 
t^r^wcial protection. i^cnrioHS ,circiu9Utolceff*St 
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that, wHle one end of &m Poate ^el Ti<nno vas 
guarded Autriui soldien, dt^^ieri, poUca, «te. 
Etc. etc. , tbm other was protected by the forces of his 

Sardinian IHajesty ; the Ticino being the actual limit 
between the l^itimate possessions of these respective 
autocrats. How long it will please Heaven to pre- 
serve this partition of its " divine grach," seems at 
present very doubtful. For though Genoa was de- 
spoiled of its independence, to round off the territo- 
ries of the gaoler of the Alps, and enable him to make 
head against the possible French jacobins of a future 
epoch ; yet we are told, that his Imperial Majesty 
has a penchant for Alessandria and the adjoining coun- 
try up to the Bocchetta, which probably may not 
long remain uiuatiified. 

From the main street of Pavia, others of greater 
antiquity branch off at ri^it aiigles,]trbere all is sad, 
desolate, and silent ; some tenunate in piazze or 
squares, opening beiore>-Wt and cm^roug palaces, 
inth irisdAWB lulf aaAaA, do»ri hanging Grom their 
hinges, halooBiea mould eKng orer hdaut^l but Ml- 
jag portioos, and the grass shooting up everjr where 
between the pavement. In one of these by-slivets 
are shewn the sites of the Imperial palace, when 
Pavia was a royal capital. This was a palace of The- 
odoric, often cited in the story of various barbaiiotu 
invasioas. It was standing in ah its gothic grandeur 
ia~the eleventh century, when a popular iasiuvecUoD 
against the tyranny of the Emperor Hemj the Second 
levelled it to the ground. 

Of the extraordinary edifices, which gave to Pavia 
the name a( " ciltd detle cetiia tOFri," the number 
wm is o««ierri^y 4niiaHh«tL Of ttose ibat. rtiil 
^muiB, ooe ii moM fearfoHy attached to Ae Ccua 
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Bdertde^ aad.lias u elentioii o( Iftjr^-Nx wins ; 
aBoUter bdongs to die Cat* Hamo-r-aiul both are 
eonBtdmd as nurks of great ^ttinction aad ttobilitf'. 
Hie origiilal iateation of these turreti mu interMtt 
de&Bce, brfore gunpowder or artiliet^ were Ihuwb. 
But thie primitiTe design soon d^genersled iats- 4 
spirit of rivalry- «iid ambition, sad a tower adjoin- 
ing to a noUeniaii'ii boune became a necessary appen- 
dage to his grandeur — a distinctive proof «f his raoV 
and consequence; — io a word, they became tiie lanil- 
marks of the moit puerile lanity. In one of tlieee 
lowers (uow 110 more), in the time of Tbeodoric 
King of the Goths, the celebrated Boeihius was shut 
up, and there he compased his treatise "Z>e Consola- 
lione PhilotophifB." The tower, as long as it ex- 
isted, bore his name. On the site where it Etood, 
now stands the Cata Malaspina, whose very en- 
li^tened lord hat placed at the entrance to his pa- 
lace a inaH>le numiiaient and host of the illustrions 
philosopher, with an appro}HTiate inscription, by the 
Abbe MorcelH. It is well known that Uie Bomaa 
Goosnl only left this tower to be dtecuted on the 
apace near the church of St, Peler in del cTont. 

Another of these towers, now fortunately lud low, 
was called *' Torre delPitao in Gi&," from its beii^ 
a reversed pyramid. It is only worth mentioning, 
as a proof of the perversion of taste in the age in which 
it was erected. This tower stood on its ajjex, near 
the Casa Olivano. Dijjfwidiy, not beaulj, was then 
Ihe reigning gtisto in Pavian architecture. 

There was in the neighbourhood of the Casa Ma- 
iaspina, another edifice of another age and interest : 
the house of a private citizca — Fkamcesco oa Bbossaho, 
the son-in-law of .EetuBCH, thejiutband o£ his fair 
VOL. i. 26 
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aaA mnckJored daughter. , Hare Petrarch retided 
With them, in his viiits to RiTisi more freqneittly 
than. at the Ducal Castle of the Visconti. Here he 
was woDt to fondle his litde grandsoa, whose death 
■cost him to many tears, and whose epiti^ he com- 
posed, with a EimpUcity which proved how little the 
Muses were called iu to assist at the composition.* 
Petrarch, as a domestic character, a iitther and a 
grandfather, comes forth in a new phasis, and excites 
other feelings than as the lover of Laura, and the 
crowned laureate of the Capitol ! Bat in all his rela- 
tions he seems to have been perfect.* 

To commemorate his residence on this spot, the 
Marchese Malaspina has raised a monument and an 
inscription, opposite to that dedicated to Boethius. 
This monument is erected precisely before the spot 
where tlie house of I'raiicesco di Brossano stood. ^ 

What renders the architecture of Pavia interesting 
to the common and historical observer, is preciselj 

' " J''nmciicus de Bi-ossa>io, Meiholnnensis , 
J„J„,^putcheretinnoc,^,j<,cet!uc.- 
This " iifiocent and lovely cluld," as \\n immorliil grand- 
ftther terms him, was buried in the Utile parish church of 
Sah Zeko, which long since was reduced to ruins ; but the in- 
BcriptioD, with some other sepulchral monumenis, na^ found 
strenD among leu precious fngment*. Th^'inacriptian is in 
gothic chincten. 

■ In none more than in hia ardent, luting Mandsh^ for 
jBoecMCtO; There is Mmething nlremely tender in his re- 
■nembmiM of him in his will, where he bequeaths a sam of 
fifty goMan florins, to buy him "a warm winter gown, to 
pumai hit nightfy lucubrations in /"well knowiug Boccaodo** 
oardesmeBB, and thai providing with posthumous vigilance 
'fur Ms comlorti. It is delightful to render to genius all the 

pfrttm'of vrfaiib dniness wouU deprive it. 

■ BrMsano wai agent lo the ilaltvina fainlty. - . 
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what must make it faulty in the eyes of fastidious 
i-f rtii— namely, that it is chiefly ia that semi-barba- 
rous style, called by ttie Italians Lonf;obardesco. 
This style is indeed barbarous, and often grotesque; 
but it illustrates the precise point to wbich civilization 
had reached in those " bold, bad days," and shem 
the progress of the arts through all the difficidUea 
which retarded their perfection. 

Of the forty-six wealthy convents, -whicti existed in 
Pavia, in the middle of the last century, not one ma 
in being under the Frenis^Iialian gorernmenl. Jo- 
seph the Second suppressed many j and the government 
of the kingdom of Italy put down the few that re- 
mained. The churches; however, though half shut 
up and unfit for service, were seldom absolutely 
destroyed. — Near the site of the palace of the Lombard 
Kings, stands the ancient Basiiicum of Saint Michael. 
History asserts it to be contemporary with the grim 
King, GRJSiOALDr, of the sixth century. This edifice 
is then (as a Pavian gentleman said to us), " Longo-^ 
BAfiDESCHissiMo." Contrary, however, to tbeLombard 
manner, it is not built in /)ie(ra-co«a, but in marble. 
Its cnrions and ponderous facade is covered with ba»- 
relieft that are of infinite value, for the manners they 
record. In one compartment, the angel Gabriel, a 
most dolbroiis figure, with a face as long as if he be- 
longed to the honse of Austria, is playing the fiddl«. 
(a cnrions fact for musical antifiianans). In another 
there is a representation of the Annnnciation, which 
savours of the Arianism at that time predominant 
among the Lombards. The angelic messenger is seen 
presenting a large foll^rovrn barabino to the j^irgiii 
Mary-f whb smiles most ' terribly opon him. Every 
where monsters the most strangely deformed (dte 
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probable remnants of Odin'5 mylbology, then oa 
tJemi'Soldf), obtrude themselves among Christian Se- 
raphim and Cherubim ; and the divinities of various 
iJieologtosm ingle with a toleration that savours of 
llie uufisediiess of opinions m that age. With this 
barbarous architecture are combined some fine arches 
»fpHn Gothic, iDtrodaced at ■ later period into Italy, 
and called bjr the Italians, tAcb thai cmploTcd, "slilo 

The dark, d«4)k entrance, or portico, of this TCiy 
andeat buildiiig, i» painted in firesco, in fanna 10 ter- 
rible, as greatlj to add to its mwM gloom. Here ara 
the large grinning, staring figures of Doctors, Saints, 
and Madonnas, which yrete trell fitted to be the idols- 
of the dark unsettled faith of times, in which not one 
ray of the light of Christianitj seems to have pene- 
trated, though everj crime was sacrilegiously com- 
mitted in its hallowed name. The idols of the Sonth 
Sea Islanders are Greek deities, when compared for 
beauty to these Gdgs and Magogs, these Molochs of 
the Church ! The frescos of St. Michael are by An- 
DRiNO D'Epesia, a contemporary of Giotto'sj though 
one might well suppose them coeval with thechurch's 
foundation.. The interior of this temple is equally 
gloomy, and almost ai barbarous, as the exterior. 
There is tHte spot carionsly payed with ancient mo- 
cak, where, it i* taid, tht Lombard Kings were 
crowned, wh«» P«Tk, the grare of two dynasties, 
was the ««^lal KoA royal cUy of tkt Kii^om of 
lt*ly. 

The Gathbbal of Paria is a vast and nf^ ediico, 
bcgHB iumIm- the «pisceptl sw^ of Cardinal ViKMrti, 
brother to the than reigniBgDnke of Milan, Giovanni 
Galeasso Viiconti, in ihe SAmth (wttnry. I fam 
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nothing to recall it to my recollection e^ii ejit that we 
visited it on the feast of the Rosary ;— and tliat, as I 
knelt down to read an inscription near the high altar, 
an old lady, jumping ofFher knees, approached, and 
seizing me by the arms, carried me off to another 
shrine, where, forcing me down on my knees, she 
esdaimed, " £cc0, Paltare del Rosario" intimating 
that lliere was butone attar in the chnrchoq fhatday, 
where prayer^ could be offered with efficacy. 

The CSiurch of Sak Pktbo m ciel d'oro, thongb 
snj^ressed by the Emperor Joseph the Second, con- 
tained the tomb of fioethius , and the body of the be»- 
ttfic doctor, Saint Augustin, the greatest sinner and 
greatest saint {comme de raison) of his age : — at least 
history asserts that King Luitprand had his precious 
remains conveyed there from Africa; but Mr. Eustace 
chills the piety and reverence with which it would 
naturally he approached, by his fears, that, " irtstead 
of the dust of the Christian Plalo, (he tribute we 
wish to offer to virtue and wisdom should be errone- 
ously paid to the putrid dust of some Northern in- 
vader, or half-'savage Lombard." This would be a 
Dustake ! !— but the sentiment vould be the same, 
and, no doubt, equally acceptable to the saint. With 
this couTiction , I aj^roached the spot where the tomb 
of alabaster raised to St. Angustin (as .Mr. Enstace 
in&nns the reader) stood. But .he matt hare seen 
the church of San Piet^, as he did the Certofai " in 
die dusk of the evening," or he would bare perceived 
tli^t it is a mass of , ruins, and that no such tomb ia 
there to be feund> This monmnent, a most carious 
S{wciiiien of the sculpture of the fourteenA centurjr, 
and containing three hundred figures^ .tras, on the 
snppressioBof the dturch, removed^vrith its contents, 
26 
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to tlie cathedral, ivhere, however, it has not yet been 
erected." 

But San Pietro in Ciel d'oro has another interest 
to lead the traveller to its ruined aisles, besides the 
arco of St. Augdstin. It is the scene of one of the 
pleasant adventures of Boccaccio's Pavese hero, " Mes- 
ser Torrello d'Istria di Pavia ;" and the lovers of Boc- 
caccio in Pavia, numerous there as throughout Italy, 
point out the spot where thej suppose that humorous 
and most philosophical genius to have placed the 
suuLptuous bed of Torello, where he was found by 
the Monks, the victim or rather the protdgdoi necro- 
mancy.' 

■ There is but one sure mode of getting at the truth of 
topopaphical hiitorj in Itilj; and that it by readiaf; Italian 
slHlislics by native wiiterg, themoit paiai-toliag and acM- 

T3le of collectors. One of the soureei of Mr. Eustaee'B vrnt 
seems to have been resorting too exclusively to Frtneh tra- 
vellers, such al lalande. Monsieur Rirhard , etc. etc. The 
former he has nrarly literallj trauslalcd for all thai respects 
the middle ages, and he lias also made uae of murli of his 
classical quotalion. The Italians very generally decry the 
French travellers, who, they assert, never know, or at least 
□ever speak their language j and against poor Lalande Ibey 
are very invelerale. They say (and a lady of the Casa Litta 
at Hitan, where Lalande was best received, assured me of the 
U-iA) that he was so crednlouB, that fais valet de place mad* 
biaa believe what he pleased ; and they qnote with trinmpfa 
hi» florid description of the beautiful aloe growing ie IIm 
garden of the Ambrosiana.. Thi» we saw just as blooming aa 
when Lalande saw it forty year* ago } for it bod recantly got 
1 new coat of pafaitj— bring taade of tin. Aftar the fint 
edilioo, Uilaoda cflMlllcd tUi dtaMtiptisa, «b a hint tnm ■ 

* fioccaodo, of all the " traceOluti," is the inott read ia 
Italy. The edition in cirealalion for yontb and for female 
readm, it [mrlKed fnmi all which the manners of (he pre- 
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The Church in Italy is naturally succeeded in the 
mind by the Theatre : — as they are both e<{ually po- 
litical levers, by which despotism has long worked 
its wheels, so they equally engross the time and atteo- 
tion of the people ; and they usually go together, 
among the sight-seeing duties imposed upon the cu- 
rious stranger. Our residence at Pavia was necessa- 
rily so short, and there was so much to see in the an* 
cient Iniubrian capital, that we had not any intention 
of going to the play ; and we should tUre niued 
seeing one of the most curious, if not one of the fitt- 
est theatres in Europe, but for the kind ffttentioa of 
ProfeuorR— , who aeduced us hj theo&rof hiaboi, 
and his society, the ni^t before our departnie. In 
the morning we had been struct by the tight, gaudy, 
brilliant church of Saint Francis, which might well 
pass for a court theatre : in the evening we were still 
more surprised by the appearance of a theatre, tvhich 
bad so much the air of a church, that until the rising 
of the curtain we could scarcely believe we had not 
corae to a vesper service, instead of a comedy. The 
whole of the interior of this theatre is of dark marble ; 

sent <)ny con.'ider oflensii-e. One of ibe eauaes of tliig popu- 
larity is 1 be boldness of Boccaccio's attaclu oa the Church, 
when liK wrote at the height of its corruption and power, 
Thi' Italians consider him as a patriot and a philoanpher, 
and his impiirilies ari- regarded with the same indulgence 
wbLeh Englishmen bestow on ihe oimilar faults of Chaucer 
and Shakspeare. Such faults are aione iinpardonsble in the 
polished writers of an age likr that of Charles the Second. 
In earlier epochs thry were symptoms merelj of rudeness ; 
but ID refined and civilized times, they are dedsira proofs of 
corroplion, — evidences of a stale of morals and nf taste aliks 
vitiated anil depraved. The descrjpfloiiii ' of Boeoacdo ne 
supposed to have been of facts : Ihoae of Chuki'i ftvourites 
were the efispring of impure imogiaaliftis. 
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the designs and ornaments are all ardiitectnral. Im- 
mense marble columns support ponderous arcfaes. The 
boxes are pews, the avenues are aisles, the pit is the 
nave, and the stage the choir. But never did -walls 
so gloomy echo to merrimentso broad, as that which 
we Tpitiiessed in the melancholy marble theatre of 
Pavia. The play was one of Feuekici's sentimeDtal 
comedies — ' ' L'orfancUo; " and the orphan was played 
by a little girl, who, lik.e all Italian children, before 
time and bad edncation baT«.ffpoiled Lfaem, was grace- 
tal, iatelligent, riTaciooR, and a charming .pantomi— 
milt. But it was the^irce — which, had it evenbeen 
playedamong Uiegothic tombs of St. Midiael, mi^t 
hare 

" Waktd wild laughter in the throat of death"— ' 

It was the farce, that was the object of the even- 
ing's attraction. The bill announced it as LeTrenta 
e Ire disgrazie di Menichino" ^'■The itiirly^three dis- 
asters of Menichino." Memciiino — the. abbreviation 
ot Domimchino, is the original of the French Jocris. 
From Molierc down to the writers of the Port ' St- 

• Wliakver H/nliere liorrowed of Italian farCT snd imbro- 
glio, lie jiui.l l>ac k in slerliiig ivlt anil sountl jjhiloso]>li)'— iIik 
philosnphj of living pature. But it must be remembered, 
Ihiif btfore, long before Moli^re's day, tlie Caiabbbia," the 
" MiBDKjcoiii," liie comedies of Arioslo, Lasca, Cenlivoglio, 
etc. etc. H-ere wriltea. Then came English comedy, rich 
above all in ^eDuine nit and biimour— Ihc TaLsiafT of Shak- 
speare, and the Sobadil of Beo JoDSon. France was Ike last 
to contribute to the gaj impulsiou ; and the French ( beyond 
all doubt the gmveit people of Europe) mi^ht liBfe still con- 
tin uad to borrow from the ConimeiUii ije^^./^rW, and to have 
laof^iad^aithej.bad long dona, at ihecifenae of the Ponta- 
fene, Ar^&cUa, and /iihUMTSfOfltalj, had Dot a.geniu* like 
Houns uuni, to then a conuc drama af thrii own. 
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Martin, much of ihe broad comfidy in France is bor- 
rowed from the ancient Italian comedy, or Corn- 
media deir Arle; aod many a laugh is still enjoyed 
At the theatres of Paris, due to the eminently &rcical 
humonr of Itatiaa comedy. 

The" Blunders of Menichino" ha:ve been played 
traditionally in Italy, nndervunnls titla, for a cen- 
tury back ; and yet the great Tariety of humorous 
acting, thrown in by the' actor de soh chef, renders 
the jokes atirays new, and the mistakes of the hero 
always lisibte. The Menichino who performed at 
Pana, was the Brunet <siLtmibardy; ■via<ih snffi- 

The TohnniBon " Theatr* lUHen de Ghtrardi" (pliji Tvrit- 
t«n partly in Freacb, ptrtiy in ttiliio, sad pcrfbrmed for 

more than a cenliirj', botli in the citj and the caarl,) provet 
the fact. Tlie Frencit literati, however, ami above all the 
acailemicians, rniilil iifver forgive Ihe Weight of obligation 
due to tbn niifjinal genius of the Ilalians ; and from the middle 
o( Ihe ijlh century, when the Italian language (lo deeply 
studied bj Ihe Regnien, the De^inarais, an.l llie Menage). 
began to decline in France, Ualian lituralure was jiiirsiied 
wilh a virulence, only etjual lo the ignorance hy which it 
was accompanied. The most violent crilirisms against the 
poets of llaly. have proceeded from the (lens of Bni^eau, Mar- 
montel, Chamfort, and La Darpe ^ but it ia notorious that 
with the eicegition of a smaltpdng of Italian pos<>e)Eed by 
Boilcau, not one of these writers understood or could read the 
language. La Harpe ii accused of having Judged the Alan- 
Jragora of M/ickiofe/li, from a translation in J. B. Rousseau's 
work^ ; and one of the profoundest Italian scholar! of this 
tga * (not a nativa Italian) haB.dedamI the jodgmenta of all 
to be " fiUM »ai abtitrd." The laci ii, Uarmoiitd copied 
theoldAbb^d'AubifjDHe; Chaaiforl** copied Hannontal; and 
they sU criticiied Afinito. Tasao, and Hacbiaiel, m Ibej did 
SbakipeaiG, from translalioiii, and at ^Nond'hand. 

* Giagatai. 
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dently males his eulogiuni, whatever may be his 
comic merit. During Ihe represenlatioa tliere was 
no time for applause; not a hand was raisecl; the 
reiterated shouts of laughing. left no pause for any. 
<!ther eihibition of i^roval. 1 blush to say, that 
after the reproofs which French ultra-crilia'sm has 
heaped on ray plebeian judgment, for preferring 
the " Vaudeville" to the ^' Franqais" and Moliere 
to Bacine, that 1 continued still but too true to my 
vulgar vocation, and that the laughter from our box 
was so unrestrained, as to attract the notice of a 
crocchio of the high and mighty nobility of Pavia in 
the next peu', who could not have laughed at Me- 
RiCHisOjOn pain of Lezc Nobles.ti-, and who accounted 
to themselves for the ijuietude of the aristocratic tier 
being thus disturbed, by a shrug unci an observation 
that " ci sono forestieri," (tbey are foreigners). 

This monastic theatre was buill in 1773, by four 
patrician families of Pavia, on a mercantile specula- 
tion (a thir^ to which the Italian patricians are rarely 
averse), as an inscription on the facade intimates. It 
is but poorly supported, and with the exception of 
Mmichino, and the charming little actress pf ten 
years old, the company was miserable ; iriiUeporflrty 
herself seemed to have provided the wardrobe, which 
was literally made up of '< shreds and patches." 

The Univeksity of Payi*. is one of the oldest and 
most celebrated of Europe. To its ancient splendour 
and reputation, the city it ennobles owes its title of 
the Insubrian Athens. Its antiquity and importance 
have the testimony of the formal and imperial diplo- 
ma (ff Charles the Fourth, i36i,which the city, justly 
VMn of its academic siq>eriority, demanded in the 
time of Galeazto Visconti the Sivond, A«a Vicar- 
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general of Italy. To Pavia, througli the long course 
of the middle ages, all the learned of Europe came 
occasionally, to break a lance in the lists of contro- 
Tersy. , Here came wrestlers in metaphysics, and gla- 
diators in polemics, from all parts of France and 
Italy; and Alciati and Baldus's drew disciples to 
tlieir schools, from tbe most typpoaite quarters of the 
wwld.' At one period, in the time of the learned' 
GioMme Maino, Pavia contained ihrte ihotutmd stu-^ 
tkfUsj but it declined in numbers aiulr^nitatioii, like 
every thing else in Italy, under Ae Spanish and Ads-' 
trian ioflneitce; - until, towards the end of the' 
eighteenth centary (not forty years back), it was so 
&Ilen, that even its former reputation was almost 
forgotten ; and this splendid establishment, so noted 
even in the fourteenth century, was without a library, 
a museum, collections, or any means of affording 
assistance to science, or public education. The wise 
and excellent Count Firmian, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary in Lombardy, was the first, after a lapse of time, 
to give some attention to an institution, once the glory 
of northern Italy ; and with the assistance of such il- 
lastrions fore%aers, and natiTes, as Boscovich, Spal- 
laiuaru, Ttasot, Frmds, Polta,' Saapa, etc. etc.'he' 
restored to the UniTersi^ mw^ of its ancient conse- * 
quence, and laid the fbandatioli ot a new- and briUiant 
repatation. 3ut ioiuch was 1^ to he done; and ikit 
much was splendidly eBected nnder the revolutionary 
changes of Italy, by native professors, and a native 
government. 

When Bonaparte became Emperor, he visited Pavia 
(i8o5) on his way to his coronation at Milan. The 
pomp of tttis journey, and the manner of his recep- 
tion in the capital of Loiabard Kings, left &r behind 
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the recorded visitations of Charlemagne and Charles 
the I'iflli, the one, like Napoleon, a uwrper, theother, 
as he was, a conqueror. The loyal city of Pavia rent 
the air with '■'■Vivats" of congratulation ; and people 
oiall ranks came to meet thi« Csesar of the day, .as 
his imperial barge was wafted by jacobin winds, down 
the classic waves of the Po. " Yesterday," says the 
'OKSIlsfeS,, or Morning Post of those limes, " (Pavia, 
7th May, i8o5) arrived at Meaana coni, by the Po, 
their Boyal and Imperial Majesties. An elegant Buc- 
cenloro transported them, with their suite, to our 
shores. A crowd of Pavese, Milanese, etc. etc. co- 
vered those shores. Every eye was diretled to the 
bark which contained the new moiiiirLlL luid hii au- 
gust consort (Josephine). Scarcely liaJ llie Emperor 
and King placed his foot {^pose il piciic') on the Ita- 
lian soil, by him twice conquered, redeemed, and 
raised to higher destinies, when the cannons fired a 
salute, to which the ' Vivats' of the spectators replied. 
Hhe august name of Napoleon ran from Up to Up, and 
eveiy heart pledged hun its fidelity and submission."' 
>— Then «ame prefects, and corporate bodies, from aU 
&Kid^P«^Wenti, to do homage to this sovereign [at to 
t^ttet^Skimen might semi them ; for corporate 
bod^ are every where the same, from the Po to &e 
Thames');aud lastly, Povia was brilliantly illuminated 

' I copy ibii from the Joamtds of ifae dif, wUeli, wMi 
other curious documeiits of the same tempoMVjr and local 
intereil, were collected for us duTine our most ^«IHtttiEG^ 
deuce in Lombardy. 

' "CorpomU bodies hai^ nosoal," saysLoTdCoke^ Th& 
i» lucky ; for it ii «|e»r ^ey have no cansdeaetsf Rod their 

pmaky, though^ol: i^faonl reward. 
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to receive her new Tlieodoric; and she appointed for 
his body guard, the ^lite of her population. 

The first visit of Napoleon was to the University, 
The rector, at the head of its members, received and 
harangued him at the gates, terminating his oration 
with the following words; " Da Carlo il Graadeebbe 
questo celebre Archiginnasio ti suoi primi priacipj ; da 
Napoleotic il Grande abbia la perfetta sua gloria ed 
eternastabilita!!!"— "Charles the Great (Charlemagne) 
laid the first foundations of 'this Univeni^; may 
Sapoleon the Great gm it ^ cimi^el«<m of it* 
glory, and an eternal Stabili^UI'' 

Bat di^a^h Napoleon wa* as fond of orierit^ ad- 
Arm^p%tfot i^, as if he were i legilUmate, he rarely 
had die pi£eace to hear them out withoat some en~ 
dent symptom of ennui, which the iteru^mGeof tme 
royalty never exhibits ; and he is said to haTe scarcely 
permitted the eloquent Rettore to conclode his onb- 
torical ^loge, when, rushiag by the learned corpse 
he left the farcical representation of " Emperor 
aad King" at the gates of the college, and, with 
his natural vivacity, petulance, and curiosity, raa 
from class-room to class-room, while his splendid 
miliUry suite " toiled after him in vain." Even the 
attendant professors found his celerity of movement 
and inquiry too much; and couW scarcely find lime, 
or breath, to follow and answer him. " Che scaola 
i quesla?" — he asked of the first school he entered. 
Ztwas the class of metaphysics, of his detested ideo- 
logy! sneered and look snuff; then turning lo 
one of the boys, he asked Qual e la differenza fra hit 
SomciiiK e la morle?" meaning- thereby, "Whatis 
the di^rence betireen tletp and dea& 7" This natn- 
raUzation of the Freich word "somn^U" was too 
vol.. I. a; 
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iiuicli for tlic boy ; and he turned for assistance to his 
learned master, who was as much at a loss as his pupil 
to comprehend the mystery of these royal metaphy- 
sics. The case, however, was urgent : for a professor 
to confess ignorance would never do ; but not to un- 
derstand the Emperor was worse still ; so down he 
plunged into a mortal disquisition on death, till Na- 
poleon, perceiving he was not understood, and that 
the metaphysician was talking nonsense on a nonsen- 
sical subject, turned from him petulantly, uttering 
the word ' ' B^tise .'" too well pronoonced to be mis- 
understood by any present!— He then hurried to 
anotber class-room, with bis usual question of " Cbe 
Scuola!" etc. etc. It was the class of his fiiTourite 
mathematics, and his eyes sparkled at the intelligence I 
He looked round him for a moment with great satis- 
&ction, then snalchiag a book from one of the young 
students* hands, he gave him a problem to work. 
When the boy had finished the task assigned him by 
the Imperial mathematician, his Majesty looted it 
over, andsaid, " iVb/ie CO,!!." "You are wrong." The 
boy boldly persisted that it was " eosi," and that he 
was right.' Napoleon snalclied the hook and pencil 
out of his hand; and the mastcrcoming in to the Empe- 
ror's assistance, endeavoured to convince him his pupil 
was not mistaken ; to the infinite (and not concealed) 
satisfaction of the rest of the class. The Emperor 
then took the slate ; and, while Marshal Jonrdain and 
others stood yawning behind him, be b^au to work 
die problem himself; till, sel&<onTinced of his error, 
he returned die slate, iridi a "Si li k bate/' but with 

* This " bay " it now om of the noblest patriots in Ibdjf 
I hsd dn an<oj«te eonfirmed bma bit own Hps. 
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the sulky air of a school-boy, who had lost his place, 
at the head of his class. He then proceeded to another 
school; — it was the, school of Volta, the H^ewlon of 
Elecliicityl Napokon ran up lohim with open arras, 
and be^ed bis class might be drawn out. To every 
proof of theimtraordiBary progress, the Emperor 
dapped the veneraUe professor &miliarly on tbe 
shoalder, exclaiming, Bravo, 'VoUul ImtvoSvous 
Sles digne if Clever lajeunesseV "You are worthy 
to bring up youth." It was in this class, that the 
Eiiijieror perceiving a little boy gazing on lum with 
all the fearless curiosity of childhood, look luni by 
the hand, and asked his narae. The animated coimle- 
DSnce and ready answers of the boy pleased liiiu; he 
wrote down his name in his tablets. Shortly after 
be sent for the tad to Milan ; and until his own for- 
tunes fell, he never lo=t sight of hiin. This youth 
becnnie one of [lie most dlstin|;nisLed officers in the 
Italian service. The University of Pavia was an object 
of munificent protection to the new goverument 6{ 
the Kingdom of Italy, and the imperial visit of ' ' iVi7- 
poleon il grande" was not among the least causes of 
its aggrandizement.' 

As a biiilding, the exterior of the University i» re-^ 
roarlmble tor its elegant simplicity : its courts and 
colonnades are antiquated, and have a cloistral air 
that snits wdl witb whole. Its porticos are spa- 
cioni ; and are iocrosted witli monuments, raised to 
the honour of the most illustrious of its deceased 
members. While we stood under thdr shade, talk- 
ing to some of the present professors, there was a 

' The profetwrthip coDfers oobilily. Th« profniors all 
take the title ^Don, and have Mveral prifilegeii 



Digitized by GoOgle 



3i6 Mm. 

sudden rush fortli of the students, on the breakings 
up of their classes. As they passed along, some were 
pointed out to us as belonging to far distant regions! 
There were sereFal yosng Gjrodkt, who had come to 
aliidjr medicmei tmt A-aaUan, and twoyoiuig Aiah- 
men. One of the pressors pointed ^kaa out ia tibfl 
words of Tasso,-~" iTeU* ultima lji»nda." They 
bounded on in all that s|Hrit and spring of youth, 
the hkssed attributes of that season of life in all re- 
gions. They were immediately followed by one who 
esciled a far different interest— by one who, proba- 
bly, like them, had often sprung along these vener- 
able doisters, ere the animal vivacity inseparable 
from genius, had eshaUsted its force in nocturnal 
studies, or spent its activity in the heated atmosphere 
of a laboratory. It was Volta ! theyonng men stood 
bare— headed as he passed slowly on, and returned his 
cordial saltife wilh profound bows. He approached 
our group; and we had (he honour of being presented 
to him by the Professor Couliliacchi, without waiting 
for the foiU of delivering our letters of introduction. 
VoLTA, aotwithitanding his great age, has retained 
not onily many of his highest faculties aaimpairedf 
but, In the brightness of his eye, and YiTad^ of his 
maimer, erincea by what strokes time and infinni^ 
eocceed in quenching die fires of a niperior nature. 
In Volta,they will probaUy expire with life iJone.* 
Tbe Uuseuhs, or Cabinets of the University of 

' The Prrfessor Volt» 19 theoldeil member, (stb one, of the 
Vniverrity ; and lliat is the venerable and celebrated Abate 
Tunburini, who is now approaching his ninetieth year. Hav- 
ing not long »ince given a new edition of a work aupposed to 
MTOur of Jansenism, he ha* been eicomnmnieated hj lb« 
Papc, M ■mA\ ai his printer PkrraH ; but ptpal thnndmbtdta 
now &11 iiuunMUs! 
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Pavia, are numerous and ricli. ThecaliineL of Na- 
tural History is magnificent.' The gallery of ani- 
mals is near two hundred, feet long, and tiie sub- 
jects are raised in successive tiers or stages along tbe 
walls; an elephant, and some other of the larger 
races, occupy the centre of the room. The li- 
brary was founded in the last years of Maria Tke- 
resa's reign, under Count Firmian ; but it owes 
its principal wealth to Joseph the Second, and to 
the additions made to it bv the Italian government. 
To the aclivity and liberality of this government, 
the University is also indebted for its fine botanical 
garden, the hot-houses, and a collection of exotics 
from New Holland— all novelties to the Italian 
botanists ! This garden has already enlisted the 
Muse of Lomhardy in its 'favour ; and the " Invito a 
Lesbia Cidonia," a poetical description of t*he Orli 
Bolanici, has been published by the late j^atc Mas- 
eherone, the Darwin of PauiaH! 

Of the many colleges which were formerly attached 
to the Universily of Pavia, three only, I believe, now 
remain; nunelj, the G«xegio Caccia, Borkoheo, and 
GaiSLmu. The former, founded \fj a noble family 
of HotjUu, receives onlythe youth of that city ; the 
second, endowed and nq^orted by the family Borr»- 
meo, educates and provides for ^r^-two students; 
and both are prooft of tbe liberal and patriotic feel- 
ings, and public spirit, of the old mercantile nobility 
of Lombardy. Tbe third was a papal foundatiob, 
and is due to the njiunificence of Pope Pius the Fifih, 
of the family of Ghislieri of Pavia. The patronage 

* St* Apptndiz, on Italian Hedicine mi ITniTersiliei. - 
ay 
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of lhi5 college jiassed to the Austrian government 
vnSpr Maria Theresa. The French-Italian ^o^ern- 
nient converted it into a military college, with 
schools for drawing, tactics, m a thematics, etc etc. ; 
hut on the retoni of the Aastrisns, these idwols were 
dissolved.* 

When m visited Uus boildiiig, the ^tieman who 
•GCtnnpaiaed us, took particalar pains to shew us 
the vast and nohle wmg i^ich the French bad bnilt, 
and which was now shut up. The drawiog-desls, 
and other accommodations for the pupils, still re- 
main. The edifice was dreary and silent, and the 
paved square, in the centre of which rises a colossal 
bronze statue of Pius the Fifth, was moss-grown and 
untrodden. 

The Collegia Borromeo is a stately and venera- 
Lie edifice, stamped with a character of ponderous 
and antique magnificence, that belonged to the public 
spirit of the day in which it was raised ; when all 
that was done for the public was so noble, and all 
that belonged to the citizen was so simple. This 
edifice is approached by a steep flight of steps, lead- 
ing to Tast and heavy portals, which open into a 
qiacious court. The conrt is surrounded a co^ 
lonaade, or portico, supported by doid>le rows of 
marble ctdamns. Anodier colonnade rises abeye the 
first, and is called logge; Maui titi* range are 
-the rooms of lh» stadorts.' Tlwre vm a sombre 
toraptnotuness m this goflik pila, ntrenelj inqwei- 
«m. It looked like a royal mosatteiyl— a n treat 
■toe moakuh empcFCM, who, like Gharies the Flfi^ 
' "{ha iuMiiption od the frost of Ghulieri b, 
" God (Po^ not) bsgan it j 
Cwar (tliaprumt Emperor] floUied It." 
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exchange tlie sceptre for the cowl, and carry much 
of their imperial pomp to the seclnsion of the cloister. 

While we stood lookiug on the whole imposing 
mass, from the Logge, we were joined by the Rbt- 
TORE or Provost, to whom we were presented by wiie 
of the Professors of the University. As this scho- 
lasticchief approached, stately in step, lofty in figure, 
dignified in mien, with the slanting light brighten- 
ing Us uncovered head, and his fnll black nobe 
flaunting on the air, it was impossible to coaceive a 
more picturesque representation of collegiate dig- 
nity. Snch might have been the first Rsttore, ap- 
pointed by the founder; and every word and motion 
was consistent with his high vocation. A voice deep 
and loud — a manner decided and dictatorial — intimat- 
ed one accustomed to rule and to instruct. He was 
a monk of the Oblati, an order particularly fashion- 
able at present with the old nobles of Lomhardy, 
though not formally restored. But he was also a 
gentleman of high birth ; and blended with the dignity 
of the Reitore, ail the courtesy of a man of the world. 
He insisted on shewing us the whole vast establish- 
mmt lama^, from his own apartments to the 
rooms ' <^ tbe students ; and the details and anecdotes 

' These were spacioui, exceedingly clean and fresh. Tbe 
open CDHments were filled with geraniiima, roses, and myr^ 
ties, but all contained a book-case (llis books were reiigiooa or 
scientific), a small white bed, with a prie-Dieu, crucifix, and 
a vase of holy water. At the head of the bed generally bans 
tbe pLctuie of the patron saint.~We intruded upon the Sub- 
fteitorc, a venerable looking man, seated »t an old table co- 
vered with ponderous volumes. The depth of lighta and sha- 
dcnn, b'a figure, conntenance, and stndM^t air, were in 
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into whicli he entered, relatiT« to the institaticHit 
were quite as interesting as the objects which gaVo 

rise to them. 

The most remarkable apartment in the Borromeo 
is the Gran Sola, where the degrees are conferred. 
Its distioction is ils splendid, its beautiful frescos, re- 
presenting (as the Bettore told us) '* la vUa e le gette 
iii San Carlo fandatore" (** the life and feats of St. 
Charles the founder"). These are principaHy by 
Federico Zucchiro, an artist as interesting by his life, 
as admirable for bis genius. Zucchiro ranks high 
among the ■^PiUorifrescantt;" and the walls of the 
Borromeo gallery are covered with his chefs— d'ceuvre 

One of the first representations is the infant saint, 
in the arms of his handsome nurse, surrounded by 
his family — all portraits! Among the most striking 
of the figures which fill up this group is Zucchiro 
himself (for it was then a prevailing fashion for emi- 
nent painters to bequeath themselves in this manner 
to posterity): the date of this fresco is i6o4. — St. 
Charles in the desert follows. This desert was evi- 
dently a copy of the delicious woods of Como, and 
such was thevivid freshness of foliage, that it deceived 
the imagination, and seemed to cool the room, which, 
diough spauoiu and emp^, was insQpportably hot. 

The Pope conferring the Cardinal's hat on Charles 
Sorronteo, represented images which I afterwards so 
•ften witnessed at Rome — particularly the Swiss 
guards, dressed now as they then were, and doing the 
sameduty. — The frescos continueto follow St. Charles 
from the cradle to the tomO. The last is his death- 
bed scene, finely and affectingly executed. Of these 
superb pictures not a line is efbced, not a tint &ded. 
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The variegated richness of the arabesques, the d«ep 
hlue of the ultramarine, all are still vigorous and bril- 
liant, us was thegenhis to which they owe their splen- 
did combinations. A part of them were by Cesare 
Nebbia- The architect of the Collegia Borromeowas 
the arduous Pellegrino Pellegrini, who has so largely 
contributed to the monastic and ecclesiastical archi— 
lecture of I-omLardy. 

TiJKRE is no private society in Pavia; the corso, the 
opera, the church, include all the occupation and 
amusement of its inhabitants. Its great allractton is 
its University ; and the youth who compose it, like the 
students of Turin and fiologna, all belong to Europe 
and the age, iu spite of the numerona inscriptioiu 
lately fixed up «q the walls of their colleges, to recall 
them to the fealty and &itli which bound their an- 
cestors ia the leaden chaina of Austria. 

Since Pavia ceased to be a royal and imperial capi- 
tal, it has gradoally sunk into subordtnation to the 
city of Milan, and is to that city what Padua is to 
Venice, and Pisa to Florence — the revcr'^e of the me- 
dal! Like all the lesser towns of Italy (Bologna 
excepted), it is the refuge of such ancient prejudice 
as still survives ; and, to a certain extent, it is devoted 
to the high existing powers of the day ; partly from 
an old alfectiou for that imperial sway ivliicli once 
gave Pavia siicli importance, partly in opposition to 
its great neighbouring rival, whose domineering su- 
periority is not, perhaps, always exercised with a 
due regard to the self-love of its neif^ibonr. The 
present govmrnient foments these muniapal diffinp* 
ences, with a Hadiiavetiaa policy; well aw«re that 
the nni^ of the Italian cities wcnld be the grave of 
GcvBom despotism in Italy. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

GENOA. 

Roule lo Genoa. — Voghera. — Tortona. — Sovi.— 
The ^^enmne*. —VoLTAGio. — Boccheita. — Ge- 
noa. — Suburbs. — GalUy Slaves. — Saj-. — Palaces 
§y moonlight.— Palaao Dumzzot Spt'nola, Ser- 
ra, elc. etc. — Ptdazxo Doria. — Palace of Oliver 
Cromwell.— Ducal Palace.— Doges.~~CavixaBs. 
—SanStefimo,—SanLortmo. {TheSagro Catino.) 
-—Anmmciaia. — Franciscans.— Vniversity.-- Bo- 
tanic Garden.'— -Jesuits. — Crn. — Street-Peptda- 
tion.— Oratories and Shrines.— Facchim. — FiUa 
of St. Anna.. 

In thenew^vinons of Italy, accarredby the Holy Al- 
lisnce, the Emperor of Austria and the King of Sardi- 
nia are perpetually crossing and intersecting each other; 
and the traveller, subjected at one moment to the in- 
quisitorial inspection of the agents of the aullc Coun- 
cil, is in the next, delayed and cross-examined by 
the officials of the Piedmontese police. On quilting 
Pavia, and crossing the Ticino, we again entered 
into the dominions of his Sardinian Maj^ty. But 
while masters are thus changed, the lai^ u always 
the same, teming with froitfuinesa — a ympetaH 
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series of rich plains, watered by manj streams, and 
cliiefly cultivated with Indian corn, and with rows 
of mulberries, and other fruit-lrees. 

VociiERA is the first Piedmontese town on the con- 
fines of the Pavese and Placeotian territories. When 
seen from a distance, it looks picturesque and pretty, 
from the peculiar beauty of its position. But when 
entered, it is dreary, thinly populated; and contains 
nothing, either mpderu or ancient, to interest or 
strike. The. road continues through a fertile level} 
with increasing clusters of mulberries, which ali- 
ment the principal branch of trade pursued in tbese 
districts. 

< At two posts distance from Voghera rise the towers 
and spires of Tortona— Tortona, so conspicuous in 
the histoty of the Republics of Italy, the ^thfal ally 
of Milan, and the victim of Imperial vengeance. 
Tortona, the wealthy, the ni^Ie, the independent- of 
other times, now moulders a sepulchral monument 
of its former greatness. Gloomy and ruinous, its 
desolate and silent vastness is scarcely peopled by 
8000 inhabitants. Many of the "case nobili" shal^ 
tered and neglected, still remain, and rise in pom'- 
pous ruin among meaner habitations ; some of which 
were without sashes. Its churches are numerous, 
but decayed. Its fortress, once so celebrated, strews 
its almost levelled ruins upon an height above the 
ScRivii. They had long become useless, like other 
mural defences in the present state of military science, 
and were demolished by the Frebch ; thongh now 
perhaps lamented by the fortress-loving King, who 
has lately become the master of a territory they no. 
longer protect. 
Notwithstanding the richnen of the 9oil,thepeasa»- 
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try, llioygli not ill-looking, had a meagre, and ivorii 
appearance. The women's heads were ornamented 
hj a quautity of silver hodkins, forming a sort of co- 
ronet or star at the back, and confining a profusion 
of plaited tresses. Many of the elder women wore 
square linen veils, embroidered, or trimmed with a 
coa»e lace ; and the worst-habited among them might 
baye passed for a princess in grand costume amnng 
that race, whose misery has no parallel in the lowest 
degradation of other countries — the peasantry of 
Ireland. 

The Apennines, as Tortona is quitted, begin to as- 
sume importance in the far-spreading landscape ; at 
first floating lite JisUnt vi^urs, then undulating 
above the surface in lines more defined ; swelling 
slowly into hilly chains, and gradually rising into 
mighty mountains, the lesser Alps of the regions th^ 
dominate. ALEsSANoeii! and Marengo! (places of 
such importance in ancient and modern story, where 
the fate of Italy was decided in ages so distant, and 
Imperial Austria was twice beaten from her plains) — 
Alessandria and Marengo are left behind to the right ; 
and Novi, at the foot of the Apennines, the first city 
of the modern Li guria (entered by this routej pre- 
sents itself under great novelty of aspect. This little 
city was of corisidcr.ihle importance under the Ge- 
noese Republic. \h'vi: the Genoese merchant had 
the magazines and stores, for such merchandize as 
his argosies brought from the Levant, and which here 
passed over the Apennines in their way to Loml»|^^ 
and Gfirmany. On the heights which stretcU,^^^ 
tiip -toT5ai4i9?»i.tiieir wonlrj-houwR, whe»eihe^^|i 
autnmii Wew refreshed by Alpine law^f^.iwijl 
nuiCf^uM^ concerm were tttn£titjr .puniud, w^e 
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rural recreation vS£:ii>itci«ently enjoyed. Rut Novi 
was then the inlailcl (tmporiani of a free government, 
and a prosperous cornmerce ! It is now the properly 
of a new and foreign inaster ^ tlie ancient Republic if 
no more; and il-i warehouies, depri\od of the com- 
merce which filled them, are shut up: the casinos, 
deserted by their impoverished masters, moulder, 
uninhabited, picturestjue ruins, which attract the 
eye, iind beguile the fatigue of the traveller, as he 
ascends the steeps of the adjoining Apennines. Still 
there is in the iidtabitanb of No\r and its enviraos 
0B air of opulence, "whitA national prosperity is-sure 
la leave long behind it. The heirloom costumes of 
13ie Nouarese peHSBntry are of less brittle materfalt 
than governnients and political combinations ; and 
«iany a silken vest and quilted boilice, many a chain 
of gold, and of coral , purchased in the days of Genoa's 
prosperous fortunes, have witnessed the fall of Dynas- 
ties, and the overthrow of Empires ; yet still remain 
to deceive ths eye of the uninquiring stranger with 
shews of rural and of commercial wealth. It was ahoH- 
day when we entered this ancient city — all the finery 
and spirila of the inhabitants were abroad ; the stone 
benches heiuie the iionses, and ihe church porticos, 
were crowded with loungers. The shops were shut, 
and paper lanterns every where suspended. Madon- 
nas with new tin crowns, and saints with laurel 
wreaths, indicated the intended pious festivities of the 
evening. The old' vdmen were in rich silken da- 
mask petticoats of mkvy breadths ; the yoiitig women 
llad pretty silk and sat ia Ijodices : all had a profusion 
of coral and silver liUgreeoni^entB^, aad none 4ere 
without a long veil ofpririteA lib'^ bt muslin, thrown 
gracefully back from heaJ-— tSe Vme Genoese 
VOL. I, a s8 
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costume, which, changing little in form, as we ad- 
vanced, only increased in finery. 

The Apennines seemed to ascend from the last nar- 
row street of Nov! ; and so abruptly, and by so 
wretched a road, that no consciousness of its being the 
daily effort of the posting horses to overcome such 
difficulties, can give confidence during the Brst few 
miles of the painful ascent. As the first acclivities ar« 
gained, the mountaiii-scenery opens amidst a sjiccW' 
sioa of amphilheatric altitudes, which, seen as w« 
lieheld them, bathed in tlie mellow lustre of an aa- 
tnmoal eremog's lights, bear no description, and are 
Ixyond all parallel of scenic beauty. Here and there 
wfere spots of peculiar loveliness, which serve u land- 
marls, amidst the indistinct recollections of acrowded 
memory. The view from the Molinario was among 
the number : woods of oak and chesnut darkened to 
the left, or opened paths of sylvan vistas that let ia 
a long stream of yellow light. The heads of moun- 
tains, now ail purple and violet in the evening haze, 
were crowned with the white spire of a church, or 
the turret of a castle. The road was cut along the 
edge of a n ood of cliasnuts, in which a defile was 
opened, guarded by a high pole, on which swung 
the painted representation of liigh armorial bear- 
ings, a coronet, and inscription. It looked like the 
acms of some feudal chief, to whose castle the wood- 
path led ; or recalled the " Tr'eve de Dim" placarded 
on certain days in the middle ages, to give bloodshed 
and feudal strife a pause. But this Go^c image was 
soon explained, by the little bilf which peeped from 
its Tines on the otber side of the road, with the Saunt- 
ing si^ of the Piedmontese anm, and the inscrip— 
ti^n of CuMunnu Raus "— <f IbQral pptJutwe-" 
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Some Piedmontese officers were driaking at the door;" 
their uniforms were thrown carelessly on the buslies 
beside them ; they pledged as gaily as we passed, and 
seemed sufficiently to enjoy their sequestered qow- 
ters, where the mountaineer forces of the Ancient 
CooDts ofHaurienne, and Bakes of Savoy, had ones 
as little chance, as thdr descmdaDts have now a 
right, to domineer. 

The valley, rock, and fortress of Gavi, the anoent 
defence of the mountain-path, succeeded ; and a Ste- 
rile and savage chain of mountains, rich only to the 
eye of the geologist, is again ascended. Its rocky de- 
files (which we passed by moonlight), sometimes 
skirting a precipice, sometimes joined by a wooden 
bridge over a roaring torrent, lead to the wretched 
village and unaccommodated post-house of VoUagio, 
the sleeping-stage between Pavia and Genoa. 

Here the stranger first feels that he is about to 
take leave of the improved civilization of the King" 
dom of Italy ; but, all wretched as the place appeared, 
we hailed with great satisfaction the light of the par 
per lantern, which vibrated in the blast, above the 
door of its dismantled ino. A yonng half Spanish, 
half Italian cd^et (fe ^2ace (im^ppeannce and addreu 
a perfect Figaro!) insisted on onr receiving him into 
our service; being sent, he assured us, by friends of 
ours, who e]^>ected us at Genoa, to conduct us over 
i\i.eBoGchetta. He had forgotten their names and ours ; 
but "Questo," he said, " non Jit Tuente," (" That's no 
matter") — he would accompany us to England with 
great pleasure, as travelling waa his object ; and he 
had heard we were such " buona genie" (" such 
good folk,") that he was. sure he would be as mnch 
pleased widi m, as we conld not £ut of being de- 
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lighted wi'th liim. The fact was, tliat in spite of his 
impudence lie was so amuriing, w itUellifetit, and so 
importunate, lliat we felt some difliculty in resisting 
his offer. 

Tbe Bocchetta is one of the highest, rudest, and 
least acceeaiUeaccliTitiesiD this part ofthe Apenoioes. 
For ages, bofrarer, it presented the only road from 
Genoa to Lombard^ , and was among tbe manj mland 
obetrnctions whicb rentlenett Genoa so difficnlt o^a^ 
ceei, eicept by sea. One of tbe 6rst acts of tbe go- 
remmeDt, oi^anised aftn- the rerolntionary cbangei 
!n Itatjr, was to Improve and moltiply roads between 
the different States ; and to facilitate communication 
between cities which had so many liereditary causes 
of csd'angement. The French, during their occupa- 
tion of Genoa (to avoid the dangers and difficulties 
of lUe Bocchetta, and oilier mountain-passes), struck 
out three noble roads : the first penetrated into Lom- 
bardy, and was cut through the bed of the torrent 
" (/c/flwo, " and ituuiledto safety and commodious— 
ness, the most beautiful prospects of the country. The 
second, was to open along the sea'Coast, and facilitate 
a communication between France and Italy, The 
third — the finest design of all —was the great road 
}aid down to open a direct land-passage to Rome, by 
the name of the " Slrada Romana. " It was to be 
carried over the failU of Aixao tai Nnm, and was 
to penetrate through tbebotem ofa mountaiii, whose 
Kclivities could sot be leretled : « ganery, like those 
ttiat make the wonders of tbe Simplon, was to be 
scooped thrcHi^ the rocli ,andto open a subterranean 
po« ting-road. These great works were considerably 
•dranced, and pne was nevly finiriied, at the period 
of the Restoration. When we arriyed in the Genoeae, 
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ia i8ig, they wen itiU «s they had. been left in i8i4 > 
and, in common with oth^toarellera, we were obliged 
to encounter the almost perpendicular ascents, and 
broken rutted roads and precipices of the Bocchetta. 
Risk, and appreucusion. iiowcver, are nearly repaid, 
by the magnificent views its aitiludes command ^ and 
the first burst of Genoa and the Mediterranean, from 
one of its declivities, leaves no room for regret. 

The descent from the Bocchetta is romantically 
beautiful. It falls gradually into the valley of the 
Poncevera, and cotiliiiiii's lo wind along the banVs of 
that deep-channelled torrent,' amidst a succession of 
little villages, tbe most considerable of which marks 
the last stage to uenoa, ana laus its name of Cahpo- 
Marone from the wood of chesnutt by wbich it ia 
sheltered. 

We descended the heights of the Bocchetta in one 
of those golden showers of sunshine so peculiar to the 
autumniJ mid-day of Italy. " Gsitoa TBE Sdrrb, " 
snrrounding the semicircular sweep of its beautifol 
port, i^ipeared in full relief; palaces rising in amphi- 
theatres againat those abrupt dark cliffs, which seem 
to spring tram the shore, and are crowned on their 
extreme summits hy forts and towers, mingted with 

. ' On the oeetsion of tbe siege of Genoa, a large bodjr of 
.instriant enoamped in the dij lied of this torrentj and a 
■uddaa fall of rain taking place, many hundred loldiers were 
drowned by the waters descending from the mountains with 
a rapidity thai precluded escape. This piece of military tac- 
tics reminiled "S forcibly of that Austrian cnunceuvre criti- 
cised \a King Holiiij and wheo we recollect tb: purpoars for 
which the tlrenglh of the emjiire are now employed, it is 
toarcdy possible to forbear regretting that their foresight has 
erer b««i more awakened, or tlwic nilitary ikiU more re- 
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biglt-poiMd cariooi and pending tUIu. In the front 
of these home featnres tif-ports.aoA palaces, ^rexds, 
Mne and boundless, the Heditenmemt seen at first 
with a startling sensation of pleattuv, and for ever 
teen -with the, interest which belongs to its anoda— 

tiODS. 

The environs of a maritime cilj, ihongh always 

But VtC found ii] tlic suLiurLs, whicli open along the 
shore to ihe gales of Ge.noa, a feature, which, if nol 
peculiarly ila own, was at least, when seen for the 
first time, a heart-sir iking and deplorable exhibition. 
This was a band of gailey-slaves, yoked to a heavy 
wsggon, and dragging some marble slabs from a 
quarry, along that burning shore, whose heated 
sands, impressed with the sun of that ardent cliroe 
and season, seeiued to emit particles of fire. These 
wretched men had no dress but canvass Irowsers and 
Test; their feet, legs, arms, and (in spite of the darting 
sou-rajrs) heads, were bare! their broSEed skins were 
crimsoned up 'to their ^pping brows ; every rinev 
was starting, every nerve was strained, every vein 
swelled } their arms were folded on their stooped and 
panting breasts; thejr wm duuned in coi^les; and 
on ihe iron ring which clasped their worn andes, 
was engraved the word Libertas. " This was a ter- 
riUe sight! it was the more terrible, because it is 
notable, thatf for centaries back, any intrigne of the 
powerful, any court or church influence, couM con- 
demn the most virtuous, the most noble, to this 
fearful and degrading punishment for life. In ruder 
times, conscious power veiled not its crimes in so- 
crecy; and hypocrisy, was not then the vice of cbnrdi 
and state omnipotence. Hone bow are condemned 
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in Italjr to &a gaUejg, bat the piil^ or the poor. 
But who that has teen the fii^tful forbwues, and 
itate-pmons of Italim (overeigns — vho that has sebn 
the (laDgeons still prmrred, even in fbe palaces of 
princes, would not prefer ihe wiiip and chain, worn 
and inflicted in the broad light of day, in t|ie pore 
air of heaven, with alt the exhilaration of exercise, 
labour, and buman communion, — to the solitarjr 
confinement, by wbicb tbe decency of Continental 
despotism now conceals tbe misery it inflicts mi the 
victims of its suspicion ? To tbe incarcerated tenant 
of the loathsome dungeon, breatbing pestilence in 
perpetual silence, maddened by the preying of life 
upon itself (and hundreds such exist in Italy , and 
more especially in France), the galley-slave is an 
object of envy. It is indeed remarkable that the air 
of these slaves is more cheerful than desponding ; and 
there seems to be a good-natured intelligence between 
them and their guards (Piedmontese soldiers), vrbich 
must st^en the hardship of their iate, if it does not 
sJnte the severity of dieir pniiishinent.. 

This Suburb terminates at the walk of the ancient 
Emponum of the Ligunan shores, which is entered 
by the Porta delta Lantema. The town is nnder the 
special protection of the Madouna, who strides ahove 
the archway of the gate. Never was warden, how- 
ever, less wary than the celestial cutcode of Genoa ; 
and, in spite of tbe inscription to ber honour and 
glory that shines on tbe frieze, she was seen to admit 
the anti-papal French with as little reluctance as she 
afterwards received the new legitimale Duke of this 
old r^ublic. All around this gate, even the half- 
demolished foDnlBui at its sid», is ruiaonsly fine; 
and the noble, the silent, the desolate palace of 
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ANDRBi Dmu to-its right, the curious old hangiDg 
gardens and pavilion to the left, and the archway 
which Qiiites all above the passenger's head, complete 
one of the finest architectural pictures of the en- 
trance into an ancient and ruined citj', that can well 
be imagined. 

In passing from the gate of Lanierna to the 
holds Trhich are ranged along the Bay, the carriage 
witli ilifficully proceeds through the only line of 
lanes in Genoa large enough to admit such a vehicle. 
The walU of the port rise so high on one side, as to 
preclude all view; on the other, furnaces and forges 
under sheds, with great depths of shadow, and glow- 
ing wilh the intense heat of the atmosphere and their 
own fires, produce a sort of Pandemonium ; all is 
noise and flame, heat and suflocation, until one of 
die DUiny little alleys, which open occasionally to the 
left, receives the stified stranger (from whose enjoy- 
ments all thatwBs bright and freshhas been banished), 
and fame hotel, already, recommended, is gladly en- 
tered. These hotels are situated in a row of hontef 
rising high above the sheds and stalls and forges 
which line the street, and their lovrer apartments are 
on a level with the sommita of ihe opposila walls. 
From their windows, the Bay hursts in all its beau^ ; 
but its fervid breezes bring no coolness, and the in- 
tolerable noise of an Italian port ceases only with 
the firing of the evening gun. 

An accidental event gave us the first view of the 
far-boasted Palaces cf Genoa hy moonlight. Some 
Milanese gentlemen (for the sake of whose society 
we had at this particular season visited Genoa, con- 
.trary to our intention], bad got the start of us by a 
few bours; atid we just anivedis tine to join them 
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at dinner, and to accompany them after coffee, on a 
boating party in tiie IBay. The Captain of the port 
(whose barge we nere in) presented us an invitation 
to visit an English man-oftvia'j lliea lying at anchor 
in the Lay ; and tiie aoveltj and grandeur of the 
scene, and tlie polite attention of the officers of the 
Guscow, induced as to renudn on board till the even- 
ing was advanced. The ftbignes of the Bocchetta 
were forgotten, the languor occasioned bj the insup- 
portable beats of tbe day was chased by the freshen- 
ing breeze wbicli curled the waves, and we continued 
on the water till light after ligtit disappeared from 
the vessels in the harbour, and the red lustre of the 
Lanterna, the light-house of the port, shone in soli- 
tary pre-eminence. The moon rose, and, leaving tbe 
lower part of the city in deep shadows, concentrated 
its bright effulgence upon the acclivitf, crowned with 
those noble palaces, which have giTea to Genoa 4e 
title of" the superb." 

On landing, therefore, we proceeded at once by 
the painful ascent of the dark, narrow, steep lanes, 
of which the city is composed, to the only street 
deserving of the name, which, extending in an irre- 
gular line, takes the various appellations of SmoA 
NuoTA, Strada NuoTissniA, and Strada Balbo. The 
perspectiTe of this double line of architectural splen- 
dour was eminently picturesque. Tbe palaces of the 
ancient and onc^wealthy aristocracy, buried in deep 
shade, or glowing in the warm moonlight of an 
Italian autumn, became alternately imposing by their 
mass, and attractire by their rich and varied forms ; 
while the strongly marked shadows of porticos and 
colonnades, cast upon the parement amidst a flood of 
surrounding light, added extent and m^es^ to the 
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buildings from which tliey were projected. These 
porticoi, here and (here dimly H-hled by i.n ill-fed 
lamp, suspended from, their marble roof, frequently 
discovered ihe interior court, with flights of steps, 
hanging terraces, statues, orange-trees, and fountains, 
whose curving spray caught and reflected the moon- 
beam, and fell back into the sculptured basins from 
vbidi they rose. 
' These Trere the palaces raised mercaBtile wealth 
anA Tepublican manificence ; palaces which prove 
that mouarchj is neither the sole, nor the best, pa- 
tron of the arth These are the palaces which bad 
BuBESs' for their historian — the Dobia, the Dciuzai, 
the FiESCBi of old, for their masters — and Emperors 
and Kings for their gaests. They were silent anA 
desolate now, as the ruined monuments of an esca— 
valed cily : and at that hour when all in this patri- 
cian avenue was once so splendid and so bustling — the 
moonlight midnight hour of Italian enjoyment, 
when the festive " quarania" were wont to assemble 
in the fairy halls of the Brignole, the Serra, or the 
Spiiiola—ihe silence and the sadness of Pompeii or 
Palmyra universally prevailed. Hot a light glim- 
mered from those beautiful windows designed by the 
Alessi and the Fontanas — not a foot-ball disturbed 
the stiUness of their porticos, or faded along the 
painted vaults of their open corridors. In the midst 
of sneh nninhabited desoIiCtion, the stupendous pro- 

' The work of Rubens here alluded to, shews how deeply 
that great psioler was alruck with the architecture of Genoa. 
It is extremely rare, and is only found ia the old Continen- 
tal libraries. Petraroh also, ia his Itinerario, speaks of tha 
marbk palacffl of nil daj, the predecewon and 'prototypes of 
tboM whidt «6w snbriit. 
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portions of the buildings seeraed to grow upon the 
eye and the imagination; as all their contemporary 
splendour vanished, and left these mighty skeletons 
of former graadeur, to teU their tale of natiuoaj 
ruin. — These palaces do not belong to the Ddkebx of 
Genoa,^ presented on ' the breaking up of the Con- 
gress of Kings, as a bouquet ttadteu, from England 
to her beloved ally, the King of Jerusalem and of— 
the anchovies I 

On the following morning, deeply impressed with 
tiiis first nocturnal view of Genoa, we went to visit 
the palaces in all the due form of sight-seeing, ac- 
companied by some Genoese gentlemen, who more 
than honoiiicd the recommendation ivhidi committed 
us to their notice. It was mortifying to observe, 
that thi' palaces, all noble a; they really were, lost 
something of their fairy beauty, when seen amidst 
the glare and bustle of day, lining a s treet compara- 
tively narrow, and chiefly peopled with monks, 
friars, soldiers, chained galley-slaves, and begging 
nuns ; the true population of the capital of an Tta^ 
lian provincial despotism. Many of the facades of 
these palaces are painted in fresco, presenting a sort 

' Whatever may have been tlie faults of the aristocratic go- 
veminent, or of the great families in which it vested, it was 
slill proiluclivc of a Tigour and aclivit; in society of which 
the Sardinian despotism is vihotlj subversive. Neither was 
it necessary at the Restoralion, as an alternative, in leaving 
the Genoese masters of themselves, to have imposed that go- 
venaiepl upon tba people. It is , IberefiM, a pretest as fu- 
tile as it is folse, to jnilifj the treacheroiu surrender of the 
repnblia to IKedmont, by the iqisnda of the andent system. 
Tet we are perpetually toM, that Genoa is a |piner by the 
change I Thii much, however, is perftclly oleari that the AlKn 
dared oat trust the matter to the free chuce of the partiev. 
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of street^pictare-^Bllerj; and these frescos retsin all 
dieir Tivacity of colour and origiaal freshnAs, tboagb 
exposed for a century to the aolioa of the air and 
season's changes. This is among the wonders of that 
splendid clime, which spares every thing but man. 
These paintings are fay no means the woriu of infe- 
rior artists : the frescos on the out^de of the Palasse 
Spinola, are by Calvi,ibe-pafil<^ PierrinoM f^aga, 
and have passed the ordeal of criticism, xs if they 
were cabinet-pictures. When the arts were thus 
prodigally called for in Italy, the mystery of the ge- 
nius for painting in the middle ages is at once es- 
plained : the produce is always proportioned to the 
market ; but institutes for the arts, however presided 
by nobles and endowed by kings, cannot create an 
artificial demand — public taste is the only effectual 
stimulus, and the only serviceable patron. 

The Pa!.az7o Dubaz7.o, belonging to Signore Mar- 
cello Durazzo, is one of the finest in Genoa, in the 
language of the new legitimate " giiidas" of Italian 
towns, it is said to be '■'■fit for a King"— and in fact 
it was for some time the residence of an Emperor. ' 
The superb portico is ornamented with columns of 
irtiitemarble of the Doric order — its vast court is rich 
in architecture, fountains, and hanging terraces, and 
fow flights of broad marlile steps lead to its immense 
anti-chamber, the first apartment of that attic suite, 
called in&enoagthe Jfswn* JVofrj/r Superiori; for the 
honsebcJd osconomy of Genoa, as in many other 
cities of Italy, is the reverse of what it is in England. 
The narrow street and high dark opposite walls make 

'Joieph the Second, who had never before bran lodged 
lilui a gentlbOMD. The Imporial palaces of Tienaa wen ho- 
vei* to the palaces of the GenocM nterobants. 
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the lower floors enceediagly diiagreeftble and gloomy ; 
and the garret contains the rooais of state and cere- 
mony, the cabinets of the relics of former grandeur ; 
while the in^toreririied or degeiienrted lords are 
niched into an Eatreso), or MBUmn, half-vay be- 
tween the fimfloor and the last. 

The portico*, or estraifCBS of the Genoese palaces, 
resemhle in nvtkmg the hall of a nAle English re»i- 
dence, or the coort of a French hotel. There is no 
sturdy porter to be roused from his '^leathern conve- 
nience," to give or deny admission, with a growl and a 
frown : no blufl" Jivz,!*, nor manierde demoiselle, to pop 
their head over the half door of the lodge, and receive 
commands and answer inquiries. The sole occupant 
of these magnilicent siriictures (where there is any) 
is a cobbler, or a stoching-gmficr, who pays for being 
permitted' to ply tiis proffssion amidst the sculp- 
tures of MiCiiAf.L-AM:KLo and the frescos of Carloni, 
by keeping out dogi, or preventing the idle and the 
filthy from sleeping on the stairs, or corridors,— all 
open to public intrusion, it w'as to one of these 
JoBsoHs we were frequently indebted (when we went 
ahme) for informatitm of how we were to proceed, 
or which flight of stairs we were fay ascend, or 
where we bad a chance of finding the cattode, or 
person retained for shewing the paUce t but their 
' In one of Ihe porticos of these beautiful paliicpi we found » 
MStlren-deaner very buay at bia filthy wOrk; and in the 
nobkrapartmaiita of another, the anti-room occupiid by 
B lauDdreis. Several of Ihe lower and lesser rouma were hired 
out to puor tradesmeD} and many of the superior apartments 
were occupied by the ministera of Ihe corps diptninatiqae. 
Some, however, were inhabited by the Aoble farailies to whom 
th^ betonged; bat ia the aufawn almost all the Genoese aris- 
tocracjr ace-at tinir viUas. 

TOL. I. ■ 29 
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Genoese jargon occasionally prevented our deriving 
any benefit from their in forma tion :--tliough all the 
lower orders understand Italiauy few speak it. 

As we ascended the magnificent stairs of theDD-> 
11AZ7.0, we met a half-starved dog chasing down ahen } 
and, after repeatedly ringing at the folding doors of 
the anti-room of the Maxari nobili superiori, they 
were at last thrown open by a man -rrilh a boot on 
one band and a brush in the other— ~vrho, at once 
understanding the object of our visit, drew on a fine 
old livery coat, which hung upon a marble bust by 
Filippo Parodi, and led the way through that long and 
interminable suite of apartm^ts, whose walls were 
enriched with chefi-d'cenvre of the-arts, whose floors 
were of marble, and whose roofs were of gold. Gal- 
leries, cabinets, terraces, rooms variously named and 
variously decorated, appeared in endless succession — 
all covered with dust, touched by decay, and aban- 
doned to solitude. Still there is something very 
fine in the Genoese nobility, under the weight of 
their ruined fortunes and depressed spirits, retain- 
ing these noble mansions, preserving the least of 
their countless objects of art, and consecrating these 
images of tbejr ancient wealth and influence to the 
msmoiy of their nation's past prosperity, and to the 
adnuration of fbteigti curiosity. They can indeed no 
longer spread the splendid board, nor lilt the gilded 
hallibuttheirpalacesarestillopen togratify thestran- 
(jer's researdi, and toinqtrove his taste. They are not 
even closed against the visitors of that nation who im- 
posed the chain, while they SK^^epted the rites of hos- 
pitality ; and who, under the semblance of liherty and 
frien^bipi betrayed the confidence, and broke the 
tmst, reposed in them by their genenms host*. 
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The architectural defects of the Palazzo Durazxo 
appear to be the breaking up of its vastness into a 
number of small rooms; each iadeed interesting, as 
tearing the name of the great master whose woriss 
cover its walls ; but defective, as forming a part of 
the great whole. Even the famous gallery is but a 
long ii;irrow strip, iofmitely too smail for its splendid 
and curious collection of statues and sculptures, an- 
cient and modern ; the ornaments and roof of this 
apartmenl, all of the richest carving, gliding, and 
painting, are by Parodi. The frescos represent the de- 
struction of the four great Empires; a good republi- 
can subject, and curiously treated. Each empire is , 
represented by some of its well-lnown historic^ 
tyrants, as Darius, Sardattapalus, Ptolemy, and 
Augtatulus, snironnded by Syrens — the Montespan, 
Pompadours, Nell Gwins, etc. of antiquity. Be- 
sides the historical paintiags^thegreai masters, tfie 
family portraits of the Di&«^, as in all the otItMk 
palaces, by such painters as Titian, f^andy/ce, antf 
Tintoretto, are of great interest. Here, in their ha- 
bits of ceremony, as doges and ambassadors, range 
the ancient Buraizl, with all their insignia of wealth 
and splendour. Here too, with large, languid, dark 
eyes, and primitive airs, still bloom the Madonna 
Francescas, Caterinas, and otlierbeautiesof this distin- 
guished house. Some of them are encircled (as the 
mothers of free states should be) by their children; 
and all of them, clothed in the stand-on-end velvet of 
the Genoese looms, e\hibit great richness of orna- 
ment, and are covered with Venetian cliainsand foreign 
gems, the produce of tlieir husbands' commerce in 
the Iievant. Among these domestic portraits, we 
found a picture of our own unfortunate Anne Boleyn, 
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by Holbein. It is extremely curious for its costume; 
but, in tlie meagre red-baired lady here represented, 
there is nothing to excuse the adulterous passion of 
Henl^ VIII., though something to account for his 
cutting off a head, which had uot one charm to 
plead for it. Holbein., though a bold, was a most 
unlovely painter. 

Opposite to Anne liolej^n hangs a delicious picture 
of the holiest and fairest of royal saints, Queen Ca- 
therine of Swctlen, by that painter whose type of 
beauty -was all divine, yet all melancholy, the true 
delineator of a crucified Deity — Carlo Dolce! The 
Sala Paolo, so called from its tAef-^osuvre, hj Paul 
Pervnese, is the most interesting of the Buile, mer^j 
becanse it does contam this pictiHe, to known, 
so often and so dccuratel^ cc^ed, so ddigfat&I to 
gase on, so dangerous to dascribe. The sn^ect ia 
Mary Magdalen at the feet «f Christ in die fa^nse of 
the Pharisee. Never was a sacred sol^ect so ha— 
manly conceived, more ^vinety executed. 

The Palace of Priuv Durazzo, is only just less sp»- 
cionsand magnificent than that of his noble kinsman, 
irhich however has nothing finer than its peristile 
and twenty-four Doric columns, and its gallery of 
paintings. The Palaces of the Durazzi were once so 
numerous, that it passed into a Genoese proverb to 
say, if you see a palace it must belong to a Durazao. 

The PiLAZZo Spinola is remarkable for its painted 
ta^Ae of the twelve Ctssars, AilMeagA and colossal 
figures. A cnrious sign for die house of a republican 
citizen ! 

This fine fabric is rich in pictures, and delightfully 
so ill portraits hy Vandjke, Giiido, Tintoretto, etc. 
etc. Here also is one of Tjtuf's Venuses, s painter 
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wlio seems to have had a patent for tlie mould ; but 
this might be any body's Venus ! 

Tlie Palazzo Suha is a monument of the wealth 
and iplendoarof Genoainttie middle of the sixtoenth 
centuiy, the period of its decline, and of the decline 
of all ibe free States of Italy. It was in that epoch 
that the alliance between Genoa and Spun opened a 
t#)P vein of commercial wealth, which served but to 

t ease that passion-for luxury and extravagance, 
ch was then creeping into Genoa, with all the 
other vices which followed up the loss of liberty, 
and rendered its aristocracy the tyrants of ihe people. 

The Palace Sehra is principally notable for its gal- 
lery, certainly one of the richest, if not one of the 
largest, in Europe. Its singular splendour has pro- 
cured it a place in the French Encyclopedia, and ob- 
tained for it from the florid pen of M. Diipaljr the 
epithet of the " Palace of the Sun." It is all gold, 
mirrors, marble, arahesqoe, -and caryatides. This 
palace was built in iSSa j but the gallery is of more 
modern date, and was executed by tlie French archi- 
tect, Wailly ! it is indeed all over French ; and re- 
calls equally the state-rooms of the Tuikries and the 
Caf6 des Mille Colonnea at the Palais-Royal ; for its 
great effect is prodncad by the repetition of its Corin- 
tiiian colnmmin the reflectiog pannelt. 

The palacflB Brignole, PallOTidni, Balbi, etc. etc., 
fetlow in succession; all charactntsed, like' those 
described, by "the generic featnre of Genoese sninp-' 
taosityi alt filled witii pictures, gUding, arabesques, 
frescos, dust, moths, and cobwebs ; always naenj^^ 
able, because raised in a narrow street* and fer the 
most part against the shelving rocks on which the city 
is built. Ancient splendour, and present decolalion, 
29 
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are tlie images imiTenally stamped upon these patri-< 
cian abodes ; which tladredthofEuropeoDceassisted 
to raise, when the merchants of Genoa were the cr^ 
ditors of nearly all its potentt^. 

Next to the miracles of art, which enridi the 'per- 
laces of Italy, the object which most attracts a honse- 
wi^s obsenratiiMi is tite furniture; and in spite of 
ijie beauties of the Guidos and fanciftei, I was erer 
and anon 

" Casting mine eye the chamber nil about. 
To see !ir,w duly eclie Ihvnge in order was."-SKeiTOB. 

And, indeed, " eche thj-nge in order was," as it had 
been left a century and half back, which seemed to 
be tlie general date of the furniture. Some immov- 
able, shallow-seated, liigh-backed, perpendicular 
chairs, clothed in faded damask and in Genoese velvet, 
were ranged regimentally against the wall, headed by 
an untenable iofa, that looked like the druoi-major 
of the company ; fjilt brackets, marble slabs, and gi- 
randoles tied up in bags {the nestling-places of the 
musquitoes of many generations), usually made up 
the whole set-out of these magnificenl rooms, where 
every thing was to be found but cleanliness, comfort, 
and accommodation. There is, however, one paJsce in 
Genoa, titat has an interest apart from every other ; 
sad diongh it may be said to be niber the Imuh than 
the cradle of Genoese greatness — to commemorate its 
last respirations of freedom and glory, than its prime 
of pro^erity — it will still attract the notice of the 
foreign traveller, so long as a fragment of its marble 
colunras shall remain, or the name of Aadrea Deria 
shaU live in the records of Genoese patriotism. Thb 
fine, old, desolate edifice (raised by him who rescued 
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Genoa from the chain which the foreign and domestic 
foes of Italian independence had imposed upon nearly 
the whole of the Peninsula), rises on the sea-shore at 
the ^atrance the city — an aj^ropriate^le for tbt 
dwelling fit the patriot adnural 1— imd its porticos 
And colonades commaDd a .view oi that port, where 
tiie young Columbus first launched hia faiiy bark, 
and commenced those venturous voyages, which wers 
afterwards to Open a new World to the enteiprisei 
and cupidity of man. In 4he court oS this vait fa- 
bric, stands a statue of Andraa poria, under the figure 
of a colossal Neptune. But the statue is much de- 
faced, the symbols of the Deity are broken and scat« 
tered, porticos fall, fountains nre (tried up, the gwy 
lichen creeps upon the sculptured trophy, and the 
sea urges its impetuous tides over the proud domains 
of him wlio once rode triumphantly on its waves ! 
We had long ranged the dreary aud silent apart- 
ments of this immense palace, reposed under its 
colonades, and examined its frescos, without catch- 
ing a sound but tlie filast that whislloJ through its 
porticos, or the ilutter of the sea-biids nestling in its 
sculptured friezes; and we should have supposed it 
wholly uninhabited, but for the apparition of aragged 
little girl in that hall where kings bad been guests, 
and emperors feasted,' who told ns she was tbe^.^ 
^* guardim qf thesf mined lowers." There was,'' 

' The Emperor Charles Ihe Fifth was mnst iDagnifirenlly 
cntcrUined in this palace by old Andrea Doria, irho gallunt- 
\y flung the goldea vessels in whii h llie Emperor was aerteili 
into the lea, that no less distioguished Kdeal might ever pro- 
fine them : it i» uolabte, homvcr, lhat, wLlh the tme old 
Ligarlan cunning, h< had previoualf placed diven to watd) 
the Tewelj as they fell, and fish them np from the bottem ! 
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indeed, no necessity for a cicerone in the palace of 
the Doria. The presence of such a person -would 
have profaned the place; for, except the stately edi- 
fice itself falling fa ruin, there was nothing to see 
but some of the fading frescos of Piebino del Vaga. 
His most celebrated work in the Doria, the Ship- 
wreck of j^neas, has vanished ; and his Jupiter 
aiming thunderbolts a( the Giants, was covered with 
the mildew tints of time and n^igence. 

Tbis palace still belongs to the Priaces Doria Pam— 
fili, who reside in Rome, ai^d suffer tilis nioriument 
of Uielr great ancestor, this patnmotital mansion, to 
fall to decay and ruin; but the vigour and talent 
which distinguished the family in its origin, has long 
iaded away ! They have been crushed and annihilated 
under papal diadrms and cardinals'hats ; and to judge 
of this degenerated race from the Conclave specimens 
we saw preserved atEome, it is physically and morally 
dwindled, and wholly imworthv of the name it bears. 

Andrea Doria was a hrave and gallant adventurer, 
3 sort of maritime condoliiere, who long fought for 
pay and fame in (he cause of wari'ing sovereigns, car- 
ing little whether his ' barge mounted ihe Jleur-de- 
lis, or imperial eagle, at its iielm : for in liis day, 
Genoa had passed the solstice of whatever greatness 
she boasted, and resembled in nothing the Genoa of 
the fifteenth century, which struggled so nobly for 
her indepeudeoce against the usurping Dukes of Milan ; 
when the cry of the word-LiBEHTY in the public place 
was sufficient to rouse the peo|Ae ; that word, now 
only found on the chain of her galley-slaves 1 ■ 

■ In tha imwiiptioa on the pj^hoR, his services done for the 
tinperor and KingofFnncean alluded to. 
' "Nan parve a Fnmeetvo Spiaola da difleiire, nd utol 
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The last epoch, of Doria's life vm the most glo- 
rious; and ia the saviour a/ his country, the admiral 
of Charles the Fifth, and of Francis the First, is 
forgotten ! 

We were one evening visiting the elegant villa,' 
and enjoying the view from the singular gardens, of 
Signore Carlo di Negro, when a gentleman pointed 
out to us a yellow palace, built, he said, by Oliver 
Cromwell of England! A fact so startling, so con- 
trary to all historical prohability, is thiis cleared up 
and established. Sir Horatio Pallavicini was collector 
of the Pope's taxes in England, in the reign of Queen 
Mary. Ob ihe death of that bigot Princess, and oa 

della caSH arnato insieme con quelli, che Oella sua delihera- 

lione prano con^apevoli ; e wme fu sopia la piaiia, pnsta 

mirabilp a veiJdre, con cpiantii prcste77.a ijupI popolo e ijiielli 
ciliinilni a qiiesl.> iioin« concnriesstro!!!— //(■,« (o™ JiCerio™. 

'■ It appeared to Francis Spinola that not a moment ought 
lobe lost ^ anil lie i««ued from Ihehouie armed, witb thosenha 
were of his coiincibi and «hea he stood on the place btfore 
his own house he raised the cry of ' lii»ti.' It was a<liai- 
rable 'o brhold, with what eagerness the [leople and the citi- 
zens assembled at the cry of this woiii." 

' La y 'delta, near the gate dell' Acquasola. Signore di Ne- 
gro is a gPDtieman of considerable literary acquiremeDt, and 
an elegant impTOviialore. He is at present occupied in compos- 
ing sermons in TVrte-n'ine, taken front the scriptures, and the 
fathers, and belhus runs no risk ofshuringtbefateoiSt Jeroraa^ 
mho was flogged by thedevil, forhii.vauity lnafleoKDgthej»w< 
■tylo of the heathen Cio«ro. H. di Negro, notwitlistanding 
bis known piety, has, however, undergone a penecution near- 
ly Ri severe as St. Jemn« j for at one time he fell into the 
gripe of the Inqobition, from which he very narrowly eseap- 
ed. We stood deeply indebted to this aceomplisked gen- 
tleman, for the pleasura. we derived from his converMtion 
and society during our short residence at Genoa. 
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the changes in the religion of the cbnntfT', Pallfr- 
vicini forgot to go back to' Rotnef remained ia 
England ; married a noble lady, and built a superb * 
Italian palace on English ground, with the money 
intended to raise palaces for Papal ifephews in Rome. 
In i(ioi. Ihe lady j4nne Pallavicini, his widow, mar- 
ried a Mr. Oliver Cromwell, who accompanied her 
to Genoa, to arrange the affairs of her late husband. 
There they continued lo reside, and he is supposed, 
lo have built that yellow palace, -which is still called 
the " Palace of Oliver Cromwell." 

The Ducal Palace is more heavy and venerable 
than belongs to its dale ; for it was almost entirely 
rebuilt in i-]'}'], when the old palace was nearly de- 
stroyed by hre. The facade is broken up, and encum- 
bered with cornices and balustrades and columns ; 
and its principal apartment, the kail of ike senate, 
only recalls the memory of its purpose by a few his- 
torical pictures, which now rise in idle mockery on 
its walla. In this noble room the doges were elected^ 
—it is now the'seat of the royal se^te of Saidinia, 

" VeryTTOiiby and appreT«d good maiten" 

of the betrayed and unfortunate Genoese. 

The Ducal Palace was the state residence and state 
prison of the doges for the time being ; for when 
once elected^ they were not permitted to Uaro it ; 
and even to go to i^nrch, a covered way was erected 
from^be palaOBrtbat thej might not issue beyond its 
precincts. The doge or chief of the Genoese Repu'blic 
wag, in &ct, a mere representing manikin, a passive 
Ql^n, and point of re-union. " He wAs elected 

' Sm Walpole's History of Patnliii|, 
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(says Hodumel) as a head' or chief, to propose that 
- opomrhich the conacil had to deliberate."* *' Pasta 
di Dogia" had become a proveth, as applied to men 
whose characters were composed of all the " milder 
'elements," and most malleable ijualities. Latterlj 
Ihe doges were elected merely for their wealth ;'aiid 
the last of these magistrates which Genoa ever saw, 
united in his circumstances and diarocter, all that 
was deemed necessary to qualify for the office — ridtm 
and feebleness.* 

The Cbvbcbcs of Genoa are most nnmerons, di^ 
tinguished by a gandj ^endonr, a tasteless archi- 

' " Nella Citta di Genova, quanda la nfe nella sua liberta, si 
CTHA pel' liberi sufirajti un capo, il quale chiamano Duge, naa 
perchi! >ia asfoluto principe, perch^ egli solo deliberi, ma 
come capo proponga quello che Aai magistrali e consigli loro 
si dcbba deiiberare."— M.ciiuvEi.1.1, Lib. 5. 

It is curious la observe io this passage, that MachiaTel 
speaks of llie liberty of Genoa being extinct in bis day. 

' Jerome Durazzo, Mr. Eusface's " venerable doge," whoss 
patriotism and horror of tbe French was (al that vriler de- 
clares) so great, lhat in addressing thii reverend traveller, he 
spoke French unwillingly, as became an Italian, and with 
the Iiiilian accent." In speaking of this venerable doge, and 
quoting this passage? t9 some of our Genoese acquaintance, 
they laughed heartilj', and exclaimed "Per causa, il povero 
Durazxo," (" for a good reasoD, poor Durazso"). i{e bad ne- 
■ver ipoken three words of French ia his li|e befbrs the arri- 
Ttl of the French arm]'; and from tbat moment, he did his 
best fo acquire the langiiaf(e amd the cauatenanot of those 
who ipaak. itj and whna he laid down hh rod of office, he, 
with hii patrialan friond JftuAad-jtagelo CaaMaio, accept- 
ed offices under (be French {fovetnment, and both sat at 
»eaaton at the Luxembourg. A very olerer Genoese tbiis de- 
•cribed this last of the doges and head of the Durami to me. — 
" Uom da bene, debolc, e Franeetmimo." (" A good sort 1^ 
pWD, feeble, and most pFendufied.") 
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tectare, and a superabondaoce of mCFebidom orn*— 
Btests. 

To this sweeping observation, the chnrchei of the 
Anitunciata, of St. Ahbrosu, the CiTBGDitja, and the 
very ancient Temple of San Stefano, are exceptions. * 

The last of these edifices bears every symptom of 
its extreme antiquity, and is so low, so damp, so 
rude, that it looks like an excavated crypt. Its great 
poiiil of attraction is the, celebrated altar-piece" The 
Stoning of St. Stepiiex." Tliis picture is divided into 
two compartments, rep res e n tin different scenes and 
subjects (a prevalent fashiou in those days of eminent 
genius and bad taste); the under part, or human ac- 
tion, is by Raphael. It is the massacre of the saint. 
A number of athletic ruffians, e^ihibiting the utmost 
muscular exertions, are raising ponderous stones, and 
flinging thein on the sinking victim, whose holy re- 
signation and calm look of willing martyrdom are 
finely contrasted with the savage countenabces of his 
persecutors. So much for the huntau (or inhuman) 
part <]f this epic. The theological machinery, in the 
uj^rpart, ts less ably managed, and is divided from 
the lower, by a range of blue bilb, chnrch steeples^ 
stone walls, and frontier towers: one almost expects 
to see the nocAKiEu with their outstretched hands, 
and St. Peter, the castode of celestial regions, under 
the guise of a chef de police! The materialism of the 
religion of the middle ages sets all spiritaal concep- 
tions at defiance. 

Above these territorial boundaries, heaven opens 
upon the dazzled gaze; and the Godhead, with his 
divine Son, are represented looking down with com- 
jdacency on the sufferings of their.saint and soldier. 
There is in the o>nnten«i)ce of the Savioiir a loA of . 
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divme. kumaittQ^ (if the ejqpression be admissible) 
■oftening tbe ^ulgipice of the Deity ; and an actual 
•tretching forth of that hani always so prompt to aid 
and me, as if he wotUd have j'escued the innoceat 
snfierer, who thas dies ibr his sake; bat it ii Aw late, 
the last stone is thrown. This is by Julio Romanct 
the disciple, friend, and heir of Raphael ; and they 
both executed this double picture by order of that 
clever choleric old gentleman, Pope Julio eke Second, 
for a front to an organ. One would like to know 
with what feelings these two dear friends and eminent 
geniuses worked at the picture ! 

The Church of the AwNuhxiATA is all marble, pre- 
cious stones, gilding, and decoration. Founded by 
the Vmilianli, in the i3th century, enriched by the 
Lomelini family (kings of Tabarca, a Uttte Mediter- 
ranean dynasty, which flo'iirisliod until the year 1741), 
it was afterwards given to the Franciscans, who en- 
joyed it till the Revolution. To that order (revived 
by .his Sardiniau Majesty, Duke of Genoa,) it is again 
mtoredj and the sturdy monk; crowd its superb 
aisles, serve at its altars, and benefit by the contri- 
butioas largely iD«de at th^ most Cuhiaaable chordi 
m Genoa. It cfoitaiaa several 6ne pictures : one tiS 
these, paiated hy Cu-ltmi, is too terrible to look i^a: 
itiiamaahrok^aliveon the wheel"; and the painter 
probably ct^Hsd from natn».' , 

'The wheel was a punishmeDt prevaleat in Europe to a 
very recent period. In France it was inflicted up to the year 
ij8o. In Prussia, it was said to be employed in 1S18) and as 
the Buppieasion of such punishmeal* belongs to the notions 
which cfaiTBoterin the new order of things, it is not impos- 
«Uedut tlMynuy beTeriTcd, asa part of the ancient ■jrsteni 
of Intimate and pataroil govamment. 

TOL. t, 3o 
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- Tbe Metropolitan Chvech of St, Lorenzo was rused 
in the eleventh centuT^f and bears great eridence of 
iu antiq^uity. The arcbitectare is Gothic, and the 
i>mlding is cased with black and vhite marble, which 
gives it the look of a chess-hoard. The ignoble mar- 
tyrdom of Sf. Lorenzo is depicted on the fafade, in 
bassO'Telievo. The immense gridiron is evidently a 
juteut one, and looks like the sign of a cook's-shop. 
The heart sickens over these frequent images of culi- 
nary martyrdom — every where boiling, broiliug, fry- 
ing saints, the products of legends as foolish as they are 
false. The worshippers of Apollo andMinerva -were not 
persecutors. The interoal evidence in the nature of 
man is all against such fables ; for where power and 
policy, the interests of church and state, do not in- 
terfere to inflame zeal, or to kindle persecution, such 
horrors have never been committed. Contemporary 
historians are all silent upon these histories, which, 
are rendered still more improbable by their palpable 
contradictions of the known usages of antiquity. 
The first well -authenticated martyrdoms ' occurred 
only after the establishment of a jfaid hierarchy, 
fir<j by intwests which are not tho<e of society at 
lai^. Then it was that intolerance stalked forth in all 
ker vimlence, that the faggot was kindled and iJifl axe 
raised; and that the GraDmers irko burned thor 
victims under one interest to-d^, were burned in 
Aeir turn to-morrow under another. The passion 

' The punishment of fanatical toroads upon the established 
religions worship of the country, or of tumultuary outragas 
agaiDBt the public peace, have been faltely coloured as 
penecutions, hy the wTileri on this Bnbjeot ; and these form 
aNrly the vfaole of lbs wdl^thentiCBl^ caxs of Faga^ 
Tu>hiHie> 
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for representing martyrdom, under all the magic in- 
fluence of the arts, did great injury to society. The 
eye and heart were thus habituated to bloodshed, and 
rendered callous to suffering ; while the most gloomy 
notions of i'l'ovidence deadened moral sympathy, and 
perverted the sense of moral truth. It likewise in- 
jured the purity of religion itself ; for, the greater 
sacrifice being made, the rest was supererogatioH. 
If more were necessary, the Saviour died in vain. 

The Church of St. Loreiuo is further celebrated 
for containing amost sacred relic, the "Sagiwi Ca.tiito," 
a dish of one entire and perf^ emerald, said to be 
that on which onr Savioar ate his last supper. Such 
a dish in the house of a Jewish pubKcan, waaaminicle 
in itself. Mr. Eustace ftays, he looked for this dish, 
but found that the French, "whose delight is brutal 
violence, as it is that of the lion or the tiger," had car- 
ried it away. And so indeed they did, — But that was 
nothing. The carrying ofTrelics—therobbing of Peter 
to pay Paul, and spoliating one church to enrich 
another — was an old trick of legitimate conquerors 
in all ages; for this very "rfwA " had been carried away 
hy the royal crusaders, when they took Cesarea in 
Palestine, under GuillauTne Embriaco, in the twelfth 
century. In the division of spoils, this emeraWfell to 
the share of the Genoese crusaders, into whose holy 
vocation something of their old trading propensities 
evidently entered : and they deemed the vulgar value, 
tiie profane price, of this treasure so high, that on an 
emergency they pledged it for 9,5oo livres. Re- 
deemed and replaced, it was guarded by Knights of 
B<mouF, called cavalierif and only exposed once a 
year I 'Hiinona knelt before it > and the penalty on 
the bold but sealvu hand that touched it with a dia^ 
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*nion<!, wss a lliousand golden ducats. The FrencK 
seized tliii relic, ss the crusaders had done in the 
twelfth touliiry; but instead of conveying it from 
the Clmrch of San Lorenzo to the Abbey of St. Denis 
{selon les regies), they most sacrilegiously sent it to a 
laboratory. Instead of submitling it, -with its tradi- 
tional story, to a Council of Trent, they handed it 
over to the Institute of Paris ; and chemists, geolo- 
gists, and philosophers were called on to decide the 
fate of that relic, which Bithc^, Priegts, and Deacons 
bad proQonnced'to be tM sacred for homni hiTesti- 
gation, or ercn for hontan tondi.' Hie molt of 
scientific mqnisition was, that the emerald did was 
» piece of green glast. 

This little anecdote is yalnable, at containing much 
of the history of the past and present state of the 
hmnan mind. With such simple agents as a glass 
dish, or an iron nail, craft worked upon credality ; 
and pon-er vrith ils baubles and its glitter, imposed 
upon the imagination by dausling it. To this end 
was the ignorance of mankind zealously guarded, as 
the best engine of its degradation and oppression. 
While Church and State kept within their own grasp 
the mysteries of knowledge, the rack and the faggot 
were ever ready to punish the bold intruder who 
dared to doubt, or sought lo inquire : but inielleet 
forced ilself forward, beyond the power of human 
restriction. The rock of error burit, and the springs 
of truth flowed pure and free; and all that thirsted 
drank — hut drank not unreproved. The Church and 
State all over the world, alike under the domes of 
St. Sophia, St. Peter, andSt.Paul, still hold their 
Inquisition, and pay well its familiars. The force of 
opinion, indeed, has compelled them to cbange ibmr 
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ground, and to abandon positions no longer tenable] 
but still they menace aa they retreat, and streagthea 
as they concentrate. The engines too are changed — 
fine and imprisonment are the substitutes for the 
rack, and the auto-da-f^; but the system is stiil the 
■ame, and state religions continue afraid to subject 
theiT doctrines to the scrutinj of an unimpeded in- 
quiry. Forttmatdy, faowerer, it is in the nature of 
thia unholy alliance betw««i &e throne and the 
altar, that their too close embrace should have the 
efiisGt of mutual suffocation ; and that each should 
snffer, in public opinion, for the sins of the other. 
Wherever the restored governments have been slow 
to reinstate the monks, they have gained full credit 
from the people for their forbearance; while " bigot" 
is among the bitterest and most abusive epithets the 
Italians bestow on their tyrants. 

l!ut to return to the dish. When England made 
the King of Sardinia a present of the Dukedom of one 
of the oldest Republics in Europe, and restitutions 
were making " de part et d'auCre," Victor Emma- 
nuel insisted upon having his emerald dish j not for 
the purpose of putting it iuacabtnet of curiosities, an 
they had done at Paris, to serve as a canons monu- 
ment of the r^iote epoch in which the art of making 
coloured gla» .was known — (of its great antiquity 
there is' no doubt) — but of restoring it to its shrine 
at St. Lorenso — to its guards of knights servitors — to 
the hmage, offerings, and bigotry of the pet^Ie I 
with a re-published assnrance, that this is Hae invaluo 
able emtratd dish, the '* Sagro Caiino," which - 
Queen Sheba o&red, with oUier gems, to King Solo- 
mon (who deposited it, where all gems should be de? 
posited, in hia Chorcb), and which afterwards was 
3o 
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reserved for a higher destiny than even that assigned 
to it in the gorgeous temple of Jerusalem. The story 
of the analysis by the Institute of Paris is hushed np, 
and those who would revive it, woald be branded^ 
with the odium' of - blasphemy and sedition ; mmt 
now remember such things, but thos^ who are tbe 
determined enemies of sociid tn^der, or u the Geaoat 
Royal Journal, jwinted at the B^al PripttD^pfifice* 
would call them, " iRadkaZi del Secoto "—" the 
' Radicals of the j/ge." It ia curious to observe, that 
in Italy flie term " Radicali" has now superseded 
the old rcTolutionary epithet of '*i Giacobim." 

The University of Genoa, with its vast library and 
shelves groaning with polemics, resembles all other 
edifices of the same sort, in its general pbasis. It has 
various halls for various classes and faculties, a Church, 
a grand saloon for elections, and a botanical garden — 
but, such a botanical gardenlll An old lady's flower- 
knot is a wilderness to it! We traversed it, or rather 
scrambled over it, in about five minutes; for it is 
scraped out of the slielvings of an acclivity. But 
above the ledge of ground it occupies, is a spacious 
platform or park, rich in soil, commanding in pros- 
pect, and which seems so inseparably to belong to the 
great public institution raised beneath it, thai we 
could not help inquiring why the university had 
not converted it to tbe purposes of botanical science. 
The professor, of whom we demanded the question, 
replied that what we saw was the convent and grounds 
of the Jesuits, restored to that -reviTed order by his 
Ujqesty, the<new Dujie of Genoa; that great offers 
liad been . made, to .Ute fathers far a part of tihis 
gronnd; but^ttbeyweretoowMlthjtobetempted 
fay maney. They were aUo pojiBpt too ma<^ tioy^ 
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all worldiy concerns to feel any interest in sciences 
that merely tended to ameliorate the fate of man in 
this world, by a study of Nature's laws ; for man -was 
jnade to suffer— a.nA the Church had nothing to do 
with Nature. This little spot of overstocked earth, 
belonging to the magnificent Vniversiljr of Genoa, 
Rcalled the ipacioiu, the beautifully .laid out botani- 
eA gttden ' of Geneva. . How ofitti, b; die 
eaoe of a«soci«tioiu anaing out of conbwiety, did th« 
recollections of that tin;' sUte, its society, its ibmvIs, 
its illumiiMtiont its fre&^eathiiigs of liberality, its. 
phihHD|ducBl viewB, and excellent institutions, recur 
to us, daring our residence in Italy ! With what nr 
grel it was left for the states of the kingdom of Sai^ 
dinia — with what delight it was returned to from the 
despotism of the Austrians in Italy — it would be here 
most gracious, though most misplaced, to record! — 
But it is difficult to check the flow of feeling, as it 
rushes warm from the heart, under some remote but 
powerful impulse; and to submit to the despotism of 
autkorical arrangement, those sudden bursts of che- 
rished recollections, which it is not easy to believe 
can ever be gratuitously introduced, or obtrusively 
recorded ! 

To the Patrician street of Genoa, to its churches, 
its palaces, private or public, the city itself en masse 

' This noble garden, now Blarltng into eiisleace under Ibe 
superintcndeuce of Professor Decandole (whom il is sufllrient 
to name), promises to become one of the most imporlsnt in 
Europe. Bi'ing independent of royal or academic jiatroiuge, 
it is neitlier subject to be checked by caprice, nor retarded 
by iadoleoce. All the inhabitants of this most enlightened 
town are interested in the success of the undertaking; and 
neither seal nor eKpenie wfll be tpired to giTe te the colleo- 
tion the greatert poiiUile esteat. 



Digitized iy/ GoOgle 



356 GEKOA, 

forms a striking and mortifying contrast : it is aa 
assemblage of narrow lanes, so narrow as not to ad- 
mit the passage of any vehicle whatever ; the houses 
are higher than the palaces, overstocked with a 
crowded population, and admirably constracted for 
propagating either pestilence or fire, with a terrible 
rapidiljr. In many places the mhabitaots may, if 
they pleaie, riiake hands across the streets ; they, in- 
deed, ia many respects, Hve en famillef tor their 
houses seem kept rather to sleep, than to lire in. 
They are all at their doors, in-then- diops, or ranged 
along the narrow, path-way in ttieir little stalls or 
bulks; or sometimes, without either, presiding over 
tlicir baskets of fruit, flowers, vegetables, and maca- 
roni, or spinning, knitting, sewing, singing, or gos- 
sippiiig ; here too they dine, or sup, for few, except 
tlie first and most respectable tradesmen, resort to 
their dark rooms behind the shops, to any regular 
meal ; they are seen supping their " Minestra" eat- 
ing their raw sausage, or ham and cheese, and con- 
suming all sorts of vegetables, etc. like people so un- 
sophisticated as to believe that the mere purposes of 
eating are to satisfy the cravings of appetite. 

The street occupied esclusively by the goldsmiths 
is extremely amusing. Its glittering and rich shops 
are, contrary to all established rule, not for the 
great, bnt for the little; and the profusion of gold 
and silver filigree-work, clasps, rings, ear-rings, 
chains, combs, pearl, coral, and even of more costly 
genu, are all for the peasantry. The nobility were 
in the latter times of the Repoblic prohibited from 
vearing snch snmptnons ornaments ; and the lower 
classes are still, as formerly, the sole purchasers of 
the old-fidbi(HKd jewdlery of the Genoese gold- 
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smiths.' The women are covered, even on working 
days, with gold and silver ornaments ; on holidays 
they add a profusion of pearl and coral to their ordi- 
nary decorations and we were assured by an emi- 
nent goldsmith in Genoa, that even now, a female 
peasant making up her marriage trousseau, thinks 
seven or eight hundred franks a very moderate price 
for a necklace or chain. 

The few Piazze, or squares, of Genoa, open round 
the principal cluirclics, while every wcco/o, or narrow 
passage, abounds witli jilirines, oratorieSf and sta- 
tions, of which an Amazonian Madonna is always the 
sign : votive candles, hourly renewed, burn before 
these public altars, and the street piety of Genoa is 
enlynceededby thatof Naples, which in this respect 
it resembles. Every where ofierings are making, pro- 
ces^ns are moring, hymns are selling, and monk* 
and nans are invoking or begging- In all this, how- 
ever, there ia neither gloom nor ansteri^. TIw 
monks are joUy^thennhs are gay— ahdtheTotamts, 
mori Eealoos Uiaa meditative, are bustling, elbowing, 
laughing, praying, whispering, and chanting. In 
every stall psalms and legends are hung up, like 
rows of ballads in the less devout streets of other 
cities. The stories of sinners become Saints are set 
forth in strains that belong rather to the frailty, 
than contrition of the penitent. The Magdalen here 
tells her story in phrases adapted to the passionate 
melodiesof pAESiBLLo; and Saint TUrise leaves the 

' The fullest dress allowed to the ladies by the aDmptoMj 

laws, was of black velvet, trimmed with coloured ribboDi and 
point lace. This did not, however, prevrnt the DdMu front 
accumulating vast quanlitiesof {cu-els, which thef were 
of dispiaying, in their visits to foreign courts. 
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enamoured " Didone" of the Opera far beBind ia 
the expression of pathetic ardour. The warm-souled 
Italians see nothing in all this contrary to the sacred 
sobriety of nligioDj and ung; Saint Theresa's invo^ 
catiottof 

" Dammi mojte, o dammi amore;" etc. ' 

with the same faith and unction as they Tfould chant 
the seven, penitential Psalms, or the liamentations of 
Jeremiah, 

As a capital, the great defect o( Genoa u the de- 
ficiency of oatlets or snbnrhs. Venice only has fewer 
facilities than Genoa, for the dtiiena to partake of 
the ben^ts of air an<l exercise. Bnilt against rocky 
acclivities on the edge of the bay ; shut in by moun- 
tains, and almost inaccessible by land, it appears to 
strangers a sort of prison. Even many of its neigh- 
bouring villas, perched on the summits of the clif^, 
are so difficult of access, so unattainable either 1^ 
riding, driving, or walking, that they afford a parti- 
cular branch of trade to the Facchini,* who, with th« 

' One of the verses in Saint Thettt^t-" Invoeation to h«r 
Celettial Spouse" one of the most popular hjiUDi in Half, lam 

" Dammi morte, o dammi amore, 
. 0 infiDita Cariia I 

^ma mia. qneito onore 
Senm nmor, viver non ia." 
Give me death, or give me lave, 
Lord of Grace that rul'sl above ! 
Ob, my aoul, this lender heart 
Without love from life must part. 

■ The Facchini are a singular and self-incorporated body, 
whose exiatence In Genoa dates from the i3lh ceolury. 
They have for ages appropriated to themseivei, exclusively. 
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9Bine of Portantini, carry tbtf risUants in sedan chain 
' up steep and slippery ascents^ vhich seem untenable 
to any foot less steady. 

How safe and sure-footed t^iese laborions Por- 
taatitti are, we bad almost daily' experience dnring 
oar residence in Genoa — in our visits to tbe villa of 
Santa Anna, 'one of tte finest and most elevated of 

all the porferaRe of the city ; and the waiter at the inn dares 
not touch an article of baggage to remove it from the carriage 
to the house. They are governed by their own laws, which 
are most rigorous. How and then an individual, proved 
guilty by his own judges, disappears ; and no notice is taken 
of the event. The Facchini are natives of Bergamo, and no 
others are permitted to ply. On this acoouot the women are 
obliged to return lo Bergamo to lie in', in order to qualifjr their 
childrea lo succeed their fathers at Genoa. 

' The villa Santa Anna is the favourite sommer-reNdenca 
of the Marchesa Theresa Pallavicini. We were present 
there at one of the most picturesque f^s that can well be 
imagined, and in which iUligion accidentally mingled her 
cites, with a vei7 uDgolar effect. It wa* the^si of Saint 
Anne— Ihs Munt^f of die jroanger HarcMoDen (danghter- 
in-laiv to Maimne Patiainiaau), in honour of whom tbe e»- 
Urtainmentwas f^veii. As ve were csarri«d up the tteep and 
dark aedivitie*) on tlia 100111111 of wUdi the viHa and iti 
gardens, briUiantlf ilhiiBioated, Uazed Hke meteors, m ob- 
served several lit^ shfines, erected the MtariMU of tbe 
Saint, lighted with wax tapirs and decorated with flowers. 
Bands of children aifd young women sang choruses, and suffered 
tbem to fade away in dying cadences, which were taken up by 
other groups, and echoed back. 

The entertainment at the villa was a concert, ball, and 
supper — the two latter under an awning, and in the open air, 
delicious from the softness of evening and the profusion of 
flowers. About midnight the moou rose, — and the Bay, with 
its shipping — the Apennines — a light-house — a fortress — the 
town beneath, all tonched with stiver rays, or partially hid in 
deep diadows, completed the vwot. AlmMt every guest 
jM^trglit « boiKpiet, may bnragltt sonnets, as vXem^ b> tbe 
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tbose that command the beautiful Bay-scenery of 
G«iioa. 

Ladj of tha Evening. The officers of the Glasgow were pre- 
eeal, and their jigures and uniforms -nere not among the least 
aroamental part of the speclacle. There were upwards of a 
boftdr^ p«loD9, and almost every guest, male and female, 
w«> cmied np by the Portatoini: — to those carried it was ■ 
paiofnl penrifyj to the carrieri it wu a rich hairest in 
'lAlohthaf Tqoieed,— Hd ntdaedther hMk upo" theXa^T^ 
^■iM^iine'«Mth«BU>ttpnvilieni4int ia the C» l MM h gto 
their ordtf. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
(lEUOESE SOCIETY. 



National Prejudices t^aaut lie Genoese— Earlj- 
Splendour— Decline— BBvolutionary Changes.— 
Aggregation to Fr<wice.— Agostito PABETc-rfai^ 
render of Genoa to the King of Sardinia. —Reaio- 
ratian of ancient Abuses .—Anecdote ofiheSi,T- 
TiiTim.— Religious Processions.— CASi.cctk.~Ge- 

noese Character. — Social Intercourse La Veglia 

Di (iviAkj'TK.—Hospitalitx.— Improvement in Mo- 
rals — Dress.—FaU of Commerce.— State of the 
Press. 

The Republic of Geaoa has struggled as hard for an 
illustnouiorigiu, as any monarchical state, fcr whom 
l»ston<^^ers have Jied, or chroniclers invoiUed 
She has geiised on Xands for her founder, Abraham for 
the contemporary «f her highest prosperity, and 
Rome as a foU to her glory. Bat these cUims have 
not rescned her from much obloquy ;.and from f^in- 
gil to Chef Her, with Dante' indudedi more has been 
' " Ahi I Geaovesi, uomini divern 

D'ogni costume, e pien d'ogni nugagoa, 
Verahi aoa liete yoi dal moodo tptiti ? " Dabtb. 
Dante had become, in hialatUr d»ys, n aonred by mitforluue 
and M emhitUred by part)-., that hia philippic againsUhe 
various Italian Stal«i mii>t l>« tak«n with gr«it resefn 
TOt. I. 3r 
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said against her, than either troth could justify, or 
partiality rebut. Bat the slander aimed at a Nation 
is always invidious, if not absolutely false. It is the 
wort of a disappointed -rival, or a resisted foe ; and 
its dissemination is the never-failing secret of nar- 
row cabinet policy. For as long as nations are severed 
by prejudice and contempt, rulers oppress unques- 
tioned; and mankind, more enfeebled by animosities 
than by geographical separation, are rendered inca- 
pable of resistance. It is probable that Genoa had not 
been reproached with her pa^^s aytet" hy the 
Romans, had not her fierce and hrare nMHiBtatneers 
presented more obstacles to Roman violeacv and am- 
btdon, then the ovenrwaing pride ei t^e conquerors 
of tJie 'irorltl couW iHTiok.' "Bie Ittman poets flat- 
tered nme but l^nmls and tk^ir daves-; though 
fresdom p e iMHri fl M wt^l^ia po«tic imagery, free ma 
are r«re^ the heroes of poeHc. l«gatd«. "Wbs has 
rot tuiiq; t&e- Cmm and the liOuises, -die Gkwle- 
magnes and.the Napoleons? But Brutus andWaslHB^ 
ton, Wallace and William Tell, have had few ^ocs 
railed to their fame. 

' Of Genoa, it is certain, that in the best days of Ita> 
lian ft«edom, she was one of the tbree glorious Ke- 
pftl^iCa'-n'luch advanced the cause of liberty and coni> 
merce, resisted the united influence of the Emperor 
ond the Pope, and upheld their own, national inde- 
pendence. Her successes on the ocean , bothin arms' 
and trade, extended her influence abroad, and accu- 
mulated wealth at home, to a degree fatal alike to 
her virtue and her freedom. Her true prosperity 
fell a victim to the personal ambition and overween- 
ing pride of her aristocracy ;wta»e a^oence exceeded 
the bounds of repuhbcan moderation^ aod widened 
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the breach between the weahby patrician xaA the 
indigent pAiple, until the separation beoane alike ia- 
juriouB to both. Slali, however, in all tie lidssi— 
tndes of bet- forms of gov^mmeiit, wheFthw ruled 
by consuls, by AU>et3, by Doges,^Or hy -Aristocratic 
Factions, she long endeavoured to preserve her poli- 
tical indepei)dence, and gloried in the name of' B«- 
pnblic} aterm that belonged to the most free and per- 
fect form of government that could exist, in times 
wlien the rude but strong instinct of liberty ope- 
rated forcibly, but imperfectly, without the light of 
knowledge, without the benefit of esperieilce, and 
without the agency of the printing-press. 

To a representative government, in which all the 
community co-operate in the election of their deputies, 
and in which those deputies are carefully restrained 
within the just limits of tUcir mission, neither Genoa 
nor Venice had ever the slightest pretence. No such 
institution then existed in the known world ; and even 
the theory of such a constitution, in its highest deve- 
lopement, was not attained, till circumstances had 
called into action the illumination of the eighteentll 
century. Compareftothegovemmentbyafree,bqDa}j 
and pure rq^rescatation, the boasted repuUia*fGf«ece 
and Rome were bat Actions democrado, Or tynof 
akal auMocracies ; and the repablics of Itidy, Imt tn- 
nmltuoQs impnlaions towards liberty, overruled hj 
priestcraft, and counteracted by superstition.' 

■ She, from the rending earth and burstiog skiei, 
San gods deficand and fiettdt iBfctBol^K; ' 
With EwBvan'i'Own thundar ihook the wnld b«I«w, . 
And plajrM ibe god an angina en the fee. 

Pan. 
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GeaoajIikeVenicei fell bjlbevicei of her wealthiest 
md highest classes; who, sjJitting into two factioiu, 
t)f old and new nobility, upon pretences equally idle 
and unfonnded, sometimes filled the capital with tlieir 
tumults, but always united to divide amongst them- 
selves the honours and emoluments of the govern- 
ment. The large mass of thepeople went for nothing, 
and were only used as the Mind' agents of aristocratic 
feuds. He who rose in their defence was branded as 
a traitor to the state; his life was forfeited, and his 
memory hl.isted by inscriptions in bronze and marble, 
■which still disgrace the walls of Genoa, to falsify 
fact and cilumniale ]iatnotism. The conspiracies 
of the Balbi, the Rewi, the Fieschi (all tending to 
ameliorate the fate of the long-suffering many, and 
lessen the influeoce of the opjvewiTe few), seired 
only to lead thei« originators to the dbid>le mar^^ 
Aom of a cruel death and a slandered reputation. 
They were condemned by laws' made by their ene- 
mies, and administered by the officers of that Inqcu^ 
Tioir,. which y/m then in Genoa omnipolerU, and ex- 
tended itt infloence over every departmmt ' of the 
state.' ' ' . , , 

The dependence of Genoa upon Spain, under the 
infinence of the monster Philip the Second, while it 
turned a rapid tide of wealrfi into her port, stifled 
the last breathings of freedom, and substituted a per- 
sonal ambition for national independence; and cor- 

' Bonfaltleo was sent for from Bergamo to write the hislorj of 
Genoa : he lehsed at first, not wishing to menlion the conspi- 
racy of Fiesco, whose family waj then powerful. The Craod 
Intjuisilor forced liim to trrite all the defaiile «f that aflair, 
Biiti Ivr'o years afterwardi 1m Wb* hanged for thtsUMafauut 
n Doble fiiiuily. 
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ruption had reached its masiiaum, when comnieice 
was at its height. The oldest families of the republic 
had the meanness to seek favour in the Spanish court, 
to enter into the Spanish service, and to return to the 
republic of Genoa as grandees of Spain, as generals 
of its arniies, and admirals of its fleets. From that 
period, the government took a more settled form, 
though the glory of tbe state declined. 

But the lights of the eighleentli century had not 
shone in vain, even for Genoa: — knowledge was 
slowly gaining ground ; ideas more enlarged, and prin- 
ciples more liberal, were diffused among all classes ; 
ud remerabrancea of ancient independence were 
renrad, wsoeiatad with the theories of a better order 
of tliiiigs, than had yet been enjoyed— when the 
French invasion opened the gates and ports of this an- 
cient city to enemies, whom its citizens are aocnsed 
of having too long and too {wrttallj con«dcred h 
friends and models. The changes effected in Genoa 
by the French were similar to those generally pro- 
duced in Italy : exaction* and contributions fell hea- 
vily on the highest and wealthiest classes, and mili- 
tary service was, as usual, the lot of the people. 
The despotic nobles lost all their power ; the Church, 
as established by the Spanish Inquisition, lost all its 
terrible influence; and the government, in those days 
of doubtfut experiment, submitted to many succes- 
sive changes, according to the exigency of the mo- 
ment. The old aristocratic government ceasing, 
in 1797, was succeeded by a democracy, composed of 
a legislative corps, divided into a " Council of Elders" 
and another of ^'Youngers." In 1800, (jenoa stood 
one of the most memorable sieges in the annals of 
the Italian wars, while occupied by the French under 
3i 
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Masse^a, and blockaded by the Austrians, In i8o5, it 
was united to the empire of France, and divided into 
dejjaitments. This political violence severed the Ge- 
noese, in principle and feeling, forever from France ; 
and the political tie which chained them together 
was no longer a voluntary bondj but ao insupport- 
able yolte- 

While, however, the citizens eiclaimedjigalnst this 
act of impolitic injustice, there were found among 
the nobility persons to forward die Views of Napo~- 
leen; and the ^^ fetterabU Dogt^' Dnraeco took a 
memorial to the head of the government of- Itilan, 
voting .the unnatoral amalgamation, and signed 1^ 
fire thoutmd names. Of these names, almost all 
were obscure or nnlnown ; and the whole instr^ 
ment was one of those " fio/e and torner" things, 
which sovereigns can always coniiaand, and men 
such as the Durazzo are always found willing to for- 
ward. To these five thousand names, however, one 
was added, which opposed itself to power in its most 
formidable aspect : it was sighed to a protest at the 
bottom of the memorial, declaring the union of Genoa 
with the French empire to be unjust and infamous ! 
— That name [was A<;osti>o Paheto! I know not if 
it has its place in history, but it surely belongs to 
posterity! — and Cionoa will preserve it, when the 
name of \\\c Dura-zo shall have become a by-word 
for political feebleness and aristocratic corruption. It 
was supposed that this protest would be the hat of Pa— 
BETo's ruin ; and many watched the stern eye of the 
Imperial Chief, as it rested on a name, which opposed 
itself singly to his onknipotence.* The first act of the 
Emperor and King, with respect. to this andadoiu 
republican, was, to 'offer him the nu^ralty of that 
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cily, wliose in depend en re he had so well defended; 
one signal proof of eateem still succeeded anollier ; 
and he who had perpelralcd an act of crying injus- 
tice against a confi^ling and betrayed people, sought 
every opportunity of marking his respect for the man, 
by whom he had alone heen vigorously and virtuously 
-Ojrpoted.' 

In i8i4i Genoa, like the rest of Italy, believed 
that tbe Alliei were serious' in their promises of lib^ 
ration j and tbat the legitimate crusaders against il- 
legitimaie dapoiism meant nothing more than to 
restore that libertjr, whose loss they so afiectingly 
deplored. Englandpersonallystood pledged to Genoa! 
— She had Tolantarily inter{>osed in its behalf— ^e 
had sent the ^^rer of ber nobles and her gentry, as 
friends and gnests to bear the tale of domestic griefs, 
and to steal the confidence of the citizens by a shew 
of sympathy and a pledge of protection. Tliese gen- 
tlenieQ were reCMTed into the palaces of the aristo- 
cracy, into the houses of the people ; and doors, that 
so rarely open to the-st ranger's knock in Genoa, (lew 
off their hinges to welcome the British guest. When 
the British officers rode into their gates, bearing the 
white flag consecrated by the holy word of " indepen- 
dence," the people, always true to strong emotion, 
by whaterer cause it is promoted, ' *■ kissed rttii- gar- 
ments," and rent the air-Vith yimtt fo their bonbnr. 

■ In 181 4, this patriot citizen was sent by the people of 
Genoa to P.iris, as Iheiv enyoje, to treat with Lord Caalle- 
reagh, relative to that " independence " promised them in 
Lord W. Bentiack's Manifesto. . Lord Castlereajfh refused to 
receive Fareto h the minister of an ind^vndent note ; ta he 
]|tdy refased to receive the Neapolitan anibaBsadar in the 
same character. . 
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Every heart was open ; every tongue was loud ; opi- 
nions long hidden were revealed ; hopes long nou- 
rished were confessed; all, of every class, gave them- 
selves up with frankness to their EngU^ liberators. 
When tliere was nothiag more to extort^ the Engliak, 
in Aeir turs, gave iip the Genoese to their ancient 
foe, their inveterate rival, and Ioiig«-detesled neigh- 
fiour — the King Sardiinia and of Jerusalem. 

.During the brief hoar of their .deloston, the Ge- 
noese, assisted hj British coiutciti, had formed a pro* 
visional gpverament, which was campOMd of Ae most 
respectable citizens of the restored republic ; and the 
most enlightened, the most liberal of its aristocracy, 
Jerome Serra,' was elected its president. To the 
last moment, the English continued to feast in the 
houses, and to swarm in the streets of Genoa. They 
parted at night from the palaces of the Strada Suova 
and Baibi, leaving their hosts to dream over their re- 
covered independence. lu the morning they deli- 
vered them up, bound hand and foot, to the enemy. 
Lord William Bentinck's flog of " Independenza J " 
was taken do;WQ from the steeples and high places at 
san-iiac,— before noon, the arms «f Sardinia blsEOocd 
in Amr stead ; — and jet the Genoeaa (lid not rise eit 

' Tlie Count Jurame Serra, and his friend Pareto, inilanllj 
retired from public life and from society, on the surrender of 
Genoa to Ihe King of Sardinia. 

We had the honour of being known to fhis illustrious cilL- 
■en and accompliihed gentlem^u, who endeavours lo forget 
thoM national wrongs he cannot redress, in literary pursuits 
and icieDtifin research. We fband him eitremely con- 
tMsant with Engluh literature, attd a passionate admirer of 
many living Engliih BDAon. Lfteotben^ tihe UKwt diatio- 
g^badGeiioeiei 1m issopetior to UBavaiKogMni^int, 
sti»dioualy avmds all politiGal disGiuNans.. 
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imise and massscKr Ute Englisli: — the Tiokitors »f -a 
trust so wcred I To the ^ory of the Genoese be it 
recorded, that evm in their Intterest moments of dis- 
appointmeHt and ' wSefing, thejr did not accose the 
British lailitary of miscoaduct or treachery : they 
saw that they were, like themselves, tlie dupes of the 
masters lliey served — the blind agents of a dark and 
iiifaiuoos policy. How just tliey were in this con- 
viction, time has since shewn, and time will still 
further prove. Many a brave English soldier now 
tells the tale of Genoese ruin, and of the part he was 
induced to play, with the crimson hues of shame 
burning on tliat brow where shame never sat before : 
many a grateful English heart has voluntarily re- 
turned to that Genoese roof, under which he first 
entered an unconscious agent of treason against the 
rites of hospitality ; and sought and found there that 
forgiveness it could not grant to itself If, even in this 
imperfect sketch of wrongs, whose story belongs to 
far ampler and far nobler pages, some trait of bittei^ 
nets has escaped from irrepressible indignation, its 
source has been found in the details of English offi- 
cers, who themselves related the errors of which they 
bad been made the organs, with feelings of suchdeep- 
seated'and geaerous contrition,, as mi^t ahoost have 
absolved the crime^ had it been Ttdantarily com- 
mitted. Bnt nev.ec again (be it hoped) m«j a BritiA 
army become the dupe of such a system as it has 
fought under tor the last thirty years — never agwn 
may be so deceived and so dishonoured. The army of 
England is an ag^egate of Englishmen : the sons, 
the brothers, and the fathers of Englishmen, must 
sympathise in all the distresses and all the feelings of 
their fellow-subjects. The first Parliamentary army 
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of tlie Commonwealth, and that odier naty, Vrindi 
assisted in abating tite despotism of the Stuarb, and 
in coustgniDg, intrust, to the house of Erunswick, the 
Batioaal sovereignty, were trae to the sacred cause of 
Jiberif ; and so inust- every army in the end become, 
which is taken from the body of a free people. In 
such a coantry as Great Britain, the army cannot take 
the lead in popular sentiment; but it can never he 
compelled, or seduced, to remain very far behind it. 

On the surrender of Genoa to the King of Sardinia, 
it was deemed at least decent to hint to him some- 
thing about a constitution for his new and des- 
]>ondi]if; subjects, but this, though deferentially 
throHii out by an accredited English minister, was 
beard by the King with scornful impatience ; and 
vhen a Genoese noble had the audacity to suggest 
tke pdicy of such a step, the King is said to have 
turned diortly on him, and to have observed, " The 
firtf tfuit ^ealu of a coaslimion — I'll have him shot." 
VoMf after Am catuUd etposition of the royaUenti- 
mnita, ever Aon^tt of contradicting them ; and the 
GmoeM are now .govemed ivitkont a constittaten, 
wiAsBt my: foraj of gorcrnment, but such as the 
artntraiy will of their new sovereign imposes. 

-AHtiwt the Frcnch-lwd done sras .dMtroyed fay a 
stroke of a pen. Tfao dbindi ww ^aeed upoa her 
ancient footing— the J«i^ were mtoi-ed to all their 
possessions, which returned annually forty millions 
of livres. The Mendicanl Friars, pensioned off 
by the French, have again become a burden upon 
the people, while the royal treasury is relieved from 
their annuities : Iheir houses have been given back to 
them, and their former services in the noblest of the 
ehnrchia revivwJ. The effect of this restoration wa* 



Digitized by Google 



amasK seoanr. 371 
M prooipt as it waa piniidairai the retam o! the 
whob OetMKM poputaivn, tfce id^ n*« fc< y6rth- 
len from dl ftrU, ptmrei nrto &a "iftwifii^ the 
coital i mi iitoM HAa haA been prevenfed from 
presmtuif; A« Jqy^^e/^, and aj^aring as beggars^ 
by setere pcnsltira onpised on that profession 
the late government, now, under the protection of 
church and slate, took up the cross, and boldly shew 
tbeDasefves at the door of honest industry, ctKn- 
manding the alms, which it has become^HgerSM 
and suspicious to refuse. Comfortably provided with 
a habit and a home, they are seen every where, their 
filthy and grotesque figures alike disgusting the 
senses and revolting the mind. 

Previous lo the revolution, there was a society of 
Capuchin nuns, called the " Baitestini," which, from 
the circumstance of the sisterhood being chiefly 
the daughters of noble families, was held in high 
respect. When these nuns w«re pensimied, and their 
order aboiulwd b)F the ^enek, tJieir va»t awmartwt 
palace -wm given fo* a cottoo suttaftotevf. The 
diTector of new MtabliduneM' ms a man of 
Mgnlar diility, and -Gma boafitad hi^^br fall 
flsMtioMi Kbidi toMbedlB wcaliim «f ansnw 
facture that would have compensated for the loems 
of ber ancient and happiest condition. At tile iost^'- 
gatiou of the Queen of Sardinia, tiie nane have been 
restored j and three hundred manufacturers were 
turned adrift with their families, to make way £ir 
them. The chief of the establidiment, with highest 
wwlunen, migrated into THScany, writers the {pMitt^ 
meBt had' the goo)l sense to draw tbemlij an apprt>- 
priaCe protectioTt. !n»Blcs9liie^yiaanit&ctaran,wlni 
_ remain at home, are either Starriog, or haTo become 
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a bunlen to that state, to whose prosperity tliey had 
before so obviously coatributed. Foar old nans, all 
that remained of the ancient batch, were reiostated in 
the vnlderoess of their convent, to form the nucleus, 
of another community. Whoever visited Genoa in 
the year 1819, must have been familiar with the cu- 
rious figures of these ancient dames, who were per- 
petually to be seen in their cloistral habits, bunting in 
couples, with sacks on their shoulders, which rarely 
returned without ample provision for the convent : — ■ 
for wbo would refuse ambulating saints, begging 
under the protection of Royal patronage? ' 

The Genoese, beyond all the people of Italy, were 
devoted to processions and religious ceremonies. 
Such recreations, however holy in their origin, had 
become, by their frequency and abuse, the source of 
soucb gvil to the people : they induced expense, idle- 
.^<^,,^d distipBitioa ; sad were the cause of perpetual 
feui^ and broils, which endangered the safety of 
less sealous and less riotous citizens. 

They had all been abolished by the recent govern- 
ment, and aloiDst forgotten by the people, when 
the devotioa of the king, aod personal example of his 
family,* restored them; and the mostiamous, and 

' Her Majesty is so hostile to every thing that looks like in- 
novalioD upon that saciiil onler, established by Ihe hou«« of 

hc/royafcffniure. On lieaiinf; thai 1 he G^nvcinor',? hsllsl'at" 
Ganoa, were over at two In the morning, shi: oipressed lier 
surprise .nt hoiiiB so revolutionary early ; and obiened, that 
it was the cflecl of Vaccination, which left the young people 
feeble, aod unable to bear fatigue. 

' Qn t^^^it visit uf Ihe King and Queen of Sardinia to 
^y|^^BBy||g^^|t>oa, aa thEjr were t^ving Ibrwg^ th« 
.{^ItB^tl^PI^PM^ty, they met one of die^ ivitored process 
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most fatal of the processions of Ae GttiWMM Qmrch, 
revived by tlie government, w» pmmptlj retorted 
to by the people, who rarely resist an eacnie for 
amusement and difisip^ioa i tkis was tbe pvooeasian 
of tbeCAtAOci^.* 

la the middle ages, a poor Genoese tradesman, 
of the name of MerigHano, acquired singular cel»- 
brity by his rude sculptures in wood, by employing a 
profusion of gilding, and by inventing a species of 
machinery, which added to the established solem- 
nities of the old Church ceremonies, all the glare of' 
theatric show, and all the amusement of pantomimic 
delusion. To the talents of Mertgliano the increase 
irig passion for religious ceremonies was generally 
.■iscribed. The procession of the " Sagra Macchina," 
or ^'Casaccia" became of great note; and though 
its object was simply to p;ir;ide a crucifix or a 
Madonna through the afreets, the splendour of the 
dresses, and the ingenuity of the machinery, brought 
crowds fnuD.all the neighbouring states to be present 
at the ceremony. The machine required forty men 
to move it. Upon it sat enshrined the dingy Madon- 
na, blauBginthdiamaBda.and flannting in flower), 
snmMinded hj. ort hn i w dienibim tad beterodox eu- 

'lowed for • few pBces throng tfae.iavd, in the train of tiw 

■ Tba CaHcoa h UtaraUf " Ac old Aokw," aiMhlka'pn>- 

c£B9ioii of the aaoced Eauchiae was to called from its beiog 
under the especial care of the Flagellants, vlio held thuir 
mysterinus meetinga in an did liuildiiip Tills Di'diT, though 

Eomr, by way of a parly of pleasure, vun Oourishing at Rome 
in 1830. f<a a dsGci^ion i^- tbeir discijiUue, tee Uoraoots'i 
iLLnruTtiiH, one of tfaa vwy Saw boaks ^ Italy diitingniahed 
by truth and originalily. 

•VOL. I. 32 
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pids, aogels cbanting, devils roaring, saints sofferingT 
and marlyrs squalling. Meantime some devotee, who 
paid dearly for the privilege, tottered under the 
burden of an immense black Christ, larger than life; 
while another pious athlete bore a white Christ, of 
equal dimension. Each colour had its followers : 
^h party rent the air with '■'■Viva Crista bianco," 
*^W^iva Crista mora;" contention followed, scuffles 
ensued, and a day begun in prayer, invariably ended 
in riot. What is most curious in all this is, that this 
ceremony, now revived by the most Christian King 
of Sardinia, for the benefit and honour of the church, 
is but a sorry remnant of the heathen rites of the 
Pastophori of antiquity.' 

Lalande, the most indulgent and least prejudiced 
of modern travellers, observes, that the Genoese are 
only ferocious under oppression ; and addi, that with 
respect 10 ihcir dillering from other Italians — "// 
me parall sculement quon j fait moins d'accueil 
aux Strangers , qu'on jr est. mains instntit et pUts. 
jier que dans les aulres grandes villes d'lialie." — 
This, indeed, is but meagre praise ; but Lalande spealu 
of the Genoese as they were in the most degraded 
period of their political and moral existence; when 
the old principles of independence had worn out, 
and the new lights of philosophy and tnowledge had 

' We arrived in Geucia just in time to lose tlie Casaccia. 
The streets were still crowded and tumuUiioiis, though Ihe 
jirocession waj over. A man not haring sufficient money to 
purchase the hoQour of carrying the cruciHi, had torn bii 
■wiie's gold ear-rings out of her ears, on her refusing to sell 
them, to raise tltt monq'. She wa* ueo flying trough the 
^eMti^:<Mldd|||^»« oovered with blood. «Btl foUomd i>f 
^^^^StSSl^ «vt)wad their iiiteitd# v«>gci^i«e^^i< 
tha^e^lR^w^tf thia barbacoHS act. 
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not yet penetrated through the dense atmosphere of 
Ignorance and superstition which environed them. 
They were then no longer republican merchants, and 
independent citizens ; they had none of the brilliant 
qualities of chivalry ; they had learnt to blush at the 
liouest calling of their fathers, and to sue, without 
blushing, at the feet of foreign thrones, for such 
empty titles, or gaudy honours, as their wealth could 
purchase from sordid sovereigns. Naples and Spain 
were their principal markets ; and there are few titles 
which now digiiifv ihi^ old commercial names of Ge- 
noa, that have not been purchased at one or the other 
of these courts. The influence of the Inquisition had 
been a principal cause of degrading the Genoese 
people, by circumscribing thelimits of education, and 
iotimidating the spirit <^ the youth; and daring the 
last century, fever eminent persons in arts, litera- 
ture, and sciencej were projaced in Genoa, than in 
Hiy other Italian state whatever. 

Despotism, ignorance, and snperstitioa, are formi- 
dable foes to social intercourse and enjoyment. Slill 
the Genoese, previous to the Revolution, had a so~ 
cit'ly, stamped with those prescriptive characteristics 
of //on ton, which distinguish the aggregation of the 
liigher classes in other capitals. This circle was con- 
fined to forty of the noblest families, and was called 
"La veglia di quaranla,^' (the vigils of the forty.) 
These conversazioni lasted during forty weeks of the 
year, and were held in turn, at the palaces of the 
respective forty families, once in each week. These 
were almost the sole resources of a class, excluded by 
their rank from general intercourse, and inhabiting 
one of the few cities of Italy, where the opera has 
little attraction, and is but little attended to, except 
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by the lower orders. The Revolutdou, bjils equalizing 
principles, terminated a society from wbich all were 
excluded bat a few of the very first rank;' and the 
changes, the agitations, the vicissitudes, the new 
views, and new resources, which distinguished thai 
iDomentous and inevitable event, were little calcu- 
lated to replace lliia old aristocratic circle with one 
of equal stability and iveight. Foreign titles lost their 
ifflfluence: mind was forced into notice, without re- 
fcrenre to iiiinic ; public ccinmolion prevailed, and 
private society wholly ceased. 

The first display of hospitable rites and a tendency 
to social re-mioii', was eshitMt«d in G«dcui in favour 
rfAcEn^idi military, who beiog constdwed as ^o- 
iKtors were received as guests. The warm (jlmr of 
eonfidence wbich then existed, b^ since bemi frosen 
in its genial current. Fortunes lessened — bopM 
blasted — spirits depressed — and indigntttioD (deep- 
ieated, and superior to complaint), working it& snlleti 
course in ^nrj mind, hn% ctesed ercry aveane to 
social intercourse. If, ia the winter season, one or 
two palaces are occasionally opened for a conversa- 
zione, the new subjects of the Duke of Genoa meet 
only to lament over the fallen eplendour of the 

eglia di quaranta of that ancient Republic, wblcb , 
with all its faults, was still an independent state, and 
owned no foreign master. 

When we visited Genoa, in the beginning of the 
autumn of 1819, many families of the upper classes 

' II is curious lo see the ieaven of liereditary prejuJice, 
mingling with more liberal, Lot less iiifluenlial principles, 
newty acquired. A very cnlif;h((;ncd Genoese noble, one day, 
pointed out to us the corner of the street where the superior 
Doblee of the " Portico vecehiii" used to sil, and wbich the 
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had retired for their villcggiaiwa ; and though we 
had the-pleasure of making the acquaintance of some 
distinguished individuals, we found but one house 
open to society — tliat of the Marchesa Pallavicini. 
We owe to the literary dinners and assemblies of Ibis 
lady,' our most favourable impressions, not only of 
Genoese society, but of the improvements wiiich have 
taken place in the moral and domestic habits of the 
people once so universally accused of havmg none. 
A family of three generations^ a young and lovely 
mother, occupied with the care and education of her 
children, a youthful, an attached hmhand, and aa 
anxious and amiable grandmother presiding over all, 
-were new images in the saloons of a Geno^ palace. 
Nocecisbeo, no patilo,'^ no meddling confessor 1 Sadi 
were the effects of Jhat receat disturbance of toetal 
order, wliich introdncedl vaarinstioii, and sent young 
pec^le to bed before daj-4i|^. 

Gatlantry, in the old acceptatioB of the word in 
the good old titnes, is in Genoa, as Qiroughont Italy, 
on decline; and passion perhaps gains, as much 

nobUs of the "Portico nuovo" conid not approach: he 
laughed at this ridiculouB dUtinctioo, but added, "and yat, 
I confess, I sboald not like a daughter of mine to marry witii 
one of the Portico nuovo." 

' At these dinners we always found some of the moat emi- 
nent of the [irofessors, and whatever literary or soientilic per- 
i6ns Genoa could bnaet. It is a curioriR fact, that by mar- 
riagei the rival names of Fieico and Doria are both merged in 
theftmily of Pallavioiiii. The elder marchioness has enjoyed 
■nuoh celebrily, both tin wit andbeaaty, in the higher circles 
of France and Italy, but she now seenu to lay her triumphs 

at the feet of her infant grandchildren. 

' The Patilo, or "sufferer of Genoa," i) the eaxalieie »er- 

vente of Milan, thececisbeo of Florence and Some; but mora 

serviceable and enslaved lhap eiiher. 

32 
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lumOrals, 1^ the destruction of that unlicensed liber- 
tinism, which, by knowing ao bounds, coald hare had 
but few enjoymeuls. Still, however, among the old 
aristocracy, some monnmental traces of the genuine 
Genoese paltlo, or amaiorj' manyr, may be found , in 
the remains of the beaux garqons of the feglia di 
quaranta ;f,\i\\ carrjiugllie prayer-book, or presenting 
the bouquet of their liege lady, and accompanying 
her to the ijromciiadeof Strada Kuova in the evening, 
or to the church of llie Aiiminciaia in ihe morning. 
But the education presided by .lesuil, and Inquisi- 
tors, which left ibe youth of Genoa ignorant and 
feeble, and threw them on gallantry and gambling 
for their sole occupation and resource, has long c^^ 
to esist, and has aoijet been revived. 

It was a most despotic, but not an impolitic iBett- 
sure in Bonaparte, to carry off the flower ^>|^ 
Genoese youth from the circumscribed cirde^^fti^ 
pernicious systems of their own degraded capital, 
and to oblige their parents to place them in the uni- 
versities of Milan and Pavia, or in the public military 
schools of France. The bodily and mental esercise 
to which they were habituated in the classes of the 
Polytechnic schools. Or of St. Cyr, — the military- 
campaigns, or the diplomatic occupations which fol- 
lowed, — but ill fitted the rising generation for sup- 
porting the languid slavery of the Patllo~for tying 
flowers upon wire stems, matching the foliage of 
geraniums witli tlie blossoms of (lie niyrlte, and 
caiefiilly folding embroidered jiocltpt-hand kerchiefs 
in the illuminated leaves of family missals: and now 
that they have returned from their European voca- 
tion to the silence of their fallen capital, and are shut 
out from eifery means of occupation, or source of 
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employment, and condemned, by the revival of old 
iiutitutions, to ignorance and obscurity, tliey con- 
gregate in clubs at the Cafe, or give up to the agi- 
tating vicissitudes of a gaming-table, that overplus of 
animal spirits and youthful energy, vrhich might be 
so much more beneficially employed for themselves, 
and for society. 

Much of the prejudices and propensities of the old 
regime are said to still find shelter among the females 
of the liiglie^t class ; but to prove or disprove this 
assertion, a more PKtensive experience than I can 
boast woulcJ be accessary. It would be presump- 
tuous to decide on points that require lime to inves- 
tigate, on a view liotli brief and cursory : but all that 
the exterior of society can eshibit to the stranger's 
rapid glance, stnick' me to be fair and attractive. 
The Genoese ladies, as I savr tbem in the streets (and 
of necessity the Genoesemlkinnck'^j in the church, 
or the circle. a^Mrgracefoli^ifiuinfe*, and parti- 
cularly handsoitfe. They dress richly," eshibit their 
finely formed arms aad necks, even in the morning , 
to gnat advantage ; and seem Aeither-'uneonscioiu, 
nor yet ostentations, of their attractions. But on 
this point I a|^al from my own imperfect views to 

' CaiTiagpE can pam Only through i very faw of the slrpets 
of Genoa, stij llie sedm chair is lea> frequeullj uwd now than 
foiini;tly, when pvery ladj of -rank was Hblis""!! to h»ve ber 
chair preccilrii by four lacqueys ani] two running ruatmen. 

' The fminptiiary laws have not been revived ; becanss Ihfi 
last Rrvolulion was not a Kes>oralion, and beraitse such laws 
are not a part of Ibe monardiica) lyitem. Tn tbe days of 
Queen Elizabeth, snmptnaTy lam were enacted in England ; 
bill ihey were directed ogaiaat the extravagance of the middle 
cSasces, the nobility aloBe bcioc alhmtd to wear gold, rilver, 
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those British hearts, which are said to have received 
wounds during their peaceful occupation of Geaoift, 
less curable than those inflicted at Waterloo. 

There is now no vestige ofthe superb merchant of 
Ibc olden time of the Reiiublic. There are still men 
of business ; but that class which once engrossed the 
trade of the Mediterranean, and opened markets in 
Alexandria, has long passed away; and a sordid accu- 
mulation, the result of mean and penurious thrift, 
has been substituted for the bold and enterprising 
speculations of an enlightened industry. Those who 
formerly earned, now save money ; and wealth, once 
thrown into profitable circulation, is now hoarded 
in iron coffers, unused and unenjoyed. Even usury 
has been taught to distrust, hy fatal esperience ; hav- 
,»ilffi^»6a the dupe of every king in Europe, it now 
i^m^p«^^^fait, and is chary of lending, save perhaps 
to the British merchant, who, like the Britisliaesman, 
iu despite of powerful circumstances, still niaiutains 
the ancient reputation of his country, and renders 
England respectable in foreign estimation. 

The first blow given to the trade of Genoa was the 
opening of the Cape of Good Hope :— the last (and 
it has vibrated throughout all Italy) was the restric- 
tive system inflicted upon commerce by the Emperor 
of Austria,' and of necessilv copied by all the petty 
chiefs of smaller slates. Commerce is in a stale of 
stagnation ; and a traffic for snlv.Hion , re-opencd by 
the priesthood, is the only tradr t':i\ cured ]-y llie go- 
vernment, and freely open to t\ic people. 

The press of Genoa is reduced to a Court Gazette, 

' trade between Genoa and lombmiy is alwyutsly 
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whicli registers nothing but (what the people desire 
not to know) the extent of their own slavery, lis 
freedom was not however thus stifled without an ef- 
fort of resistance on the part ot llie Genoese, who ap- 
plied to the Sardinian government for permission to 
publish a Journal that should be something more 
than a mere Court Calendar, and organ of an oppres- 
sive administration. After many months' delibera- 
tion in the Royal Councils of TuniN, the request was 
answered by a — question, ^'fFJw -were to be the Edi- 
wrj/' Three of the first names, hacked by the largest 
fortunes in Genoa, were sent in ; and the permission 
for a new Journal was then granted ; with the slight 
proviso, that the said Journal should not even reittoteljr 
touch upon politics, morals, or religion ; and that it 
should be subjected to the inspection and revision of 
three rcff-al Piedmontese Censors extraordinary. It 
is scarcely necessary to add, that the project was given 
i^i and G«noa still continaes to depend, for all 
her Etavpean information, on the Court Gazette of 
the Ring of Sardinia! issued {mm. his n^al printing- 
press. 

The fate of Genoa requires no comment : it is the 
Parga of Italy; and it owes its misfortunes to the 

same councils, and the same system, which, in a 
shameless conspiracy against the rights and feelings 
of humanity, are plotting the total eitinction of li- 
berty in Europe. The part which England has played 
in the surrender of this ancient republic, has earned 
for her the double obloquy of crime and of dupery ; 
and the indignation which yet murmurs upon the lips 
of the whole Italian population, is largely mingled 
with contempt for a nation, whose indifference to 
the liberties of foreign countries they take as the 
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certain sign and forerunner of the loss of its own. 
Despotism holds it, they say, " like an ape, in the 
corner of its jaw—lirst mouthed, to he last swal- 
lowed." ' 



Digitized by GoOgle 



383 



CHAPTER Xni. 

PIACENZA. PABUA. UODESA: 

Souie from Genoa to Piacenza.-^Fnmliers and Cus- 
tom^house Offwers. —The Tyebia.-~-Piacenza>— 
Bistpric Recollections. ^hmnsvm Cuuiri. — Du- 
cal Palace. — PubUc Square.-— Prisons.— Gov&r- 
nor^s Palace.— Equettrian Statues.— Duomo.— 
Italian Mode of reckoning Time. — CvpolaofGuer- 
cino. — Street Population. — Literature. — Gjohdani. 
-'Route lo Parma. — The F^ia Flaminia. — Aspect 
of the Country. — Castel Guelpho. — Italian Branch 
oftheDouglases.—FaldiTaro.—Pi.»Mt..— Streets. 
— Coffee-houses. — Piety of the Population. — £r- 
Duchess. — DuoHO. — Cupola by Correggio. —Por- 
traits of Correggio and of Girolamo Mazzuolo.— 
Baptistery. — St. Giovanni Evangp.Usta. — Thea- 
tres. — Palace. — Garde meuble of Marie Louise. — 
Rei/olulionarj- History. — Printing Press of Bodoni. 
— Gallery.-— Literature and Science. — Tommasini 
— Velo, etc. — Academies. — Route to Modena. — 

ReGGIO— (AbloSTO.)— RUBIERA — (COBBEGGIO.) — Mo- 

DEfi\.~Palace. — LiOra^.— University.— Du^ecf 
Modena's Gofernment.— Literature. — KiVf^'^^t 
Tassosi, etc. 

In retniwag from Genoa, en the route to Florence 
by Sohgna, the Bame toad is repassed as far as /^o- 
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Id^ Ikawe «f> an<l, .after « ttdioos ^eittioitrand 
.^wdbi^mi ^attd aQnoyanCe,' the traveller is per- 
lotted to proceed a few miles further. Then 
a|^U new insignia of power and doniitiion meet 
the eye; and the frontier harrier of Caslel-San~Gio- 
vanjii, the arms of the Duchy of Paniia, imperial 
crowns, and a crowd of police and ciistom-hoase 
officers, give due information of a change of so-' 
vereigns. The name and titles of Hek Imperial Ma- 
jesty, THE QLFE>i Maeia Loi;isa, Duchess <jf Parma 
A^D PiACENZA, glare on every side, and mark the new 
suhdivision of Italy, Ly (he grand carver, Austria. 
Over this fertile little tract reigns, nominally, the Es- 
Empress of France!!; 

Piacenza, qt Placentia, is approached by the de- 
sert shores of the TiiEBiA, the site of many an an- 
cient, many a modern fight. The bed of this vast 
mountain-torrent was nearly dried up as we crossed 
it. One deep stream alone poured through its rough 
channel ; and the fine ruin of a massive arch, marked 
by classic travellers as the remains of that bridge 
crossed by Hannibal, had a singular effect in the 

' Most F.ngliali travellen, and inJetd all persons of rank, 
escape a great part of these annoyances, hy IraTelling with a 
caurier, whr>, ronelantly in itdiance of the carriages, removes 
all difficully by force of aulborify or of gold. We, however, 
purposely avoided the retaining this useful domeslic ; partly 
from osconomy, and partly from a general driire of coining as 
closely as pissible in coohiel ivitli a population of whom wu 
should have such frecjuent oceasion to spiat. We fbcouq- 
tered, accordingly, our full share of the ioconvenleuces of 
Italian travelling j aad we speak as we felt, and as the ma^ 
of ihr pif^ie -mwt feel, ' who mmit^ XtinA ^if£$^ 
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midst of the broad, stony, and uiidulatiug strand, 
that looked as if it covered the surface of a buried city. 
The plain beyond is dreary and formless ; in its cen- 
tre rose the dark red city of Piacenza. Its burntshed 
gloom, as it reflected the burning rays of a mid-day 
sun, lyas that of some bronzed city of Egyptian 
deserts; where sky, earth, and habitation, are all 
bathed in the same swarthy tints. Its shattered 
walls, and mouldering gates, were guarded by troops 
of Austrian soldiers (the supposed armed force of Par- 
ma ; and legions of the eternal Doganieri were ready 
to pounce on the passport, examine the imperial, and 
ihevUieirpinrw to detain and to harass those who are 
not ioclisid to jmrchase a speedy escape from their 
clntehm. Enun wdl to w^l, and gate to gate, w« 
were diui att^wd fouc times ; and no where did 
Austria, witkheraystem of restrictioiis, her spiet, her 
fears, and diatnut, appear more. finrmidt^Ie en- more 
odious, than at the frontiers of the Parmesan terri- 
tory, over which she affecls to hold no direct juris- 
diction. We were at last permitted to enter the 
city of pleasantness, which looks like the city of 
the plague. To judge by its silent empty streets and 
dismantled edifices, it seemed to have been lately ' 
sw^t by pestilence, or d^opulated by famine. 
Piaeeaui md Ptama weie.erected iato a DokedAm 
hy 9^ Kntl the Third, for Jiis ftHKtoiu son, Pier- 

* TVit itadMba appMranot i« pRvtIf owiag to tkencoaoioj' df 
the faUcu. Tbfl tover windevrt, without flau, m lUlod 
with maagive lEen han, and look tike prisoQs. The ahutteis 
of the windows of the leeond floor ara Bsuallj dowd. The 
third story is too high to catch the atloation. Thi« u the ge- 
neral aspect of the great hooset, aa tha wuth if approached, 
particolarlf in tha tmaltar citiw. • 
VOL. I. 33 
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Luigi Farnese (" for in those days," says Muratori, 
"there was no scandal attached to such doings in the 
house of God") ; and the former city became the 
ducai residence and seat of a court, 'whose splen- 
dour is attested by that vast and still unfinished 
edifice, which might well have served for the resi- 
dence of. more powerful sovereigns. The crimes aud 
vices of the Farnese leave no historical recollections 
of interest behind them, to hail the traveller's arrival 
widt^reeable associations ;'and the pleasantest which 
the ipiddle^ed story conjures up, is the arrival of 
Benvenato Cellini, on his sorry horee, at the gates of 
Piaoeiva, after tuning copridomly parted with the 
nunptnou caralcwle of ibe SignMw Hij^^ttt Gon- 
zago, Lard of Mirandola, and resolved to pnraie hi» 
jonmeyalone " in a dog trot."' ("Umiojmipmito 
atsohio di venire a thibolabe a Firense.") HA 
■ccidentally meeting with the Duke Piet^n^, the 
iiewljr-4n>Ulled sovereign, and his inveterate pepsecu- 
%at, bia reception at court, and his believing that ths 
aMa5si nation of the Farnese, which so immediately 
ftdloved, was an interference of Providence to aven^ 
hit own wrongs, arc all told in Cellini's life, in his 
bM style. The Duke sending him his dinner to the 
inn, is a curious liail of the manners of the times. 

The ducal jmiace of the Farnese is a singular fabric, 
and worthy of observation. Like the greater part of 
the city, it is built of dusky red brick, and as we saw 
it in the setting ma., it had a sort of burnt crustiness 
dwut it, which gB:ve it tfae air of a building baked in 
a fomece. It isvatt and desolate^ partly unfinished, 

Sodi n the s^nge given by Cellim't eonmentalor to the 
•ord *' iribolare." 
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partly in rain. It'wuonce&»>cenetifmadtbarbaric 
pomp and gay carooials ; for the Farnete were noted 

for their sumptuosity and love of dissipation. They 
were also patrons of the arts, which had then become 
more indispensable to the vanity than the taste of Ita- 
lian princes, and the walls of the now damp moul- 
dering gallery were once covered with the works of 
Raphael, Correggio, and Parmigiano. When the last 
of the Dukes of Parma, Don Carlos, changed his 
brick palace of Piacenza for the throne of Naples, he 
carried away from its cabinets and saloons all they 
contained that was most rare and precious. 

La Piazza, or the public square, is surrounded by 
old and mean buildings, to which the town-house and 
goTftmor's palace are exceptions. The former is 
of great antiquity, and though built tii brick, its 
Gothic tiMery and minute architectara! details are 
extremely fine. In die centra ta « noaH sqnarv odnrt, 
so filAy as to be scarc^y i^roaehed, bat sitrrotlnded 
by a portioo well worth se«ng. There, too, are the 
dungeons of this strong place. A little grated win- 
dow admitted all the light and noxious atmosphere 
this court afforded j a few pale haggard faces were 
pressed against the iron bars within, and one of 
the wretched prisoners was conTersing with some 
weeping friend, who stood witftont, and for his sake 
encountered all that was 'noxions and offensive ihie 
pUc. 

Maria Louisa is said frequently to visit her good 
city of Piacenza, to preside at public fetes, given by 
the police. She has also made some splendid offer- 
ings to the church : it were well if she looked to llie 
dungeons of her prisons. The prisons of Italy are 
indeed dreadfiil ; and the facility with which they 
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arc filied hy power, unqaeslioned and unreslricted, 
is atill more terrible. Iii this lliey recall tlie prisons 
of England, during the suspension of the Habeat 
Corpus Act: lite these, they are tenanted by men 
for -whom no law exists, and who are, perhaps, the 
dupes, as well as the Ticlims, of that fearful policy 
which has incarcerated them. 

. The Govebnor's Palace is of the same date with the 
town-4ouse, which it faces. It has beeu newly and 
^endiidihrrepfflred by tlie French ; aDd-frem its ete- 
guce and freshnos it a. pn-fept soIeoisiB ftraong the 
ruins that enviiim it. ^9- iBMription cat iii the 
atone-woi^ of its fe;nde, intimates that \% ow«8 its 
renovatioB to " K&MiXanc IHPSumA." This-iiw 
Kription ou^ sometimes bring to the raaembraiice 
of Maria Louisa, as she passes along, one who raised 
her to the summit of greatness, and added to the 
splendour of pomp and power what woman can prize 
more than either, affection and tenderness. la re- 
calling the father, it may also fix her attention upon 
the son; and in thus reviving the memory of ties the 
dearest and the sweetest, it must either kindle the 
blush of indignation or of shame, according as her 
ConsciMice speaks of the abandonment of duty, as au 
act of forced obedience, or of unnatural indifference. 

After the grated windows of the dungeon, and 
the faces we saw peering through them, there was 
nothing to arrest our steps in the piazza; not even 
ttwgrara, grna,'eqiMatria» stataus o£ Alewider and 
Ranncdo Fameae, so long d^nrted' the poises 
ef vi^h} aad whidt are at last tales from John di 
Bolognst KoA. given to.Moccln, a vet^r. ioferitnr wtUt. 
These two'Famefe wore not <he tem of -that JPter> 
l^i, who was. floDg Old of tke viadnr of fats 



Digitized by Google 



PIACGNZA. 389 

palace ' at Tiacenza ; nor the persons whom tlieir 
f^randfather, Pope Paul the Third, made Cardinals 
in their sixteenth year ; heaping benefices on them, 

EngHsh prelates now coacen t rate ' livings on the 
tierical youth of their own families. 

This Alexander and this Ranuccio were the grand- 
children of Pier-Luigi, by his daughter-in-law, an 
imperial illegitimate, whose father, Charles the Fifth, 
secured the Dukedom of Piacenza and Parma to her 
posterity, until Elizabeth Faniese, becoming the wife 
of Philip the Fifth of Spain, as heiress of Parma trans- 
mitted the oft'bartered Dukedom to her second son. 
la 173s, Charles the Sixth, Emperor of Gemuny, 
handT^coj^ied the two Sicilies against this ttalian 
Priodpality, Thidt Ans ^ain fell into tlie power of 
Austria, with whom it remained till the French in— 
vasion. Bnt it is wearisome and disgusting to follov 
tbese chopjHQgs and changings of nations— to behold 
hnman society, like the live stock of a farm, set up 
to auction, and to see the fortunes, interests, and 
happiness of millions, sacrificed to the whim, the 
ambition, or the injustice of some half-mad or half- 
foolish Potentate ! That great register of human tur- 
pitude. History, abounds with these iarferJ of States, 
which would seem events of impossible performance, 
but that the mystery is solved — by a standing army. 

' Piet^Luigi did not suffer for his private crimes, which 
were of the darkest dye, but for liis resistance to the Aiislrian 
power in Lombardy. Tbe conspiracy which depriTeJ him 
of life was effected by the eroiBsarieBof Charles the Fjflh.who - 
laid claim to the Dukedom of Parma and Piacenza (or, as it 
was then called, Piacmtia and Parma; Piacenza befng the 
most ooosideTaUa eitf of the two in those ttmei, as its pub* 
Uo bniUiiifs still eiinec). 

33 
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The Catliedral is among the rudest, and, I believe, 
the most ancient in Italy: its old clock is -H-ortli 
nolin°, as one of the land-marks which indicate the 
^.liading of civilization and modern improvement in 
Italy, winch Imve not travelled far southward. On 
its antique dial all the hours are marked, from one 
to tweni^'/our; and at PiaceuM we first b^iu ta 
hear of hours in their teens, and of the dajr reach- 
ing its majoriiy of twenf^-tuw. This Gontmues to 
Ifai^es ; i^t though tiw FrCach. introduced the Euro- 
peen mode «f couHting, the iadoratioa vm dfleimd 
revohitionary ; old dtalst with other old piecei of 
dock-work^ hwe been rertored, and to make an ap« 
pointmoit at * ' .one in the afternoon ," would now be 
considered Lbre-Afafe$i4 gainst the legitimate and 
canonical hours of the " social fabric." 

The pictures of the cathedral iiave been so minutely 
described by recent travellers, as lo leave nothing 
to be said on that subject, of «liicK tho ;uilhor of 
these pages is always desirous to s:iy =o little. But a 
cupola painted by Glercino, and an aliar-piece 
done by Procaccini, cannot be passed over in silence; 
though) of these, there is only lo say, that the one 
can scarcely be seen, though the eye waters and the 
neck breaks, in the effort to behold, it ; and that the 
other is so covered by dust, cobwebs, and filth, that 
it is impossible not to lament, that it had not taken a 
trip to Paris, with Bome of its distinguished com— 
peers, who all returned so much the better for their 
journey. 

A celebrated fonale writer has declared that ao 
"ari8tocra<y is a law of natiire. Whatever philoso- 
phers may think of this notion, it is certain that the 
law, as it hasoperated on the contioeat, has pndnced 
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a most fatal modification of society; and if, itt its. 
quality of natural, it is to remain immutable, Piaceiiza 
■nd some other of the lesser Italian cities will pre- 
serve a curious specimen of its iuduenc* for the 
amusement of posterity. We lio;ird mucli, though 
we saw but little, of its agency in Piacenia; for our 
view was taken merely en passant, liut we learned 
from the persons we did see there, that its inhabi- 
tants were -divided into two classes, the nobles and 
shopkeepers. We saw the latter louBging in their 
silent and half-empty shops ; or talking at tbeirdoon 
to a gossiping priest, a character hers hj no meats 
rare. The nobles eihibit themselves on.yieir Corso 
in Tducles, which 'the/- take to be earri!q;ea ; and 
which were so, in the days of Ranuccio and Atex- 
aiider. The Corso itself is only the gloomy ^'strada 
mai'stm," or great street of the town; and throngh 
Us close and heated atmosphere (which had all the suf- 
focating density of flames extinguished by dirty water) 
these noble illustrations of divine— righted aristocracy 
are carried along at a ftineral pace, until the shadows 
of night send them home to Tarocco, in some high 
and remote apartment of their dismantled palaces : — 
the church, the corso, and the card-table, making up 
the sum of their very usefnl existence. We were as- 
sured by a gentleman of Piacenza, that no dinner has 
been given in that ducal city within the memory of 
man, except by the Marchese Mandelli, whose table 
is always open to those who have none of their own. 
This gentleman is said lo have a. conriderable share' 
of literary taste and scientific infiormatiMi — which 
would appear a solecism in tke present state ef society 
in his native city, if Piacenn had not prodncedj and 
did not possess, Gior^mt and whatfw her ndUes 
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may thitik, it is more to her glory to have given 
birth to this eloquent and patriotic citizen, than even 
to have produced that clever organ of despotism (the 
TVohej'oi his day and country), Cardinal AlbtnmH 

Signore Giordani is one of the few, wli* in any 
country has 

" Dared to be honest in tfta worst of timet." 
Called on to pronounce an oration Kt the Accadenua 
delle belle ^r(jinBol(^a, in i8i5, the delicate sub* 
ject given him was the restoraUoR t^f tie faur Legm- 
tions [of which the Bologaese is the prindpal) to the 
Papal See. This was a goldeu theme, for the tongue 
rf servthty and self interest 1 In the Institute of 
Paris, such a subject would have been a stepping- 
stone to a privj- counsellorship ! In the Academy of 
Bologna, it was made the medium of cold truths, 
clothed in bitter irony. The oration was condemned 
by the Holy See as a libel; and two explanatory 
letters from the patriot-orator, the one addressed to 
the Cardiual-Mioister at Rome, and the other to the 
Cardinal-Legate at Bologna, were considered by the 
government as an aggravation of the original crime ; 
aad were intended to be so by their author. 

These productions circulated like wild-fire through 
upper Italy ; and the eagerness with which ibey 
were read, aad the nniTarsal ^pprobattoa thccf excited^ 
proved the truth of &e authors words, wiUi.respect 
to the opinions (riF bis oratioa: " QueUi non.erano 
pensieri del solo Oratore,.ma del pubhHco." - 
. Pliny has asserted that, in his time, men liyed in 
Piaomsa to the age of a hundred and forty. In 

' <* Tbaie wwe not thoughts ctniGiMd to .the orator, bnt 
genwnd and p«d)lia>"-44ttnra to Cardinal GaoMdro. 
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its preserU state, I never saw a place wliere one would 
be more willing to die, if there were no other mode 
of escaping from lis dark walls. As, however, in 
Oiir own case, escape w as possible, we left iL with due 
speed for Paem* ; and refreshed our senses and spirits 
with a return to lliat nature, which, though always 
lovely, is loveliest to the eye and imagination of a 
traveller, in the moment that he escapes from one of 
these ducal towns, these petty capitals of petty prin- 
cipalities, which riae so frequently and to ftu-mid- 
ably, in udneu and desolKtioD* amidst the blooming 
Paradise of Italian landscape. 

Ths road from Piacenza to Pamu. is marked in 
the Itineiraiy of all classic travellers as the Via Fla- 
tninia. Evelyn, Addison, Lalande, Eustace, and a 
hundred others of inferior note, have said so; and 
imitative mediocrity will long continue to repeat 
the learned fact with notes of admiration and com- 
mentaries ; for the " gentle dulness " that " ever 
loves a jote," ioves tlaisical topofjraphy alao, and re- 
peats its crilici-sms ivilli an oracular aulhorify, as 
though all its citations were as original as ihey are 
erudite. 

To those, however, who tremble for tlie springs of 
light carriages, and shudder at dislocated joints, f{o- 
man pavements — read, better than they iread ; and 
it is much more gracious to such gothic travellers, to 
learn, at starting, that the road they are about to pass 
wasmadeunderthe consulate of NapcJeon Bonaparte, 
tiian under that of Lepidus <uid Flamimia. The 
road to Parma, however, unites the two-fold advan- 
tage, classic and gothic. It is-precisely the track 
vgtaeA by the Booian Consuls, and is rendwed Bmootk 
at a bftwUngrgreen by die Fnnch goTernment. It 
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runs, too, through scenes of perpetual fertility ; and 
every 'where commands views of the Apennines and 
their numerons springs, which, taking various names, 
as Stirone, Laro, Parmo, etc. etc. etc. bathe the soil 
with their fertilizing moisture. 

The corn-fields, which follow each other in un- 
broken succession, are planted with lofty trees, for 
the support of vines that hang from branch to branch, 
and from tree to tree, in rich festoons of fruit and 
foliage. At their root the melon or the pumpkin, 
creeps, and occupies TChalever space remains beneath. 
Every where, as we p^sed along, was to be seen the 
slender Vignajuolo mounted on a ladder, so white and 
slim that i t seemed to have been made of peeled leeds; 
while girls, in the picturesque dressesof the conntiy, 
stood below to receive the grapes in vricLer baskets. 
Tfaese were images ot beauty and of abundance, re» 
peated at every step from Piacenca to Florence ; and 
the prosperity they indicate, gives no false picture of 
the fortunes of the peasantry, who form perhaps the 
happiest class of Italian population. But even here, 
Nature, all lovely as she is, would smile in vain, if 
placed under such circumstances as operate in Ireland 
to degrade the labourer, and to ruin the soil. An 
Irish landlord, an Irish tithe-proctor, an agent of an 
Irish absentee, a rack-rent, a double hierarchy, and 
an overwhelming taxation, would eshaust the fertili- 
ty even of this happy region, would convert industry 
into a gambling speculation, exchange daily labour 
for nightly theft and violence, and convert decency 
and regularity into rags and drunkenness. Against 
sucii Tuinoa* combinations of society, Naturb, in its 
amplest i>oanfrr) is wholly powvrims; for the more 
sbondAnt hergifts, the mors pralifio hwjhurats, the 
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deeper i> Iha rain of the unfortunate cultivator. 
Surely it is a dreary peaaity paiil for the eajoymeats 
of foreign scenery, to have the heart dragged back by 
inevitable comparison at every step, and to »ee, eren 
in the oppression and misruleof Italian Principalities, 
3 prosperity too forcibly contrasting with &e dis- 
tresaet and dsgradatioa of the land of tme's bartii and 
afiectuKU. At every st»p a conyiction it forced npon 
die mind, either that the bowted Constitation of£n§^ 
land ia inadeq^uate to the pro^rity of society, or that 
Ae Irish n^«n is mocked with its semblance, and has 
never enjoyed it hut under those corruptions, which 
are ever &tal in proportioa to the excellence they 
strive to simulate. 

As we stopped to change hordes at Gastel GnBLFO, 
a name sufficiently indicative of its origin, we alight-* 
ed to examine the fine old castle which gives the site 
its appellation, and which was once the residence of 
the turbulent leaders of the Guelph faction. 

Castel Guelfo is still in high preservation, and not 
only habitable, but inhabited; as was evident from 
the green silk draperies that flaunted through one of 
its old casements, and from the profuse laundry dry- 
ing on the stunted trees that grew along its filled-np 
fosse. We were tempted to ask a vine-cutter (who 
was dicing on maccaroni under the shade of a fine 
old tree near its gates) to whom the castle belonged ? 
he replied laconically, To the Scot (" it Sootto "). 
On ftirther iorCfitigBtion at Bologna, we found that 
*' il SevUO " was a Dmglas, a descendant of one of 
the wnsof " Bell the Cat ," vho had distinguishr 
ed himself in the civil wars of lUty, and probably 
won this «islle and its lands by his good sword and 
^wessl In the i6th centnry the celebrated tm^ 
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franc, the painter, irys page to an Orazio Scolti, of 
Piacenza, Marquis of Montalbo, and wa? severely re- 
primanded by the Chieftain (or having disfigured the 
Trails of his anti-room bjr drawing figures witli a burnt 
Stick, which would nvw be pnrdiated at any price. 

TbcDougUs, vitiihis rode mibnntun dsn, seated 
in a Gn«^)h cafitle in the deliciouB plains of Lombar- 
dy, fiums an awociation at once carioas and remote, 
and peculiar to tbosc. adveBturoua times, for vliich 
die imfginatioii can find no parallel in elawic story. 

' The boulifnl Val u Tako raeceeds. Ihe ancioit 
abbey of Fireninola belongs to Ae mideUe-age travel- 
lers. The site where Sylla defeated the army of Carn 
bo, has the usual interest for the learned. Bo&lie in 
sylvan scenery, which terminates in a wide-spread- 
ing waste round the high fortified walls of Parma. 
These sweeps of devastation (each a Uttle Campagna) 
which lead to the capitals of the petty Principalities, 
are exceedingly characteristic i they belong to the 
same story as is told by ponderous portals, armed 
walls, towers, forts, ajid drawbridges — iiuuges of dis- 
trust and of violence. The gates of Parma are guard- 
ed by the usual number of soldiers, police-officers, 
and Doganieri. Ita streets are, as usual, dreaty, hued 
with thue mouldering edifices, which the French 
cdlmoMHW (tiiehabitationsof the lowly), and -niitk 
■0004 tea and aonae ruinous palaces, the dwellings of 
the graat: Alqigct every other building is a church ; 
Ibr Parma owed oinch of its amd^ ^endour to the' 
Vannian Pcfe, Panl a« Xhird, vbose deacttBdaitf- 
b>b4b it the soat' of .their court. But of tluie 
cbnrdMSf fhoagh-all are ric^ -wilhm, are fiaoshecL 
-wit^nt — a fact of commmi ftccttrrence ili Ilaly_>&r 
what is d»Be with the pobtic moii^ is abrayi ncgli^ 
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gently done ; and though, it was the public nha lUiuU 
ly assisted to build churclies, it was iiidividiuti pomp 
or piety that decorated the interior. 

The miserabie little shops, the silent streets of 
Parma, shew no traces of its ancient commerce, when 
its market supplied wool to Europe. Now it exhibits 
alone an hopeless indolence, and a torpid inactivity. 
A little raw silk, and the cheese, i^ich is found so 
much better every where than in die district whence 
it takes its nune, fom the whole esportalioa of the 
P»sMMB Stfttes ; sad the oaly TisSile symptmas of 
imtntud tmrfe M fieloMu ot mmocarom, md the 
awingiBg pewter buin whidi Tibrates over die bar- 
ber's where a duir and a sheet uvite the dirty 
or laiy pusen^ to repose aod parify. Tke bftrbtir 
of Italian towns is still a character, and differs Utde 
from the important personage, who in remoter timet 
gave heroes to comedy, and inlrigwaas to novris. 
His shop alone is sure of custom — where all moA 
shave sometimes — and where no one shaves himself; 
for helplessness is one of the results of oppression ; and 
activity, discountenanced in all its higher agencies, 
soon yields to inertness in the lesser duties. 

While the barber's shop is the emporinm of news, 
and the mart of trade in the morning, the caf6, af- 
ter the church, seemed to us to be, in Parma, the 
principal place of resort to persons of all ranks. 
These caffy, modelled upon the French, and about 
as qdeadid ais Sttch Srstive rendez vom are in a third- 
rate prorincial town in trance, are still the gayest 
Ihiags in Panna. As we walked up the main street 
.in tlte evening^ we perceived the congregation of the 
clinn^lmnying frSla &e benediction to the coifee- 
hoBse, aad issuing from Uie alter, to range themselves 
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under the awning which shades the front of tliese 
little temples of dissipation. To judge by the teem- 
ing population, which tilled every church ia Parma, 
(and we visited^i^ successively; that is, wcstruggled 
to get in our heads — and then, for the benefit of a free 
respiration, struggled to get them out), the mass .of 
piety must be pooderons indeed. The .chnrches arp 
evidently the fashioaable evening U>uage; for tliou^ 
we saw but very few carnages (HI the cono, ami finind 
the theatre empty, tbe cfanrche* were brOUantlf illo- 
minated, and the votaruts lo muBeroo) within, that 
many, nnable to proceed inrther, knelt in the street, 
round' thri doors of entrance, while the benediction 
ma pronoundng. This over-stocking of the market 
of feith is pecnliar to such Httle capitals as' Parma, 
Piacenzay and Modena, where the petty sovereign 
gives the ton to exterior forms ; and where a sort of 
pocket Inquisition esists, whose emissaries are vigi- 
lant in proportion as their sphere is limited. Parma 
is estremely Spanish, from being long presided by a 
Spanish court, and governed by a Spanish influence. 
Th^'Ex-Tiuc^eis [and Ex-Queen ofEtruria), aud her 
fair andjceble ton (hy right Dul-e of Panna, bnt by 
force obliged to let Maria Louisa take her turn out 
of his sidle), are both accused of being what, in Rome, 
is termed devout — what elsewhere is called bigoted; 
and their legitimate subjects are said to rememberthe 
piety of tbe old court, in spite of the silver lamps and 
new.'painted HadoDnas, wbi<^.ib«ip actnsi Dueheai . 
presents to their-^tjrchea. . - " 

Tbe Cathedralt or DVomo of £arma, ii one of great 
a^jquity and great celd>ri^. Jt i$ 11 ^l^idtd apecir 
men of the.rnde magnificence of .the rudp^ tinqs. It 
jji of the tnie JuUim-gothiSf ^u!t, js, .mined, ^an^ WM* 
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barbarous, ^vitli nothing of the exquisite Leaiily of 
thf pure Gothic of old Enghsh architecture. Griffins 
and iions guard ib porticos, cockatrices aud serpents 
deform its architraves. Yet, still the first view of the 
vast interior is verv fine and imposing. The high 
dark columns, the cloistral galleries, and, above all, 
the walls enriched by the pencil of Maxzuolo,^ and a 
cupola painted by Correggio (acctued indirectly of 
causing his death), give it great interest.' While we 
were straining our eyes to gaze on this cupola, wa 
were joined hj the (acristan, and a monk of the 
adjoining convent, who, eaelt anxioos for the honour 
and the rewards of a Cicerone, disturbed our con^ 
temptation, more than tbey assisted our curiosity, 
by their disputes on the subject of "Nostra Correggiffl 
and "Nostra Parmigiano." Still we were far from re- 
linquishing their offered services; for to such acci- 
dental acquaintances we sometimes Owed much amua^ 
Kient, and froqneatiy some curious infonnatioa, 

■ Thi« ii not lbs FrvtoBtcD HiHDcdo CaHed Ae Chad ^ 
Oie Craeu," aoA alludad to in the following panaga of Boa- 
chioi ; — "Vorreichiamarlofiglio dclle Grazie, qael Parmigia- 
tiino." Francesco, the chief of hii family and school, painted 
little for his Dative city, and nothing for Ihe Duomo, where 
the obefe-d'muvTe of hb pupil and relation are preserved. Of 
the patronage of Ihe great, in these daya of boasted patro' 
nage, Correggio and Parmigiunino are melancholy ilhislrarions. 
The taller, not having (inished a picture far Ihe church of the 
iStecrat/i by the time expected, was thrown inlo 3 dungeon 
by the Farnese, as Tasso was by the d'Eile. When liber .Ked, 



enough to finish his famous " Annunciation" (to shew Parma 
what be Could do), he died of a broken heart. The death of 
Correggioj loo w^ kaotm to repMi^ wu- slill more lOtkn- 




.hsfiSi.red as m.ny of Lis 
.nd having live.l long 
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4oO FARKA. 

not to be had in the saloons of palaces or the Studies 
of the learned. 

The cupola of the Duomo of Parma, w«Il ]uiown 
ibroughoQt Europe by engraving*, to b« foirn^ in tbe 
portfolio of every collector, ift faM yicUing to taans 
and damp; and those tints, soiraim and vital tbat 
Gialio fiomaoe could scarcely be persuaded tbey were 
not the flesfaj tiwues ot nature itseli^ are rapidljr 
fiklin^into mildew. Forhinately, the famotu altar- 
piece of thil dburch has escaped a similar fate, by 
Iwing removed to Ibe pictnre-^allery. 

Oter the Chvheiira ot the church, are two holy 
families; not, however, composed, as is usual in Ita- 
lian pictures, of a stupid-looking Joseph with a ham- 
mer stuck in his girdle, a crowned Virgin, a ra' 
dieted Bambino, wilh saints, cows, hay— racks, and 
all the treasures of the East, and all the litter of a 
stable; but of such families as love and virtue some- 
times assemble, under the domestic roof of ordinary 
humanity. They are said to be the families of Cor- 
reggio, and of Girolamo Maxsuolo. 

There are also two frescos of singular attraction, 
on either side the great entraace. These are two 
pillars, painted in such strong relief that the %ht 
seems reflected from their salient sarfiwcs; and from 
behind each starts the head of a man, who seems in 
the playful act ni snrprising his companion. These 
trnlj heantifiil heads are the portraits of Gorreggio 
and Ibundo, due \j each oAer— "/ler iidmvo^ 
as the monk told ns ; that is, ** infim." Of this dis- 
position to fan, even in &e churdies, we saw many 
instances in Italy, where the feelings and inuigin«> 
tiims. of thf painters Mem to seek relief from the hor- 
rors tbej were hired to paint, in sndi gigr carelcH 
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representations as enrich ibe portals of tUe Duomo of 
Parma. Our tnonk adcied [and 1 make him. account- 
able for the anecdote, whitli lie gave as a tradition 
of liis convent), that Corrcgio had surprised Maz^ 
zvolo with his picture, wiio, not to be outdone, sur- 
prised Corregio with his. He said they were both 
(truck aS at A heat — " £att6 d'uaa pennellata ! colpo 
da maestro I" -H« painted out alio to oar obserra- 
tkm, a Si. Frauds in anccstasf be&re the Magdakh 
—a -fine pictum by Haizuolo: but St. Franas w4* 
too handgome for a- saint, and the SIa|;da)en tbs 
i'resh for & penitent. 

The Baptistehi stands apart from the Duomo, iuid 
is still more curious. It dales from 1 1 1 a ; anditsdr- 
Golar walls are covered with contemporary scntptnre 
and paintings. The arts in that period were rather 
re-creaiiitg than reviving ; and even the Greek mon- 
strosities of the bassi tempi seem to have given no 
models to these rude efforts. The subjects are all 
from the church mythology of that day, when much 
apocryphal tradition was afloat, and when scriptural 
history was little resorted to. In these exhibitions, the 
Virgin is always painted like a large female baboon 
feeding her young. The eyes meet, the nose is long, 
the lovrer part of the face retreats, the complexion is 
sboay, and the exprmion a ^mixture of ferocity and 
conning. All these attempts at representing the 
human conntenance in saints and martyrs, are e(£ually 
frightful.- Whether the types were traditional, or 
whether rdigion was ^bu pappose^ depicted in images 
of terror, to strike'fear in die ignorant and' the ti- 
nud, it may now be difficult to discover. The .^jtera 
,has.j«iu^jied.down.to.a late day, thon^ asch means 
of propagating H were not adopted by the Leenardoxbi 
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yincisy tlie Raphaels, and the Correggtos. Had Bos- 
suet been 3 painter, his saints and virgins would have 
resembled those which now scare the spectator on the 
walls of the Baptistery of Parma. ' 

The church of SaN GtoViNNi Evangelista is one of 
the finest in Parma. Id one of iU chapels (the chapel 
of ^ Foar Vii^ins) tbera is a dunning ^ture of 
SmM Lucia, ledUog M own ^yes, wbich swim 
like goM-fi^f in a erfiXii. vaM l]»t she h«lds in 
ber beanU&l bands. St. Imcia was, prd^ly> an 
Irish Saint ! — at all events, her eyes mart hum be«n 
very nan^jhty eyes, to have required tbeir being 
pulled out for the good of her soul ! 

There is another picture, estremely curious for its 
reference to the church policy so universally adopted 
when power was its sole basis, and destruction one 
of its principal means. This picture represents Saint 
Paul destroying the beautiful statue of Diana of 
Ephesus — a hint not suffered to lie idle. The statue 
is perfection , and is werAy of tbe chisri of Praiiteles. 

While we were looking at this picture, we heard a 
distant chant, which gradoally strengthened, as a 
procession of the monks of Saint Benedict (wbose 
convent is attached to the churcb) glided in by a hk- 
tetaj door, and took their place in the choir, wbea 
the cynung service began wUb idl its splCBdid and 
pietorewpie cerwMoie*. 

■ It mrtlerB nnt to wAaf we liVan Goil (mjs Bossiiet), f ro- 
videdhemaBKLmiiipoiiryii quit nous effraie) ; aoA lie adds, 
"treinblons done, chreiitna, IremWons dpvaiit liii, a cliaque 
moment." This has always been ihe religion of the Church, 
wluterer name it bai taken. The religion of Chntt tra» 
■ol feundrt oa twrw, kat <m " Psm Mid go a d wilt to mil 
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The eiKAT Tbbatbs of Parma was once among the 
wonders of Italy. It'iras built hy the saniptuous 
Farnese, adjoiDiDg the palace, and was capable of 
containing fourteen thousand persons. It ha; not, 
however, heen used since the beginning of the last 
century, and is not even open for inspection. The 
little theatre, where operas were performing when 
we were at Parma, offered a striking contrast to this 
Ducal edifice. It was extremely small, mean, filthy, 
ill-lighted, und shaped like a double square, long 
and narrow. We were present at the peHbnnance 
of the popular piece oS Paul and f^irgtnia, iTiih thft 
beautiful music of Gugtielmi; but theie was bat a 
Kftnty BiKttence, a circumstance accoiuited for by 
the wretchedness of the performance. Here, as in 
almost all the Italian cities {Milan and Naples ex- 
cepted), the choruses were filled up by tradesmen, 
who, for about ten-pence a night, after they lay by 
their leather-aprons, assume the oostuine of the dra- 
matic wardrobe, They execute the music of Rossini, 
Mozart, etc. coarsely indeed, and vociferously, but 
not inaccurately. We were struck by a box, gaudily 
and vulgarly decorated, and surmounted with an 
imperial crown, with four miserable candles stuck 
before it, almost the only lights that broke through 
the almost utter darkness of the theatre. This was 
Uia box of the Ex-Empress of France; and tliis 
theatre is alotott her only recreation, when she is at 
Parma ; Init she resides principally at her Tilla, and 
emlj visits her ct^ntat during the carnival. 

The Pauce, ndsed by die Famese and finidied by 
the Spanish Dukes of Parma, is a cambrous assem- 
UageoCiU-assorted boildiags.' It is of noorderof 
v^hitectore, aad looks old intboat being aatiyuq. . 
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The rooms and corridors, which are numerous, are 
dark and incommodious ; the furniture is mean and 
mouldering; the attendants few and shabby; and 
no where could any semblance be trnced of a royal 
palace, but in (he guards mounted at the entrance, 
and in a straggling soldier here and ihere pacing the 
gloomy anti-rooms — what a contrast to the palace of 
the Tnilenes 1 This palace, howenr; was once fa- 
mons for its gatleiy, and its B|rfeBdid «>llectioiis. It 
twntained four hundred pictDr«s,whidi were deemed 
uastei^ieces ; for the Famesb were, in this instance, 
trae Italians. But all- tbMe treasurer, with the ea- 
binet of natural history and antiquities, were most 
shamefully and unjustly carried off by the Infant 
Don Carlos, when he was promoted to the throne of 
Naples; so that the legitimate robber left little for 
the illegitimate plunderers lo seize on in Parma. In 
tliis Palace was established a royal academy by the 
Infant Don Ferdinand, Duke of Parma, who presided 
himself at its sittings. In such palaces should all 
royal academies be established ; and by such presi- 
dents, as Don Ferdinand of Parma, should they al- 
ways be ruled. The first act of this Prince's reign 
-was, to drive from his councils the only man bold 
enough to tell him truths, his father's faithful and 
<lisinterest«d minister, Du-Tillot ; tar in spite of the 
ttiition of CmeUUae, tiw royal aeademiciaa lived and 
died a despot and a bigot.' 

■ Fcriliimnil asccndec] llie liironc of Parnia in t,65. His 
lister wjia the tale Dowdj^i r Queen of Sgiain, who in- 
ducci), bj yietj and the Prince of Ptace, to retire lo Bome, 
nliere she latelj died in the odour of sanctity. Her dau'gh- 
\tr Haria LaniM, mtnried Looiii the ion of the Duhe T-erdi- 
p)«>)tf,"friw. was Duke of Parma nktti ^ Frmsh infulvd 
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We were about to quit the palace after a cursory 
iospection, when the Cicerone (who, though he spolie 
Italian, stmck ns to be a Frenchman) asked us if we 
had any cnriosi^ to see the garde-meuble. Sup- 
posHig it tif be that in which, we had heard, some 
fine fiumitan and Gobelin tapestry had been depo 
nted fifty years back, for a palace which had beea 
projected bat nerer built, we followed him to a sort 
of lumber-room in the attic story, where, iustead of 
the old-fashioned furniture of the Infantas, stood the 
whole splendid paraphernalia of the Parisian dress- 
ing-room of the Es-Eiiipress of France, es([uisite for 
its beauty and splendid for its materials. What ap- 
peared of solid and burnished gold, was, in fact, of 
silver-gilt ; even the massive toilet-tables, the beauti- 
ful Greek trtpods, surcharged with vases and basins, 
were of or-nioulu ; and the immense full-length mir- 
ror, which so often had reflected il, mistress in her 
imperial robes, ivheift, sbQut to pratid? over a court 
where .tiligKj.i^iiiflpgi|| made up bw circle, were 
all of this ei^eiuiw material. It was extremely 
cnrioDS to observe, that over these objects of a fairy 
splendour aa air of domesticity was visible, belong- 
ing to a far better rank of life than that filled by 

Italj, and whom they made a King of £tburia. This Xfmia 
LouUtt i* the Ex-Duohaw of Parma, Ex-Queen of Etniria, and 
•clualDnchMt of Laeca, mother lo Ihe Prince whom Honiieur 
DeCBies intended to be King of Ihe Republican! of South Ame- 
rica. This note ia intended to dear up Ihe myiterie!i of ro jal 
ohangei and rojal genealagiei of the present day, evidently 
modelled upon the style of " 7^ U the house tliat Jack 
£iu/I,"ja)tlj celebrated for ita dearneii and accuracy of rera- 
pitulation, and containing nutter quite at important to so- 
detj, at the eslitmee of these Esr-DnkesrEs^ngs, and aetual 
noaaatitiea. 
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lllis once sumptuous Queen and Empress. The mirror 
was sumiounted with, a group, beautifully sculplured, 
representing the Empress at her toilet iti conversa- 
tion witb Napoleon, who leaned over the back of her 
cliatrj the child was on her knee. The portraits 
mre faithful, and the aJitique and sliarply cut fie»- 
tnresof Bonapahte's Irnly Italian head, were strong^y 
contrasted to Ihe genuine Austiian face of Maria 
Lonisa, vith its long but heavy visage, thick lips, and 
projecting eye. Close by the toilet waB the cradle 
of tbe Gx-Bijtng of Bome, proseoted to the Emprew 
by " her good city of Paris.'* It was of mothei^-ol^ 
pearl, inlaid with gold. The quilt was of vrhite satin, 
and the bed of eider-down. Other little articles of 
the splendid laj-elleof this infant, so cradled in luxury, 
and so sung by the Chateaubriands and other poet- 
laureates of the day, were scattered around the cradle. 
At "its feet stood a little dog, apparently alive. It 
was a gift of Napoleon to his wife ; a great favourite 
both of ntolher and child ; and having ditd in ItAiy, 
it was thus preserved, with othter rememkranGes oS 
their former greatness. 

On every side of this vast apartment were piles of 
red-morocco cases gilt, and inscribed with the gor- 
geous title of ".^/owrj de sa Majcsic Imperiale el 
Jloyale VImpdralrice." Some were marked for cache- 
mires, others for a demi-toilette, and others again 
for a grand toilette; giving impressions of splendour, 
such as might be conceived, of the irardrohe of a Sd^ 
tana in the Arabian Tales. They vrerenov — enip^; 
and it would be difficult to saywfaht might be the 
ol^ect of thus exposing these apartments for public 
inspeetioa, nDleis it were to put additional money 
into the pockets of the serraots : for they, vent not 
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shewn until we Lad paid for Uie rest of the Palace j 
and they were, as our valet-de-place assured us, 
things apart, and to be paid for separately. 

When the French invaded Italy, the Parmesan 
forces of twelve hundred men were not calculated to 
made much resistance. The then reigning Duke 
Ludovico (or Liiuis) did not make any ; and he fell, 
with hii little State, into the mouth of conquest, and 
was gulped down at a swallow. In the re-action 
which' fotlowec^ the first succegges of the Fre^u^ ar- 
mj, the Pope sent St. Peter and St. Paul ' to raUy 
STCrf ion .of the churdL in lier came, and in that of 
legitinucf. The pious Don Ludovico of Parma 
obeyed the summouB ; and nniting with his country- 
neighbour the Sovereign of Uodena, boldly joined 
the coalition of greater potentates. But when Aa»- 
tria was beaten back, step by step, in spite of St. Pe? 
ter and St. Paul , when the . King «f Sardinia was 
fthut up with his insurgent troops in hiscity of Turin, 
and when all the chiefs of the coalition hastened to 
negotiate with Bonaparte, foremost in the race of 
conciliation was Don Ludovico ; who, not satisfied 
with enforced contributions, yielded up williouta 
struggle whatever treasures of art his predecessors 
.had uot carried off to Naples. On his death' in i8o3, 

■ To support and encouragn tha coalitioB, he sent to the 
Emperor of Germany a medal, bearing ihe images of these 
Saints^ and recommended him and his allies " to go forth to 
cmnbat under the command of titese two great captains of the 
church.- 

' For the education of this Priace, who lived and died un- 
known, ColkliUac wrole lixteea. volumes. But for those whn, 
bj thai potttiiHi, are nflUKsd-fram ill tiie aiturat relatiqcu 
of Mciety, Ibraa can b« no sdugBtiDD, htq Uut of Ihs *yra- 
pbaols hy -whom they are inmnuided. ' ' 
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his widow and in&nt son were tatea under the spe- 
cial proteclioa of Napoleon. Though deprived of 
their States of Parma, other States were erected for 
them ; and for a time the Duchess of Parma, with 
Florence for her seat of government, reigned Queen 
of Etruria, while her brother, the King of Spain, 
was a prisoner at Valencej, near Paris, and her father 
had lurried monk at Rome. Such were the chances 
and changes of ihis transitory world in those strange 
times, which are destined to startle the credence of 
posterity ! 

It would be difficult to say anything of the go- 
ventment of a Stale which has none, and which doe* 
not appear to have ever had any. The Farn«e, and 
their successors, the /n/anM«, rol«l till the rerolw- 
tien, 1^ their own sovereign and arhitrarj- wiH. The 
-CotmciLsf the Suie.was the SHprcme trilHitul of the 
State. It conld reform or revoke the sentences of 
the ordinary judges ; and liberty, property, and life, 
were all at itsdisposal.— WhatParma was before the 
Revolution— such it is now, except that it has chang- 
ed masters, and become a fief of Austria.' For 
the Emperor's daughter, with the title of Duchess of 
Parma, is a mere cypher. The acting minister 
of the Emperor is Count Keiperg, who resides with 
her Hajest;,* trith (I bdiere) the title of Grand 
Ghsnaberlain. 

' ** Lb mot de Patrio est a-peu-pr^s illusoire dan* un pays 
eomme I'Eiirope, oil il pst igal pour le bonheur d'etre a un 
imllr« oii i un autre.'' — Mohtesquieu. 

■ AH the Majtlies nude by Bi>nap»ru have iluck haX to 
tbrir tMn. Jim AtMUian Arch-Buthem fau iM other claim 
to ihia bi^-«oundta| ^thel, but thai it was given bar by 
bra baiband. 
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The printing pre^s of Bcxloni, which has given to 
Europe specimens of typography scarcely inferior to 
any of the productions of modern art; and the gal- 
lery of pictures lately arranged, which ooatains some 
of the cheb-d'tBurreof Correggio, are the objects, in 
Parma, beat worth the attenttoa of the foreign visi- 
tant. This State has had the honourof producing the 
able and learned physician Tonunasini. Her Abate 
Yelo is among the most elegant prose writers of 
Italy ; and Signora Baadelletta, a lady of great ac- 
quirements, is esteemed it very distinguished impro- 
visairice- Parma has still some remains of those acca- 
demie, which no town or village of Italy was with- 
out during tlie sixteenth century ; which in no 
degree forwarded the cause of literature, but were 
prolific hot-beds of pedantry and pretension, and 
sworn foes to that originality wliicli drew down 
their persecution upon Tasso. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to mention the well-known academy of the 
Imominati, which owes its nameless name to Tasso's 
line, 

"iDDominata ma famosa schiera." 

The literary coteries which succeeded it, have par- 
talen but little of ils celebrity, though held in the 
palaces of princes who distribute prizes, such as are 
about (it is said) to encourage the talent of Britain, 
in new royal literary institutions, to clip genius to 
a legiliuiale standard, and to plunge the literature 
of the age in a rDiunion siiil, of servility and prosti- 

At one short post from Parma, the iittle village of 
Sahtf Ilario places the trareller beyond the Parmesan 
confines, and within the froatier of the sovereign of 
▼«.. I. 35 
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ModeruZf or, as the Italians contemptuously call his 
Highness, " il Duchino" the little Duke. This event 
is notified by an unusual display of military force; be- 
sides the ordinary civil administration of power and 
impediment. His Imperial Highness Francesco the 
Fourth is a veiy warlike Prince and though, by ris- 
ing early, be mi^t his own States to breakfast 
with theDnchess of Parma, and retnm in good time 
for dinner at Uodena,* yet he ke^ npamilitaiy ar- 
mament sa formidable, that his Ducato is known by 
no other name at present in Italy, than that of " Jl 
Regno Dragoni" The emperor, his— 

" Cousia of BuckiDgham, that sage grave man," 
may one <lay find his account in this disposition of 
his kinsman, whose little State, in the heart of the 
Peninsola, is a passe-partout. 

The first frontier dtjr of the Modenese that pre-* 
sents itself, is Bbggio ; or in the language of the anti- 
quarian, Begiuh [iXPtDi, FoHDU Lepidi (sounds most 
musical, important, and big with associations to en»* 
dite ean). Oh I much injured MauglUrow! neg— 
lected Magherafeh ! how have your indigenous 
merits been given to oblivion, by the fatality of a 

' A geDtleman of our acquaintance, in his tour through thia 
pocket principality, amused himself by eketcliing a ruin vhich 
altracttd his attention hy its picturesque site, Shortly after- 
fards be was pursued hy inilitary arrest, and brought to the 
head-quarlers of the police, on a charge of espionage, and 
mahlng plans of Ae fortresses of the country. On his remon- 
strating against this piece of official imperlinenM, he was 
gravely ansnered hy the question, "Do yon not kn«w that 
Modenais a government of dragoons?" 

> friiiixinrj'"' and Machiavelli both trace the miseries of 
Italy to her want of unity, and her labdivisuHU into priiacir 
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geographioal poiition ! Did your ruios now strew, 
and your mire now defile an Italian Dukedom, in- 
stead of an Irish district, the learned would pause 
over your hovels, and your very pigs would be objects 
of classic interest ; you would be considered as an 
historic feature in the land ; and escaping from the 
mute inglorious destiny that now awaits you, your 
glories would be reiterated by the Addisons and 
Eustaces of future ages, and your fame would be given 
to the deathless echoes of imitative tourists. Such 
at least is the fortune of that city, which, however 
well it " looks on the map" and the guide-book, very 
strictly resembles you in realities of extent, aspect, 
filth, and poverty ! 

But there is a glory attached to the melancholy 
ruiiiR of RegciOt gr*ater thaa any whicli the associ^ 
lions of aatujnit^ Itare bestowed upon it. A gentle- 
man of Ferrara, in aerrice of Duka Hercules 
d'Este the Krst, was made by his prince gorernor of 
R^gio and Modena ; and having become enamoured 
of a beaatifbl girl of Re^o, he married her. The 
first fruit of this marriage was Ludovico Arioslo I 
In Reggio, his childhood "lisped in numbers." There 
he composed his little drama of " Thisbe," acted by 
his sisters and brothers, and the children of the 
town ; as yet unknown to that fame, which con— 
'denrned him to the fatal patronage of the d'Este— 
a patronage which blasted all it overshadoiped. 

At one post from Regf;io, the r.astlo and fortress 
of RuBiZRA spread their ruins far and diirkly ; and its 
double but dismantled walls enclose a cluster of filthy 
cabins worthy of the population ; which seemed to 
consist of about fifty beggars, one barber, a Fran- 
ciscan moak begging at the barber's door, ten dra- 



Digilizcd by Google 



gooas, and four custom-liouse olficers. In a word, 
Bubiera, the third city ia the Modenese dominiolis, 
appeared the very metropolis of mendicity ! Yet thfi 
sun that was drawing up nosious vapours from 
iieaps of putrid matter that corrupted in its solitary 
streets, was the same sun that hestoived life and 
beauty on all without its walls — the same sun that 
warmed the brilliant imagination of Correggio, shed- 
ding a genial glow over the happy elements which 
made up his being — for close to liuliiera stands the 
village of Correggio, the humble birth-place and re- 
sidence 0^ Antonio AUegri, who has given to its insig- 
nificance an interest which no classic termination 
to its obicure name could have bestowed on it. 

The variance which exists between the govern- 
ments of Italy and sqil and dime, is in perpetual 
rViAbhc? befiwe A? traveller's eye, as he rolls rapidly 
on from State to State, through fruitful fields and 
teeming orchards. Wherever nature appears, there 
shines out the beneficence of Providence ; wbwever 
men Bie congregated, there starts forth the wicted— 
nesa of systems, whicb render that beneficence un- 
available. Ruined villages, or gloomy cities, are con- 
trasted unceasingly by slties always bright, and a soil 
always rich in harvesls. The vineyards and corn- 
fielda which sltirt the road from Reggio to Modena, 
tenninate as usual in a wasted plain, which spreads its 
dreariness before the well-guarded gatei of the Ducal 
capital. As we slopped to have our passports e\a!oiuf;d,' 
we perceived many a wary sentinel peering alioul our 
carriage, and many a monk (his shoulders laden with 
a filled sack) passing the gales unexamined. 

' This certmonj «,ns repeated sii UmeB withia about five- 
nnd ■ twenty mitei of pojling. 
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The CiTT of HoBENA fans a very baocUome and 
cleanly aspect. Its porticos, affordftig a covered way 
to the foot passenger, are extremely picturesque : 
that of the Collegio is particularly so. Modena has 
been much embellished within the last forty years, 
and its new improvements (chiefly confined to the 
main streets) Imve divided it into the neiv and old 
city, " Cilia Ni/ova e Vecchia." The Ducal Palace, 
a very -imperfect but sumptuous building, has only 
been restored to its regal destination since the return 
of the Buke. During the occupation of the French, 
it was converted into public offices, and principally 
devoted to the Institute of the Engineers, a tort of 
polytechnic academy. But thon^ once more the 
seat of sovereignty, it WQuld be vain to seek |»r its 
&>rmerly celebrated gallery of pictures. The DnauRo, 
vho loved pictures, bnt loved money more, sold one 
handred of the Cap^t^tera of the splendid gallery 
then subsisting, to Augustus King of Poland, for the 
sum of sixty thousand pounds sterling : among these 
was the famous "Nolle diCorreggia," a picture which 
the Ouchino should have preserved, even if he had 
pawned his coronet to have kept it.' What remained 
of this collection theFrench carried off; andtheCVmi- 
mission of Kings^ who so justly recovered their own 
losses, have not returned one picture bdk>nging to the 
Dudiino, in spite of his " Eingtlom of Dregoons." 

' Thb ]riotin« is ako laid to have caused the tl«»lh of Cor- 
ragpo. Th« price, ibont twenty-five Brilisli pounds, was paid 
him in ooppnr, and the &tigae of civrying this weiglit home 
in a vtryhotdaj, oaetMkn^ aplenriay. DeaBroases, in his 
" LflttiM aar ritalie," and otben, deny the &ot; and the stoiy 
of Cotvegno's djiag irtm the iatdgne of paindng the cupola of 
the caA^hal, is genfliaUy conndered u equally Abolont. 
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4l4 BtODENA. 

The churches of Modena are little worth visitiug, 
though the Church reigns there omnipotent. La 
BiBLioTECA MoDENESE was oncc of great celebrity for 
its maouscripts and rare editi«iu, aai is said still to 
be saffideatlj rich in 

All such books as ne'er were read." 
The French, in place of its ancient and monastic 
University, established a Lyceum, which had not yet 
been, re-modelled Trhen we visited Modena, The 
theatre, said to be built on the plan of an emplii- 
theatre, we did not visit. 

' The reigning Duke of Modena, Beggio, and MmAn- 
noLA, Francesco the Fourth, has succeeded in right of 
his mother, Beatrice d'Este, widow to thelate Archduke 
of Austria, Ferdinand, Ex-Governor of Milan. He 
is married to the daughter of the King of Sardinia, 
his cousin or niece. These are the iutermarrisg;es 
which so closely knit the chain of legitimate alliance, 
and at the same time produce such a rapid degenera- 
tion in families, and fill with disease and mental infir- 
mity some of the principal reigning houses of Europe. 

The Duke of Modena is a legiiimate in all the 
force of the term ; power is concentrated within his 
liny State, upon the same principle as it esists ia 
Algiers, or Austria. The liberty, property, and lives 
of his handful of vassals are entirely at his disposal ; 
and the Emperor of Russia, who has the same power 

■ Thia branch of the familj' d'Este, though supported by the 
EmperorK, has never been acknonledged by the Papal See as 
legitimate j and Alphonso the Second, who died about iSg^, is 
looked upon by the Italians as llie la«t of the family. On his 
death, Clement the Eighth resumed his pretensions to Ferrara, 
Avhich was seized on by his aepbew Aldobrandini, and re- 
nniled to the domains of its old mistiets, the Church. ' 
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oyer mjriads of slaves (by courtesy called subjects), is 
not more absolute than this lord of a few acres ; who, 
as far as extent of domains goes, lias no more right to 
be " haul et puissant Prince," than many private 
gentlemen of good landed property in England.' 

Of the French regime nothing is retained in the 
administration of Modesa, but the system of finance 
— a system which has obtained universal approbation 
from all the Potentates of Europe. The monasteries 
are all restored the little garrisons are all crowded; 
and monks anil soliiifvs govern the Dukedom, through 
the bigotry ami fears of its restored chief. A sort of 
miniature icquuition is established, to watch over 
the per&nnance of religious duties; and it is said 
that more dian one relaxed devotee has beeapablicly 
rebuked by the Duchino for eating meat oa a Friday, 
and not attending witb daily regularity at mass. 

Modena has produced some few distinguished lite- 

' Iq 18(9, a Balognese gentleman, of more wit than discre- 
tion, being on a visit at Modena, spoke with a freedom on Ihe 
subject of the Modenese Goiernmenl which attracted the at- 
tention of theChcfdePolice,who delivered him a mandate frum 
the Duke to quit his dominioDs in twenty-four hours. The 
gentleman, to shew his deference to his Imperial Eighness's 
will, returned for answer, that he would be out of hia domi- 
nions in four hours ; and aclually was belter than his word by 
ten minutes. This is something like Aritchino's irony, who, 
being given a candle by an enraged minister of a kingdom like 
the Modenese — is told, that if be is not out of the States ba- 
6m that candle ia barol, hit liUs ahall pay the forfeit. jiti«- 
ohino miti th| candLs in two, and keeping only ona half, re- 
plies— "Mi basta queUa J"— "That's enon^." 

■ When we left Italy, it was reporiad that the Grand Inqui- 
sitor, who had fled from Spain on the breaking out of the Hs- 
volotioD, bad found an asylum irith 'Uie Dnke of Hodcna, re- 
fused him by the Pope. 
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^,6 KODE.A. 

rary characters: Muratori, the Historian; Tassoni, 
the Poet; and Spalanzani, the Naturalist, are among 
her proudest boasts. For genius, however perverted 
and oppressed in Italy, has still haunted the ruins of 
her ancient shrines; and rays of intellectual lustre 
have played over ihe gloom of that saddened land, 
like the lightnings of a summer night ; the more 
brilliant, the denser the clouds throi^ which tfaey 
penetrate. 

Modeaa was the asylum chosen hj Bmtus after the 
auassinatioii of G»sar, 
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